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ONE  great  fer&ice  of  reafin  and  the  mofi 
ufeful  fbihfophy  is^  that  tb^  teach  men^ 
to  regulate  Jucb  of  their  pi^ons  as  art) 
ferviceable  nvben  kept  within  due  bounds^  and 
to  eradicate  tbofe  which  are  in  every  degree^ 
prejudicial     jimong  the  latter^  Cruelty  may 
jujily  be  deemed  the  chief. 

Hhe  principal  defign  of  fome  of  the  ftdltming 
EJfays,  is  to  fit  this  Dice^  and  unnecejfary  War^ 
fo  nearly  allied  to  it^  infuch  a  detefiahle  light ^  \ 
as  vices  which  are  the  great  fcandal  of  human 
nature  and  bane  of  human  bappinefs  deferve 
to  be  placed. 

An  attempt  to  difcountenance  evils  by  which 
both  individuals  and  focieties  fuffer  fo  many  mi^ 
feries^  it  is  hoped ^  will  not  be  ill  received:  and 
perhaps  the  manner  in  which  this  bath  been  ex^^ 
ecuted  may  have  fimewhat  of  novelty  to  recom^ 
mend  it. 

Without  doubt ^  cruelty  is  thefource  of  a  mul^ 
tiiude  of  wicked  aSlionSy .  and  war  is  one  of  the* 
greatejl  calamities  that  can  befal  any  nation. 

But  although  unnecejjary  wars  have  been  very 
freely  •  cenfured  by  the  Author  of  tbefe  Effays^ 
yet  nothing  could  be  farther  from  his  defgntbak 
in  any  manner  to  difcourage  tho^e  wbicb  olt%, 

A  2  dejcnjroe 
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difenjvoe  or  otberwife  necejjary.  Men  are  often^ 
tifrtis  excited  to  offenfive  wars  by  their  evil  lufis^ 
0^  engage  tvantohfy  in  tbem:  but  defeftfpoe  wan 
are  dictated  by  nature ;  and  found  policy  may^ 
tnfome  circumJianceSy  render  the  other  highly 
expedient.  What  people  foever  therefore  argue 
er  declare y  ai  fame  doy  againfi  even  defenfve 
^r,  direSlly  oppofe  one  of  the  principal  laws 
of  nature y  and  cmfequently  are  either  extremely 
fujillanimousy  or  infatuated  by  a  mofi. pernicious 
and  deJiruSiive  fpirit  of  enthufiafniy — a  fpirit 
which y  if  it  generally  prevailed  in  any  nation ^ 
muft  be  the  means  of  that  nation  becoming  a 
prey  to  ihefirfi  invader.     ,  .  ., 

Still  much  more  pernicious  to  thefe  kingdoms ^ 
becaufe  a  much  greater  number  of  people y  and 
many  of  them  inpower^  are  pofjeffed  by  ity  is  a 
^irit  ofoppofition  to  a  numerous  y  welUtrainedy 
and  ufeful  militia.  Without  this  naturaly  mofl 
incefjaryy  and  only  effeilual  defence  andfecu^ 
rityy  our  nation  will  always  bcy  as  it  is  par ^ 
t-itularly  at  this  timCy  in  apparent  danger, 
from  foreign  enemies,  and  not  near  fo.fafe  in 
regard  to  enemies  among  aurfehes  as  tffat  would 
render  us. 

jijlanding  armyy  fufficiently  numerous  to  fe^ 

cure  this  country  in  cafe  of  an  invafoUy  would 

pot  only  be  ani  intolerable  burden  and  expence, 

hit  expofe  our  liberties  to  the  utmofl  danger. 

gif^ssafj^  an^tim  ^icb  has  the  certain  mans 
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rf  fafety  in  its  own  power ^  to  depend  ori  the ' 
precarious  qffijiance  of  foreigners  for  its  defence^ 
is  direSily  contrary  to  all  rules  of  good  fenfe^ 
and  a  Jlrange  folecifm  in  politics. 

There  are  people^  whom  experience  ofpaji  and 
even  recent  dangers  of  the  moji  interejling  kind 
will  not  make  wife  unto  their  own  J>referva^ 
tion.  Wefeem  already  to  have  forgot  that  we 
were  but  a  few  years  f nee  brought  to  the  brink 
of  deJiruSiion  by  five  orfx  thoufand  ragamuffins^ 
the  very  offfcowring  of  the  whole  if  and,  There 
wanted  indeed  nothing  but  their  being  fupported 
by  afmall  number  of  foreign  forces^  which  it  is 
ajionijhing  they  were  noty  to  have  completed  the 
conquejl  of  this  kingdom^  conji/ling^  as  is  com^ 
monly  comfuted^  of  about  eight  millions  of  in^ 
habitants.  And  'tis  eafy  to  for  eft  e^  perhaps 
the  evil  day  is  at  hand,  that  this  country  will^ 
unlefs  vigorous  meafures  are  immediately  taken^ 
be  enjlaved  or  dejlroyedfor  want  ofafafeguard 
in  our  power  to  provide  and  ejlablijh*^  and 
which  if  ejlablijhedy  no  enemy  would  dare  to  in^ 
vade  us.  Wejhould  in  that  cafe^  with  the  joint 
f>roteBion  of  our  maritime  force  ^  a  confiderable 
fart  of  which  might  then  be  employed  to  great 
advantage  in  the  American  and  other  feaSy  be 
in  as  perfeSl  fecurity  as  the  nature  of  things  will 
admit.  So  protested ^  "  we  might  ft  under  our 
*'  own  vines  and  under  our  ownfig-treeSy  and 
^^  there  would  be  none  to  make  us  afraid.'* 


♦5  preface; 

'    //  is  commonfy  faidj  that  afuperiority  at  Jka 
Htfill  fecure  us.     Nothing  can  be  more  evident 
than  that  this  will  not  absolutely  do  it.     But 
fuppojing  it  would ^ — are  we  certain  of  always 
maintaining  this  fuperiority  ?  Nay^  by  what 
does  it  appear  that  we  are  now  fuperior  to  the 
French  atfea  ?  Have  they  not^  Jince  the  decla^ 
tation  of  war^  taken  at  leaft  as  many  of  our 
fhips  as  we  have  taken  of  theirs  ?   Have  they 
not  infulted  us  all  round  the  ijland  on  our  coajls^ 
and  made  prize  of  many  vejfels  within  Jight  of 
tur  harbours  ?  Have  they  not  fwept  the  coajl  of 
Guinea  of  all  the  Jhips  they  found  there?  Have 
'they  not  fafely  tranfported  great  numbers  of 
troops  J  and  great  quantities  of  ammunition^ 
froviJionSj  &c.  to  North  America  ?    which 
country^  and  cmfequently  all  our  Weft-India 
ijlandsrf  we  are  in  danger  oflofng.     Have  they 
not  taken  from  us  the  very  valuable  ijland  of 
Minorca  ^  In  a  word,  have  they  ^otjucceeded 
in  every  naval  expedition  they  have  undertaken 
againji  usfince  this  war  began  ?  jind  have  we 
fiicceeded  in  one  we  have  undertaken  againf 
them  ?  Are  tbefe  proofs  of  our  fuperiority  at  feat 
'Butjhould  it  be  admitted  that  a  proper  manage^ 
ment  of  our  marine  foree^  in  the  conduB  of 
nvhich  there  have  been  mojl  notorious  andfcan-- 
dahus  defeSiSy  would  render  us,  at  prejenf, 

9  _  

fuperior  on  that  element  to  the  French  j  yet  a 
conqueft  which  feems  eafy  for  tbem  to  make^  or 
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Spain  joimng  mib  Prance^  wtnili  turn  tbe 
Balance  even  atfea  entirely  agaififi  us.  Iftbefe 
events^  er  either  of  tbemy  Jhould  happen^  what 
nmjl  tbeky  as^we  are  now  cireumftanced^  become 
of  our  rehgioky  our  iaHvs^  our  liierties^  and  ail 
that  isJear  to  its  ?  Buf  were  they  to  happen ^  yet 
atttbofe  ineJHnuAle benefits  might  beprefer6edkf 
Jiicb  a  militia  as  we  are  capable  of  forming^. 

To  tbe  want  of  ibis  fecurity  at  borne ^  mit 
late  fatal  and  ignominious  lojfesy  both  in  tbe 
Mediterranean  and  in  America$  may  with 
juJHce  be  principally  imputed :  for  bad  not  Jo 
great  a  part  ^f  our  feet  been  kept  in  mr  own 
ports  or  in  tbefe  feas  to  prevent  an  inv^^/Soft^ 
which  precaution  a  proper  militia  would  have 
rendered  unnecejfary^  thofe  fquadrons  might  mt 
only  have  preferved  our  foreign  dominions,  but 
alfo  greatly  dijirejfed  our  enemies. 

This  affair  of  a  militia  being  a  matter  of  tbe 
utmojl  importance  to  the  fafety  of  our  country^ 
it  is  hoped  the  reader^  efpecially  atfo  critical  a 
junBurCj  willexcufe  tbe  mentioning  it  her e^  th$\ 
fomewhat  foreign  to  the  fubje^s  of  4be  following 
Treatifes^  to  which  wejbali  n&w  re^umk 

Tbe  occafion  of  writing  the  two  letters  that 
precede  tbefe  EJjaySy  will  appear  i)  tbe  letters 
tbemfehes :  but  it  may  be  necejary  to  grvi  a 
reafon  why  they  are  here  infer  ted. 

^:4.  Nothing 

'    *  This  fvai  u^riUen  Ufire  the  latt  militia  a£i  paffei^ 
4^,tffat  appiaringfo  ineffeStml^  ik%  atltbor  tlnnki  \%  m^i 
not  altir  what  he  bad  wretu  - 


^  ^  Notkif^fmr£  was  atjirfi  dejigneiiihidnrtife 
:hy  the  autif&rdn  Cruelty  and  War ^  than  would 
>bav€  been  comprifed  in  two  or  three  (pijiks^ 
^  which  ^ere  not  interred  for  the  publiv :  but 
\tbe  worthy  per/on  to  whom  thofe  above-mentioned 
>were  addreff'ed^  dying  fddn  after  they  were 
yVrstten^  thefutjeSls  of  them  made  fuch  an  im^ 

preffionpti  the  writer i  and.  wer^:  thought  of  fo 
•much  coiicernment  to  mankind  in  general,  that 
*be  has  added  largely  to  his  firfi  defgn.  ;  ^efe 

letters  therefore  having  occafoned  the  following 
.  jyijfertafionsy  and  being  mojlly  on  the  fame 
ifuijje3s^  it  was  thought  proper  they  Jhould  be 

ful^ijhed  with  them.    ' 

When  War,  and  Cruelty  in  general,  had  been 
'  treated  of  fo  large  a  branch  of  this  latter  as 
\Religious  Cruelty  in  particular,'*'^ a  branch 

bringing  forth  fuch  poifonous  fruit,  and  upon 
•/  which  fuch  numbers  of  unclean  birds  build  their 

fiefts,  could  hot  wellefcdpe  notice. 

Among  the  various  kinds  of  barbarity  which 

the  huniari.  pedes'  have  exercifed  upon  one  an-- 

other,  certainly  this. is  ibe  moft  without  excufe. 

Men  are  oftentimes  itrged  by  extreme  poverty 
^fid  want  to^xommit  private  and  common  rob-^ 
\beries,  im4^^^der$  that  frequently  accompany 
rtbefit :  in  cafe  of  dtiek  or  wars,  provocations 

are  generally  alledged :  but  what  provocation 
•rcan  any  man  or  body  (fljnen  pretend,  or  what 
]  excufe  can  they  find  for  werdfing  the  mofl  bor-- 

^-      '  ribk 


'yibU  iruekies  iipm  others^  only  beeaufe  tbey 
wor/hip  the  Divine  Being  according  to  the 
dictates  of  their  confciences  ?  that  is^  as  tbey 
firmly  believe ^  obey  the  mil  of  their  Creator. 
Surely  we  mayjujllyfay  of  every  per fe cut  or  On 
account  of  religion^  as  TuWyfaid  of  a  pirate, 
that  be  is  hoflis  humani  generis^  and  un^ 
doubtedly  be  ought  fo  to  be  treated^  Indeed 
fuch  a  wretch  is  not  only  an  enemy  to  mankind, 
but^  by  ufurping  a  power  over  the  confciences  of 
meny  be  becomes  a  rebel  to  the  Almighty^  and 
may^  in  fcripture  language ^  be  faid  to  f^bt 
agaihji  God. 

As  no  particular  perfons  or  focieties  of  men 
are  anfwerahle  to  the  Deity  for  the  manner  in 
which  others  worjhip  him^  C^  for  every  one 
^^  Jhall give  account  ofhimfelf^')  what  pretence 
can  any  make  for  meddling  in  this  matter  ^  other ^ 
wife  than  by  advice^  injiruSHon^  perfuafion^  or 
the  like?  which  are  indeed  the  only  jujlifiable 
means  of  ejlablijhing  or  propagating  any  relim 
gion  J  and  true  chrifiianity  abfolutely  difclaims 
all  violent  and  cruel  methods. 

But  although  the  firji  promulgation  of  the 
gofpel  waSy  "  peace  on  earthy  and  good  will  to* 
^^  wards  men  j"  yet  the  original  defign  ofchrir 
jHanitybath  been  fo  perverted^  that  this  religion 
has  occafioned  the  great  eft  hatred y  and  the  moft 
bhody  perfecutiohsy  wurSy  and  majfacres,  that 
ever  appeared  in  the  world. 


fe 
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That  all  the  feveral  churches  end  feSfs  of 
cbrijlians^  when  armed  with  fufficient  power ^ 
have  at  times ^  and  more  or  lefs^  perfecuted  their  , 
brethren^  is  a  melancholy  truth  3  hut  none  have 
done  this  Jo  conjlantly  and  furioujly^  and  with 
facb  a  diabolical  rage^  as  the  church  g^Rome. 

Who  would  think  that  Jo  abfurd  and  cruei 
€t  religion  as  the  popijh  Jhpuldgain  ground  in 
this  country^  where  it  is  Mfcouraged^  andknow^ 
ledge ^  learning  y  good  fenfey  and  humanity  fo  much 
abound?  let  that  it  does  is  certainly  true^ 

ProteJlants  Jhould  be  very  careful  not  to  re^ 
xeive^  as  part  of  their  religious  belief  any 
do3rine  which  contradiBs  reafouy  or  is  not 
agreeable  thereto  \  for  by  fo  doing  they  would 
give  great  advantage  to  Papijisy  andfurnifh 
them  with  an  argument  not  eafly  anjwered. 
JJ\fay  theyy  you  believe  this  or  the  other  doBrine 
or  article^  tho'  contrary  to  reafon^  what  jufi 
vbjeSlion  can  you  make  againfi  believing  fuch 
andfuch  doSlrines  or  articles  likewife  ? 

Indeed  {when  men  give  way  to  enibufafm^  and 
their  religious  belief  is  no  longer  regulated  or 
hounded  by  reafony  thy  know  not  where  they 
JhallJiop :  they  may  become  Prophets y  Me  j. 
Mo  ■  ij,  or  fall  into  thatfinky  that  common-^ 
fewer  of  nonfenfe^  delujumyund  imp$fture^  the 
church  of  Rome. 

Whatever  therefore  enthufiajh  or  fanatics 
may  pretend^  there  is  no  other  featriiy  againjl 
'  error 
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error  and  deceit  than  keeping  clofe  to  this  rule. 
And  'tis  plain  that  the  departing  from  it  has 
opened  a  door  to  all  the  nonfenjical  abfurditih 
and  wicked  impoftures  which  have  been  obtruded 
upon  the  world  under  the  name  of  religion. 
But  we  need  not  wonder  (as  I  think  Mr.  Hc^bei 
has  faid)  that  men  Jhould  be  againjl  reqfhn^ 
when  reafon  is  againjl  them. 

Les  Juife  et  Ics  ^z^y^ns^fays  the  learned  and 
judicious  Monf.  Le  Clerc,  ne  pouvoient  foaf- 
frir  que  Ton  examinata  la  rigoeur  leur  penfiSe^; 
*  *  *  *  Us  crcioient  deja  voir  leurs  temples 
et  leurs  autels  abandonnez,  *  *  *  *  Hs  cri- 
pient  les  uns  et  les  autres  contrc  la  raifon, 
comme  contre  un  guide  iufidele,  qui  ne  pou- 
voit  que  conduirc  dans  de  grands  egarements, 
eh  matiere  de  religion.  Quclques  rabbins, 
(dit  Buxtorf)  qui  out  fuivi  fans  doutc  les  fen- 
timcns  de  leurs  peres,  nous  difent  qu*en  ma- 
tiere de  theologie,  celui  qui  furt  fa  raifon  eC 
k^  penf6es»  marche  fans  batons  et  fans  foi^tien^ 
et  qu'il  eft  feoiblable  a  un  homme  qui  mar^ 
cheroit  feul  la  nuit  dans  un  defm,  ou  dati» 
un  lieu  tenebreu^T;  qu^l  va  d  ia  perte,  et  qu'il 
tombe  dans  des  foiies  et  dans  plufieurs  dan- 
gers :  que  dans  le  culte  de  Dieu,  I'opinion,  la 
raiibn,  e(  la  fageJSe  n'ont  aucun  lieu  ^.  i.  e. 
"  Jews  and  Pagans  cannot  bear  that  theirno^ 
y  tions  Jhould  be  JlriSlly  examined*  ♦  ♦  ♦  ^^ 

\\T:bc3 

^  Parrbafma,  &c  T.  !!•  p.  33^  34, 
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"  They  would  expedl  to  fee  their  temples  and 
^*  their  altars  forfaken.  *  *  ♦  ♦  ^ey  exclaim 
•*  the  one  and  the  other  againjl  reafofiy  as  againfi 
*'  an  unceriain  guide ^  which  could  only  lead  them 
V  into  great  mijlakes  on  thefubjeB  of  religion. 
*^  Some .  rabbiesy  (fays  Buxtorf)  who  doubtlefs 
**  have  followed  the  fentiments  of  their  fathers ^ 
**  teU  usy  that  in  matters  of  theology ^  he  who 
^follows  his  reafon  and  bis  own  thoughts  walks 
*'  without  a  faff  and  without  fupporty  and  that 
**  be  is  like  a  man  who  travels  alone  by  night  in 
*'  a  wildemefs^  or  in  a  darkplacc^  that  be  is 
*^.at  a  lofsj  and  falls  into  pits  and  into  many 
^^ perils:  that  in  the  worjbip  of  God,  opinion, 
^^  reafon,  and  wifdom  have  no  contem^ 

^hat  reafon  and  wifdom  have  no  concern  in 
tbefe  and  many  oth^  peoples  worjhip  is  undoubt-^ 
edly  true.  Neverlbelefs  we  fee y  that  when  men 
lay  afide  the  ufe  of  reafon  in  religion,  they  adt 
ju/l  as  wifely  as  mariners  would  do  to  Jay  afide 
the  ufe  of  their  compafs  in  a  fea  voyage :  as  the 
latter  would  make  wild  fleer  age,  and  could  en-- 
tertain  no  reafonable  hopes  of  ever  arriving  at 
their  defred  port^  but  be  toffed  about  by  the 
winds  and  the  waves  ifo  w^uld  the  former  "  be 
"  toffed  to  and  fro,  and  carried  about  with  every 
**  wind  of  doSlrine,  by  thefleight  of  men^  and 
"  cunning  craftinefs,  whereby  they  lie  in  wait 
"  to  deceive  \'\  . 

Many 

/  Fphc/ians,  cb»  iV.  14* 
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Many  of  our  Englifh  authors,  divines  efpe-^ 
daily  y  have  written  with  great  Jirength  ofar^ 
gument  againfl  popery ;  but  as  numbers  of  people  -. 
are  not  capable  of  going  through  a  long  chain 
ofreafoningy  which  oftentimes  rather  confounds  - 
than  inJiruBs  them,  authentic  accounts  of  reli^. 
gious  cruelties  taught  and'praSfifed  by  Roman 
Catholics,  feem  perfeSlly  weUfuited  to  affe5i  alt 
thoje  who  are  not  totally  void  of  underjlanding 
and  humanity.  .  '  ^ 

^Tis  therefore  much  to  be  wijhed  that  booir 
of  this  kind,  efpeciaUy  fmall  ones,  which  may  be 
bought  at  low  prices,  and  confequently  fall  inttt 
many  hands,  were  more  common  than  they  are: 
fuch  manuals  of  Romifh  cruelty  might  be  ex- 
cellent prefervatives  againfl  the  confagioii,  or 
antidotes  againfl  tbepoifon  of  popery. 

If  Limborch'i  Hiftory  of  the  Inquiftion; 
tranflated  ,by  .Mr.  Chandler,  was  judictoufly 
abridged,  and  that  worthy  and  kamed  gentle^, 
man's  very  valuable  IntroduSiion  publijhed  with 
it,furely  it  could  not  fail  of  being  greatly  ufeful. 

In  order  to  raifs  an  abhorrence  of  perfecution 
in  general,  and  of  popifh  perfecution  in  parti-* 
cuhsr,  and  confequently  of  the  popijh  religion,  a 
fewfeleSi  inflances  of  the  mojl  execrable  cruelties^ 
taken  chiefly  from  that  book,  have  been  given  in 
fome  of  the  following  Jheets. 

For  as  the  ancient  Spartaijs  .  expofed  their 
Jlofves  iwbeniirunk  to  the  young  people^  thai  tbcj 
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feeing  the  deformity  offucb  an  odious  vice  might 
mmd  it ;  fo  may  we  not  hope^  that  placing  ex^^ 
amples  of  fhocking  barbarities  in  the  reader^ r 
view  will  be  a  means  of  exciting  a  dete/iatitni 
againfl  cruelty  in  general^  and  religious  cruelty 
in  particular  ? 

Archbifhop  Tillotfon  was  of  opinim^  that 
^  trcnfubjiantiation  is  like  a  mill-ftone  hung 
^  jobout  the  neck  of  popery  J  which  wiUfink  it  at. 
^*  the  lajl  ^J*  But  is  not  perfecution^  fo  noto-^ 
riosifly  the  principle  andpra^ice  of  this  religion^ 
Uke  a  fill  beamier  milUfiorUj  which  mufl  inevi-^ 
tahlyprodwe  that  mq/i  defirabk  effeSl  ?  For  ibo' 
all  men  cannot  fee  the  abfurdity  offalfe  doSlrines^ 
yetfurefy  every  man^  ejpecialfy  every  good-na-^ 
tured  and  humane  many  mufi  fee  that  a  religion^ 
which  teaches  and  exercifes  cruelty ^  can  be  n^ 
other  than  /i  cruel  and  a  wicked  religion^ 

Should  any  aJky-^-^hy  fo  much  is  faid  con^^ 
cermng  perjecution  in  a  country  where  it  is  ntO^ 
at  prefent  in  ufe^-^tlx  anfwer  isy^^in  order  that 
it  never  may  come  into  ufe  again ;  and  more  ejpe^\ 
dally  to  beget  the  utmq/l  averfkm  to  a  religion 
which  is  an  affront  to  the  Deity ^  deflruSlive  of 
morality^  a  contradiction  to  common  fenfey  and 
afcandal  to  human  nature. 

If  in  thefe  Effays  the  reader  fhould find  fome. 
opinions  treated  withfreedomy  which  he  has  been 
accu/lomed  to  regard  ipith  reverence y  be  is  in- 

treated 
/  Armon  the  26th,  vol.  I  of  hU  wotks^  {o\.  ^$v\lou. 
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treated  not  to  grow  angry  y  nor  pafs  too  hafiy  a 

judgment :  for  pajion  often  prevents  us  from 

forming  a  right  judgment^  and  a  bafiy  decifimt 

iifehkmaju/lone.  ^ 

^  the  doBrine  of  Everlajiing  Punijbments  ii 
tmdoubtedly  a  fpecies  of  religioui  trueky^  and 
appears  to  be  asfaife  and  pernicious  asfhocking 
and.  dreadful^  ^^as^  derogatory  to  the  honour  of 
God  as  deftruSive  Jo  the  peace  of  mankind^  mi 
attempt  is  therefore  made  to  fet  fi  deteflabk  an 
opinion  in  a  clear  lights  and  anfwer  the  chief 
arguments  commonly  ufed  to  defend  it^  Ani 
Jurely  this  attempt  is  the  more  necejary^  asabe^ 
kef  that  the  Almighty  would  give  exigence  id 
any  creature  fo  much  as  liaUe  to  be  etemalfy 
miferabky  might  tend  to  raife  doubts  concermn^ 
hismfdomi  bisknowledgej  and  bis  goodnefs. 

Faith  anld  Divine  Revelation  having  a  near 
eonHeSiion  imtb  feveral  if  tb^  foregoing  ful^effs^ 
they  are  (^  treated  of 

Jsfo  attempts  will  be  made  in  the  following 
^ffays  to  miflead  or  deceive  by  art  or  fubtiltyi 
mr  to  imptfeby  authorities  i  the  author  is  indeed 
^  opinion  y  that  authority  ferves  many  times  to 
confirm  and  perpetuate  falfehood^  and  that  if 
men  made  lefs  ufe  offubtilty  and  more  of  common 
fenfe^  and  appealed  feUmier  to  authority  and 
mwe  frequently  to  reafon^  they  would  be  much 
fefs  liable  to  errpr^  isnd  Pfwb  more  likely  to  dif' 

f^fr  truth, 

Wtb«r 
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Neither  does  be  pretend  to  impofe  bis  fentt^ 
ments  tnagijierialfy  on  others :  be  isfuUyfen^U.^ 
he  bath  no  rigbt  fo  to  do :  as  be  expels  and, 
claims  a  liberty  of  judging  for  bimfelfybeisjin^ 
cerely  defirous  tbat  every  man  Jhbuld  enjdy  the 
famsyond  as  fncerely  wijhes  to  receive  ii^orma-^ 
timfrtm  any  perfon  who  will  give  it  with  goo4 
temper  and  good  manners: . nayy  he  would  koji^ 
"milingly  profit  by  it  tbo^  void  of  both.       *  ^     > 

Notwith/landing  it  is  the  indi^ej^ibk  duty* 
ofaU  men  freely  toexamine^  accords^  to  the  befi 
'^ their  capacities^  every  article  of  religion  which 
they  are  required  to  belkwy  yet  thofe  who  do  thii.^ 
tben^elvesy  and  admife  others  to  do  tbe^  Uie^  ar6 
very  frequently  y  dndoftentimes  veryfai^fy^  r^- 
^efented  as  immoral  in  their  lives  and^entious 
in  their  principles.    But  were  this  the  cafe^^^ 
mgbtntafucb  perfonl  give  good  adsiwei  andex^ 
pofe  the  abfurdity  ^falfe  doSlrinks  f  ■^/i  indeed 
mqft  eamefily  to  be  wijhed^  that  allmeniivedfo^^ 
berly%  righteoujbfy  dndpiM/lyi  anditl^ore  efpe- 
daily  behoves  ^  thofe\wbo take  upon  them  ^  ^tiixp- 
tffi  points  of  religion  or  moraUiy  fo.  to  live.* 
BefideSy  it  is  freely  acknowledged^  that  bddnfen 
have  rarely  either  the  inclination  or  p&wer  to ' 
do  much  good.     Neverthelejsy  if  immoral perjons 
tell  us  the  truths  we  ought  to  receive  it  for  its  . 
Ofwn  fake.     Should  we  dijbelieve  the  truth  of- 
religion,  or  beJifgufied  againfi  ity  becau/e  of  the 
vffhujJhes  of  fome  who  are  the  teachers  of  it ^ 

'  ^  ICC 
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we  JhouU  certainly  a£i  contrary  to>  reafon  and 
with  great  imprudence. 

If  free-thinking  didfgnify^  or  properly f peak- 
ing include  immorality  or  licentioufnefs^  it  ought 
certainly  to  be  detejled :  but  nothing  can  be  more 
manifeji  than  that  ujing  this  term  infuch  afenfe 
if  a  moji  flagrant  abufe  of  words.    It  is  true^ 
Jome  who  have  called  themfehes  free-thinkers 
have  been  immoral  and  profligate  perfons :  and 
have  not  many^  who  pretended  to  the  great ejl  zeal 
for  religion^  beenfome  of  the  moft  deceitful  and 
hypocritical  wretches  that  ever  appeared  hi  the 
worlds  Tetfor  thefe  reafons  to  denominate  free^' 
thinking  immorality  and  licentioufnefs^  or  reU^ 
gion  deceit  and  hypocrify^  would  be  equally  abfurd 
and  unjujl.     As  religion  properly  fgnifies  the 
performance  of  our  duty  to  God^fo  by  free-think^ 
ing  is  meant  a  free  inquiry  into  allfubjeSisfuited  '- 
to  our  capacities^  and  more  efpecially  thofe  ref- 
lating to  religion^  in  order  to  a  reafonable fervice 
of  our  Creator^  and  a  right  conduSi  towards 
mankind. 

Tihere  is  a  praSiice  too  common  among  mojl 
difputantSy  of  entering  into  perfonal  altercations  ^ 
and  tbejirjl  means  made  ufeofby  many  writers 
to  convince  fuch  whom  they  think  in  the  wrong  is 
to  abufe  them.  Certain  divines  have  been  very 
remarkable  for  this  conduSl  towards  thofe  they 
call  free-thinkers :  when  any  of  the  former  order 
have  behaved  like  gentlemen^  and  treated  tht  lat- 

a  ter 
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ter  civilly^  they  have  been  reproached  with  affedl- 
ing  the  fame  of  moderation^  or  the  higher  am^ 
bition  of  the  good  word  of  thofe  whofe  opinions 
they  oppofed. 

Doubtlefs^  moderation  is  looked  upon  as  a  vice 
by  fome  perfons  5  their  writings  and  behaviour 
evidently  prove  their  averfon  to  it  5  andfuch  are 
apt  to  defpife  the  good  word  of  thofe  they  pretend 
to  reclaim  from  error:  but  others  may  think 
moderation  a  mojl  amiable  virtue^  and  that  con^- 
ciliating  the  good  will  of  thofe  they  would  con^ 
vince  of  a  mijiake^  is  oftentimes  very  ferviceable 
Howards  fitting  them  right. 

Men  of  extreme  choleric  orfplenetic  complec- 
tions  frequently  appear  mighty  s^ealous  for  what 
they  call  religion :  but  when  we  plainly  fee  thai 
as  much  ^eal  appears  on  other  fubjeSfs^  efpecialty 
in  defence  of  jirange  paradoxes^  which  fome  of 
thefe  zeqlots  are  mojl  immoderately  and  ridicu^ 
louflyfond  of\  and  that  they  behave  to  all  who 
prefumi  to  diffent  from  them^  tho  perhaps  only 
on  fome  trivial  points  of  literature^  with  excejjive 
haughtinefs,  and  are  tit  the  higbejl  degree  impa* 
tieritvf  contradiSHon',  canwefuppofe  any  othery 
unlefs fome fmall  allowance  be  made  for  hypocHfy 
on  account  of  certain  worldly  emolument Sy  ihdti 
thaf  all  this  faming  zeal  proceeds '.  entirely  from 
an  over-heated  and  dijiefnpet'ed  brdin^niShich 
produces  pride ^  arrogance ^  •  and'  violence  of 
temper? 
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Is  it  mt  therefore  probable  that  a  low  diet^  with 
bleedingy  purging^  or  fome  other  juitable  evacua^ 
timsy^might  be  excellent  remedies  for  this  intern^ 
per  ate  and  preternatural  heat?  Undoubtedly  many 
peccant  humours^  which  break  out  in  a  kind  of 
morbid  zealy  mighty  as  well  as  enthufafm  andfa^ 
naticifm^  be  carried  off  by  phyjical  appUcations  ^ 
and  a  proper  regimen. 

About  the  middle  of  the  lajl  century^  when  the 
difeafe  of  entbufiafm  was  very  epidemic^  and  the 
rage  of  zeal  ran  to  diflraStion^  a  quaker  went  t9 
Rome  to  convert  the  pope^  and  was  admitted  to 
audience :  immediately  after  which  the  pope  ^* 
dered  his  chief  pbyfician  to  take  the  utmojl  can 
ofthep(^r  man,  and. when  cured  that  hefhould  b^ 
fent  to  kh  own  country^  and  no  injury  whatever 
offered  to  him.  In  this  aSlion  the  pope  certainly 
fhewed  as, much  humanity  as  knowledge  of  human 
nafure. 

W^pfy  would  it  han)e  been^  if  dllpopes^  and  all 
others^  in  authority  y  Ifad^  behaved  in  t  ha  fame  niiU 
and  charitable  manner,  and  that  no  violence  or 
.cruelties  had  ever^been  exercifed  upon  innocent 
and  well-meaning  enthufiafls.  But  as  to  hot'- 
headed  zealots,  who  are  naturally  inclined  to  mif- 
chief ykefde  the falutary,mthods  above-mentioned, 
it  is  abfolutely  nciceffaryfor  the ^ ace  andfafety  of 
fgciety,  as  well  (is for  their  own  particular  benefit, 
that  they  p:)ould  be  kept  utider proper  rejlraint^  and 
never  be  trujled  with  power  j  for  power  would 
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greatly  increafe  their  mojl  dejperatejjfmpttmuy  and 
infucb  bands  be  attended  with  extreme  ill  confe^ 

^  quence  to  the  public.  IfBcickxXandlaZuA^in/iead 
of  being  tbusarmed^  bad  been  fut  wider  a  proper 
^regimeriy  andfent  tofucb  a  place  as  Bedlam,  it 
migbt  bave  been  of  Jingular  fervice  to  tbemfehesy 
and  ncotdd  bave  prevented  infinite  evils  wbicb 
tbis  nation  fuffered  by  tbeir  mad  and  outrageous 
bebaviour. 

^    Tbis  preface  being  lengthened  beyond  wbat  was 
atfirji  intended^  very  little  nwrewill  be  added. 

If  the  Author  of  tbefe  Ejfays^  becaufe  be  has 
called  in  quejlionfome  opinions  commonly  received 
as  ortbodoxyjbould  be  afperfed  with  being  a  profit - 
gateperfon^  and  writing  with  a  view  ofencou^ 
-r aging  licentioufnefsy  be  hopes  bis  manner  of  life 
will  difprove  the  former  ^  and  that  wbat  be  now 
offers  to  tbepubUc  will  demonftrate  the  latter  to  be 
falfe. — He  bath  on  tbis  occqfion  examined  his 
ewn,beart  with  all pqffibleJlriSlnefs  and  imparti^ 
^^ity^  md  is  well  affured  that  the  principal^  if 
not  the  only  motive  of  wbat  be  has  here  written^ 
'is  ajincere  defire  to  diffuade  men  from  tbepra£lice 

V  -of cruelty  of  all  kinds ;  to  prevail  with  them  to  form 

'  rational y  andy  as  much  as  in  them  liesy  wortly 

opinions  concerning  the  Deity  and  the  methods  of 

worjhipping  him-,  and  confequently  the  writer's 

,real  intention  is  to  promote  humanity y  virtue^ 

'  piety  y  and  true  religion. 
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To    Mr.    J.   M. 


Dear  Sir, 

?  CANNOT,  with  fatisfadion  to 
P  myfelf,  enjoy  the  noble  pre- 
I  fent  of  books  yoQ  have  been 
)  fo  kind  to  fend  me,  without 
^  acknowledging  it  in  a  man- 
ner fomewhat  more  durable  than  by  word 
of  mouth.  But  as  I  know  that  repeated 
thanks  would  not  be  agreeable  to  your  ge- 
nerous mind,  I  iball  retrain  my  pen  from 
doing  juftice  to  my  heart,  and  rather  telt 
you,  what  I  am  fure  you  will  hear  with  plea- 
iiire,  —  That  nothing  could  have  been  mcn« 
8  as 
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agreeable  and  acceptable,  and  I  really  think 
more  beneficial  to  me^  than  this  mark  of 
your  afFcdion. 
J  As  I  have  no  extravagant  inclinations  to 
gratify,  and  live  within  my  income,  an  addi*^ 
tion  of  fortune,  at  my  time  of  life  efpeciallyj 
would  have  been  no  great  benefit,  nor  have 
afforded  me  much  pleafure,  except  that  of 
beftowing,  which  is  indeed  a  pleafure.  I 
have  food  and  raiment  for  the  body,  and  am 
therewith  content:  but  you  have  given  me 
food  for  the  mind,  which,  if  my  digeflion 
and  concodlion  were  but  good  enough,  would 
afford  excellent  nourifhment. 

M  A  JTY  of  the  viands  you  have  furni(hed  my 
table  with,  are  not  only  of  the  befl  kind,  but 
fo  neatly  difhed  up,  as  to  pleafe  the  eye,  and 
excite  the  appetite,  at  the  fame  time  that  they 
afford  the  mofl  delicious  repafl.  Do  not  yoa 
think  that  Horace,  whofe  charafleriftic  was 
elegance,  would  have  been  delighted  with 
fuch  an  degant  tranfcript  of  his  works,  as 
Pine  has  given  to  the  public,  and  you  to  me? 
I  doubt  not  but  it  would  have  produced  art 
ode  in  praife  of  the  ingenious  artift.  And 
might  not  Cafar  himfelf,  could  he  be  fen- 
fible  of  it,  receive  pleafure  in  feeing  fuch  an 
accurate  and  beautiful  edition  of  his  Com- 
mentaries, as  the  late  learned  Dr.  Clarke 
publiftied  and  favoured  the  world  with?  Had 
•  '^  ^-  this 
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this  magnificent  performance  appeared  in 
Cdfar's  time,  he  would  certainly  have  made 
the  editor  a  princely  prefentj  (for  Cafar 
was  generous)  and  I  think  he  would  not 
have  forgot  honeft  Jacoi  Tonforiy  the  printer, 
who  has  admirably  well  acquitted  himfelf  of 
hiiB  part.  I  affure  you,  if  I  had  as  rich  a 
cabinet,  as  Alexander  the  Great  was  poifefled 
ef,  and  which  he  thought  could  not  be  fo 
well  furniftied  as  with  Homer's  works,  I 
would  place  this  book  in  it;  yet  not  fo  much 
for  its  own  fake,  tho'  very  valuable,  as  for 
that  of  the  donor. 

But  to  be  a  little  more  particular  refpeft* 
ing  the  beRcfit  accruing  to  me  by  yout  kind 

gift. 

Having  been,  as  you  know,  for  between 

thirty  and  forty  years  engaged  in  variety  of  "^ 
aflFairs,  which,  by  reafon  of  my  ill  ftate  of 
health  for  the  laft  ten  or  twelve  years,  be- 
came very  burdenfome  to  me;  but  being  in 
a  good  degree  freed  from  the  trouble  of 
bufinefs  and  the  mifcry  of  pain,  I  have  for 
fome  time  fufpedted,  that  I  was  not  without 
danger  of  falling  into  too  much  indolence; 
perhaps  of  feeding  the  body,  and  ftarving 
the  blind.  But  the  mental  entertainment 
yott  have  fo  kindly  provided  for  me,  has 
given  a. new  turn  to  my  difpdfitiin,  and 
I  hope:lviUbe  a  meads  i>f  putting.  th(  in^ 

B  2  \,d\t.Ci\3i^ 
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tellciftual  faculties  into  a  quicker  tnotionr 
To  gain  this  point,  give  me  leave  to  tell  you 
how  I  employ  myfclf,  or  rather  how  you 
have  employed  me.  I  am  at  prefent  prin- 
cipally engaged  in  reading  hiftory,  and  par- 
ticularly renewing  my  acquaintance  with 
Cafar  and  Livy.  Will  you  indulge  me  in 
communicating  to  you  my  thoughts  on 
thcfc  authors?  What  is  the  chief,  or  in- 
deed almoft  the  only  fubjedl  of  their  hifto- 
ries?  Do  but  read  the  titles  of  Cafar'% 
particularly;  De  bello  GallicOy  De  bello  Bifpa^ 
nienfi^  De  bello  Africano^  &c.  and  what  is 
worft  of  all,  De  bello  civili.  Methinks, 
fuch  tranfadions,  varied  and  extended  to 
other  nations,  are  a  kind  of  epitome  of 
the  principal  contents  of  mofl  hiflories, 
facred,  as  they  are  called,  and  prophane. 
And  pray,  what  are  all  thefe  recitals  of 
wars?  Are  they  in  reality  any  other  than 
fo  many  accounts  of  horrid  and  barbarous 
murders,  committed  by  mten  on  their  own 
Ipecies  ?  And  for  what  ?  This  is  a  queftion 
that  very  few  of  the  multitudes  employed 
in  this  cruel  butcherly  work  can  anfwer. 
A  king  or  an  emperor,  who  it  is  very  likely 
has  much  uncultivated  ground  in  his  domi- 
nions, and  will  certainly  caufe  a  great  deal 
more  to  become  fo  by  the  deftrudtion  of 
his  people  in  war^  wants  a  larger  territory ; 

and 
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'  and  he  who  perhaps  totally  negledts  the  go- 
vernment of  his  own  fubjedls,  or  governs 
them  very  ill,  and  treats  them  as  flaves, 
fpares  neither  blood   or  treafure    to  bring 
more  people  under  his  dominion,  that  he 
may  add  to  the  number  of  the    aiHided 
aiid  the  miferable.     It  is  apparent,  that  luft 
of  power,  and    the    ienfelefs    quarrels    of 
|)rinces,  are  generally  the  caufes  of  wars,. 
and  of  the  devaflations  and  cruel  daughter 
of  their  fubjeds   attending  them.      About 
an  hundred  years  ago,^  the  king  o(  Pegu 
made  w^  agalnft  the  king  of  Siam^  with 
an  army  of  above  a  millioa  of  foot,  two 
hundred  tbouland  horfe,  five  thouiand  ele« 
phants,  three  thoufand  camels,  &r»     The 
caufe  of  this  war  was  to  take  two  white 
elephants  from  the  king  of  Siam  ^  and  to 
do  the  like  from  the  king  of  P^u^  the 
kings  of  Jrriean   and  Tangu  waged  wac 
with  him  \ 

HORACE/in  his  fccond  epiftle  to  Lollius^ 
lays,  very  juftly, 

Sluicquid  delirant  regeSj  pk&untur  Acbivi. 

And  your  fav-ourite  Virgil^  at  the  latter  end  of 

his  firft  book  of  Georgics^  very  emphatically 

deplores  the  miferies  of  war  in  the  following 

lines: 

B  3  ^tot 

5  Adas  Geogrs^phusy  vol  III,  Afia,  p»  66a% 
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— .    — -    —  tot  Bella  per  orhem  : 
Tarn  multa  fcelerum  fades :  non  ullus  aratr^ 
Dignus  honos :  fqualent  abduBis  arva  cohnis, 
Et  curvce  rigidum  fakes  conflantur  in  enfem. 
Hinc  movet  Euphrates^  iilinc  Ger mania  helium  : 
Vicina  rupiis  inter  fe  legibus  urbes 
Armaferunt :  fcevit  toto  Mars  impius  orhe.    - 

I  SHALL  only  ftop  a  moment  to  obferv# 
with  what  propriety  Virgily  whett:,  ho  Jva3 
writing  on  huftandry,  complains  .jof  :the 
plough  not  receiving  due  honour^  tbl5  fieljds 
lying  wafle,  their  owners  forced,  to  bear 
arms,  arid  the  crooked  fcytbes  hein^  forged 
into  cruel  fwords.  But  furcly^  ifithe  people 
have  no  real  intereft  in  the  quarjreb  of 
their  princes,  as  it  is  certain  they  very  fcU 
dom  have,  it  would  be  highly  reafonable 
that  the  princes  only  (hould  fight  Would 
it  not  have  been  infinitely  more  juft,  that 
Alexander  and  Darius^  Cafar  and  Pompey^ 
and  many  more  fuch  deftroyipg  heroes  who 
might  be  mentioned,  {hould  have  decided 
their  difputes  by  fingle  combat,  than  that 
fo  many  thoufands  (hould  have  been  facri- 
ficed  to  their  ambition  ?  It  was  certainly  a 
noble  adion,  and  worthy  of  great  commen- 
dation, in  our  kingHenry  the  fifth,  that  foon 
after  he  arrived  in  France  to  aflert  and  ob- 
tain his  right  to  the  crown  of  that  kingdom;^ 
2  be 
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he  fent  a  letter  to  the  Dauphin,  in  \yhicl> 
2ie  challenged  him  ta  a  fingle  cpmbat, 
**  t^iat  fo,"  as  he  expreffedl  it,,  "  the  lives 
of  many  men  might  be  fpared^  and  the 
quarrel  between  them  two  be  honourably 
fought  and  decided  by  themfelves/*  An 
immepfe  treafure^  and  the  lives  of  perhaps 
a  million  of  |)eople^  might  have  been  faved^ 
if  Lems  the  fourteenth  oi  France y  when  he 
was  young,  and  firft  began  to  difturb  Europe^ 
bad  been  thus  engaged  to  fight  fingly.  Our 
William  the  third,  if  he  had  come  a  little 
fooner  into  the  worlds  would  not,  I  believe, 
have  refufed  the  combat :  tho*  I  could  ra- 
ther have  wifhed,  that  circumftances  had 
concurred  to  have  matched  Lewis  with 
Charles  the  twelfth  of  Sweden^  and  have 
brought  them  together  upon  the  ftage.  The 
fubjeds  of  fuch  a  pair  of  royal  gladiators 
would  certainly  have  had  reafon  to  wifh 
they  might  both  have  fallen  in  the  dif- 
pute*  But  the  worft  is,  that  tho*  thefe  per- 
nicious princes,  or  fome  of  them,  might 
have  been  by  this  means  deftroyed,  yet  bad 
kings  are  like  the  heads  of  the  Hydra :  if 
one  is  cut  off,  another  immediately  fprouts 
up. 

I  WAS  about  to  have  proceeded  in  my 
fpeculations,  and  have  inquired  what  may 
be  the  reafon,  that  although  wars  are  many 
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times  unjuft,  and  always  a  terrible  calamityijj 
yet  not  only  the  bulk  of  mankind,  but  you, 
and  I,  and  many  more  peaceable  per&ns, 
are  neverthelefs  delighted  with  the  accounts 
and  dcfcriptions  which  hiftory  and  poetry 
give  of  wars  and  battles;  and  to  have  made 
ibme  further  obfervations  on  war  and  cmel- 
ty  i  but  for  fear  I  fliould,  by  the  length  of 
this  letter,  rather  tire  than  divert  you,  I 
fiiall  c»ily  add,  that 

7tf/»,  6cc. 
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LET  T    E    R 


To    the    Same. 


....        J> . 

Dear  Sir,'    "     ' 

AS  you  defice  that  I  would  proceed  in 
the  inquiry  and  obrervations  mentioned 
in  my  former  letter,  and  tell  me  it  would 
be  a  pleafure  to  you  to  fee  them,  I  comply 
with  chearfulnefs :  for  I  cannot  gratify  my- 
felf  more  highly  than  in  giving  pleafure 
to  one  I  fo  much  efteem. 

That  the  greateft  poets,  who  are  certainly 
ibme  of  the  moft  curious  obfervers  and  beii: 
judges  of  human  nature^  and  particularly 

lie 
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the  epic  poets,  have  been  feafible  of  the  nni* 
verfal  tafle  of  mankind  for  defcriptions  of 
wars  "dsA  battles,  agreeably  to  what  is  men- 
tioned in  my  laft,  is  evident;  for  thefe  are 
the  principal  fubje(^  of  the  liiad  and  JEjieidz 
and,  in  Paradife  Lofi^'i^t  author  has  given  us 
a  batde  of  angels,  which  by  great  numbers  . 
of  his  readers, IS  acit,  I  bdietre,  the  leaftf 
admired  part  of  that  divine  perforaiance.| 
Give  me  leave  to  mention  a  fourth  poem  o0 
tl)^  fame  kind,  which  has  done^  honour  tof 
th^  age  and  nation,  and  will,  I  doubt  not^ 
be  applauded  by  future  generations,  even  at 
long  as  the  EngHJh  language  js"  ifnderftood^ 
(which, 'perhaps,  maybe  foi:  ever:)  gre^ 
part  of  this  poem  is  alfo  on  the  fame  fub-- 
}%&& ;  and  the  battles  between  Ltenidas  2liA 
the  PerfianSy — fomeof  the  braveft  and  mo£t 
glorious  on  the  fide  of  the  fortner,  beeaufe 
in  defence  of  liberty  and  his  country,  that 
AVer  were  fought,^^  have,  I  believe,  been 
ttniyeri^lly  admirjgijdw  Several  of  our-beft 
ti^agic  poets  have  slfo  not  only  defcribed 
battles,  but  even  Jntroduced/  them  on-  the 
ilage.  How  prepofterous  foever  this  laft* 
mentioned  practice  may  he,  (and  prepof« 
terous  indeed  I  think  It^).  nererthelefs  it 
ftrves  to  fliew  how  pleiifing. thefe  poets 
iisY^e  thought  fochreprefefatatioas  are  to  the 
people*  /   •        r   i,u 
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M  Y  inquiry  then  i§^  what  may  be  the  rea^ 
ion  that  tho'  wars  are  for  the  moft  part  un-* 
juft,  and  always  a  terrible  calamity,  yet  not 
only  the  bulk  of  mankind,  but  you,  and  !» 
and  xnany  more  who  condemn  and  abhor  all 
wars  not  abfolutely  ncceffary,  are  neverthe- 
kfs  delighted  with  the  accounts  and  defcrip* 
tions  which  hiftory  and  poetry  give  of  wars 
and  battles  ? 

\  Respecting  the  bulk  of  mankind,  I 
iear  their  fayage  tempers  have  the  greatefl 
fliare  in  this  pleafure :  but  as  to  the  delight 
that  humane  and  peaceable  perfons  take  la 
inch  accounts  and  defcriptions,  I  think  it  may 
partly  proceed  from  tjieir  obferving  the  fore* 
fight,  contrivance;,  and  flratagems  of  the 
generals  and  commanders  of.  armies,^  which 
are  niade  ufe  of  to  defeat  their  enemies; 
that  change  of  fcenes^  and  variety  of  ^iSdon^ 
which  fo  frequently  occur  in-j war;  and, 
above  all,  that  intrepidity>,\  that  xofirage, 
which  enables  men  toilppk  fteadily  a(  death 
without  Oirinking:  thefe  are  incidents  that 
both  pl^e  and  aflonifh. 

Peh6aps  there  are  few  fights  in  the  world 
which  would  afibrd  more  pleafure,  even  to  a 
humane  companionate  man,  (fuppofing  him 
to  be  a  mere  fpe^ator,)  than  two  great  ar- 
mies drawn  up  in  order  of^  battle,  and  ready 
tp  engage,.    This  pleafur^^  to  fuch  a  perfon» 
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cannot  proceed  from  the  idea  of  the  {laughter 
of  his  fellow-creatures  foon  to  enfue,  which 
on  the  contrary  muft  ftrike  him  with  hor- 
ror;  but  probably  he  feparates  thefe  ideas 
in  his  mind,  from  thofe  objeds  which  are 
prefent  to  his  fight;  fuch  as  the  multitude 
of  men  and  horfcs,  the  like  of  which  is 
hevcr  to  be  fecn  on  any  other  occafion  but 
that  of  war;  their  orderly  and  exaft  ar- 
rangement, the  gaudy  trappings  of  the  horfes^ 
the  fplendor  of  the  habits  of  the  men,  and 
the  fliining  brightnefs  of  their  armour 
and  weapons:  thefe,  I  fay,  if  viewed  and 
confidered  abftrafte<ily  from  what  is  to  fol- 
low, muft  give  great  pleafure ;  but  I  confefe 
that  which  is  to  follow,  will  be  very  apt  ta 
obtrude  upon  the  inind,  and  will  then  cafi 
a  horrible  gloom  over  all  thefe  glaring 
objedis.  '  ^ 

It  is  alfp  certain;  tliat  not  only  two  ar- 
mies thus  drawn  up  In  order  of  battle,  and 
ready  to  engage,  will  give  pleafure  to  fuch 
a  mere  fpedator  as  I  have  defcribed,  but 
the  very  battle  itfelf  may  be  viewed  witb 
a  fort  of  pleafing  horror.  Here,  befidc  the 
ancient  and  common  obfervation,  that  fee- 
ing others  in  danger  while  we  ourfelves 
are  in  fafety,  aflPords  a  kind  of  delight,  we 
muft  likewife  allow,  that  as  the  mind  is. 
apt  to  reft  principally  on   thofe  objedls^ 

which. 
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which  afford  it  moil  pleafure;  fo  in  this 
cafe  fome  of  the  particulars  above-mentioned, 
as  the  multitude/  their  fplendid  appear- 
ance, (Sc.  joined  with  their  different  mo- 
tions, evolutions,  and  the  like ;  the  addrefs 
and  courage  which  appear  in  attacking  and 
defending,  with  the  fuccefs  on  each  fide 
frequently  varying,  and  the  fufpence  the 
mind  is  held  in,  are  apt  to  engrofs  the  at- 
tention, and  in  fome  degree  at  leafl  to  AU 
vert  it  from  the  flaughter. 

HOMERy  after  having  praifed  the  great 
(kill  fhewn  in  a  battle  he  had  been  juft 
defcribing  between  the  Greeks  and  Trojans, 
fuppofes  fuch  a  fpedator  in  the  following 
words,  as  tranflated  by  Mr.  Pope  : 

Had  fome  brave  chief  this  martial fcene  beheld. 
By  Pallas  guarded  thro"  the  dreadful  field -^ 
Might  darts  be  bid  to  turn  their  points  away, 
Andfwords  around  him  innocently  play  ^ 
T^e  war*s  whole  art  with  wonder  had  hefeen  ^ 

Since  the  view,  then,  of  a  real  bat- 
tle, may  afford  a  fort  of  pleafure  to  a 
humane  compafRonate  man,  as  a  mere  fpec- 
tator,  it  is  no  wonder  that  the  defcriptions 
of  battles  and  other  war-like  tranfadtions 
given  us  by  hiflorians  and  poets  (hould  do 
the  fame  5  efpecially  when  drawn  in  fo  lively, 

«>  /KwJ  book  IV. 
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juft,  and  maftcrly  a  manner,  as  to  bring 
the  fubjeds  of  thcfe  defcriptions,  as  it  were, 
before  our  view:  thus  Cafar^  Polybius^ 
Livy^  ^intus  Curtius^  and  other  hiftorknsi 
as  well  as  the  above-mentioned  poets  and 
others,  have  done.  Indeed,  juft,  lively,  and 
natural  defcriptions  and  reprefentations,  whe- 
ther by  the  pen  or  the  pencil,  tho'  the 
fubjeds  of  them  may  be  horrible,  do  yet 
afford  a  fort  of  pleafure  to  the  reader  or  fpec-^ 
tator.  How  many  pidures  of  martyrdoms^ 
jMid  other  fubjedls  in  themfelves  (hocking, 
Bave  you  and  I  feen,  particularly  in  Roman 
Catholic  countries,  which  notwithftanding 
they  have  made  us  fhudder,  yet  the  exqui- 
fite  fkill  they  have  been  performed  with, 
has  .greatly  engaged  our  attention,  and  even 
Extorted  our  applaufe  ? 

Perhaps  alfo  the  reading  romances  in 
bur  youth,  which  are  all  made  up  of  love 
and  fighting,  may  contribute  to  the  pleafure 
we  receive  in  our  mature  age,  by  hiftorical 
and  poetical  accounts  and  defcriptions  of 
wars  and  battles.  May  not  the  delight  we 
took  in  reading  the  Seven  Champions  of 
Cbriftendom  in  our  infency,  give  us  the  grea- 
ter gufto  for  Sluintus  Curtius  and  Homer  in 
pur  more  advanced  years  ?  Don  ^ixote^  as 
dpfcribed  by  Cervantes^  that  juft  and  fine 
copier  of  human  nature,  was,  you  know, 

'         .  fuppofed 
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fuppofed  to  be  fo  afFefted  by  reading  to^ 
xnances  in  his  youth,  as  afterwards  to  iiam* 
ble  about  the  world,  4nd  ^d  the  very  parts 
of  his  admired  heroes.  And  tho'  we  are 
far  from  being  Don  ^ixotes^  yet  that 
which  might  be  thought  to  influence  him  in 
fo  great  a  degree^  may  influenoe  us  in  a 
kfs. 

In  reading  hiftorical  accounts  of  the  ^2Lvi 
of  different  -  nations,  tho*  they  may  iiar<5 
happened  many  hundred  years  fince,  we  are 
apt  to  take  party,  intereft  ourfclves  in  thd 
difpute,  and  wifh  fuccefs  to  one  fide.  I  re-^ 
member,  in  a  late  converfation  with  you  on 
this  fubjcift,  I  obferved,  that  refpefting  thofc 
wars  which  the  Romans  were  concerned  in^ 
I  was  generally  on  their  fide:  you  fmiled, 
and  acknowledged  that  you  were  fo  todi 
(Our  fimilar  manner  of  thinking,  on  more 
material  points,  has  often  given  me  plcafure,. 
and  caufed  me  to  entertain  a  better  opinion 
of  my  own  judgment  than  I  fhould 
otherwife  have  done.)  May  not  this  pro- 
ceed partly  from  the  many  inftances  of  vir- 
tue, both  public  and  private,  that  are  fire- 
quently  met  with  in  the  hiflories  of  that 
brave  people,  and  the  very  contrary  fo  no^ 

torious  in  many  of  their  enemies  ? 

The  Romans^  I  mean*  the  ancient  R9^ 

mans^  lis  a  people,  except  in  the  triumphs 
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of  their  generals,  which,  however  ufefai  as 
a  political  inftitution,  I  always  thought  very* 
barbarous,  appear  to  have  been,  for  the 
moil:  part,  humane  and  jufl,  if  we  may 
properly  call  any  nation  humane  and  juft^ 
who  make  war  for  conqueft;  and  many 
particular  perfons  among  them  were  fotne 
of  the  moft  illuftrious  examples  of  private 
virtue  that  we  meet  with  in  hiftory :  where- 
as the  Carthaginians^  the  mod:  formidable 
enemies  they  ever  had,  unlefs  we  except  the 
Caulsy  were  perfidious  to  a  proverb,  and 
very  crueK  The  favage,  the  diabolical  cru- 
elty they  exercifed  upon  Regulus^  whofe 
virtues  they  ought  to  have  adored,  has  made 
me  their  irreconcileable  enemy :  and  con- 
fequently  the  long  feries  of  their  fuccefs 
againft  the  Romans  under  Hannibal^  who  was 
himfelf  very  cruel,  if  we  may  believe  the 
Roman  hiflorians,  always  gives  me  pain  in 
the  reading :  and  when  a  check  was  given 
to  thofe  fuccefles,  firft  by  Fabius  Maximus^ 
and  then  by  MarcelluSy  I  rejoice  with  the 
Romans.  But  the  decifive  victory  obtained 
over  Hannibal  and  the  Carthaginians^  in 
Africa^  by  the  Romans  under  the  condudt 
of  ScipiOy  (who  was  fo  much  the  better 
man)  completes  my  fatisfadtion,  I  had  almofl; 
iaidj  my  triumph. 

I   HAVE 
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I  HAVE  now.  Sir,  in  part  complied  with 
your  requeft;  and  if  my  fentimcnts  on  this 
fubjeft  Ihould  prove  agreeable  to  yours,  and 
this  letter  ferve  to  amufe  you,  it  will  be  no 
fm^Il  fatisfai^ion  to 

Tours^  &c, 

• 

P.  S.  You  will  obferve,  Sir,  that  I  have, 
in  the  preceding  part  of  this  letter,  made 
a  query.  Whether  any  people,  who  engage 
in  war  merely  for  the  fake  of  conqueft,  may 
properly  be  ftyled  humane  and  juft  ?  Cer- 
tainly, no  nation,  which  wages  war  for 
that  purpofe,  can  deferve  thofe  epithets.  It 
may  indeed  be  pleaded  in  behalf  of  the 
RomanSy  that  when  they  fubdued  barbarous 
nations,  they  civilized  and  polifhed  them : 
but  as  this  was  not  the  motive  of  their 
wars;  pride  and  ambition  being  the  appa- 
rent incentives,  this  plea  will  not  excufe 
them.  Befides,  they  made  war  upon  the 
Greehy  who  were  much  more  poliflied 
than  the  Romans  themfelves,  and  this  purely 
to  bring  thofe  people  under  their  dominion. 

I  DO  not  rccolledl,  that  any  of  the  Roman 
hiftorians  or  poets  blame  their  countrymen 
for  making  war  merely  for  the  fake  of  con- 
queft :  oix  the  contrary,  they  extol  and  cele- 
brate them  for  it.  Even  Virgil^  who  ap- 
pears by  his  writings  to  have /been  a  perfon 
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of  great  htotfJAriity,  and,  as  we  have  already 
fctUy  ^plof&^i  in  feme  caies,  the  miferiesr 
of  war,  yet  feems  t&  exult  iff  t&is  pradicc  of 
Ifhe  Roman  |)eof)le*  He  introduees  Anchifes 
acknowledging  that  other  nations  may  fuc- 
ceed  better  in  ftatuary,  oratory,  or  aftronomy, 
than  the  Romans ;  but,  fays  he, 

^u  regere  imperio popuh^^  Romane^  memento: 
Ha  tibi  erunt  artes-,  pacifque  imponere  morem^ 
ParcerefutjeSiis^  et  debellare  fuperbos  % 

Thus  Engliflied  by  Dry  den : 

Buty  Rome,  '/w  thine  alone^  with  awful  fway^ 
To  rule  mankind^  and  make  the  world  obey\ 
Difpojing  peace^  and  war ^  thy  own  majefiicway. 
Z'  To  tame  the proud^  the  fetter^ djlave  to  free:    ^ 
Thefe  are  itpperial  arts^  and  worthy  thee. 

And  who  are  thefeproud  people  that  were  to  be 
tamed,  or,  as  the  word  debellare  more  properly 
fignifies,  fubdued  by  war?  Why,  thofe  who 
would  not  meanly  pift  with  their  hws  and 
liberties,  aftd  fubrtiit  to  tht  ^mOi  yoke. 

A  T  my  l6ifure  I  may  very  probably  give 
you  fome  farther  thoughts  oh  the  fubjcfts  of 
Crutity  add  Wat. 

EJfhy 
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CRUELTY, 
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WAR 


INTRODUCTION. 

THE  nuxnbedefs  ads  of  craeky  tbitt  now 
are,  and  always  have  beeo,  ib  frequent 
in  the  world,  as  they  are  a  difgrace  to  ho^ 
IIM0  nature,  and  of  the  mpft  pernicio^e 
and  &tal  con&qucnce  to  mankiad,  cannot 
£ul  of  giving  great  concern  to  the  humAoe 
and  compaffionate. 

It  is  natural  for  all  men,  wh^  they  are 
in  pain,  diftrefs,  or  affli^on>  to  defire  and 
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cxpcGt  aflifbnce  from  their  fellow-creatures : 
tb^  which  all  men  defire  and  exped  for 
themfelves  from  others,  every  man  {hoold, 
according  to  his  ability,  readily  afford  to 
others. 

I F  this  rale,  which  b  fo  jaft,  equal,  and 
beneficial,  was  univerlally  obfcrved,  how 
greatly  would  it  tend  to  alleviate  the  mifcries 
of  mankind,  and  promote  their  happinefs? 

But  this  is  fo  far  from  being  the  praftlce 
of  men  in  general,  or  the  rale  of  their  con- 
duft,  that  great  part  of  them  are  principally 
employed  in  bringing  mifery,  calamities,  and 
deftruiftion  on  their  own  fpedes. 

W  H  E  H  we  denominate  pity  and  compaf- 
fion  humanity,  becaufe,  as  we  lay,  they  are 
qualities  belonging  or  eflential  to  man,  do 
we  not  rather  compliment  our  fpecies,  or  at 
leaft  the  bulk  of  them,  with  what  they  ought 
to  be,  than  truly  defcribe  what  they  really 
are? 

Whoever  takes  an  impartial  view  of 
the  behaviour  and  adions  of  the  greater 
part  of  mankind,  muft  allow,  that  tender- 
nefs  and  companion  are  much  lefs  their  true 
charaderiftics,  than  hard-heartednefs  and 
cruelty,  •  But  our  being  obliged  to  acknow- 
ledge this  truth  ought  not  to  render  thofc 
vices  lefs  odious  to  us,  or  flacken  our  endea- 
vours to  eradicate  or  fupprefs  them, 

'    ^  Tho' 
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Tho'  men  in  general,  when  they  fuffer 
by  the  cruelty  of  others,  are  very  ready  to. 
exclaim  againft  it,  yet  this  vice  is  not  always 
treated  with  that  abhorrence  it  deferves^ 
The  common  people,  and  not  they  only,>> 
are  very  apt  to  take  cruelty  for  bravery,  andt 
therefore  highly  value  themfelves  and  one 
another  for  the  pradice  of  it :  but  this  is  a, 
grofs  error ;  for  cruelty  often  proceeds  from 
cowardice,  and  but  rarely  accompanies  true 
courage,  which,  on  the  contrary,  is  ufually 
attended  with  generofity  and  humanity. 


SECTION    I. 

Of  Cruelty  proceeding  from  natural  temper^ 
and  exerctfed  for  diverfon  orfport^ 

AN  ancient  philofopher  ^  was  of  opi- 
nion, that  if  virtue  and  vice  could 
be  reprefented  to  men  in  corporeal  forms, 
virtue  would  appear  fo  beautiful,  they  would 
be  inamoured  with  it,  and  vice  fo  deformed 
and  frightful^  they  would  abhor  it.  If  the 
latter  part  of  this  obfervation  is  true  of  vice 
in  general,  it  mud  be  eminently  fo  refped:- 
ing  cruelty,  which,  among  the  many  enor- 
mities men  are  guilty  of,  is  certainly  one  of 
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the  moft  horrid  and  dcteftaW^j  fo  horrid 
and  deteftable,  that  human  nature  cannot  be 
itiore  disfigured  or  debafed,  than  by  the 
practice  of  it :  it  is  indeed  the  utmoft  extent 
of  Wickcdnefs,  and  frequently  transforms 
ihen  into  devils. 

This  malignant  and  deftruftive  evil  pro- 
ceeds in  different  perfons  from  different  tau- 
fcs  or  motives.  In  fome  it  takes  its  rife 
from  their  natural  tempers ;  others  learn  it 
by  bad  examples,  -are  taught  it  by  wicked 
precepts,  or  excited  to  it  by  divers  other 
vices;  particularly,  covetoufnefs,  anger,  re- 
venge, pride,  and  ambition ;  which,  when 
they  proceed  to  the  greateft  excefs,  com- 
monly end  in  cruelty. 

That  there  is  a  nattiral  propenfity  to 
cruelty  in  great  numbers  of  our  fpecies,  is 
evident.  What  is  more  common,  than  to 
fee  people  take  plcaAirc  in  beholding  not 
only  mere  anitnab,  hut  human  creatures 
alfo,  in  pam  ami  itoifery  ;  in  inflid:ing  thefe 
evils  Oft  tfeem,  and  deftroying  their  lives ; 
and  all  this,  oftentimes,  without  «ny  other 
mcitemeHt  than  the  gratification  of  a  creel 
tcmpdr? 

If,  indeed,  a  humane  compaffionate  man, 
who  pitfes  every  objetSt  of  mifcty  within  his 
ihotke,  was  to  look  no  farther  than  into  his 
ffwn  breaft,  he  could  n<>t  conceive  that  there 
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were  fuch  diabolical  wretches  as  thefe  among 
mankind:  but  his  own  obfcrvation  and  ex- 
perience, as  well  as  the  reports  of  others, 
will  furi^ifh  him  with  but  too  many 
proofs  how  numerous  they  are  5  and  hiftory 
will  inform  him  to  what  a  degree  all  ages 
and  nations  have  abounded  with  them. 

What,  but  this  native  cruelty,  a  love  of 
it  for  itg  own  fake,  formed  a  Nero,  a  Ca- 
ligula^ a  Domitian^  or  a  MuJey  Ifmaelj  and  a 
multitude  of  fuch  monfters?  One  of  Do- 
mitian's  principal  pleafures  and  diverfions 
was  to  ftand  by  arnd  behold  tbofe,  he  had 
condemned  to  die,  put  to  death  by  the  moft 
cxquifite  tortures.  Muley  frequently  totfk 
delight  in  being  himfelf  the  bloody  execu- 
tioner, not  only  of  malefadlors  and  common 
people,  but  even  of  his  wives  and  concu- 
Jtanes  who  had  lain  in  his  bofom. 

I T  is  highly  probable,  that  if  obfervations 
had  been  made  on  thefe  and  fuch-like  mif^ 
creants  in  their  infancies, .  and  tranfmitted 
to  us,  we  fhould  have  difcovered  the  feeds 
of  that  cruelty,  then  fown  in  them  by  na- 
ture, which  afterwards  grew  up  to  fuch  an 
enormous  height.  Father  Bafnot  has  given 
ns  an  inftance  of  thi;  kind  in  his  hiftory  of 
tbc  reign  of  the  above-mentioned  Muley 
Jfnmd  %     *'  His  fon  and  presumptive  heir, 
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named  Muley  Zidan^  who,  when  he  ar- 
rived at  the  age  of  a  man,  was  fuch  ano- 
ther monfter  of  cruelty  as  his  father,    be- 
ing, when  about   five  or   fix  years  old, 
"  carried  in  the  arms  of  a  black  called  Afc- 
^*  lec^  and  meeting  a  peafant,  the  boy  afked 
Melee  for  his  cymeter  to  kill  the  man. 
The  black  told  him,   that  would  be  an 
v"  action  unworthy  of  aSherif  ;'*   (that  is,  a 
defcendant  of  Mahomet)  "  but  ftill  he  per- 
fifled,   crying,   and  threatening  to   com- 
plain  to  his  mother   the  Sultanefs,   'till 
Af^/[?r  was  forced  to  give  him  the  cymeter; 
at  the  fame  time  whifpering  to  the  pea- 
*'  fant,  that  as  foon  as  he  received  the  firft 
"  ftroke,  he  (hould  fall  down  flat  on  the 
ground,  and  lie  flill,  without  fl:irring  hand 
or  foot.     The  little    barbarous    urchin, 
feeing  the  blood  run,  and  the  man  on  the 
ground,    thinking    he   had   been     dead, 
went  away  highly  delighted."  . 
From  what,  but  a  cruel  temper,  can  it 
principally  proceed,  that  fo  great  a  part  of 
our  diverfions  are  no  better  than  fo  many 
aifts  of  barbarity?  Men,  not  contented  with 
v^  bunting  the  wild  inhabitants  of  the  forefts, 
woods,  and  fields,  alinpft  all  of  whom  in  our 
country  are   very  harmlefs,   and   frequently 
putting  them .  for  many  hours  in  the  utmoft 
-terror,  and  caufing  them  to  ftrain  every  nerve 
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to  efcape  the  favage  fury  of  their  purfuers, 
who  at  laft  kill  them  if  they  can:  men, 
not  contented  to  aft  thus  by  the  wild  crea- 
tures of  the  foreft,  &c.  are  no  lefs  cruel  to 
their  tame,  domeflic,  and  mod  ufeful  ani- 
mals,  who  may  truly  be  faid  to  "  do  good 
"  to  thofe  who  defpitefully  ufe  them:" 
thefe,  many  of  them  remarkable  for  their 
watchfulnefs,  faithfulnefs,  and  affedion  to 
their  maflers,  are,  neverthelefs,  oftentimes 
fet  to  fight,  for  the  pleafure  that  their 
owners  or  others  take  in  feeing  them  worry, 
tear,  and  deftroy  one  another  5  or  are  other- 
wife  tormented  merely  for  fport. 

But  men  of  this  favage  temper,  not  fa- 
tisfied  with  thefe  cruelties  exercifed  on  the 
brute  creation,  take  great  pleafure  in  feeing 
their  own  fpecies  wounded,  mangled,  and 
murdered  too,  for  their  diverfion.  Were 
there  not,  *till  lately  fuppreffed  by  a  very 
neceifary  and  wholfom  law,  places  fet  apart 
on  purpofe  for  fuch  cruel  fpedlacles,  which 
were  frequented  by  the  great  vulgar  as  well 
as  the  fmall  ?  and  where  not  only  mere  ani* 
mals  were  made  to  fight  with  one  another,  but 
men  hired  to  do  the  fame  ;  and  where  the 
fpedators  ufually  expreffed  great  diilatisfac- 
tion,  when  but  li^j^e  blood  was  ihed.  No 
doubt  but  it  was  a  mortification  to  them, 
that  they  might  not  frequently   fe^  rcv^tv 
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murdered  as  well  as  beafts ;  and  k  has 
rometimes  happened,  that  at  thefc  diverting 
entertainments,  equally  humane  and  laud- 
able, they  have  enjoyed  this  gratification. 

The  extreme  fondncfs  of  the' ancient  Ro^ 
mans  for  the  barbarous  fpedacles  of  be^ls 
fighting  with  beafts,  men  with  beafts,  and 
with  one  another,  and  at  a  time  too  when 
they  were  cfteen^ed  the  politeft  nation  in 
the  wotM,  is  really  aftonifliing.  j^a  and 
jlfrica  were  fi?equently  ranfacked  for  the 
iierccft  creatures,  as  lions,  tigers,  elephants^ 
&c.  to  fight  before  the  people. 

T.LIFIUS  fays,  that  ATtf/fr^  and  !>». 
tiibis^  when  thtj  were  .^diles,  made  a.ibow 
of  fixty*tbree  panthers,  and  forty  beafs  and 
elephants,  for  this  porpofe*:  and  P&iiy  gives 
account,  that  Scdurus^  in  bis  aedilefbip,  did 
the  like  with  one  hundred  and  fifty 
leopards ;  and  Dcmrtius  jS^noiarbus  with  an 
hoadred  bears  of  Numdia ;  and  P^mpey 
with  five  hundred  and  twenty  leopar(k\ 
Pkftarcb^  m  the  tUe  of  this  latter^  teUs  us, 
that  upon  the  dedicauon  of  hb  theatre  he 
entertained  the  people,  among  other  ipec- 
lades,  with  tlie  baiting  of  w3d  beafts^  and 
men  combatmg  with  them,  particularly  tioos 
and  elephants,  and  tfa^  five  hundred  of  the 
fbaner  wereikmi* 


and  6f  War.  27 

PETRONIUS,  m  the  following  lines, 
elegantly  defcribes  what  pains  the  Romans 
took  to  catch  and  bring  fo  many  wild  beafts 
to  Rome : 

^uaritur  infylvis  Maurifera^  et  ultimus  Ammon 
jifrcrum  excutiiur^  ne  defit  hellua  dente 
Ad  mortes  prMiofa  fames ^  premit  advena  clajfes 
Tigris,  et  aurata  gradiens  V££latur  in  aula, 
Ul  bibat  humanum^populo  fpe£lante,  cruorem  ^ 

• 
But  it  appears  that  the  fighting  of  gk- 

diators    was    preferred    by  the  people  to 
thefe  and  all  other  {hows. 

The  account  given  by  Titus  Livius  of 
the  beginning  of  this  barbarous  pradtice,  and 
his  cenfure  of  it,  though  he  lived  at  a  time 
when  it  was  greatly  in  fathion,  are  in  the 
following  words:  IJem  annus  (U.  C.  4S8) 
ret  fane  crudeliy  fed  mox  intemperantijjime 
ujurpat^y  initium  attulit^  utfanguis  humanus^ 
in  gratiam  levijpmi  cujufque  fpeSfatoris  affatim 
fufuSy  voluptas  publica  fieret.  Barbari  moris 
auBores  M.  et  D.  Junii  Bruti^  nefcio  qud 
pietate  defunBi  patris  cineres  honoraturi^ 
gladiatorium  munus  ediderunt,  magnofavore 
civitatis.  Sed  banc  humanitatis  injuriam  ulta 
pe/Hlentia  eji,  qua  per  ijlum  et  fequentem  an-^ 
rmm  atrwijjime  faviit  ^.  .  That  is,  This  fame 

year 

'  Cap.  119.  *  Hift.  Ub.  wi.  feft.  XUl- 
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year  (the  building  o(  Rome  4.SS)  the  barba* 
rous  cuftom,  afterwards  exceffively  pradifed, 
of  (hcdd  ng  human  blooci,  to  gratify  every 
trifling  fellow  of  a  fpedator,  became  a  pub- 
lic diverfion.  The  authors  of  this  inhuman 
cruelty  were  Marcus  and  Decimus  'Junius 
Brutus^  who,  from  I  know  not  what  pious 
defire  to  do  honour  to  their  father's  allies, 
exhibited  this  combat  of  gladiators,  which 
extremely  pleafed  the  people.  But  this  in- 
jury done  to  humanity  was  revenged  by  a 
peftilence,  which  raged  violently  during  this 
and  the  following  year. 

This  cruel  entertainment  continued  for 
a  confiderable  time  to  be  pradtifed  only  at 
the  funerals  of  fome  eminent  perfonages,  and 
then  but  few  combatants  appeared  5  but  in 
after-times,  as  is  above  mentioned,  it  became 
./  a  common  dnierfion.  Julius ^  Ccefar^  during 
his  aedilefhip,  produced  three  hundred  and 
twenty  pair  of  gladiators.  Trajan  entertained 
the  people  with  thefe  and  the  like  kind  of 
fpedtaclcs  for  one  hundred  and  twenty-three 
days  fucceflively,  in  which  time  there  ap-^ 
peared  one  thoufand  ^  pair  of  gladiators  in  the 

amphitheatre* 

^  M.  Rolling  from  whom  this  account  is  principally 

taken,  in  his  Hiftoire  R^omatne^  T.  iv.  p.  231,  fays,  dix 

mille  gladiateursy  ten  thoufand  gladiators :  but  as  I  do  not 

£nd  that  number  mentioned  by  any  other  author,  this 

may  probably  be  a  miftake.       . 
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amphitheatre.     Gordian    made  a  (hew  of 
theiii  once  a  month  for  a  whole  year:  there 
never  were  fewer  than  fifty  pair  at  a  time, 
and  fometimes  five  hundred  pair.     And  tho' 
thefc  {hows  were  at  firft  only  exhibited,  as 
before  mentioned,    on  mournful  occafions; 
yet  in  the  latter  corrupt  times  of  the  com- 
mon-wealth, and  under  their  emperors,  fuch 
was  the  cruelty  of  this  people,    that  thefe 
fpeftacles  became  part  of  their   entertain- 
ments   at  feftivals:    and  to  fuch  an  enor- 
mous  height  of  barbarity  were  they  grown, 
that  if  a  gladiator  (hewed  any  figns  of  fear, 
or  made  the  leaft  complaint  when  he  was 
wounded,   or   demanded  quarter  when  he 
was  overcome,  the  people  immediately  cried 
out,  "  Kill  him,  burn  him,  whip  him  to 

death  :  hah  !  what  is  he  afraid  to  fight  ? 

He  has  not  the  courage  to  die  with  a 

good  grace;"  and  with  fuch-Iike  fpeeches 
infulted  the  miferable  vidim  of  their  cruel 
fport. 

I T  is  very  mijch  to  the  honour  of  the 
Greeks^  that  there  never  were  any  fuch  fpec- 
taclcs  as  thefe  among  them,  'till  Greece  was 
conquered  by  the  Romans :  after  which, 
when  it  was  propofed  at  Athens  that  the 
combats  of  gladiators  (hould  be  there  intro- 
duced, Demonax  cried  out  in  the  aflembly, 
^  Let  us  firft  throw  down  the  altars  which 

^^  out 
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**  our  fore-fathers  ereded,  above  a  thoufand 
Y    "  years  ago,    to  compaffion,    mercy,   and 
"  humanity  P* 

Mr.  Rollin^  who  appears-  to  have  been 
a  perfon  of  great  hunfianity,  takes  notice, 
with  what  horror  Seneca  has,  in  few  words, 
cxprefled  himfclf  on  thefe  cruel  diverfions 
of  the  Romans.  HomOy  fays  Seneca^  facra 
res  bomOy  jam  per  lufum  et  jocum  occiditur. 
Which  Mr.  Rolltn  has  rendered,  Ubamme^ 
Vbomme  cette  creature  faerie^  on  le  compte 
pour  Ji  peUy  qu^on  fe  fait  un  jeu  et  un  plafir 
de  Pegorger,  et  de  ripandre  fon  fang :  i.  c, 
/  Man,  that  facred  creature  man,  is  fo  little 
efleemed,  that  it  is  matter  of  diverfion  and 
pleafure  to  fpill  his  blood  and  murder  him. 

To  fuch  a  degree  of  madnefs  was  this 
people  tranfported  by  thefe  barbarous 
fhows,  that  the  women  did  not  only  be- 
come joyful  fpedators  of  them,  but  even 
combatants  alfo,  as  Juvenal  very  humou- 
roufly  informs  u? : 

^  ^ale  decus  rerum^  Ji  conjugis  auSiofiat^ 
Balteus^  et  mamca^  et  crifia^  crurifque  finifiri 
Dimidium  tegmen?  vel ft  diverfa  movebit 
Pralia^  tufelix.,  ocreas  vendente  puella. 
Hafuttt  qua  temdfudant  in  cyclade*^  quarum 
Delicias  et  panniculus  homhycinus  urit. 
jidfpice  quo  fremitu  monftratas  perferat  iSluSj 
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Et  quanlo  galeae  curvetur  ponder e  -,  quanta 
Poplitibusfedeat^  quam  denfi  fafcia  libro ! 

Which  lines  Mr.  Dryden  has  thus  tranllated  : 

Ob !  what  ^  decent  J!gbt  *tU  ta  behold 
All  thy  wife^s  magazine  by  au£iionfold! 
^he  belt y  the  crefied  pkme^  the  fev\aJ  fiats 
(^  arfnowr^  and  the  Spanijh  leather  boots  ! 
Tet  tbefe  are  tbey^  that  cannot  bear  the  beat 
Of  figured  fdksy  and  under  far fenet  fweat. 
Behold  the  fir ut ting  Amazonian  whSre^ 
Sheftands  in  guards  with  her  right  foot  before  i 
Her  coats  tucked  up,  and  all  her  motions  jufiy 
She  ft  amps  y  and  then  cries  y  hah !  at  every  thruft. 

A  N  D  fo  cxccffivcly  fond  were  the  people 
in  general  of  thefe  dete{):able  fpeftacles^  it 
was  with  the  utmoft  difficulty^  that  even 
the  power  of  their  emperors,  when  they 
became  chriftian,  could  put  an  end  to  theni. 
Happy  had  it  been  for  die  chriflian  world/ 
if,  when  the  emperors  had  (upprefTed  thefe 
gladiators,  they  had  never  fufFered  a  fet  of  V 
a  different  kind  of  cut-throats,  I  mean 
church-gladiators,  to  mount  the  flage ;  who  "^ 
murdered  one  another  with  much  mort 
rancour,  nualice,  and  cruelty,  as  well  as  in 
infinitely  greater  numbers,  than  their  hea- 
then kindred  and  predeceffocs  had  ever  done* 
Bat  of  this,  perhaps,  more  hereafter. 

,.         I  SECTION 
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SECTION    IL 

Of  Cruelty  proceeding  from  covetoufnefs    or 

rapacioufnefs. 

WHEN  men  arc  fo  negligent  or  floth- 
ful  that  they  will  not  take  the  ne- 
ceflary  care  or  pains  to  maintain  themfelves 
or  their  families^  or  fo  extravagant  that  they 
diffipate  their  own  fubftance,  they  are  then 
very  apt  to  covet  the  properties  of  others, 
and  grow  rapacious,  defperate,  and  cruel. 

Do  we  not  daily  fee  wicked  wretches, 
who,  merely  to  get  the  money  that  paflen- 
gcrs  or  travellers  have  about  them,  which  is 
frequently  but  a  trifle,  fcruple  not  at  all  to 
maim,  wound,  or  even  kill  them  ?  others, 
who,  when  their  fellow-creatures  are  en- 
deavouring to  fave  their  lives  and  effedts 
from  fliipwreck,  inftead  of  aiding,  affiftihg, 
and  comforting  fuch  in  their  diftrefs,  not 
only  rob  them  by  violence  of  their  goodsi 
but  mod  barbaroufly  murder  thofe  whom 
the  raging  tempefl:  had  fpared  ?  And  fo  £ur 
hath  this  vice  divefled  fome  perfons  of  all 
humanity  and  the  ftrifteft  ties  of  nature, 
that  they  have,  as  we  have  feen  by  fe^ral 
late  examples,  deliberately  contrived,  and 
barbaroufly  perpetrated,  the  murder  of  their 

benefactors. 


peii^faAorSi  .theh  iiear  relations^  aiid  even| 
their  own  parent;, 

.Tif  jpsE  arc  fpine  of  the  cfFeds  of  per- 
fonal  qr  private  covetoufnefs  or  rap^icioufnefs, 
by  which  men  are  thus  e:!ccited  to  cruelty  2 
Ijut  wl^n  this  vice  heconxes  general  and  na- 
tiooalj  what  terrible  havock  and  deftrudion 
of  mankind  does  it  make!   kingdoms  then 
ruin  and  deftroy  one  another  for  the  fake  of 
gaining  wealth.     Countries  producing  un^^ 
common  quantities  of  gold  and  filver  have 
no  fooner  been  difcovered,  but  the  innocent 
and  unhappy  inhabitants  have  been  firft  mofl 
craelly  tortured  to  force  them  to  produce 
their  riches^  and  then  almoft  whole  nations^ 
confirming  of  many  millions,  maflacred,  that 
thefc  robbers  and  murderers  by  royal  com*^ 
iniflion    might  increafe   their  pillage,   and 
enjoy  it  in  the  greater  fecurity.     A  few  ex- 
amples of  this    kind,   [among  a  multitude 
which  niiight  be'  produced,   (hall  here  be 
given; 

BARTH.  DE  LAS  CAS  AS,  a  Spaniard, 
and  biftiop  of  Cheapa,  in  MexicOy  in  his 
relation  of  the  voyages  and  cruelties  of  the 
Spaniards  in  the  Weft  Indies^  tells  us,  that 
the  firft  conqucft  ^  thefe  people  made  in 
Akierica^  was  the  ifland  of  Hifpaniola,  in 
which  they  found  above  three  millions  of  in- 
habitants,  who  were  of  very  good  under- 
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flandings,  and  fome  of  the  beft-natured, 
inofFenfive  and  innocent  people  in  the  world; 
that  in  about  forty  years  the  Spaniards  had 
made  fuch  deftruftion  amongft  them,  that 
there  were  not  three  hundred  of  the  natives 
left.  In  the  neighbouring  iilands  of  Cubay 
St.  Jobn'Sy  Jamaica^  C^c.  there  were  more 
than  five  hundred  thoufand  fouls,  of  whom 
not  one  remained  alive.  Upon  the  conti- 
nent, above  twelve  millions,  men,  women 
and  children,  had  in  forty  years  been  put  to 
death.  The  whole  number  thus  maiSacred 
the  bifhop  computed  at  upwards  of  fifteen 
millions :  and  all  this  carnage,  fays  he,  was 
occafioned  by  avarice  to  heap  up  gold. 

In  a  letter  to  the  emperor  Charles  the  Vth, 
this  bifhop  gives  the  following  account  of 
the  cruelty  of  the  Spamards  to  the  inhabi- 
tants in  one  particular  country.  "  Their 
<•  kings  and  princes,"  fays  he,  "  they  ei- 
•*  thcr  fcorched  to  death,  or  tore  in  pieces 
**  with  dogs.  The  poor  people  they  burnt 
^*  in  their  houfes,  and  da(hed  out  tlie  brains 
"  of  their  children ;  and  thofe  that  were 
fpared,  they  forced  to  carry  greater  bur- 
dens than  they  were  able  to  bear,  by 
*•  which  thoufands  of  them  were  deflroyed  i 
"  others,  who  efcaped,  died  of  famine  in 
"  the  woods,  after  they  had  killed  their 
"  wives  and  children,,   and  cat   them  for 

[^  hunger. 
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hunger.  In  this  one  province  they  mur- 
**  dercd  above  two  millions  of  men.  They 
**  tortured  the  natives  with  the  moft  helliflb 
**  inventions^  to  make  them  difcover  their 
**  gold.  Diego  de  Valafco^  in  particular, 
**  murdered  ten  thoufand  in  a  month's  time. 
*******  Some  they  ftarved  to  death, 
"  thrufting  their  heads  betwixt  pieces  of 
"  cloven  timber.     Others  they  buried  alive, 

leaving    their    heads    above  ground,    at 

which  they  bowled  with  iron  bullets : 
**  they  like  wife  forced  them  to  eat  one  ano- 
**  ther,  and  committed  many  other  diabo- 
"  lical  cruelties,  too  dreadful  to  be  related.** 

After  this  narration  of  the  Spaniards 
barbarity  to  the  Indians^  we  cannot  much 
wonder  at  the  choice  made  by  a  poor  Indian 
prince,  who,  as  the  fame  bifhop  informs 
us,  having  been  by  iht  Spaniards  fattened 
to  a  ftake  to  be  burnt  alive  ;  aiid  being  told 
by  a  Francifcan  friar,  that  if  he  would  em- 
brace their  religion,  he  (hould  go  to  heaven ; 
but  if  not,  he  miift  burn  for  ever  in  hell ; 
afked,  if  there  were  any  Spaniards  in  heaven? 
and  the  friar  anfwering,  yes  j  "  Then," 
replied  the  Indian y  "  I  had  rather  go  to  the 
"  devils  in  hell,  than  with  the  Spaniards 
"  to  heaven." 
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SECTION     III. 

Of  Cruelty  proceeding  from  excejhe  anger  or 

revenge. 

EXCESSIVE  anger  and  revenge  arc 
alfo  very  produdivc  of  cruelty.  Some 
men  make  ufe  of  fecret  means  privately  to 
deftroy  thofe  who  have  offended  them:  others 
take  the  more  open  and  fafbionable  method  of 
duelling,  which,  tho'  not  fo  infamous  as  the 
former,  cannot  be  juftly  reckoned  much  lefs 
cruel,  efpecially'as  it  is  often  occafioned  by 
mere  trifles,  or  very  flight  provocations  j  and 
many  times  happens  between  the  mofl  inti- 
mate friends,  who  tho'  too  thoughtlefs  of  the 
turpitude  and  icruelty  of  the  adtion,  before  it 
is  committed,  yet  when  one  falls,  the  furvi- 
vor  frequently  fees  it  in  its  true  and  mofl  hor- 
rible formi  and  would  then  give,  as  the  ufual 
exprcfUon  is,  the  whole  world,  if  in  his 
power,  that  he  had  not  committed  fo  (hock- 
ing and  deteflable  a  crime ! — A  crime  with- 
out remedy,  and  for  which  no  adequate  re* 
compence  can  poflibly  be  made. 

This  abominable  cuflom  of  fighting  duels 
fcems,  in  fome  meafure,  owing  to  that  Gothic 
fafliion  of  mens  wearing  fwords  when  they 

are 
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are  not  upon  military  duty.  A  gentleman 
cannot  go  to  court,  to  church,  to  fee  his  mif- 
trefs,  nor  a  phyfician  to  vifit  his  patient,  un- 
!efs  he  is  armed  with  an  inftrument  of 
flaughter.  The  ancient  Greeks  or  Romans 
never  wore  fwords  but  in  war;  neither  were 
any  duels  ever  fought  among  them.  If  they 
challenged  one  another,  it  was  to  fight  only 
againft  the  enemies  of  their  country.  Cafar^ 
in  his  Commentaries  %  has  given  us  a  remark- 
able inftance  of  fuch  a  challenge.  Two  cen- 
turions, T.  Puljio  and  L.  FarenuSy  having, 
with  great  animofity,  long  cbntefted  which 
was  the  braver  man,  or  moft  worthy  of  pre* 
ferment,  and  being  prefent  at  Cicero*  s  camp 
when  af&ulted  by  the  Gauls ;  the  former,  in 
the  heat  of  the  attack,  called  aloud  to  the  lat* 
ter  in  thefe  words,'^%z^  dubitas^  Farene? 
out  quern  locum  probanda  virtutis  tua  ex-- 
fpeSlas  f  Hie  dies^  bic  dies  de  noftris  control 
verjiis  judicabit. 

Immediately  after  this  fpirited  incite-f 
ment  to  a  tryal  of  their  valour,  Pulfio  went 
out  of  the  camp  alone,  and  ruflied  upon  the 
thickeft  of  the  enemies  ranks.  Farenus  fol- 
lowed his  rival,  who  with  his  javelin  flew 
the  firft  of  the  Gauls  that  engaged  him ;  but 
being  attacked  by  a  fliower  of  darts,  one  of 
them  pierceQ  his  fhield,  and  ftuck  after  fuch 
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a  manner  in  his  belt,  as  prevented  him  fron^i 
drawing  his  fwqrd.  The  pnemy  prefently 
furrounded  him,  thus  incumbered  and  unar 
ble  to  defend  himfelf :  at  this  inftant  Fare-* 
nus  cpmes  up  to  his  alBftance,  H^ls  one,  and 
drives  the  refl:  before  him;  but  purfuing  theoi 
too  eagerly,  flept  intq  a  hole  and  fell  dov^n. 
Pulfioy  who  had  now  difincumbered  himfelf 
from  the  dart,  and  drawn  his  fwQrd,  capie 
very  feafonably  to  the  ve(cuc  of  Far enus^  with 
whom,  after  having  killed  many  of  the  Gauls^ 
he  returned  with  fafety  and  glory  to  the  camp* 
The  RomanSy  we  fee,  did  not  in  their  private 
quarrels  (heath  thejr  fwords  in  one  another's 
breafts:  conteftis  for  valour,  among  them, 
were  properly  and  nobly  turned  again  ft  the 
enemies  of  their  country.  Happy  would  it 
be,  if  in  this  we  in^itated  them! 

It  is  reported  of  the  famous  vifcount  de 
Turemcy  that  when  he  was  a  yotjng  officer, 
and  at  the  fiege  of  a  fortified  town,  he  had  nq 
lefs  than  twelve  challenges  fent  him,  all  of 
which  he  pocketed.  But  being  foon  after 
commanded  uppn  a  defperate  attack  of  fome 
part  of  the  fortifications,  he  fent  a  billet  to 
e{ich  of  the  challengers,  apquainting  them, 
that  he  had  received  their  favours,  which  he 
deferred  anfwering  till  a  proper  occafion  of- 
fered, both  for  thern,  and  himfplf,  to  exerj 
t/jfif  fiQura^e  for  the  king-s  fervice ;  that  be- 
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ing  ordered  to  afl^uU  the  enemies  works  the 
next  day,  he  defired  their  company,  when 
they  would  have  an  opportunity  of  (hewing 
their  own  bravery,  and  being  witnefles  of  his. 
Certainly  this  was  ading  like  a  man  of  fenfe, 
of  temper,  and  of  true  courage. 

Another  kind  of  cruelty  alfo  oftentimes 
arifes  from  thefe  pafQons  of  anger  and  re- 
venge, which,  tho*  commonly  prafltifed  with 
pleafure  inftead  of  remorfe,  is  little  lefs  bar* 
barous  than  the  former :  I  mean  deftroying 
mens  characters,  which  many  efleem  equally 
with  their  lives :  and,  indeed,  of  what  value 
is  life  without  a  good  charader  ?  Men,  of 
more  wit  than  humanity,  are  very  apt,  in  the 
wantonnefs  of  their  hearts,  to  be  guilty  of 
this  cruel  injury:  but  that  it  is  done  with  wit, 
is  fo  far  from  being  a  good  excufe,  that  it  Is 
an  aggravation  of  the  crime;  for,  like  a  flab 
given  by  a  (harp-pointed  weapon,  it  pierces 
the  deeper. 

Although  the  Indians  in  North  Ame^ 
rica  have  hardly  any  wealth  or  property  to 
occafion  covetoufnefs,  nor  notions  of  gran- 
deur to  excite  ambition ;  yet,  when  firft  dif- 
covered  by  the  Europeans^  they  were,  and  ftill 
are,  continually  at  war  with,  and  exercifing 
the  moft  horrid  cruelties  upon  one  another  : 
father  Hennepin^  who  refided  many  years 
g^ong  Aem^  informs  us  of  the  principal 

I?  4  CMlfe. 
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caufc.  ^*  The  favages  oH  America^'^  fays  he, 
f^  hav?  almoft  all  of  them  a  ilrong  propcn^ 
^'  fion  to  war,  bccaiife  they  are  very  revenger 
*^'  fill :  when  once  they  have  taken  a  difgufl: 
to  any,  ^ho  are  not  of  their  own  nation, 
they  muft  be  revenged,  fooner  or  later, 
^'  tho*  thfey  wait  an  opportunity  to  the  third 
^^  or  fourth  generation.  They  are  reftlefs 
*^  day  and  night,  'till  they  have  taken  fatis- 
*'  fadion  for  an  affront,  by  deftroyirig,  if 
*^  they  can,  moft  of  ihat  nation  they  are  en- 
**  raged  at/* 

:  F  R  o  M  this  fame  author  }  (hall  give  a  flight 
fketcb  of  the  Ihocking  cruelties  thefe  people 
are  prompted  to  commit  by  thefe  paflicms  of 
finger  and  revenge. 

^'  There  arc,"  fays  this  miffionary,  **nQ 
f^  favagcs  in  all  the  Northern  Amerka^  but 
^  what  are  very  cruel  to  their  enemies.  *  *  ^ 
f^  Wheii  tbey  take  a  flave,'*  (he  means  a 
prifoner)  **  they  tie  him,  and  make  him  run 
f '  after  them ;  if  he  is  unable  to  follow  them, 
they  (trike  their  hatchet  into  his  head,  and 
there  leave  him,  after  they  have  torn  off 
ikin  and  hair  together.  They  do  not  fpare 
fucking  infants.  *  *  *  At  their  return  froni 
war,  when  they  come  near  their  villages, 
they  are  met  by  the  men  and  women,  whq 
make  a  lane  for  the  jQaves  to  pafs  through 
ff  them.    But  ^tis  a  lamentable  reception  for 
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ff  thefe  poor  people :  the  rabble  fdl  upon  them 
-"  like  dogs  or  wolves  upon  theit  prey,  and 
**  begin  to  torment  them.  *  *  ♦  Some  kick 
**  the  flaves,  fonie  cudgel  them,  fome  cut 
them  widi  knives,  fome  tear  off  their  ears, 
cut  off  their  nofcs  or  lips,  infomuch  that 
moft  of  them  die  in  this  pompous  entry. 
#f  *  *  When  they  burn  their  prifoners,  this 
is  the  manner :  they  bind  them  to  pofts 
*'  by  the  hands  and  feet,  then  they  heat 
**  mufket-barrcls,  hatchets,  and  other  iron 
"  inftruments  red-hot,  and  thus  apply  therti 
"  to  all  parts  of  their  bodies ;  they  tear  off 
their  nails,  and  pluck  out  their  teeth ;  they 
cut  collops  of  flcfh  out  of  their  backs,  and 
5*  often  flay  their  fkin  off  from  their  fkulls : 
**  after  all  this  they  throw  hot  afhes  upon 
"  their  wounds.  But  what  almoft  exceeds 
^*  belief, — in  the  midft  of  thefe  torments  the 
•*  flaves  frequently  fing,  which  exceedingly 
f*  frets  their  executioners." 

An  Iroquois^''  a:dds  my  author,  "  told  us 
that  a  flave,  whom  they  had  tormented 
cruelly,  faid  to  them,  You  have  no  inge- 
♦'  nuity,  you  don't  know  how  to  torment 
*'  your  prifoners,  you  are  mere  blockheads ; 
*'  if  I  had  you  in  my  circumftances,  I  would 
^'  ufe  you  after  another  manner:  but  whilft 
?*  he  prated  fo  boldly,  a  favage  woman  got 
f*  qt  little  icon  fpit  heated  red-hot,  and  run  it 
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«c  into ■  :  this  made  him  roar ;  but  he  told 

•*  the  woman,  (he  was  cunning:  you,  faid 
«*  he,  underftand  fomething,  this  is  the 
«*  courfe  you  (hould  take  with  us  %*  •  It 
appears  (he  knew,  as  Dr.  Garth  fays, 

^Ibat  the  fame  nerves  arefajhiorCd  tofujlain 
The  grefitejl  fleafure  and  the  greateji  pain. 

^^  When  the  flave,'*  continues  my  au- 
thor, "  which  they  burn,  is  dead,  they  eat 
•^  him;  but  before  his  death  they  make  their 
^<  children  drink  fome  of  his  blood,  to  ren- 
^^  der  them  cruel  and  inhuman.'* 

What  a  mortifying  coniideration  it  is, 
that  we  are  of  the  fame  fpecies  with,  and  fo 
nearly  related  to  thcfe  men,  or  rather  thefe 
devils  incarnate !  Bijt  what  is  ftill  much  more 
mortifying,-r-many  Europeans^  who  pretend 
to  be  the  moft  zealous  chriftians,  are  altoge- 
ther as  diabolically  cruel  as  thefe  heathens : 
this  hath  partly  appeared  in  the  laft  fedlion, 
and  will  probably  appear  more  fully  in  the 
progrefs  of  thdfe  E^fTays* 

•  A  Voyage  into  Nqrth  jfmcrlca^  p.  92,  pt  feq. 
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S  E  C  T  I  O  N     IV. 

I 

Cruelty  proceeding  from  ambition  CQmes  next 

under  conjideration. 

MANY  are  the  inftances  of  ambition 
having  expunged  pity,  compaffion, 
^nd  humanity  from  the  heart  of  man,  and 
in  the  room  of  thefe  benign  virtues  fubfti- 
tutipg  cruelty,  and  divers  other  deftruftive 
vicesp.  What  havock  has  cruelty  made,  when 
excited  and  ftimulated  by  ambition !  It  has 
in  all  ages  and  nations  been  the  principal 
ipotive  of  oflFenlive  war,  that  bane  of  hu- 
man happinefs,  and  deftroyer  of  the  human 
fpecies.  This  pafllon  armed  Cafar  againft 
his  pountry,  and  him  apd  Alexander^  and 
many  fuch  tyrants,  not  againft  their  countries 
only,  but  againft  mankind.  When  a  plague 
parries  off"  an  hundred  thoufand  perfons,  it  is 
thought  to  do  great  execution ;  but  what  is 

that 

P  Alexander  the  great  was  a  flagrant  inftance  of  this 
^ffeft  of  ambition,  and  other  inordinate  paflions.  Seve- 
ral of  his  aftions,  in  the  early  part  of  his  life,  evidently 
Ihew  that  he  was  endowed  by  nature  with  many  excel- 
lent virtues,  particularly  compaflion  and  humanity  ;  but 
ambition,  pride,  exceflive  anger,  and  immoderate  drink- 
ing, to  which  perhaps  may  be  added  a  habit  of  fhed- 
dine  human  blood  in  war,  obliterated  thefe  virtues,  and 
paufed  him  freqiientlj  to  be  guilty  of  crueky,  ^uA  tci^wj 
other  deteii^bk  vices. 
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that  to  the  numbers  deftroyed  by  thefe  greater 
plagues,  commonly  called  heroes.^?  Of 
Cafar  \%  is  recorded,  that  he  flew  in  battle 
iDoe  million,  one  hundred  and  ninety-two 
thoofand  men,  befrdes  thofe  flaughtered  in 
the  civil  wars — Of  jilexander^  who  it  is  pro-^ 
l>able  did  not  murder  fewer  of  his  fellow^ 
creatures,  that  he  wept,  after  he  had,  as  he 
trainly  and  fooliflily  imagined,  conquered  the 
world,  becaufe  there  were  no  more  worlds 
for  him  to  conquer  j  that  was,  to  enflave  or 
deftroy. 

But  we  have  a  modern  inftance  of  a  late 
French  monarch,  who,  tho'  he  did  not  ex- 
tend his  conquefts  fo  far  as  Alexander  or 
C^far^  yet  it  is  probable  was  not  lefs  am- 
bitious J  and  perhaps  did  as  much  mifchief, 
and  caufed  as  great  defolation,  as  either  of 

them. 

For 

^  Let  us  hear  how  a  fenfible  Frenchman  (the  abbot 
de  Villurs)  in  his  ode  upon  war  defcribes  a  true  hero : 

Loin  d" aimer  la  guerre^  il  Pabhorre ; 
En  triomphant  mime  il  deplore 
Les  defa/lreSj  quelle produit j 
Et  courrone  par  la  vi£loire^ 
^  II  gemit  de  fa  propre  gloire^ 
Si  la  paix  n^en  eji  pas  le  fruit. ^^ 

The  fenfe  of  which  in  Englijh^  is,  that — "  Far  from 

•*  being  fond  of  war,  he  abhors  it.     Even  in  triumphing 

"  he  deplores  the  evils  it  occafions ;  and  crowned  with 

*'  viftory,  he  laments  his  own  glory,  if  peg^c  is  not  the 

'*  fruit  it  produces.'* 
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PoK  above  fifty  years  this  prince  was  the 
grand  difturber  and  incendiary  of  Rurope^ 
When  about  twenty-two  years  of  age,  he 
was  left  by  his  prime  minifter  m  peace  witli 
all  the  worlds  and  foon  became  fo  potent  and 
formidable,  that  he  had  nothing  to  fear  from 
the  nations  round  about  him.  Notwith- 
(landing  which,  neither  the  luxurious  plea^ 
fures  of  his  court,  tho*  indulged  to  the 
greateft  height,  nor  the  charms  of  a  young 
and  beautiful  wife,  to  whom  he  was  juft 
married,  nor  the  more  prevailing  charms  c^ 
variety  of  miftrefles,  could  with-hold  him 
from  the  moft  eager  and  extravagant  purfuits 
of  ambition. 

Upon  a  frivolous  pretence^  he  firft  began 
a  war  againft  his  queen's  brother,  the  king  of 
Spain^  whom  he  very  unjuftly  deprived  of 
part  of  his  dominions.  He  then,  without 
the  leaft  provocation,  fell  upon  the  Dutcb^ 
who  were,  as  they  fly  led  themfelves,  the  an- 
tient  and  faithful  allies  oi  France ^  and  hadjuft 
mediated  a  peace  between  him  and  Spaifu 
When  thefe  poor  people,  who  were  in  no 
condition  to  refifl:  his  power,  fufpedcd  that 
his  vaft  preparations  of  war  were  defigned 
againfl  them^  they  made  the  mofl:  humble 
remonftrances,  fubmiflions,  and  fupplications 
to  avert  the  danger ;  but  to  no  purpofe,  for 
Lewis  had  determined  their  deftrudtion,  and 

3  •  l^ 
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had  undoubtedly  efFeded  it,  if  at  one  critical 
time  his  officers  had  not  failed  in  point  of 
diligence,  and  at  another  the  ice  been  dif- 
folvcd  by  a  fudden  thaw.  And  if  he  had 
fucceeded  in  this  ambitious  and  cruel  pro-* 
jeft,  what  had  been  the  confequence  ?— — ' 
The  pillage,  depopulation,  and  utter  deilruc- 
tion  of  this  country,  io  remarkable  for  liberty 
and  induftry,  and  the  richeft  in  the  world 
for  its  extent :  the  very  land  itfelf,  as  Voltaire 
obferves,  when  quitted  by  its  inhabitants  % 
would  foon  have  been  overwhelmed  by  the 
fea,  and  nothing  left  to  Lewis  the  XlVth, 
but  the  deplorable  glory '  of  having  deftroyed 
the  moft  fingular  and  finefl  monument  of 
human  induftry.  However,  before  his  ar- 
mies left  this  country,  they  committed  fuch 
terrible  outrages  and  cruelties,  as  are  ftill  re- 
membered there  with  horror,  and  it  may  be 
hoped  will  never  be  forgotten. 

I T  was  not  only  in  Holland^  where  at  that 
time  this  prince  fcattered  defolation  and  de- 
ftruftion :  Alface^  Lorraine^  and  the  Fala-* 
tinat^  fine  countries,  abounding  with  rich 
cities  and  towns  and  pleafant  villages,  were 
likewife  deftroyed,  by  his  armies,  with  fire 
and  fword.  The  cle<Sor  Palatine^  particu- 
larly, 

'  The  richeft  femilies,  and  the  warmeft  for  liberty, 
prepared  themfelves  to  leave  their  country,  and  fettle  in 
the  Eqft  Indies. 

'  Gleire  JeflorMe^  as  Voltaire  expreiSrs  it. 
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larly,  from  the  fummit  of  his  palace  beheld 
two  of  his  towns  and  twenty-five  villages  in 
flames '. 

But  this  was  not,  by  far,  the  worft :  fome 
years  after,  as  Voltaire  fays,  Lewis^  from  his 
palace  of  Verfailles^  where  he  was  enjoying 
himfelf  in  the  midft  of  his  pleafures,  fent 
an  order  to  his  generals  to  make  a  defart  of 
this  fine  country,  the  Palatinat.  Accord- 
ingly in  the  depth  of  winter  the  inhabitants 
of  all  the  cities,  towns,  and  villages,  and  the 
owners  of  more  than  fifty  noblemens  and 
gentlemens  feats,  were  driven  out  of  their 
habitations,  which  the  foldiers  had  orders  to 
fet  on  fire.  Men,  women,  old  people,  and 
children,  fled  in  a  hurry.  Some  wandered 
about  the  fields  in  the  utmoft  difl:refs  j  others 
took  refiige  in  the  neighbouring  countries, 
whilfl:  the  foldiers  facked  and  burned  all  the 
country.  They  began  with  Manheim^  the 
refidence  of  the  eletSors :  their  palaces  were 
deftroyed,  as  well  as  the  houfes  of  the  citi- 
zens ;  their  tombs  were  broken  open  by  the 
rapacious  foldiers,  who  hoped  to  find  trea- 
fures  in  them,  and  their  afhes  were  fcattered 
about.  This,  adds  Voltaire^  was  the  fecond 
time  that  this  fine  country  was  deflroyed  by 
LiCwh  XIV ;  but  the  flames,  with  which  Ti/- 
renm  bad  burned  two  cities  and  five  and 

twenty 
t  Le  Siedf  ifeZ^AT//  XIV.  T.  I.  p.  zo5. 
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twenty  villages  of  the  Palatinate  were  but 
fparks  in  comparifon  to  this  conflagration.; 
And  what  flill  aggravated  thefe  cruelties  was^ 
that  the  eledor  PalatinCy  whofe  country 
Lewis  commanded  to  be  in  fuch  a  barbarous 
manner  deftroyed,  had  committed  no  crime, 
but  having  done  his  duty  in  uniting  with  the 
reft  of  Germany  againft  France ". 

His  most  christian  majesty,  not 
contented  fo  inhumanly  to  fpoil  and  ravage 
his  neighbours  territories,  and  deprive  thenx 
of  their  dominions,  prevailed  upon  the  Tfirki 
to  enter  Cbrijiendom  with  an  army  of  two  hun- 
dred thoufand  men,  and  to  become  his  co-ad-» 
jutors  in  rapine,  flaughter,  and  deftrudlion. 

As  this  prince's  hand  was  thus  againft  alt 
his  neighbours,  he  at  length  united  many  of 
them  againft  himfelf:  and  as  by  that  means  his 
pride  was  at  laft  much  humbled,  fo  his  power 
might  have  been  in  fuch  a  manner  reduced, 
had  not  fome  unhappy  incidents  intervened, 
as  would  for  one  century,  at  leaft,  have  deli- 
vered Europe  from  the  infults  of  France: 
thofe  unhappy  incidents,  which  prevented  fo 
defirable  and  falutary  an  effect:,  we  are  now 
feeling  the  ill  confequences  of,  and  perhaps 
Ihall  have  reafon  for  ever  to  deplore. 

Although  the  reign  oi  Lems  XIV 
was  a  continued  fcene  of  tyranny^  oppreffiori, 
,  and- 

»  Le  Sicclc  de  LouU  XIV,  T.  IJ  pi  a.77, 278. 
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aO(J  Cruelty,  refpefting  not  only  hiS  neigh- 
bourd,    but  his  own  fubjeds  alfo,  many  of 
whom  he  dcagoncdj  imprifoned,  banifhedj 
fent  to  the  gallieSj  and  put  to  death  for  their 
religion  j  yet  fuch  was  the  glare  of  fome  of 
his  actions,  particularly  his  vidtorles,  that  the 
people  were  fo  blinded  and  infatuated,  as  to 
beftow  on  him  the  highefl  encomiums,   and 
moft  fulfome  panegyrics  "^j  which,  if  he  had 
been  a  man  of  thorough  good  fenfe^  he  would 
have  naufeated:  but  to  fpeak  the  truth,  it 
may  be  juftly  faid,  That  he  was  a  conqueror 
without  perfonal  courage ;  a  patron  of  arts, 
without  tafte  5  of  fcicnces,  without  literature  j 
a  religioniA,  without  piety  9  and  a  mod  chri«« 
ftian  king  without,  humanity. 

E  Thxs 

^  To  give  oiie  inftance  of  thefb,  out  of  a  multitude 
li^hich  might  be  given:  M.,Daucourtj  in  a  fpeech  he 
Inade  at  his  admittance  into  the  French  academy,  on  the 
19th  of  Novemher  1683,  makes  this  compliment  to  the 
king,  on  the  furfender  of  the  city  of  Strajburg :  "  Louis  a 
"  flf/V,  que  Strafburg  fefounutte  j  W  Strafburg  i^ift  foumis^ 
"  Pu\ffance  plus  qiC  bumaine^  fef  qui  ne  pent  etre  comparee 
"  qu^  a  celle  qui,  en  creant  le  monde^  a  ditj  ^e  la  lumlerefoit 
"  faite^  £Sf*  la  lumiete  fut  faite**  u  e.   **  Lewis  faid.    Let 
^  Strafburg  fubmit,  and  Strajburg  fubmitted.     A  power 
^  more  than  human,  and  to  be  compared  to  th^t  alone^ 
"which  at  the  creation  of  the  world  faid.  Let  there  be 
"  light,  and  there  was  light."     Ke^Jler^s  Travels,  vol.  !• 
p.  128.  from  Recueil  des  harang  prononcies  par  MM. 
ii  Pacad.  Franjoife  dans  leurs  nceptionsy  |j»  ^4S^  edit* 
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This  princess  want  of  perfonal  courage 
was  evident:  for,  notwithftanding  he  fre- 
quently appeared,  with  great  pomp,  at  the 
head  of  his  armies,  and  was  prefent  at  feve- 
ral  fieges,  where  he  might  be  in  little  or  no 
danger,  yet  he  never  was  in  one  battle,  and 
carefully  avoided  being  in  an  engagement ; 
for  whenever  there  was  a  likelihood  of  the 
army  he  commanded  coming  to  a  general 
adion,  he  either  took  meafurcs  to  prevent 
it,  or,  tho'  in  the  midft  of  a  campaign,  gaU 
loped  away  to  his  ladies  at  Verfailles.  Bifhop 
Burnet^  in  the  hiftory  of  his  own  times  % 
gives  a  remarkable  inflance,  which  be  had 
from  marfhal  Scbombergj  relating  to  Lewis's, 
fear  of  being  in  a  battle ;  and  that  account  is 
in  a  great  meafure  verified  by  the  marquis  de 
la  Farrey  in  his  memoirs  of  this  king's  reign  ^ 

His  laying  out  immenfe  fums  upon  the 

palace  at  VerfailleSj  which  is  in  a  bad  fitua- 

tion  and  country ;  his  making  gardens  of  vaft 

extent,  where  there  wanted  foil  j  and  a  pro- 

fufion  of  fountains,  where  there  was  no  water 

to  fupply  them ;  fufficiently  demonftrate  his 

want  of  taftc  *. 

As 

*  Vol.  I.  p,  404,  405,  y  Englijh  tranflation, 

p.  160,  i6r.        *  As  a  pcrfon'stafte  in  more  confider- 

able.  matters  may,  in  feme  degree,  appear  by  the  choice 

of  his  drefs ;  the  reader  will,  perhaps,  excufe  the  author's 

^5>.         mentioning,  that  he  faw  LewU  XIV,  when  full  feventy 

•   /  ^  g^f  ^ffars  ofagCj  with  red-heeled  (hoes,  fcarlet  (lockings  with 

gold  clocks,  and  a  white  feather  iaVusV^iX. 
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As  td  his  learning, — he  was  fo  illiterate, 
that  it  has  been  affirmed  he  fpoke  his  own 
language  incorrectly,  and  wrote  it  iiiuch 
worfe.  Voltaire i  who  is  far  frotri  exaggerat- 
ing this  prince's  faults  or  defers,  regrets  hlrf 
iiraftt  of  literature,  and  acknowledges  that  his 
freceptor,  tho*  an  able  and  amiable  perfori, 
could  hardly  get  him  to  learn  any  thing* 
*^  It  was,**  adds  that  author,  "  much  to  be 
**  wifhcd,  that  he  could  have  been  inft^ufted 
"  in  hiftory^  and  above  all  in  modern  hif- 
**  tory ;  but  ufelefs  romances,  as  they  de- 

fcribcd  gallantry  and  heroifm,  and  fccretly. 

flattered  his  charaftcr,  plcafed  him  moft/* 
His  knowledge  of  the  fcriptures  fcems  not  to 
have  exceeded  his  acquaintance  with  hiftofy:' 
for  Lewis  ufirig  fome  endeavours  to  perfuade 
the  marquiis  du  Sluefne^  a  firm  proteftant,.  to 
change  his  religion  in  his  old  age,  he  frankly. 
anfwered^  Sire^  j*ai  rendu  ajfez  long  temps  a 
Ccfer  ce  qui  eji  dti  d  Cefar ;  //  eft  temps ^  que 
je  rende  aujji  h  Dieu  ce  qui  lui  efi  dd  i  i.  e. 
**  I  have  long  enough  been  rendering  to 
•*  Gtejar  the  thifigs  which  are  Ctefar^s-,  it  is 
*^  now  time  for  me  to  render  alfo  to  God' 
"  what  is  due  to  him/'  So  little  did  the 
king  underftand  this,  that  turning  to  the  by- 
ftanders,  he  faid,  Eft  ce  que  la  tHe  tourne 
a    cet  bomme  ?    veut  ii  fervir  temper eur  f 

£2  i»et 
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i.e.  "  Is  the  man  out  of  his  mind?  would 
"  he  ferve  the  emperor?" 

One  cannot,  without  a  mixture  of  indig- 
nation, contempt,  and  pity,  obferve,  that  fuch 
ambitious,  cruel  wretches,  fuch  madmen  as 
we  have  been  fpeaking  of,  (hould  be  able  to 
trail  at  their  heels  vaft  numbers  of  men  *, 
through  fo  many  hardfhips,  and  lometimes 
remote  parts  of  the  world,  only  to  gratify 

their  own  ambition ;  and  that  for  this  purpofe, 

thofe 

■  Bajazefs  army,  when  he  marched  againft  Tamer^ 
lane  J  confifted  of  five  hundred  thoufand  men ;  Tamerlane*s 
of  one  million.  Knolles*s  Hiftory  of  the  Turks,  p.  215 
and  2i6. 

Ninus  led  an  army  into  BaSfria  of  one  million  nine 
hundred  and  ten  thoufand  foldiers,  and  within  a  few  of 
ten  thoufand  fix  hundred  chariots,  Semiramis  was  fol- 
lowed into  India  by  an  army  of  three  millions  five  hun- 
dred-thoufand  men,  and  one  hundred  thoufand  chariots, 
v'^  A  Diilertation  on  the  numbers  of  mankind  in  ancient  and 
modern  times,  ^c,  from  Diodorus  Siculus^s  fecond  book. 

The  army  and  navy,  with  which  Xerxes  attacked 
Greece,  confined  of  two  millions  fix  hundred  forty-one 
thoufand  fix  hundred  and  ten  fighting  men ;  the  fervants, 
thofe  on  board  the  ftore-fhips,  tenders,  &r.  were  thought 
to  be,  at  leaft,  as  many  more :  fo  that  the  whole  number 
was  computed  at  five  millions  two  hundred  eighty-three 
thoufand  two  hundred  and  twenty  peribns,  not  reckon- 
ing women,  eunuchs,  ^c.  His  navy  confifted  of  one 
thoufand  three  hundred  and  twenty-feven  (hips  of  war, 
carrying  each  two  hundred  and  thirty  men,  and  three 
thoufand  ftore-fhips  and  fmaller  vefTels,  carrying  each 
eighty  men.  Herodotus,  tfanflated  by  Littlebury,  vol.  II. 
book  7,  p.  252. 
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thofe  who  compofc  oppofite  armies,  tho*  for 
the  moft  part  perfect  ftrangers,  and  without 
perfonal  diflike  or  quarrel,  (hould  neverthe- 
lefs  meet  with  a  determined  refolution  to 
dcftroy  and  murder  one  another^  and  accord- 
ingly perform  this  inhuman  butcherly  work 
with  all  the  rage  and  fury  imaginable. 

But  when  one  of  thefe  unnatural  and 
cruel  contefts  is  decided,  what  a  (hocking 
fight  muft  the  field  of  battle,  drenched  with 
human  blood,  and  the  neighbouring  country 
afFord !  Fifty  or  fixty  thoufand  human  bo- 
dies, and  fometimes  many  more^  may  be 
feen  mangled  and  deformed  with  ghaftly 
wounds,  weltering  in  their  gvore  j  fome  con- 

E  3  vulfecj, 

^  At  the  battle  of  Carina^  between  the  Romans  and 
Carthaginians  J  according  to  T.  Livius's  account,  there 
were  flain  forty-two  thoufand  feven  hundred  of  the  for- 
mer, and  eight  thoufand  of  the  latter.    L*  2. 

Two  hundred  thoufand  Perfians^  and  their  king  Cyrus^    v 
were  killed  in  a  fight  with  the  Scythians^  under  queen 
TomyriSf  and  not  one  man  left  alive  to  carry  home  the 
news.     Jujtini  ilxfk.  1.  i, 

Jofephus  relates,  that  in  an  engagement  between  Jero* 
boamy  king  of  the  ten  tribes  of  Ifrael^  and  Abias^  king  of 
yudahy  there  were,  of  the  army  of  the  former,  five  hun- 
dred thoufand  men  flain.  Antiquities  of  the  Jews,  b.  8, 
cb.  5. 

In  a  battle  fought  between  Bajazet  and  Tamerlane^ 
near  Prufa^  the  metropolis  of  Bithynia^  there  fell  on  both 
fides  above  three  hundred  and  forty  thoufand.  Prince 
Camemir's  Hifl.  Off.  of  the  Othman  ern^ire^  ^,  $$• 
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ywlfed,  and  in  the  pangs  of  death,  with  pale, 
diftorted,  agonizing  countenances,  ftill  ex- 
preffive  of  terror,  rage,  fury,  and  all  the  moft 
violent  paffions.  The  flight  of  the  con-^ 
quered,  and  the  purfuit  of  the  conquerors,  may 
be  traced  by  an  extenfion  of  this  horrid  fcene ; 
and  the  neighbouring  towns,  villages,  and 
heretofore  peaceful  cottages  of  the  peafants, 
Vjrith  the  whole  face  of  the  adjacent  country, 
are  marked  out  by  fire  and  llaughter.^— But 
it  is  not  on  the  land  only,  that  ambition,  ex- 
citing to  cruel  war,  caufes  this  deftruftion  of 
(he  huqian  fpecies.     Men,  both   in  fingle 

fliips, 

KnoUeSj  in  his  hifiory  of  the  Turks^  fays,  the  Turks 
(thcmfelves  reported,  that  they  loft  in  that  battle  two 
hundred  thoufand  men,  and  Tamerlat^e  near  as  many, 
p.  220.  This  prince,  thV  celebrated  by  certain  authors  for 
Jiis  humanity,  when  he  took  the  city  of  Sebajlia^  accord- 
ing to  fome  accounts,  caufed  a  great  number  of  deep 
pits  to  be  digged,  and  ordered  all  the  inhabitants,  confift- 
ing  of  twelve  thoufand,  without  refpeft  of  age,  fex,  or 
condition,  to  be  thrown  into  them,  and  buried  alive : 
but  according  to  moft  of  the  Latin  hiftorians,  he  put  all 
the  mei^  to  the  fword,  and  driving  the  women  and  chil- 
dren into  the  fields,  commanded  his  horfemen  to  trample 
tficnj  to  death  urider  their  horfes  feet.     Ibid.  p.  21 6. 

Upon  z  rcmonftrancc  of  fome  of  Tamerlane*^  generals 
tp  him,  after  he  had  pafled  the  river  Indusy  that  they  ha4 
then  in  the  camp  above  one  hundred  thoufand  prifoners, 
he  pafled  an  order  that  they  (bould  all  be  put  td  death, 
^hich  wa5  accprdingly  done,  fays  my  author,  in  lefs  than 
an  hour.  Hiftory  of  Timer  Bee  (or  Tamerlane)  vol.  II, 
P-  53>  54*  Such  is  the  deftruftlon  of  the  human  fpecies, 
m4  fuch  ^re  tlje  horrid  cruelties  attending -war  I 
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ihipSf  fmall  fquadrons,  and  huge  fleets,  attack 
one  another  on  the  boifterous  feas,  where, 
tho'  in  peace^  they  are  in  almofl  continual 
danger  of  their  lives  fron^  the  winds  and  the 
waves ;  yet  inftigated  by  this  paffion,  they 
become  more  mercilefs  than  winds  or  waves, 
and  ufe  their  utmoH:  fkill  and  efforts  to  (ink, 
drown,  burn,  and  deftroy.  When  two  of 
thefe  navies  meet,  with  this  murderous  pur-* 
pofe,  what  a  terrible  fpedacle  do  they  exhi- 
bit! How  foon  is  the  goodly  fight  of  fo  many 
gallant  {hips,  finely  adorned,  changed  into 
one  of  the  moft  horrid  fcenes  that  the  world 
can  afford !  The  noife  of  the  drum,  and  the 
clangor  of  the  trumpet,  are  foon  filenced  by  the 
roar  of  the  cannon,  which  feems  as  if  it  would 
rend  the  very  elements  afunder.  Here  the 
tall  mail  is  (hot  away,  and  with  all  its  tackle 
and  rigging  falls  into  the  fea,  and  carries  with 
it  numbers  of  wretches  placed  thereon  for  the 
deftruftion  of  others.  There  many  lofty 
fhips,  with  thoufands  of  fouls  on  board,  their 
planks  bored,  and  their  fides  driven  in  by  iron 
thunder-bolts,  are  feen  finking  in  the  ocean  j 
and  others,  being  difabled,  are  fet  on  fire  by 
the  enemy,  and  only  the  dreadful  alternative 
left  to  the  miferable  creatures  on  board,  to 
drown  or  to  burn. 

But  even  thefe  are  not  the  moft  difmal 
calamities  occafioned  by  ambition  and  war : 

E  4  x\\^^ 
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they  are  ftiU  exceeded  by  the  fieges  and  fack- 
ing  of  great,  wealthy,  and  populous  cities. 
Befide  the  houfes  and  mod  fumptuous  builds 
ings  frequently  fet  on  fire,  and  the  numbers 
of  people  killed  by  the  various  inftruments 
and  devices  of  daughter  made  ufe  of  for  that 
purpofe  i  if  the  fiege  continues  'till  the  pro-^ 
vifions  are  all  confumed,  what  multitudes 
often  perifli  by  the  more  lingering  and  pain- 
ful deaths  of  famine  and  peftilence  ?  When 
the  wretched,  ftarving  inhabitants,  many  of 
whom  have  probably  lived  long  at  their 
eafe,  and  in  the  delightful  enjoyment  of 
whatever  riches,  plenty,  and  fafety  could 
afford,  have  eaten  their  rats,  mice,  cats,  dogs, 
horfes,  &c.  they  are  fometimes  forced  to  feed 
on  the  fle{h  of  meagre  and  diflempered  hu^ 
man  carcafes :  nay,  mothers  have  been  put  to 
the  terrible  neceffity  of  feeding  upon  their 
own  children.  And  when  the  enraged  and 
mercilefs  enemy  has  entered  a  city  by  (lorm, 
the  remainder  of  the  miferable  inhabitants 
are  not  only  butchered  in  the  flreets,  and 
other  public  places,  but  fought  for  in  their 
inoft  fecret  vcct&s;  there  the  hufband  is  torn 
from  the  arms  of  the  wife,  and  children  from 
the  clofe  embraces  of  their  mothers,  and  all 
involved  in  the  fame  cruel  carnage. 

S  u  c  H  of  my  readers  as  are  well  acquainted 
\jflih  spcouats  of  ije^es^  J  beli(sve^  will  not 

%hmk 
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think  that  in  this  defcription  any  thing  has 
been  exaggerated :  but  if  fome,  not  fo  con- 
verfant  in  thefe  relations,  (hould  be  of  a  dif^ 
ferent  opinion,  I  (hall  tranfcribe  a  matter  of 
fad,  and  a  recent  one  too,  from  an  author 
who  was  perfedlly  well  informed  of  what  he 
relates,  which  will  efFe<Stually  convince  them, 
that  it  is  hardly  poflible,  on  this  fubjeft,  for 
any  defcription  to  exceed  the  truth. 

About  the  end  of  Marcby  in  the  y#ear 
1722,  the  city  oi  Ifpaban^  capital  oiPerfia^ 
was  befieged  by  Myrr^-Magbmud:  in  July  and 
Auguji  the  citizens  were  reduced  to  eat  ca« 
melsj  mules,  horfes,  and  a0es,  and  there  was 
no  other  meat.  An  horfe's  carcafe,  at  the 
end  oi  Augujly  was  worth  a  thoufand  crowns. 
In  September  and  OSiober^  they  eat  cats  and 
dogs,  of  which  fo  many  were  devoured,  that 
one  would  have  thought  the  fpecies  had  been 
deftroyed.  In  September  a  pound  of  bread 
was  fold  for  thirty  (hillings,  and  in  OSiober 
for  above  fifty.  Ifpaban  being  very  full  of 
trees,  fome  of  them  were  felled,  and  the 
leaves  and  bark  fold  by  the  pound  for  food. 
Shoe-leather  boiled  was  for  a  while  the  com- 
mon vi£tuals.  At  laft  they  came  to  eat  the 
flefh  of  the  dead  carcafes  that  lay  in  the 
ftrcets.  Tho'  thofe,  who  were  caught  do- 
ing fo,  were  baftinadoed  for  it ;  yet  neceflity, 
lyhiph  has  nQ  laWy  made  the  evil  increafe : 
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Infomuch  that  feverai  children  were  ftolen 
and  eaten,  worn  as  they  were  to  ikeletons 
by  famine  3  and  even  fome  mothers  killed 
and  fed  upon  their  own  children.  The  pec- 
J>le  of  quality  fuflfered  no  lefs  than  the  vul- 
gar, as  we  may  judge  from  the  conduct  of  a 
Perfian  nobleman,  who,  finding  there  was  no 
inore  food  to  be  had,  poifoned  himfelf  and 
his  whole  family.  It  is  faid  that  no  lefs  than 
^  million  and  forty  thoufand  Perjiam  died  in 
JJpahan  during  the  fiege  % 

Would  a  reafonable  and  compafSonate 
man  fuppofe,  that  at  the  fight  of  thefe  horrid 
fcenes  any  of  his  fellow-creatures  (hould  find 
not  only  matter  of  pleafure  and  fatisfa<3ion, 
but  of  the  higheft  exultation  and  triumph  ? 
That  conquerors  do,  is  neverthelefs  a  fad 
truth !  But  how  much  this  redounds  to  the 
honour  of  human  nature,  let  mankind  refleft. 

Surely  this  havock  and  deftrudlion  of 
our  fpecies  by  war,  inftead  of  being  an  ho- 
nour to  us,  and  affording  matter  of  pride  and 

glory, 

*  The  hiftory  of  the  revolution  of  Perjia^  taken  from 
die  memoirs  of  &ther  Krufmjkij  who  lived  twenty  year^ 
in  that  country. 

I  cannot  forbear  to  obferve,  that  thefe  miferies,  and  the 
terrible  calamities  which  the  whole  kingdom  of  Perfia 
was  afterwards,  and  remains  to  this  day  afflidled  with, 
were  entirely  owing  to  the  extreme  weakneft  of  the  king, 
Ae  ill  condufi  of  his  minifters,  and  particularly  the  dif- 
fy  o£oiis  tbit  reigned  among  them. 


and  of  War.  5gi 

glory,  is  one  of  the  greatcft  difgraces  of  hu- 
man nature,  and  ought  much  rather  to  occa* 
iion  (hame  and  mortification. 

Lord  Brooke  fays, 

»_  •_  —  From  the  deviVs  image  we  receive 
^bisfpirit^  which  Jiirres  mankind  with  man  to  warre^ 
Which  devils  doe  not  \  wherein  worfe  we  are  ^ . 

And  our  celebrated  poet  Milton^  to  the 
iame  purpofe ; 

OJhame  to  men  !  devil  with  devil  damned 
Firm  concord  holds ^  men  only  dijagree 
Of  creatures  rational.  — »■  — 
»—  —  ^'^  and  God  proclaiming  peace^ 
Tet  live  in  hatred,  enmity,  and^rife 
jlmong  tbemfehes,  and  levy  cruel  wars. 
Waging  the  earth,  each  other  to  dejiroy  *. 

And  again,  when  the  angel  MichaelhzA^ 
as  it  were,  fet  before  our  firft  parent's  eyes 
his  pofterity  murdering  one  another  in  war, 
he  breaks  out, 

f—  —  —  — P-  —  O  what  are  thefe  ? 
Death' sminijlers,  not  men!  who  thus  deal  death 
Inhumanly  to  men ;  and  multiply 
Ten  thoufandfold  the  Jin  of  him  whojlew 
His  brother:  for  ofwhomfuch  majfacre 
^ake  they,  but  of  their  brethren-,  men  of  men  ^  ? 

It 

*  His  works,  p.  75.  •  Paradife  Loft^  bookH, 

f  Jtid.  book  XI, 
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I T  is  indeed  difficult  to  determine,  whe« 
ther  unnecefiary  wars  are  more  wicked  and 
barbarous,  or  prepofterous  and  abfurd.  That 
they  arc  not  feen  in  this  light,  by  Europeans 
efpecially  ^,  among  whom  knowledge,  learn- 
ing, and  politenefs  are  fo  generally  difFufed, 
IS  greatly  to  be  wondered  at  as  well  as  la- 
mented. However,  that  wars  of  late  times, 
and  in  thefe  politer  parts  of  the  world,  have 
been  carried  on  with  fewer  circumftances  of 
cruelty  than  formerly,  and  in  countries  lefs 
poliihed,  is  certain  ^  which  may  afford  fome 
glimmering  of  hope,  that  in  time,  if  we  do 
not  relapfe  into  barbarity,  they  may  alfo  at 
leafl  become  lefs  common. 

How  happy  would  it  be  for  mankind, 
were  wars  entirely  to  ceafe,  and  that  men 
would  beat  their  fwords  into  plough-ihares, 
and  their  fpears  into  pruning-hooks  ^  and  in* 
ftead  of  learning  the  art  of  war,  that  is,  be- 
coming fo  ingenious  in  rendering  their  own 
fpecies  mifcrable,  or  deftroying  them,  that 

they 

«  Whatever  the  French^  who  are  very  apt  to  fancy 
themielves  the  moft  knowing  and  polite  people  of  Eu* 
rofe^  may  vainly  imagine,  it  is  far  from^being  an  honour 
to  them,  that  they  are  fo  infatiably  fond  of  war.  And 
their  conduS  in  North  America^  where  they  frequently 
excite  and  hire  the  favages,  even  in  time  of  peace,  to 
murder  and  fcalp  the  harmlefs  Englijh  planters,  and  their 
wives  and  children,  in  the  out-lying  fc^tlements,  is  a  fla-> 
grant  proof  q{  the  moft  barbarous  wd  inHum^A  cruelty. 
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they  would  cultivate  only  the  arts  of  peace, 
and  endeavour  to  aid,  aflifl:,  comfort)  and 
preferve  one  another !  (Thefe  pleaiing  ideas 
may  at  lead  be  indulged :  in  them  there  can 
be  nothing  extravagant,  whatever  there  may 
be  in  the  expedtation  of  the  realities.)  That 
this  would  be  of  infinite,  real,  folid  advan- 
tage to  all  princes,  kingdoms,  and  communi- 
ties, as  well  as  to  private  perfons,  is  certain. 
What  immenfe  charges  are  princes,  king-^ 
doms,  and  dates  frequently  at,  betides  the 
efFufion  of  human  blood,  (the  moil  deplora- 
ble expence,  tho'  too  little  regarded)  to  gain 
perhaps  an  inconfiderable  town  or  country, 
very  often  not  worth  a  thoufandth  part  of 
the  charge ;  and  which  at  lad,  after  a  mon- 
ftrous  profufion  of  blood  and  treafure,  they 
many  times  cannot  obta.in !  nay  frequently, 
indead  of  gaining  others  properties,  poOTef? 
fions,  and  dominions,  the  aggreflbrs  and  inva- 
ders lofe  their  own  j  or  if  that  happens  not  to 
be  the  cafe,  how  common  is  it,  after  two  or 
more  potent  nations  have  been  many  years 
at  war,  impoverifliing  and  dedroying  each 
other,  to  leave  off  and  fit  down  at  lad  with 
what  each  poffeffed  before  the  quarrel  began? 
And  even  when  great  and  extenfive  conqued^ 
are  gained,  they  fome times  end  in  the  ruin 
of  the  conquerors  themfelves.  Of  this  truth 
the  Romans^  in  particular,  were  an  eminent 


62  (yCjttJELTV, 

inftance :  their  extended  and  enormous  can-» 
queds  were  a  princip^  caufe  of  the  deftruc-^ 
tion  of  their  empire. 

BtJT  there  is  ftill  another  confidcration 
tvhich  ought,  more  than  all  others^  to  deter 
thriftians,  in  particular^  from  waging  any 
nnneccflary  wars ;  and  that  is,  not  only  the 
deftrudtion  of  mens  bodies,  but  the  prtcipi-* 
fating  their  fouls,  by  fudden  death,  with  all 
their  fins  on  their  heads^  into  everlafting  per- 
dition.  Chriftians  are  taught,  and  pretend 
to  believe,  the  foul  to  be  of  fuch  value,  that 
iTie  gain  of  the  whole  wdrfd  is  not  to  be  fed 
in  competition  with  \i  *;  yet  fcru^te  not  to  bei 
the  means,  fo  far  ad  they  know,  h^iy  as  they 
have  the  greateft  reafon,  oh  their  own  prin- 
ciples, to  believe,  of  hurrying  millions  inta 
eternal  mifery,  to  gratify  the  ambition  of  one 
man,  or  for  the  fake  of  a  trifling  difputc  or 
quarrel. 

^  Far  what  is  a  man  profited^  if  he  Jhall  gain  the  whole 
vwrldy  and  lofc  his  own  foul?  Matthew  xvL   26, 
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SECTION    I. 

IT  is  certain,  as  hath  been  already  menti- 
oned, that  to  fome  perfons  cruelty  is  na* 
tural ;  a  diipofition  to  it  is  brought  into  the 
world  with  them :  others  learn  it  by  bad  ex- 
amples, are  taught  it  by  wicked  precepts,  or 
excited  to  it  by  divers  other  vices :  it  is  alfo 
much  ftrengthened  by  habit. 
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Many  children  are  no  fooner  capable  of 
mifchief,  but  we  fee  them  delighted  with 
a6ls  of  barbarity,  which  they  firft  exercife  on 
infeds,  or  fuch  little  animals  they  can  mafter ; 
and  as  they  are  too  frequently  encouraged  in 
this  abominable  pradlice,  infl:ead  of  being  re- 
proved or  chaftifed  for  it,  no  wonder,  as  they 
grow  up  to  maturity  of  age,  they  grow  up  al- 
io to  maturity  of  wickednefs. 

When  a  natural  propenfity  to  this  vice  is 
obferved  in  children,  great  and  early  care 
fhould  be  taken  to  prevent  its  growth,  and^  if 
poflible,  to  eradicate  it^ 

The  firft  means  made  ufe  of  to  reform 
rational  creatures  fhould  always  be  to  reafon 
with  them.  If  in  this  cafe  that  method  does 
riot  prove  effeftual,  punilhments  muft  then 
be  made  ufe  of,  but  on  no  account  fuch  as 
may  harden  the  offender,  or  tend  to  make 
him  defperate;  for  thofe  are  much  more 
likely  to  confirm  and  increafe,  than  diminifh 
or  cure  the  evil.  Perhaps,  when  a  chUd  is 
wantonly  or  wickedly  hurting  a  harmlefs  ani- 
mkl,  and  reproof  hath  been  tried  without 
eflfedt,  he  fhould  be  ufed  fomewhat  after  the 
fame  manner  himfelf,  and  made  to  feel,  in  a 
proper  degree,  the  like  kind  of  pain  he  in- 
flids :  this,  accompanied  with  fuitable  admo- 
nitions, might  be  of  fervice  to  deter  him  from 
repeating  the  like.     And  if  fuch  a  method^ 
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tcrith.  ftill  greater  feverity,  was  prais^fed  upon 
adults^  who  for  fport^  or  in  mere  cruelty^ 
torments  the  dumb  creation^  I  fee  not  what 
reafon  they  would  have  to  complain  of  in-^ 
juftice.     Indeed  dumb  animals  are  frequently 
ufed,  a6  if  men  thought  them  as  void  of  feeU 
ing  as  they  are  of  fpeech ;  whereas  it  is  very 
probablei  the  feeling  of  fome  of  them  may 
be  more  acute  than  that  of  the  human  fpe-^ 
cies.    It  is  apparenti  that  fmelling,  which  is 
a  fort  of  feeling,  is  in  dogs  and  fome  other 
animals  fo  much  quicker  than  in  mankind^ 
that  it  is  quite  aftoniihing.    Since  there  is 
fach  an  amazing  fenfibility  of  this  kind  in 
thefe  creatures,  is  it  not  probable  there  may 
be  a  like  fenfibility  of  pain  ?  And  if  fo,  what 
extreme  mifery  are  they  often  put  to  for  the 
gratification  of  a  prepofterous  pleafure,  and  a 
barbarous  and  inhuman  temper  ? 

There  can  be  no  doubt  but  all  fporlive 
fpedlacles  of  cruelty  are  of  a  very  evil  ten- 
dency, and  ought  to  be  entirely  aboliflied. 
Some  perfons  may  think  that  fuch  lights  are 
a  means  of  forming  men  to  bravery,  and  pro- 
bably this  was  one  reafon  why  they  were  fo 
much  encouraged  among  the  Romans;  but 
this  proceeded  from  a  miftake :  for  it  is  falfe 
policy  to  endeavour  to  make  men  brave  by  ' 
inuring  them  to  blood  and  cruelty:  this 
may  itnder  them  bold  and  wicked  afiaflins^ 
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but  ndt  courageous  foldiers :  true  courage  ^b 
not  to  be  acquired  by  feeing  others  behave 
defperateiy  in  a  bad  caufe^  or  for  ncycaufe  at 
jdl,  but  by  men  from  their  own  reflexions, 
or  the  examples  of  others,  learning  to  con- 
temn fufFerings,  and  even  death  itfelf,  in  a. 
good  caufe. 

Cert  A  IN LV  it  is  a  great  fcandal  to  any 
civilized  people,  and  ftill  a  much  greater  rc« 
proach  to  a  chriftian  nation,  to^fu£Eer  fuch 
abominable  entertainments.  An  EngHJhman 
cannot,  without  regret,  take  notice,  that  fo- 
reigners have  frequently  remarked  the  barba- 
rity of  many  of  our  public  diverfions,  and 
from  thence  concluded  that  we  are  a  cruel 
people.  Refpeding  the  lower,  or  rathqf  the 
loweft  fort,  it  is  to  be  feared  the  charge  is  too 
juft ;  but  as  to  perfons  of  condition  and  edu- 
cation, I  hope  it  may  be  truly  faid,  there  arc 
none  in  any  country  that  exceed  many  of 
them  in  humanity. 

As  example  hath  great  influence  over  the 
minds,  manners,  and  conduft  of  children 
and  other  young  people  efpecially,  too  much 
care  cannot  be  taken  by  parents  and  others, 
to  whom  the  education  of  fuch  is  intrufted, 
that  neither  they  themfelves, commit  adis  of 
cruelty,  nor,  as  much  as  in  them  lies  to  pre- 
vent it,  fufFer  others  fo  to  do  in  the.  prefence 

.  :  •    '  of 
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of  jTOuth  * :  and  if  at  any  time  they  (hould  be 
witneflcs  of  fuch^  or  read  of,  or  hear  them 
rdated,  their  minds  (hould  be  imprefled  with 
horror  and  deteflation  of  fuch  unnatural  and 
brutifli  crimes.  If  thofe  who  have  power 
and  ability  to  prevent  bad  actions  being  com- 
mitted, and  do  not  exert  themfelves  to  fo 
good  a  purpofe,  are  in  one  fenfe  guilty  of 
them ;  how  much  more  guilty  are  they,  who 
by  their  example  encourage  and  promote 
them? 


SECTION    IL 

THE  many  cruelties  that  have  been  of 
late  committed  among  us  by  thieves^ 
robbers,  and  other  vile  wretches,  and  in  fuch 
numbers  as  were  unknown  to  former  times^ 
call  aloud  for  redrefs. 

F  2  If 

*  Abftineas  igttur  damnandts ;  hujus  enim  vel 
Una  pot  ens  ratio  ejlj  m  crimina  noftra  fequantur 
Ex  nobis  geniti:  quoniam  dociles  imitandi^ 

Turpibus  iff  pravis  omnes  fumus.  — ^  — 

•  •   «   •'  «   ••*'•««•• 

Nil  diSfu  fadumj  vifuque  hoc  limina  tangsi^ 
Intra  qua  puiT  e/f.  ^-*  — 

Again, 

Maxima  debetitr  puero  revirpttia.  —  — 

Juv,  Sat.  14. 

This  (atlrc  is  rccommcndca  as  a  moft  excellent  leffoa 
ti'ps^tfsis'and  others  who  have  the  care  o{  ^ovx*^* 
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It  all  tbofc  who  rob  by  ftealth  only^  werq 
put  to  hard  labour  for  a  time,  and  kept 
under  a  very  flridt  difcipline,  and  the  moft 
incorrigible  confined  to  fome  laborious  em-» 
ployments  for  their  lives,  and  fo  pliaced  as 
to  be  made  fpe£kacles  to  others,  this  might 
be  attended  with  good  confequences.  And 
as  to  thofe  who  rob  by  violence,  if  no  bet- 
ter method  can  be  found  out,  they  muft  of 
neceflity  be  hanged :  but  murder  being,  as 
has  been  before  obferved,  a  crime  for  which 
no  compenfation  can  poffibly  be  made  to  the 
fufierer,  and  is  by  this  and  other  aggra* 
vating  circumftances  diftinguifhed  from  all 
other  crimes,  fo  undoubtedly  a  diftinguifhing 
puniihment  (hould  be  infiidted  on  murderers  ^ 
they  (hould  be  put  to  death  in  fome  manner 
that  might  more  afFed  and  terrify  both  cri^ 
minals  and  fpedators  than  the  prefent :  and 
thefe  executions,  and  indeed  all  others,  (hould 
eonflantly  be  attended  with  great  folemnity. 

On  this  occafion  it  is  not  eafy  to  pafs  over 
the  notice  of  a  diilerent  kind  of  criminals, 
who  have  likewife  of  late  mod  fcandaloufly 
abounded  among  us ;  thefe  are  falfe  fwearers. 
Would  it  not  be  equitable,  and  a  very  likely 
method  to  leflen  the  number  of  (hefe  dan- 
gerous mifcreants,  if,  when  they  are  conviSed 
of  wilful  and  defigned  perjury  in  criminal 
cafes,  they  were  made  to  fuffer  the  fame  pu- 

niOiment 
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ol/hment  as  would  have  been  infiided  on  the 
accufed  perfbn^  if  found  guilty  ?  This  was  a 
law  of  the  twelve  tables  among  the  Romans^ 
and,  if  I  mifVake  not,  among  the  Perfians^ 
and  furely  a  very  juft  one. 

As  the  religious  regard  paid  by  the  Ro^ 
mans,  in  the  early  times  of  the  common- 
wealth, to  their  oaths,  which  is  teftified  by 
Livy  and  other  hiftorians,  is  greatly  to  the 
honour  of  thofe  pagans ;  fo  it  refledts  no  fmall 
ieandal  upoo  fuch  chriftians  who  difregard 
fo  faoxd  a  tye.  M.  Scaurus  gives  us  a  re- 
markable ihftance  of  this  ftrid  obfervance  of 
an  oath,  even  among  the  Roman  foldiers,  and 
in  a  camp.  It  was  the  cuftom,  as  foon  as 
they  were  encamped,  to  fwear  that  they 
would  do  no  injuftice  to  any  one,  either  in 
the  camp,  or  within  a  mile  round  it.  One 
night  it  happened  that  a  Roman  army  was 
ftationed  where  there  grew  a  tree  loaded  with 
fruit,  and  the  next  morning,  when  they 
m^ched  away,  not  a  foldier  had  touched  it  \ 
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F[TY  and  compaffion  being  excellent 
prefer vatives  againft  many  malignant 
vices,  as  well  as  powerful  incentives  to  the 
Hjoft  beneficent  virtues  5  if  thefe  good  quali- 

F  3  tVt^ 

M^  Inquiry  into  the  morals  of  the  ;ii\c\et\\.'>»  ^-ai^^  \%» 
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ties  wefc  carefully  cultiyated,  efpecjally  it| 
the  minds  of  children  and  young  pepple  in 
general,  before  their  hearts  became  hardene4 
with  habitual  cruelly, .  it  might  be  a;  means^ 
among  many  other  good  eflFcfts,  of  preV/ept- 
ing  numbers  of  vile  adlions  from  belpg  CQlgi- 
mitted.  The  prefenting  objefts  of  mifery  to 
the  view  of  children,  exciting  their  jcompaf- 
fion  towards  fuch,^  and  making  them  fre- 
quently the  difpenfers  of  fmall  charities^ 
would  undoubtedly  help  to  produce '  <hefo 
ufeful  and  amiable  difpbfitions.  Were  the: 
hearts  of  yciith  thus  early  warmed  iaad  mol<- 
lified  by  fentiments  of  benevolence  and  idba*. 
rity,  thcfre  would  be  little  danger,  wben.thejr: 
gfow  ifp  to  riper  years,  that  they  (hould  di-i 
ftrefs  any  of  their  fellows-creatures,  either  by 
fraud,  oppreffion,  violence,  or  any  other  aiSt; 
of  cruelty.  Fraud  indeed  may  oftentimes, 
with  the  ftrideft  propriety,  be  efteemed  cru- 
elty :  for  we  frequently  fee  men  guilty  of  it,, 
when  they  Jcnow  that  the  inevitable  confe- 
quence  of  their  knavery  will  be  the  diftrefs 
and  utter  ruin  of  not  only  fingle  perfons, 
but  many  times  large  femilies  alfo.  Surely 
thofe  who  adt  in  this  manner  muft  be  as  de- 
flitute  of  pity  and  compaffion,  as  of  juftice 
and  equity! 

We  have  already  feen  how  naturally,  and 
many  times  almoft  unavoidably,  vices  pro- 
duce 
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duce  one  another  \    Few  perfons,  if  any, 
begin  wifii  the  moft  atrodous"' :  but  by  in- 
dulging in  the  fmaller  they  are  often  led  to 
tbt'  g^eateft,  dven  (o  cruislty  and  murden 
Tbis  &rni(hes  a  mofl  ufeful  in(l:rud:ion :  To 
ibon:every  appearance  of  evil.     Were  many 
$cild»  ivhen  they  indulge  fome  iDordinate  ap*- 
petiibe,  to  what  monftrous  crimes  this  would 
JbEAd  <hem,  riiight  they  not  probably  ifay^  as 
i^zai^  diid  to  Eli/^  the  prophet,  whea*  in- 
Jornfpd  fby  him  what  horrid  auelties,  he 
fliould  be  guilty  of,  Js  thy  Jervant  a  .Jog^  Hsat 
hefimdd  do  this  great  thing?  or,  ^s  it  js  in  the 
jqawgin  of  fome  bibles,  That  lJboul4.  be  witbr 
4iUtjdL  bummiiy  and  pity "  ?     If,  when  a  Ttfie 
jgiXf^c}^  firft  entered  into  a  criminal  alrnour, 
£[ie  had  been  a0ured  it  would  end  ia  her 
.muckering  her  father,  it  is  very  likely  fhi^ 
woal4  luve  ihuddered  at  the  thought,  and 
•  not  believed  it  poifible. 

^—  —i  -^-^-^  —  _  nam  quis 
PeiCandi  finetn  pefuit  Jibi  f 

J^ifnam  hominum  eftj  qutm  tu  contentum  videris  una 
Flagitio  ?  —  —  — ^  — 

JuvBN.  Sat.  13. 
»  Nemo  repenufuit  turpijjimus.  —  —  Idem. 

»  2  l^ngs  viii, 
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SECTION    IV. 

« 

IF  the  fuppreffing  private  injuries,  rob^? 
ries,  violences,  and  cruelties,  be  fo  defi- 
table  an  event,  as  certainly  it  is,  bow  much 
more  ardently  is  it  to  be  wilhed,  that  public 
enormities  of  the  fame  kind,  I  mean  wars^ 
ivere  like  wife  put  an  end  to !  By  the  firft, 
but  a  few,  comparatively,  fuffer ;  by  the  lat- 
ter,  nations  are  greatly  diftrefled^  and  fome- 
times  entirely  deftroyed. 

TfiAT  thefe  calamities  are  principally 
owing  to  the  boundlefs  pride  and  ambition 
'of  princes,  is  certainly  true.  And  that  princes 
.iare  fb  apt  to  involve  their  own  and  other 
-countries  in  cruel  and  deftra6:ive  wars  to 

•  •  • 

-gratify  thofe  paffions,  is  one  among  many 
^tonanfwerable  reafons,  why  they  fhould  never 
be  trufled  with  abfolute  power.  Governing 
bodies  of  men  are  not,  generally  fpeaking,  fo 
fufceptible  of  thofe  vices  as  flngle  perfons, 
and  are  for  the  mofl.  part  much  more  regard* 
ful  of  public  utility.  For  this  reafon,  if  there 
were  fewer  arbitrary  princes  in  the  world,  we 
might  have  reafon  to  hope  there  would  be 
feWer  cruelties  of  many  kinds  committed^ 
and  particularly  not  fg  many  unjufl  wars  un^ 
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Did  princes  and  ftatcs  ad  as  wifely  re- 
fpefting  their  engaging  in  war,  as  prudent 
merchants  commonly  do  in  adventures  of 
traffic,  and  compute  juftly  the  profit  and  lofs 
.that  might  be  reafonably  expe^ed  from  wars^ 
.before  they  involved  their  people  in  them; 
and  if  the  firfl:  were  as  attentive  to  public  be<- 
iiefit,  as  the  latter  ufually  a^e  to  private  profit, 
furely  they  would  not  then  ever  enter  into  a 
war  without  an  abfolute  neceffity,  which  it 
is  certain  very  rarely  happens. 

Let  us  hear  the  late  archbilhop  of  Camr 

ifray^  in  his  advipe  to  the  duke  of  Burgundy^ 

father  of  hcnvh  XV,  the  prefent  king  of 

.France^  on  this  fubjed:  of  making  war^ 

Awz-vous  (fays  this  humane  and  excellent 

prelate)  bien  Examine  Ji  la  guerre^  dont  il  s'agif- 

fgity  etoit  nkejjaire  a  vos  peuples?  Peut-^etre  ne 

fagi/foit-il  que  de  quelque  pretenjion  qui  vous  re^ 

gardoit  perfonnellementi  vospeuples  tCy  avoient 

auctm  interet  reeL  *****  Suppofe  meme 

que  cette  guerre  regarde  precifement  tetat^  vous 

.  avez  du  regardfr  fi  elk  eji  plus  utile  que  dom-- 

.  mageable.  *  *  *  *  .  Toute  compenfation  exaSle^ 

ment  faite,  il  rCy  a  prefque  point  de  guerre^ 

.  mime  beureufement  terminee^  que  nefajfe  beau-^ 

coup  plus  de  tnal  que  de  bien  a  un  etat.    On 

^'a  ^u'  ^  cqnjidirer  combien  elle  ruine  defamil^ 

les, 

T  Expmfn  ^e  confcjincf  poyr  un  foi^  i^c^   Pf  4I9  42f 

«Ff3; 
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kSy  c(mbieri£lle  fait  pirir  d'bomtneiy  comhien 
:dii  ravage  &  depeuple  de  pais^  &c.    Then 
he  adds,  Tiut  bommefenfe^  et  qui  agiroitfans 
fdJfiMi  entreprendroit'^Ue  prods  U  mieuxfonde 
filongki  hixy  s'ilMmtaJurique  ce  prods  (mS-- 
mi  en  le  gagnant)  feroit  plus  de  malque  de 
-Hen  i  ia  nmireufe  f ami  He  dont  it  eji  cbargi  ? 
Le.  Have  you  well  examined,  if  the  war  yoa 
tre  about  to  undfertake  be  ncccffary  for  the 
teal  benefit  of  your  people  ?  Perhaps  it  relates 
only  to  fome  peffbrial  pretehfionof  yourowil. 
■—  But  even  fuppofing  this  war  does  efpeci- 
dily  regard  the  ftate,  you  are  then  to  confider 
if  it  is  niore  profitable' or   hurtful.— AH 
things  being  cixaifliy  weighed,  there  is  hardly 
"any  war,  evenr^  tho*  ^^ppi'y  ended,  which 
does  not  produce  natrch  rbore  prejudice  than 
"benefit  to  a  ftate. '  It  need  only  be  confidered 
liow  many  families  are  ruined,  how  many 
men  perifli,  what  ravage  and  depopulation 
of  countries  is  occasioned  by  it. -^  Would  any 
fenfible  man,  who  a£ls  without  pafiHon,  un-« 
dertake  a  law-fuit,  the  b&ft  founded  accord- 
ing to  law,  if  he  was  affured  that  this  pro-* 
cefs,  even  tho'  he  (hould  gain  it,  would  oc- 
^afion  more  injury  than  benefit  to  a  nume-> 
rous  family,  with  the  care  of  which  he  was 
intruded  ?  By  thefe  and  many  more  cogent 
arguments,  did  this  good  and  worthy  man  ^n- 
(deavour  to  perfuade  his  pupil,  not  to  engage 

in 
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in  any  wars  that  he  could  with  honojar  and 
fafcty  avoijd.  Well  would  it  be,  if  all  princes, 
and  ftates  were  prevailed  upon  to  ta^e  fucH 
wholfome  advice. 

Different  countries,  in  different  parts 
of  the  world,  being  cbnitinually  in  want  of 
each  others  produdtion 8  and  manu&dlares, 
by  an  exchange  of  thefe,  trade  is,  in  times  of 
peace,  carried  on  to  mutual  convenience  and 
benefit ;  the  revenues  of  princes  are  hereby 
augmented,  and  the  eflates  of  private  men 
increafed.  Perfons  of  condition  then  alfb 
frecjuently  travel  for  curiofity  or  improve- 
ment into  each  others  countries ;  by  which 
means  languages  are  learned,  a  free  inter- 
cpurfe  inaintained,  .  and  men  ceafe  to  be 
ftranger$  and  barbarians  to  one  another;  arts, 
fciences,  and  politenefs  are  acquired  and-dif- 
fiifed  I  and  many  kind  and  good  ofEqes  pafs 
bet weeft. perfons  of  different  nations,  who  live 
together  like  brethren,  as  they  all  in  rea* 
litv  are. 

How  common  is  it,  when  people  of  neigh- 
bouring countries  have  lived  for  years  in  this 
friendly  manner,  that  upon  fome  fenfelefs 
quarrel  between  their  princes,  thefe  kind  and 
hofpitable  intercourfes  immediately  break  off, 
and  are  changed  into  all  planner  of  violences 
and  injuries;  into  opprefiion,  imprifonments, 
rapine^  deyaflation,  and  (laughter?  Surely, 
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when  thcfe  two  conditions  are  compared, 
hone  but  madmen  would  chufe  the  latter. 

That  it  is  the  real  intereft  of  princes  to 
preferye  their  dominions  in  peace,  cannot 
be  doubted :  and  it  is,  if  rightly  conlidered^ 
not  lefs  their  true  glory. 

Can  a  prince  obtain  more  fubftantial  glory 
than  by  preferving,  as  much  as  in  him  lies, 
the  lives  of  his  people,  and  rendering  them 
as  eafy  and  happy  as  poflible  ?  Or  can  he 
more  juftly  merit  the  greateft  reproach  and 
infamy,  (I  had  like  to  have  faid  puhi(hment 
alfo)  than  for  deftroylng  or  making  miferable 
multitudes  of  thofe  who  are  put  under  his 
<;are  and  protedlion  ? 

A  CERTAIN  truth  it  is,  tho'  a  melan^ 
choly  one,  that  few  princes  have  attained,  or 
indeed  at  all  fought  after,  this  real  glory  of 
beipg  thg  prefervers  of  their  people  5  but  that 
great  numbers  of  theni  have  richly  deferved 
the  reproach  and  infamy  of  being  their  de* 
ftroyers.  Among  the  very  few  who  have  fo 
well  jjjBferyed  of  their  fubjeds,  and  indeed  it 
may  be  faid  of  mankind  in  general,  two  in- 
fiances  {hall  be  here  given,  on?  fincicnt  and 
the  other  modern : 

The  ancient  exaipple  is  that  of  Hiero  king 
qiSyracufe^  who^^.  tho*  not  a  great  king,  re- 
fpeding  his  conqijefts,  or  the  extent  of  his 
^qpupions,  which  vvas  only  about  half  the 
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ifland  of  i&V//>^,  yet  well  merited  that  title  by 
his  wifdom  and  condudt.  The  author  from 
whom  this  prince's  charadler  is  taken  %  hav- 
ing beftowed  great  praife  upon  him  for  main- 
taining his  alliance  with  the  Romans  for  near 
iifty  years,  till  his  death,  with  the  utmoft  fi- 
delity and  honour;  and  particularly  after  the 
&tal  battle  of  Canna^  when  that  people  were 
in  apparent  danger  of  ruin,  and  deferted  by 
almoft  all  their  allies  :  my  author,  I  fay,  hay- 
ing given  him  great  praife  on  this  account| 
proceeds  as  follows : 

^and  il  ( Hieron )  fut  parvenu^  &c.  When 
Wero  became  poiTefTed  of  the  foverciga 
power,  his  chief  defire  was  to  let  his  fiibjc^s 
fee  that  he  thought  himfelf  placed  on  the 
throne  only  to  render  them  happy.  He  en- 
deavoured not  to  make  himfelf  feared,  but 
beloved.  He  looked  upon  himfelf  much  lefs 
as  their  mafter,  than  as  their  protedtor  and 
father. 

O  N  E  of  his  principal  cares  was  to  prefervc 
and  increafe  the  natural  fertility  of  the  coun- 
try, and  caufe  agriculture  to  be  efteemed  an 
honourable  employment.  He  might  have 
entered  into  war,  gained  battles,  made  con- 
quers, and  enlarged  his  dominions ;  for  he 
wanted  not  courage,  of  which  he  gave  mani- 

feft 

f  M.  RMin^  m  liit  Hifiain  Rommney  T.  V,  K  i6.; 
p.  273.  a/^f. 
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jfeft  prooh  before  he  afcended  the  throne* 
If  he  had  engaged  in  thefe  foolifh  and  ambi- 
tious projedb,  and  fucceeded,  as,  many  cir« 
cumftances  being  much  in  his  favour,  he 
very  probably  might,  then  in  the  opinion  of 
moft  men  he  had  pafTed  for  a  hero.  But 
with  what  heavy  taxes  muil  he  have  loaded 
£is  people  ?  How  many  hufbandmen  mufl 
be  have  forced  from  their  lands  ?  How  much 
blood  would  have  been  fpilled  to  obtain  thefe 
victories  ?  And  what  advantage  would  they 
have  been  to  the  ftate  ?  Hiero^  who  knew  in 
what  folid  glory  confifted,  placed  his  in  wifely 
governing  the  people  under  his  charge,  and 
making  them  happy.  Inftead  pf  feeking  by 
force  of  arms  to  conquer  new  countries,  he 
endeavoured  to  increafe  the  number  of  his 
fubje£ts  by  peace  and  plenty,  which  he  fe- 
cured  them  the  poflcflion  of. 

When  Syracufe,  through  the  wife  con- 
du(3:  of  Hiero^  was  feen  to  enjoy  this  happy 
tranquillity,  whilft  jifrica^  Italy^  and  even- 
a  part  of  Sicily  itfelf,  and  all  the  coun- 
tries around  his  dominions,  were  diflrefled 
by  a  violent  and  cruel  wSr,  who  could  with- 
hold from  faying  with  admiration,  Happy 
the  people  thus  conducted  by  a  wife  king ! 
and  more  happy  ftill  the  king,  who  feeks  the 
Welfare  of  his  people,  and  places  his  felicity 
Maiding  his  duty  rSuppofe,  on  the  contrary, 

this 
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thisidtnei%Vr0,  after  feveralcampaignsi  enter- 
ing victorious  into  his  capital^  amidft  the  aof 
clamations  of  the  public ;  but  ^ding  at  hi$; 
leturn  the  people  unhappy,  exbaufted  by  taxes, 
reduced  to  extreme  poverty ;  the  laAds  for 
the  mofl  part  uncultivated,  and  fome  ev^a 
defef  ted :  if  he  had  any  remains  of  humanity, 
could  he  take  the  leaf);  fatis&dtion  in  a  glory 
that  had  cofl;  his  people  fo  dear,  and  not  de* 
teft  laurels  ftained  by  the  tears  and  the  blood 
of  his  fubjeds  ?  Such  is,  in  part,  the  charader 
given  of  Hiero  by  M.  Rolling  and  fuch  are  his 
d[)fervations  upon  it. 

The  worthy  author  feems  to  have  been 
{o  delighted  with  the  charader  of  this  prince, 
which  is  indeed  mofl  amiable,  that  he  has 
drawn  it  at  full  length :  the  above  is  but  a 
ihort  extrad.  The  reader  cannot  fail  of  being 
much  pleafed,  if  he  perufes  the  whole  in  the 
original,  where  it  takes  up,  including  Mr* 
Roilin^s  judicious  obfervations,  about  ten 
pages.  In  the  mean  time  it  may  be  proper 
to  add,  that  ISero  lived  to  upwards  of  ninety 
years  of  age,  and  reigned  fifty-four  years  j 
and  that  towards  the  latter  part  of  his  life  he 
deiigned  to  have  reftored  the  Syracufians  to 
their  liberty,  that  their  ruin,  which  he  fore- 
law  they  wefe  in  clanger  of  from  the  govern- 
ment of  a  young  king,  might  be  prevented : 
but. failing  in  this  excellent  intention,  what 

2  V^ 
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he  apprehended  came  to  pafs  -,  for  the  itl  coA-^ 
du£t  of  his  fucceflbr  occafioned  the  deftroc-^ 
tion  of  this  kingdom*  > 

The  modern  inftance  of  a  prince,  who 
merited  true  and  folid  glory  for  preferving 
peace  in  his  dominions,  and  doing  all  the 
good  he  poffibly  could  to  his  fubjefts,  fhallr 
be  taken  from  Voltaire's  Steele  de  Louis  XIV  % 
and,  as  it  is  not  long,  in  his  own  words,  but 
fomewhat  abridged :    //  ejl  afoubaiter^  que  la 
derniire  pofieriti  apprenne^  qu^un  de  plus  petit t 
fouverains  de  /'Europe  (fays  this  author,  ipeak-^ 
ing  of  Leopold  duke  of  Lorraine)  a  ete  celui 
qui  a  fait  le  plus  de  bien  a  fon  peuple.     7/ 
trcuva  la  Lorraine  defolee  &  diferte  :  il  la  re-^ 
peupla^  il  renricbit.    II  la  confervce  toUjours  en 
paixy  pendant  que  le  refie  de  /'Europe  a  ete  ra^ 
vag^par  la  guerre.    11  a  eu  la  prudence  d'etre 
toujour s  bien  avec  la  France,  Sf  d'etre  aime 
dans  r  empire.  *  *  *  H  a  procuri  a'fes  peuples  ' 
Vabondance^  qu'ils  ne  connoijjaient  plus.     Sa 
nobleffe^  riduite  a  la  dernier e  mifhe^  a  eti  mife 
dans  t opulence  parfes  feuls  bienfaits.     Voiait^  ' 
il  la  maifon  d^uh  gentil-bomme  en  ruine^  il  la  \ 
faifait  rebdter  afes  depens :  il  parat  leur  det- 
tes ;  ilmariait  leur s  files  %  ilprodiguat  depre^ 
fensy  avec  cet  art  de  donner^  qui  eft  encor  au^^ 
dejfus  des  bienfaits ;  //  mettait  dansfs  dons  la 
magnifcence  d^un  prince  &  la  politejje  d'un 

ami. 
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Jkm.    Les  arts  en  bonneur  dans  Ja  petite  pro^ 
vince^  produtfaient  me  circulatim.  nauveUe^  qui 
fait  la  ricbejfe  des  etatu  ^  *  *  II  a  Aa6Ii  dans 
Luneville  une  efpke  ^umverfiti  Jam  pidan-^ 
tijtne^  oii  lajeune  mblejfe  ^Allemagne  venait 
fe  former.    On  y  apprenait  de  verit ablet  fci^ 
enceSf  dans  des  ^coles  oii  la  pbyfique  it  ait  demen^ 
tree  aux  yeux  par  de  machines  admirableSi    JO 
a  chercbe  les  talens  jufques  dans  ks  boutiques  & 
dans  lesforets,  pour  les  mettre  dujour  &  lesen^ 
courager.    Enfn^  pendant  tout  fan  rigne^  it 
Tse  s^ejl  occupi^  que  du  Join  de  procurir  d.  fa  na* 
tion  de  la  tranquillity ^  des  ricbejfe s^  des  connaif 
fances  &  des  plaijirs.   ^e  quitterais  demain  ma 
fouverainet^^  difait  il^Jije  ne  powoais  faire 
du  bien.    Auji  a^t4l  goute  U  bonbeur  d^itre 
aimi\  &fai  vu^  adds  Mr.  Voltaire^  long  terns 
aprh  fa  mort^  fes  fujets  verfer  des  larmes  en 
prononfant  fin  jiom.  i.  e.    It  is  to  be  wiflied 
that  the  lateft  poflerity  may  know,  that  one 
of  the  'lead  f9vereign  princes  in  Europe  ha$ 
done  the  moft  good  to  his  people,  j^e  found 
Lorraine  ruined  and  deferted :  he  f  e-peo|^ed 
and  enriched  it.    He  preferved  it  always  in 
peace,  whilft  the  reft  of  Europe  was   laid 
wafte  by  war^^    He  had  the  prudence  to  keep 
always  well  with  France^  and  to  be  beloved 
in  the  Empire.  He  procured  fuch  plenty  for 
his  people  as  they  have  not  fince  known. 
His  nobility,  reduced  to  the  laft  degree  of 
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inifery,  hft  placed  in  opuTeiice  hj  hia  ovU^ 
bmraty.  If  he  few  a  genWeman's  houfe  is 
tniils,  he  tatikd  it  to  be  rebuilt  at  his  own, 
'experoe :  he  paid  theit  debc^;  he  gate  their 
daughttrsin  marriage  3  he  generou%beflowcd 
prefents  with  that  art  ot  giving  which  greatly 
InhaftCes  the  Value  of  the  Favour :  in  his  giftt 
iihere  a^piwed  the  magnificttice  of  a  prince^ 
joined  to  the*  politenefs  of  a  friend.  Art^ 
being  txiiich  honoured  in  this  final!  country^ 
caufed  a  new  circulation^  which  produces  the 
richer  of  i!ates.  He  eftablifhed  in  Lunevilte 
a  kind  of  itaivcrfity  wathoet  pedantry,  to 
^hich  the  3rouhg  nobility  of  Germany  camo. 
to  accomplifk  themfeWe^.  They  were  taught 
Tolid  learning  in  fchools  where  natural  philo* 
fophy  was  demonftrated  to  the  fight  by  ad^ 
mirable  inachmes/  He  foifght  for  men  of 
tibility  even'  in  fliops  and  ftrfdls^  to  bring  tpt 
light  and'  ebdoiutage  them,  i  In*  a  Veord, 
during  his '  whde  reign,  he  employed  -  him^ 
felf  only  to  procure  peace,  riches,  khov(f^ 
fedge,  and  pieaftw-e  to  his  people*  I  would 
quit  itny  fovereignty  to-morrow,  faid-  he,  if 

I  could  do  no  good  T^?  ^^^  ^^  *^^^  ^^* 
Jiappmcfr  of"  being  beloved  j  and  I  faw,  long 
after  his  dfeath,  his  fubjfefts^fhed tears  in  men-- 
tioning  his  name  \'  So  f^  MonC'  Voltaire. 

Lev 

vT.Xf  thtTe-two  eharafiers  of  ^uro  and  Leopcldy  fajr 
Xfillin  and  Voltaivi^  were  put  into  frames  gnd  hung  up  m* 
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Ltt  the  condu<a  of  thefc  two  prinde^^ 
ieho  thus  fought  peace  and  purfued  it,  be 
tOBipared  with  the  fetaody  exploits  of  jilex^ 
under  and  Cafar^  who  delighted  in  war^  ana 
werc|i|i(k)ubtedlythe  g^f^ateft  ponqjperorfthat 
hifttory^^es  us  -Sny  afccimnf  6f ;  or  witn  the 
fictions  of  Lewis  XIV  above-mentioned^  who 
was  immortalized  and  ^almoft  deified  by  his 
fubjecSks,  tho'  he  brought  defolation  and  ruin 
ix)tk  OB  ^em  ^fiAylm  a^ishbp(H;34  ^/V%vih 
bt  tnefe  liave  defer vedbcft  oif  their  countrie'Sj 
and  of  .mankind  in  general  ?  And,  confe* 
qiicntly,  which  have  obtained  the  "truel? 
glory  ?  Do  riot  the  former  appear  like  guar- 
dian an^Ii,  and  thib  Oatie^  -liket^kftiiying 
demons  ? 
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Jlm  pahf^  ofzll^hk  princeftin  Vuroj^i:  tmght^djfriot 
i^jbotJ^  H^^  and  brnacQe9t4  piec^  of  funHtuf^  f^f^^ 
Wny  of  thefe  princes  would  find  their  own  likeneltes  in 
wcmi  Is  m  feqf  eafy  to  faf.  /,""'"' 
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INTRODUCTION. 

WHATEVER  opinions  in  reygion 
proceed  from  cruelty,  or  are  pro«> 
dodive  of  it ;  or  whatever  a€ts  of  barbarity 
are  performed  as  religious  duties,  or  for  the 
Intended  fervice,  or  under  the  (andion  of 
feligion»  may,  it  is  prefumed,  by  implication 
at  leaft,  come  under  the  denomination  of  re- 
ligious cruelties,  and  will  therefore  be  confix 
dered  is  fuch  in  the  following  E&y. 

A  s  the  belief  of  a  Deity  is  the  fbundatioot 
of  religion,  fo,  conformable  to  the  fentimeots 
men  entertain  of  the  objedl  of  their  worfliip, 
will  their  religion  generally  be.  If  men  fup^ 
ppie  God  to  be  tyrannical,  capricious,  or 

malevolent;^ 


malevolent,  then  their  religion  will  be  flaviil^ 
£uitaftical,  or  cruel.  But  if  they  fincerely' 
think  the  Deity  is  mfinitely  wiie  and  good, 
then  k  is  reafonable  to  conclude  their  rpli* 
gion  fliould  be  rational,  benevolent,  and  be* 
nefioent. 

Those  who  wor(hIp  one  God  only,  pre* 
tend  at  leaft  to  believe,  that  he  is  a  being  of 
infinite  wifdom  and  goodne(s :  but  if  any  of 
diefe  afalbe  cruelty  to  him,  or  imagine  he 
may  be  acceptably  worfliipped  by  infignifi* 
can^  trifling  performances,  or  by  adb  of  bar* 
barity,  and  more  efpecially  if  they  think  he 
hath  commanded  fuch  things,  then  their  real 
ientiments  of  the  Deity  are  dire^y  oppofite 
to  their  pretended :  when  this  is  the  cafe,  the 
former,  and  not  the  latter,  con^t»te  the|e 
mens  religion.  • 

Multitudes  of  people  believe  God  to 
be  cruel,  and  are  fo  in  their  religion,  who 
hardly  feem  fenfible  of  it:  they  impofe  both 
on  others  and  themfel  ves  alfo.  But  let  fuch 
a0c  their  own  hearts,  how  they  think  the 
fupreme  Being  will  deal  with  almoft  the 
whole  race  of  mankind,  (his  own  creatures) 
and  efpecially  all  unbelievers,  tho'  inevitably 
fiich,  in  the  other  world?  and  how  they 
themfelves,  if  they  had  power,  would,  in  this 
world,  treat  all  who  diffent  from,  them  i^ 
gaatters  of  faith  and  worfliip?  And  thefij 


8^'  O/^'CRtTEiTfi 

qncftlohs;^  if  matordj-  confidercd  ^nd  ho^ 
peftly  anifwered,'  will  -  fliew  many  mens  bc^ 
lief  concerning  the  Peity,  and  their  religion^ 
in'  a  light  very  diffeireiit  from  that  in  vrhtch 
l^iey  before  appeared.  ^        •  - '  ■ 

Tho*   moft  men  acknowledge  that  no 
ppiWions  art  of  near  fo  mudi  confcquthce  as 
thofe  relating  to  God  ahdteligion,  yiet  there 
gre  none  tnty  more  cortimonly  take  upoij 
irtift :  abtmdance  of  ptoplc  learn  creeds- and 
cdtethiftfts  t)y  rote,  Sas  they  do  ballads,  and 
rVafott  aslittle  upon  theibfmcr  as  the  Iktter. 
MAf?V  ittiCles   of  religious   belief  arc 
Warrfily  fetobtaced,  and  ftrenuoufly  defehded^ 
not  beqaufe  they,  are  reafonable,  but  becaufe 
they  Wfere  j^arly  imbibed  jand  received  with 
reverence,  tifbecaufe  they  fuit  mens  tempers 
or  intgfefts..    We  are  very  apt  to  imagine^ 
ttiat  opihiOftS  Inculcated  in  our'youth,  which 
have  is  it  Were.growA  trp  with  us,  and  we 
have  lon^  .entertained,  are  the  refult  of  our 
own  reafohing,  tho*  wemever  reafoned  about 
fheni^  Suchof  thefe  fts  are  apparently  agree- 
able to  truth,  it  matters  not  much  whether 
.     .  • 

they  were  difpovered^by  ourfelves,  or  learned 
from  othe^rs''^:  bfijt  thdfe  Which  appear  doubt- 
ftiX  and  jcpnfeg^uently  rediiire  examination, 
ought  hbt'to'be  admittedi  by  us'^till  we  have 
^a^ineO^em, 'and  tBordu^hly  too : '  for  by 
k  ^is  -j^ieans, '  and  tills  ojjly,  if  we  then  fiwj 


them  trae>  or  at  lead  probable,  they  becwnc 
properly  our  own  fentixnents. 

,  H  A  V ING  premifed  thefc  few  genc;ral  ob- 
iervatipnSy  we  ihall  confider  our  fubjed;  under 
the  three  following  heads^  viz. 

FlRST^  The  opinions  which  commonly 
{lave  been,  or  now  are  entertained,  by  the 
greateft  part  of  mankind,  concerning  the  cru- 
elty of  the  Deity  or  Deities  worfliipped  by 
them. 

Secondly,  The  barbarous  methods  of 
devotion  frequently  pradifed. 

Thirdly,  Men's  inhuman  treatment  of 
one  another,  on  account  of  their  different 
ientiments  in  religion,  and  dilTerent  forms  of 
worfliip*  , 

•  - 

S  E  C  T  I  O  N     L 

•     •  •  <  ■ 

AS '  we  have  no  clear  or  iatisfaftory  ac- 
count of  the  creation  of  man ',  we  dp 
jiot  know  his  original  opinion  concerning  his 
.Creatori  no«:  what  was  the  firft  ob^ed  of  his 

.   G  4  :    ,:....  worflup, 

if  The  relaitoons  of  all  heathea  :liUbPl^c0nc^rniAg  t)ie 
-oci^  of  man:  are  undoubtedly  fabulpus  invfiittipasi  and 
•die  account  of  it  in  the  hook  of  Gentfify,  (aid  to  b^  wnt* 
tKti'kif^'Mfes^^  \i7j&  beienliy  many  learned  mc^'efteemed 
Htti  "adlegory,  and  certainly  liatfa  much.more  the  appear- 
4uio»  d£  cbat  than  a  biftory :  howevi^r^  it  W  ^^  ^t%.  n^x^ 
fffgrt,  dark,  mi  uii/ktis/ailory, 


1, 


88  Of  C*UELT5?, 

Wirorfliip.  If  the  exiftence  of  O  N  E,  eternal.- 
ipvifible^  almighty  bejng,  of  infinite  good-r 
nefs.  creator  of  the  univerle,  was  known  to 
our  general  parent  Vit  is  highly  probable  that 
jdmofl:  his  whole'  pofterity  foon  loft,  in  a 
l^reat  degree  at  leaft,  this  knowledge,  and 
indeed  ^11  rational  fentiments  of  the  Deity : 
for,  according  to  the  moft  ancient  accounts 
we  hayc  in  hiftory,  nqicn  began  in  the  very 
^rly  ages  of  the  world  to  worfhip  a  multi- 
tude of  ftrange  gods  indeed :  and  furely  no- 
thing could  be  more  unreafonable  and  ridi- 
pjilQijs  than  their  conceptions  relating  to 
them;  fo  unreafonable  and  ridiculous,  that 
had  we  not  undoubted  proofs  of  it,  we  (hould 
hardly  believe  that  the  reafon  and  under- 
'ftanding  of  man,  if  at  firft  in  any  degree  of 
perfection,  could  ever  beconoie  (b  depraved, 
or  fink  fo  low.  And  as  tpeqs  notions  on  this 
fubjed:  were  thus  abfurd,  they  were  likewife 
in  many  refpeds  very  Various :  ^  and  this  is 
pot  to  be  wondered  at ;  for  tho'  truth  is  air 

i.<  >■  »  .....'4..  J  l..  I. 

ways 

}  Agr^ci^Iy  to  what  we  are  taught,  and  to  the  opinion 
commonly  received,  all  the  jgenerations  of  men  are  here 
iuppofed  to  have  originally  proceeded  from  one  man  and 
woman :  but  this,  heverthelefs,  feems  in  the  bi^eft  de- 
gree improbable  for  many  feafons,  and  particularly  be* 
^aufe  white  men  and  black  could  not  proceed  from  the 
£une  parents.  However,  whether  one  pair  or  morp 
were  at  firft  created,  mak^is  litUc  ^  P9  diffcrcoCQ  lA  ths 
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ways  one  and  the  fame,  error  is  jcfaangeable 
and  unbounded. 

But  whatever  different  opinions  men  ia 
other  refpedts,  when  they  departed  from  the 
truth,  entertained  concerning  their  gods,  they 
|>retty  generally  agreed  in  afcribing  to  them 
the  fame  tempers,  difpofitions,  and  paffiofis 
they  experienced  in  themfelves,  and  many 
times  their  bodily  likene£[ps  alfo ''.  For  what 
has  been  more  common  in  mofl  nations,  and 
with  people  of  mofl  religions,  than  to  repre* 
fent  their  deities  in  a  human  fhape  ? 

Even  among  chriftians there  was  formerly 
j9  feA,  particularly  the  monks  of  Egypt y  who 
{urofefTed  them£elye$  anthropomorphites,  (or 
fu^ch  who  attributed  jto  God  the  figure  of  a 
man)  and  thereupon  held  that  man  was  ere* 
!ated  after  the  im^ge  of  pod*  And  fo  violent 
jvjere  thefe  monks  for  this  opinion,  that  they 
5vere  about  to  have  l^illed  Tbeopbilus  their 
)3ifhop^  as  an  impious  perfon,  for  preaching 

and 

'  The  Lacedamonians^  who  were  one  pf  the  moft]war- 
pce  people  that  ever  appeared  in  the  world,  conftantly 
reprefented  all  their  gods,  and  even  their  goddeiles  alfo, 
in  armour.  "  Mr.  Peter  KoWertj  in  his  Prefent  State  of  the 
Cape  of  Geed-Hope^  informs  us,  that  fome  of  the  Hotten- 
Ms  J  who  are  the  filthieft  of  all  human  creatures,  con- 
ftantly befmearing  their  bodies  and  apparel  (a  (kin  of 
feme  beaft  over  their  fhoulders)  with  greafe  and  loot 
mixed,  infift  upon  it,,  that  the  fupreme  God  is  in  colour, 
ihape.  and  iipparel,  like  the  fiaeft  am^on^  thtt^lst^^ 


^9  O/*'€E0BLTY, 

aad  vmting  againft  it :  but  he  artfully  mollis 
fied  their  fury  by  faying  to  them»  *•  When 
f^  I£oc  you,  I  think  I  behold  the  face  g( 
^^GodV  Both  TerttdHan  vind  E^pbanim^ 
thofe  grand  champions  agwifl  herefies,  and 
)who  lived  in  the  early  days  of  diriftianity; 
bave  been  charged  with  this  grofs  error. 
And  indeed,  what  is  more  common  at  this 
iday  aoeiong  many  of  thofe  called  chriftians, 
than  to  fee  the  almighty,  allwife,  incompre- 
heniible,  invifible  Creator  of  the  univerfe,  re- 
prefented  under  the  form  of  a  weak  fooliih 
man*? 

I T  is  evident,  that  when  mtoft  men  form 
ideas  of  their  gods,  and  of  the  One  God  alfo, 
they  take  themfclvcs  for  the  originals ;  they 
draw  their  own  features  enlarged  and  height 
•tened :  in  their  conceptions  gods  are  but  gi- 
gantic or  coloffcan  men,  and  men  are  dimi^ 
nutive  or  pigmy  gods.  And  perhaps,  if  other 
animals  and  reptiles,  .-and  even  infedls,  were 
capable  of  forming  ideas  of  gods,  they  would 
alfo  imagine  they  were  like  themfelves ;  they 

would 

^  Sozmen^  tranfiated  into  French  by  M.  Caufin^  di.  x;^. 

-P-  472. 

7  Pi&ures  of  God  .the  Father  in  the  lik^nefs  of  an  old 
9iaxi\are  very  cpn^non^  efpecially  hi  Rm^n  Catholic 
countries :  the  author  of  thefe  Eflays  iias  feen,  at  jLyons  ki 

^J^r-an^jfxKh  a  pidure,  with  ahatcocl^  up^gccardifig^tQ 

.the  preient  fa&ion,  gn  l)ii:e^  tides,  {npbahljr ^  reprefiu)^ 

fAc  Trinity,  , 


\ 
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Urould  lorm  the  images  of  elephantine  and 
pifmire*ltke/  (heepifh  and  lion-*like  gods. 

T  H  IS  althoft  genfcral-  propcnfity  in  men, 
pf  attributing  to  their*  deities  the  fame  temr* 
pers,  difpofftions^:  and  pAffions  they  experi- 
ence in  themfelv*es/  accounts  clearly  for  the 
common  opinion  they  have  entertained  of  the 
jcruelty  of* their  gods;  and  this  opinion,  fo 
received,  is  alfo  a  ftrong  and  evident  propjF 
pf  the  cmelty  of  mens  hearts. 
•  M  Etf  experiencing,  by  and  among  them* 
fdves,  how  clofely  power  is  generally  conr 
ne£ted  with  tyranny  and  cruelty,  (inftances  of 
which  continually  occur  from  the  behaviour 
of  the  mafter  to  his  fejpvants  ^,  the  pedagogue 

to 

y  Tn  former  tinges  Avhen,  and  in  heathen  countries 
fHiere,  fervants  for  the  moft  part*  were  flaves,  thfeylVave 
\Kca  generally   treated  witl>  extreme  barbarity.     The 
reverend  Dr.  Jortin^  m  his  excellent  Difccurfis  cmark-f 
iiig-  the  Chrijhan  SxligioHy  fays,  that  chriflianity  hath  in 
'  Ro'ifiiaU  meafure  removed  maiiy  enormities  pradifed  by 
pagans,  and  among^others  this  vile  treatment  of  fervants* 
It  would  )iave  been  very  happy,   and  redounded  grtatly 
to  the  honour  of  chrilKanity,   if  this  religion  hai  Aill 
more  efl^duaJly  paired  all  the  evils  he  mentions,  and  this 
evil  parttcularly.     In  European  cogntries,  where  fervanti 
are  not  flaves,   but  can  quit  their  fervices  in  a  manlier 
when  thefr  pleaie,  and  are  under  the  proteftidn  of  'the 
)aw!S,  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  mafters  to  ufe  them  Witk 
fo  much  cruelty  as  it  may  ht  juftly  feared  many  ^wotfid. 
ocherwifedo^  tut  in  the  American  plantations  tod  many 
pf  our  VHivff-^'^wiai  I  Tpcijs  it  vrith  g:<^V<:^]^^'c'^> 


to  his  pupilsy  and  the  abfolute  monarch  td 
his  flaves)  aad  having  afcribed  to  their  godi 
unlimited  pow/sr,  they  have  attributed  to 
th^m  alfo  tx)undlefs  granny  and  cruelty. 

That  far  th(s  greater  part  of  mankind, 
of  all  ages,  nations,  and  religions^  have 
formed  thefe  opinions  of  the  cruelty  of  the 
4?ities  or  dfsity  thpy  wor(hipped»  is  evident 
from  numberlefs  inftances. 

Pagans  have  generally  fuppofed  that 
their  gods  frequently  punj(hed  them  vrith 
the  mofl:  grievous  calamities,  as  famine,  pe* 
fjtilence,  &c.  and  this  many  times  only  for 
omitting  fofm  jn^gnigcant,  ridiculous  cere-r 
mony  in  their  virorihip,  or  not  giving  credf( 
fo  fome  improbable  idle  tale  told  them  by 
their  foothfayers  or  prie{]ts,  or  on  fuch-like 
frivolous  accounts:  and  as  they  imagined  that 

their 

life  their  flaves  with  fuch  horrid  barbarity,  as  could  not  be 
exceeded  by  any  heathens.  The  worthy  and  learned 
author  above-mentioned  has,  in  a  note,  given  us  an  in*^ 
fbnce  how  Sinica  (a  heathen)  hath  pleaded  the  caufe  of 
fervants :  this  plea  is  fo  jtift,  fo  reafonable  and  humane, 
that  I  cannot  but  tranfcribc  it :  Servifunt?  imo  homines. 
Senri  funt?  imo  contubernaUs.  Servi  funt?  into  bumiles 
^mici.  Servifunt?  into  confervi^  Ji  cQgitaviris  taniundcm 
in  utrofque  Uare  fortume^  &c.  p.  148.  ex  epift.  Sen.  47. 

We  mud  neverthelefs  acknowledge,  that  too  few  fer^ 
vantsare  To  faithful,  diligent,  and  affedionate,  as  to  be 
juftly  efteemed  humble  friends :  however,  it  is  certainf  their 
luperiors  ought  always  to  confider  them  as  of  the  fame 
j^cJes  with  ^eo^elves,  and  bet^ave  to  them  with  hu^ 


^md  of  War*  93 

their  deities  were  thus  angry  and  cruel  up^ 
on  very  flight  provocations,  fo  they  fame- 
times  believed  as  flight  atonements  would 
appeafe  them :  a  fong  and  a  dance,  a  fefl:i« 
val  or  a  ftage-play,  were  frequently  made 
ufe  of  for  that  purpofe  *.  And  among  the 
Romans  particularly,  when  they  were  afflidled 
with  the  plague,  to  atone  for  their  fins,  and 
deprecate  the  anger  of  their  gods,  it  was  ufual 
for  them  to  chufe  a  didator  on  purpofe  to 
drive  a  nail  in  the  temple  of  Jupiter :  and 
when  the  magiflrate  had  performed  this  fb* 
lemn  feat,  he  immediately  kid  down  his 
office. 

That  pagans,  who  frequently  deified 
their  fellow-creatures,  particularly  their  moft 
tyrannical  and  barbarous  princes,  and  adored 
gods  who  were  patrons  of  their  vices  as  well 
as  of  their  virtues,  fhould  believe  their  deities 
thus  cruel,  is  not  greatly  to  be  wondered  at : 
but  that  people  profeillng  to  worihip  One 
God  of  infinite  goodnefs,  fliould  entertain 
the  fame  ientiments  concerning  him^  is  both 
highly  abfurd  and  aftonifliing 

Notwithstanding  whichjt  it  is  no- 
torious that  the  generality  of  J^s^  CbriJHans^ 

and 

'  The  readier  will  probably  think,  that  in  thefe  kinds  of 
atonements,  as  well  as  numbers  of  other  reli^us  per* 
fennances,  pagans  have  been  very  nearly  copied  by 
finny  chiiftlaQS* 


P4  ^C»vtL*ir^ 

.and  TUbbdfkmedans^  who  all  pretend  at  !ca» 
to  bdlicvc.in  this  One  God,  do  rcprcfent 
him  .ftill  more  cruel  thsn  the  heathens  did 
tbcif  gpds. 

T-Hf:'  Jews  were  taught  to  believe,  and 

inany  ehriftians  are  wife  enough  to  entertain 

and  propagate  the  iam&  opinion;  that  the  Lord 

Gqd^  merciful  and  grmgusi  long-fufferingi  and 

abundant  in  goodnefi  and  truths  keeping  mercy 

fir^tboufands^  forgiving  iniquity  and  iranfi 

grejpon  and  Jiny  --^-^iM  by  no  fneam  dear  the 

guilty  y  ]but  vijit  the  Inipity  of  the  fathers  upon 

the  children^  and  t^H  the  childrens  cbiUreni 

unto  the  third  and  to  the  fourth  generation  \ 

•    There  are  alfo  many  other  inO^nces  iii 

the  Old  Teflamentof  the  Jews  believing  that 

God  puniihed  the  innocent  for  the  .^riniea 

of  the  guilty  tone  cniore  example  of  thi9  kind^ 

and  a  flagrant  one  it  is,  may  fuffice. 

.    In  the  book  of  Chronicles  ^  chapter  the  xxift,* 

jit  h  written,  that  king  David  ordered  Ifrael 

to  be  numbered.     This  Was  prpb^ibly  from 

a  motive  of  pride:  however,  it  do^s  not  feem 

to  be  a  fin  of  the  deepqft  dye,  nor  to  be  comr 

pared,  for  the  heiooi^i^fs  of  it,  with  many 

ether  crimes  committed  by  this  man  after 

^        God's 

*  Exodus  xxxiv.  6  &  7.  The  generality  of  chrr- 
Iftiahs  have  indeed  carried  this  opiition  much  farther  than 
to  the  third  and  fourth  generation  :  they  have  extended 
tt  fibm  tbe  $rft  man  to  the  laft ;  for  all  Jdam^B  pofterttjf 
are,  it  items,  to  be  puniflied  for  his  futii-  • 

s 
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C(kfs  own  heart  ;*  neverthdefs  God,  we  ,ara 
told,  "  was  fo  difpleafed  with  this  thing, 
« -that  he  therefore  Ihnote  Jffrasl  with  a  pdfti- 
**  knee,  and  deftroyed  feventy  thoafend 
•*  men/'  Now  it  is  certain^  if  this  number^ 
ing  the. yraelites  was  a  crime,  David  was 
guiitj  of  it,  and  not  the  people.  David  hinfi- 
SAf  was  fo  fenfible  of  this,  that  he  thus  ex** 
poiiulated  with  God :  Is  it  not  I  that  eom^ 
minded  the  people  to  be  numbered?  eVen  I.itii 
that  have  Jinnedy  &c.  but  as  for  thefe  Jheep^^ 
nvbat  have  they  done?  It  is  indeed  evident 
that  the  people  could  no  more  prevent  their 
bdng  numbered  than  a  flock  of  iheep  could^ 
nor  were  guilty  of  a  greater  fin  in  being  fo^ 
However,  after  God  had  on  this  account  de-i 
ftroycd  a  multitude  of  them,  even  feventy 
thoufand  men,  as  we  have  juft  fcen,  he  re^ 
pehtea  him  of  the  evil,  and  faid  to  the  akgel 
that  deftroyed^  It  is  enough ^  Ji ay  now  thine 
band  ^       : 

Such  were  the  opinions  which  pagans 
and  Jews  entertained  concerning  the  cruelty 
of  the  deities  or  deity  they  worfhipped,  id 
thus  inflidting  temporal, punishments  on  them 
in  this'  world :  but  the  greateft  of  temporal 
puriifhments  are  only  light  affi^ipns,  if  conv- 
pared  witl)  everlafting  torinents,  which  the 
^generality  of  jjien,  who  believf  ^  ratur&  uat^« 

^  Chronicles  xxi.  15*   * .    -  ••  '     .  ^     -  4 
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&y,  God  hath  in  the  othef  wc»*ld  appointed 
for  finners. 

Eternal  miserV  is,  in  particular,  by 
&r  the  greater  part  of  chrifiians  believed,  to 
be  not  only  the  portion  of  fuch  who  are 
guilty  of  wilful  and  capital  crimes,  but  of 
thofe  whofe  faults  or  frailties  are,  all  eircum*- 
ftances  conHdered,  morally  impoflible  to^  be 
avoided  by  them.  And  thus  alfo,  according 
to  opinions  commonly  rieceived,  are  perfons 
to  be  puniflied  for  the  omiffidn  of  certain  ce« 
remonies,  which  cannot  purify  the  heart  or 
confcience  >  even  tho'  the  omifiion  happened 
in  no  degree  by  their  own  fault,  but  merely 
from  that  of  others :  this  is  fuppofed  to  be 
the  cafe  of  children  who  die  unb^ptized,  and 
perfons  to  whom  the  pried  fhall  refufe  or 
neglect  to  adminifler  the  facrament  \ 

Damnation  is  likewife  faid  to  be  al* 
lotted  to  all  who  do  not  believe  and  worfhip, 
or  have  not  believed  and  worshipped  aright. 
Thus  as  it  appears  that  the  belief  and  worihip 
of  One  God  was  for  many  ages  almoft  totally 
confined  to  an  obfcure,  vile,  wicked  people, 
as  their  own  hiftorians  and  prophets  defcribc 
them,  inhabiting  a  fmall  country,  and  having 

very 

^  As  R$mijb  prtefts  have  very  induftrioufly  propagated 
diis  notion,  what  baii>arous  wretches  are  they  to  refufe 
ihe  facrament,  on  frivolous  pretences,  to  the  poor  peopl^ 
who  are  taught,  and  do  really  believe,  that  their  (alva'* 
lion  depends  upon  receiving  it !  ^ 
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very  little  intercourfe  or  commerce  with  other 
nations ;  all  the  reft  of  mankind,  who  knew 
not  God,  and  therefore  could  not  believe  in 
or  worfhip  him  aright,  muft,  according  to 
this  opinion,  be  eternally  miferable:  and, 
among  the  reft,  this  we  are  to  fuppofe  is  the 
fate  of  Arijiides^  Phocion^  Timoleon^  Epami^ 
nondas^  Socrates^  Cato^  and  all  the  moft  ex- 
cellent gentiles.  And  fince  the  time  of  Cbrtfi, 
this,  it  feems,  is  to  be  the  doom  likewife  of  all 
the  world  who  have  not  believed  or  do  not 
believe  in  him,  tho'  multitudes  have  never 
heard  of  his  name,  nor  very  probably  ever 
will  hear  of  it;  and  not  of  thofe  only  who 
are  without  feith  in  the  true  God  and  in  Jefus 
Cbrtji^  but  of  all  who,  tho'  they  have  this 
feith,  yet  do  not  worship  after  the  manner  of 
one  particular  church  or  fe6t,  or  receive  the 
doftrines  profefled  and  taught  by  it:  this 
Roman  Catholicks  aflert,  and  too  many  Pro- 
teftants  incline  to  the  fame  opinion.  And 
thus,  if  you  will  give  credit  to  Mohamme-^ 
dam,  God  deals  with  all  men  who  do  not 
own  their  prophet,  and  acknowledge  his 
dodtrine  and  Koran  to  come  from  heaven. 

"Verily,"  faith  this  pretended  holy 
book,  "  thofe  who  difbelieve  our  figns,  we 
"  will  furely  caft.to  be  broiled  in  hell-fire: 
"  ib  often  as  their  fkins  fhall  be  well  burned, 
^J  wc  ^yill  give  them  other  fkins  in  exchange, 

H  ^^\W\ 
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thiat  they  may  ta(te  the  (harper  torment ; 
for  God  is  mighty  and  wife  %"    Again, 
**  The  Y  who  believe  not,  ihall  have  gar-fc 
*'  ments  of  fire  fitted  unto  them :  boiling 
^^  water  (hall  be  poured  on  their  heads;  their 
*^  bowels  (hall  be  diflblved  thereby,  and  alfb 
*^  their  (kins  >  and  they  (hall  be  beaten  with 
maces  of  iron.     So  often  as  they  (hall  en- 
deavour to  get  out  of  hell,  becaufe  of  the 
anguifh  of  their  torments,  they  (hall  be 
"  dragged  back  into  the  fame,  and  their  tor- 
mentors (hall  fay  unto  them,  Tafte  ye  the 
pain  of  burning  V* 

In  a  word,  many  chriftians,  particuliurly, 
have  believed  and  taught,  that  God  hath 
doomed  much  the  greater  ^rt  of  mankind, 
even  millions  of  milliohS  of  his  own  crea- 
tures, "  to  a  place  where  every  part  and  fk- 
"  culty,  both  of  body  ahd  foul,  (hall  be  con- 
"  tinually  and  alike  torrtietattd,  without  in- 
*'  termiffion  or  difmiflBon  of  pain,  or  eafe 
from  it.  There  thou  (the  (inner)  (halt 
lye  in  a  perpetual  prifon  of  utter  darknefs, 
"  where  (ball  be  no  order  but  horror ;  no 
voice  but  howling  and  blafpheming;  no 
noife  but  fcreeching  and  gnafl^mg  of  teeth ^ 
^*  no  fociety  but  the  devil  aSnd  his  angels ; 
"  whoi  being  tormented  theffifelves,  ih'all 

**  halve 

«  The  Koran  tranflateii  hj  Mr.  ZOt^  p.  68.     ^  Hid. 
p.  27s. 
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"  have  lio  other  eafe  but  to  wreak  their  fury 
"  in  tormenting  thee,  Mattxiiu  42.  and  xxv. 
"  36,  S?r.  Where  fliall  be  punifhment  with- 
"  out  any  pity,  mifery  without  any  mercy, 
**  forrow  without  fuccour,  crying  without 
"  comfort,  malice  without  meafure,  torment 
"  without  eafe,  Rev.  xiv.  10,  11.  Where 
"  the  wrath  of  God  fhall  feize  upon  thy  foul 
"  and  body,  as  the  flame  of  fire  does  on  the 
"  lump  of  pitch  or  brimftone,  Dan.  vii.  lo* 
"  In  which  flame  thou  (halt  ever  be  burn- 
**  ing,  and  never  confumed  5  ever  dying,  and 
"  never  dead  j  ever  roaring  in  the  pangs  of 
"  death,  and  never  rid  of  thofe  pangs,  nor 
"  expedling  ends  of  thy  pains.  So  that,  af- 
"  ter  thou  haft  endured  them  fo  manv  thou- 
"  fand  years  as  there  are  blades  of  grafs  on 
"  the  earth,  or  fands  in  the  fea,  hairs  on  the 
"  heads  of  all  the  fbns  of  Adam^  from  the 
"  firft  to  the  laft  born,  as  there  have  been 
^  creatures  in  heaven  or  earth,  thou  fhalt  be 
**  no  nearer  an  end  of  thy  torments,  than 
"  thou  wafi:  the  very  firft  day  that  thou  wafl: 
'*  caft  into  them ;  yea,  fo  far  are  they  from 
"ending,  that  they  are  ever  beginning:  for 
"  if,  after  fo  many  thoufand  times  fo  many 
"  thoufand  years,  thy  damned  foul  could  but 
"  conoeive  fome  hope;,  that  thefe  torments 
■«<  Ibould  have  aaiead;  this  would  be  feme 
**  comfort j  to  "tfiitA:  ibat  at  length  an  end 
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^<  will  come :  but  as  often  as  thy  mind  fhall 
"  think  on  this  word  never^  (and  thou  (halt 
"  ever  be  thinking  of  it)  it  will  rend  thy 
*'  heart  in  pieces  with  rage  and  hideous  la- 
"  mentation  ;  as  giving  ftill  new  life  to  thy 
**  unfufierable  forrows,  which  exceed  all  ex- 
"  predion  ot  imagination.  It  will  be  an- 
«  other  hell  in  the  midft  of  hell  ^" 

What  an  aftoniftiing,  what  a  fhocking, 
terrible,  and  diabolical  account  is  here  given 
of  our  Creator's  dealings  with  his  creatures ! 

I  CANNOT  difmifs  this  fubjed  of  God's 
thus  condemning  men  to  everlasting 
TORMENTS,  without  expoftulating  with 
thofe  who  may  be  fo  unhappy  as  to  believe, 
and  with  fuch  who,  tho*  they  do  not  be- 
lieve, are  neverthelefs  fo  weak  or  fo  wicked 
as  to  teach  and  propagate  this  blafphemous 
doftrine,  this  doctrine  of  devils  indeed. 

Pray,  what  are  the  falutary  andjuftifi- 
able  ends  of  all  punifliments  ?  Are  they  not, 
fir  ft,  to  reclaim  offenders,  which  is  certainly 
the  mofl:  defirable  end ;  fecondly,  to  deter 
men  from  committing  the  like  crimes  they 

fee 

B  A  ferlous  and  pathetical  defcription  of  heaven  and 
hell,  according  to  the  pencil  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  the 
beft  expoficors,  &f.  taken  out  of  a  book  intitled  The 
whole  duty  of  a  chriftian.  London,  printed  at  the  charge 
of  CArj/f  s  Hofpital,  1723,  p.  12,  13.  — iVT.  ^.  AH 
the  references  to  Scripture  are  my  author's,  who  is  there- 
fore aofwerable  for  their  being  to  his  purpofe. 
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fee  others  fufFer  for;  or,  thirdly,  to  remove 
or  cut  off  from  fociety  fuch  criminals  who 
have  rendered  themfelves  dangerous  mem- 
bers of  it?  Thefe  are  the  natural,  uncor* 
rupted  notions  that  men  muft  entertain  coa- 
cerning  punifhments,  and  the  reafonable  ends 
for  which  they  are  inflided.     But  which  of 
thefe  ends  can  be  anfwered  by  everlasting 
punifliments,  or  what  other  good  purpofe 
will  they  ferve,  in  a  place,  and  at  a  time,  (if 
I  may  fo  fay)  where  and  when,  according  to 
thefe  people*s    opinions,   firfl,  no  offender 
can  be  reclaimed,  or  if  he  could,  it  would 
anfwer  no  purpofe  to  him ;  for,  reclaimed  or 
not,  he  muft  be  for  ever  tormented:   fe- 
condly,  where  there  can  be  no  occafion   to 
deter  others  from  offending ;  for  every  one's 
behaviour,  as  well  as  his  fate,  will  be  invari- 
able and  fixed :  and,  laftly,  where  it  is  im- 
pofCble  that  any  criminal  can  be  dangerous  to 
fociety  ? 

Do  men  reprefent  God  as  a  being  of  infi- 
nite mercy  and  goodnefs,  or  even  of  com- 
mon juftice,  when  they  believe  or  teach,  that 
he  punifhes  his  creatures  in  this  manner?  Do 
they  not  rather,  and  indeed,  reprefent  him  as 
an  evil  daemon,  an  unjuft  being  of  infinite  . 
cruelty  ?  To  create  man,  merely  by  an  aft  of 
his  will,  and  then  fentence  the  works  of  his 
hands  to  eternal  mifery  \  and  this  many  times^ 
2  H  3  ^t\W^:^ 
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perhaps  always,  for  events  not  depending  on 
themfelves. 

Is  there  a  man,  even  a  vile  man,  fo  more 

than  brutally  cruel,  who,  if  it  were  in  his 

power,  would  on  any  account  coolly  and  de-r 

liberatcly  doom  his  own  children,  or  any  one 

of  his  fellow-creatures,  even  his  worft  enemy, 

to  ETERNAL  TORMENTS?  Nay,  is  there  a 

man  fo  void  of  compaffion,  who,  if  ablc^ 

would  not  prevent  any  being  from  fuffering 

fuch  boundlefs,  inconceivable  mifery  ?  And 

as  to  a  good  man,  he  would  be  fo  ^  fronx 

ading  by  any  creatures  in.  this  manner,  that 

he  would  confer  and  difFufe  happinefs  to  the 

utraoft  of  his  ability,  and  wiih  he  were  able 

to  make  the  whole  creation  happy. 

Tho'  thefe  abfurd  and  unworthy  notions 
of  the  Deity  are  originally  derived  in  many 
perfons  from  the  implacable  difpofitions  they 
£nd  in  themfelves,  as  before  mentioned,  yet 
others  receive  them  by  different  means ;  they 
are  taught  thefe  opinions;  and  if  their  own 
tempers  are  cruel,  they  the  more  readily  imr 
bibe  them. 

But  men  (hould  confider,  that  by  teach* 
ing  this  dodrine  of  everlafting  punifliments, 
they  are  fo  far  from  ferving  the  caufe  of  re- 
ligion, that  they  take  the  moft  likely  method, 
on  one  hand,  to  occafion  and  eftablifti  athe- 
iim,  and  thereby  deilroy  all  religion  5  and  on 

th« 
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the  other,  to  drive  many  innocent,  honefl^ 
poor  creatures  into  defpair,  and  the  moft  de- 
plorable kind  of  diftradion ;  and  that  this 
hath  been  often  the  cafe,  there  are  too  many 
melancholy  proofs. 


SECTION    IL 

AS  it  is  reafonable  to  think,  and  I  fup- 
pofe  will  be  readily  granted,  that  men 
generally  form  their  religion^  and  believe 
they  ought  to  form  their  conduct,  agreeably 
to  the  ideas  they  conceive  of  God,  it  is 
highly  neceflary  for  them,  on  that  and  many 
other  accounts,  to  be  exceedingly  careful 
what  opinions  they  entertain  or  teach  con- 
cerning the  Deity.  The  pious  author  of  the 
Wbqle  duty  of  man  has  wrote  a  chapter  "  oij 
^*  the  mifchiefs  arifing  from  miftakes  con- 
**  cerning  God."  Great  mifchiefs  indeed 
arifc  from  them, 

If  men  believe  God  to  be  partial,  unjuft, 
wrathful,  revengeful,  tyrannical,  and  cruel  j 
then  to  be  god-like,  which  they  are  fre* 
quently  advifed  and  urged  to  afpire  to,  they 
muft  alfo  be  partial,  unjuft,  wrathful,  re- 
veog^ful,  tyrannical,  and  cruel.  It  is  cer- 
tainly true,  that  men  ftand  in  no  need  of  this 
imaginary  example  or  incentive  to  be  wicked: 

H  4  Vox 
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but  furcly,  if  fuch  opinions  concerning  the 
Deity  prevail,  they  muft  greatly  tend  to  in- 
crcafe  vice  and  wickcdnefs  in  the  world. 

T  o  pretend  that  any  particular  perfons,  or 
the  people  of  any  one  nation,  are,  or  ever 
.  were  chofen  by  God  as  his  peculiar  favourites, 
in  the  capricious  manner  that  men  too  com- 
monly chufe  their  favourites,  is  to  afcribe 
folly  and  partiality  to  the  Deity.  If  thefe 
fuppofed  favourites  fhould  be  fome  of  the 
worft  and  vilefl:  of  mankind,  and  it  fhould 
neverthelcfs  be  afferted,  that  God  for  their 
fakes  plagued  and  deftroyed  other  nations, 
this  would  not  only  be  to  afcribe  folly  and 
partiality  to  him,  but  injuftice  and  cruelty  alfo. 

What  ideas  does  it  raife  of  the  Deity,  to 
denominate  a  king  who  was  unjuft,  ungrate- 
ful, an  adultererer,  cruel,  a  tyrant  and  a  mur- 
derer %  a  man  after  God's  own  heart  ?  If  in- 
deed 

^  By  the  accounts  givien  of  David  in  the  Scriptures, 
there  are  ample  proofs  that  all  here  faid  of  him  is  true. 
As  to  his  cruelty  in  particular,  befide  the  cofcipHcated 
crimes  of  adultery  and  murder  in  the  cafe  of  Uriah  and 
his  wife,  the  barbarity  of  which  is  fo  beautifully  and  em- 
phatically reprefented  hy  Nathan  in  the  parable  of  the  ewe- 
lamb  :  befide  thefe  and  many  other  vile  actions, — when 
he  had  taken  the  city  of  Rabbahj  "  he  brought  forth  the 
**  people  that  were  therein,  and  put  them  under  faws, 
**  and  under  harrows  of  iron,  and  under  axes  of  iron, 
"  and  made  them  pafs  through  the  brick-kiln :  and  thus 
"  did  he  unto  all  the  cities  of  the  children  of  Ammon:* 
2  Samuel^.  31, 
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deed  the  word  Prieft,  or  Priefts,  in  this  and 
divers  other  places  in  a  certain  book^  was  to 
be  fubftituted  in  the  room  of  the  word  God, 
it  might  tend  greatly  to  elucidate  that  and 
many  other  obfcure  paffages,  and  would  cer-* 
tainly  render  them  much  more  intelligible  *. 

For 

**  The  yewljh  rabbles,  far  from  endeavouring  to  exte- 
**  nuate  the  cruelty  afcribed  to  David^  do  not  fcruple  to 
*'  aflirm,  that  the  execution  of  the  Ammonites  was  pcr- 
**  formed  with  the  utmoft  barbarity.  Some  of  them,  fay 
**  they,  were  fawed ;  others,  and  even  the  women  (efpc- 
**  cially  thofe  who  were  with  child)  were  put  under  har- 
'^  rows  of  iron,  or  threihing  carts,  and  fo  crufhed  to 
"  death ;  others  were  cut  into  pieces  with  iron  axes  ; 
^'  others  were  burnt  alive  in  brick-kilns.  Tho*  the  "Jewijh 
*'  doctors  acknowledge  that  it  was  a  very  barbarous  ac- 
*'  tion,  yet  they  undertake  to  juftify  David.  This  cru- 
'^  elty,  fay  they,  was  neceflary  to  ftrike  a  terror  among 
*'  the  neighbouring  nations,  that  none  of  them  for  the  fu* 
"  ture  fhould  defpife  the  Ifraelites^  but  rather  pay  a  due 
'*  refpeft  to  the  people  whom  the  Lord  had  chofen.**  ' 
Memoirs  of  Literature,  By  Mr.  La  Roche,  vol*  JJL 
art.  82.  8vo  ed. 

San£iius,  z  chriftian  commentator,  fays,  "  The  jtm^^ 
*'  monitei  were  thrown  into  a  furnace  like  bricks ;  and 
**  that  David  was  not  more  concerned  for  their  torment^ 
*^  than  a  potter  who  puts  bricks  into  a  furnace.  The 
<^  fame  commentator  calls  this  puniihment  a  j^arbarous 
'^  a£lion,  and  fuch  as  no  man  can  be  guilty  of  without 
*^  divcfting  himfelf  of  all  ftnfe  of  humanity,  and  becom- 
**  ing  as  furious  as  a  wild  beaft.*'    Ibid. 

*  Many  examples  of  fliis  kind  might  be  given,  but  the 
following  fmgle  infiance  may  fuffice.    As  David  and  all 
the  houfe  of  Ifrael,  in  a  grand  proceffion,  playing  on  mu*  . 
icsH  inHrtments,  were  accompanying  the  wi^  viVC\Odl 
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For  a  king  or  any  other  man,  however  wicked 

.or  profligate,  rnay,  by  being  a  great  favourer 

of  priefts,  and  a  ftriffc  and  zealous  obferver  of 

the  rites  and  ceremonies  of  their  religion^  be 

.  juftly  called  a  man  after  the  prieft's  own  heartt 

and  be  by  him>  in  a  too  common  acceptation 

of  the  word,  ftyled  very  religious.  But  furely 

to  denominate  fuch  an  one  a  man  after  God's 

own  heart,  or  a  religious  man,  in  a  proper 

fcnfe  of  that  expreffion,  tends  to  convey  very 

diladvantageous  fcntiments  both  of  God  and 

•of  religion. 

'     Nothing  can  be  more  contrary  to  truth, 
derogatory  to  the  honour  of  the  Deity,  or 

prejudicial 

they  had  fet  upon  a  new  cart,  the  oxen  that  drew  it  hap- 

ipening  to  ftumble,  the  ark  fhook,  and  Uxzah  put  forth 
his  hand  and  took  hold  of  it,  no  doubt  to  prevent  damage. 
Now,  for  ought  that  appears  to  us,  this  feems  to  have 
been  an  adion  perfedly  innocent,  if  not  of  fome  finall 
oient  dlfo :  however,  we  arc  tdd  in  the  fecond  of  Stf- 
muelj  chapter  the  vith,   '*  the  anger  of  the  trord  was 

•  •*  kindled  againft  Uzzahj  and  God  fmote  him  there  for 
**  hifi  error,  and  there  he  died  by  the  ark/*  Critics  and 
commentators  will  do  well  to  confider,  if  this  pailage 
fliould  not  be  thus  read :  The  anger  of  the  priests  was 
kmdled  againft  Uzzah^  and  they  fmote  him,  fsTr.  Indeed 
if  we  confider  what  follows,  this  reading  will  ftill  appear 
wore  neceflaiy  j  for  the  next  words  are, —  ^*  And  David 
**  was  difpleafed,  becaufe  the  Lord  had  made  a  breach 

'  *'  upon '  Uzzah/*  that  is,  had  flain  him.  Now  furely 
Davrd  would  not  have  been  fo  impious  to  be  difpleafed 
with  any  thing  the  Lord  had  done  ^  but  he  might  vrdl 

fc  difpka&d  with  this  a£tion,  if  dou^i  \>^  ^w&s% 
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prejudicial  to  true  religion  and  virtue,  and 

f:onfequently  to  the  peace^  good  order,  and 

happin^fs  of  the  world,  than  to  believe  and 

teach,   that  God  commands  men  to  ad:  con-- 

trary  to  thofe  natural,  fundamental,  and  uo- 

erring  rules  of  reafonand  morality,  which  arc 

eilabli(hed  in  every  man's  breaft,  and  all  meii 

acknowledge,  tho'  too  few  pradife,     A  ufo- 

ful  and  mqft  excellent  compendium  of  thefii 

lules,  which  every  one  Ihould  keep  conts^ 

nually  in  his  view,  and  refolve  conflantly  to 

fquare  jail  his  acStions  by,  is,  ^^  To  do  unto 

"  others^  as  he  woiild  that  they  (hould  dp 

f^  unto  him." 

I F  men  can  cheat  themfelves  and  others 
into  a  belief,  that  God  fometimes  difpenics 
with  thefe  rules,  and  commands  what  is  con- 
trary to  them,  this  will  certainly  be  an  inlet 
p  the  jnofl  flagrant  and  wicked  crimes* 

Have  not  multitudes  pretended,  and  un- 
doubtedly many  really  believed,  that  God 
hath  commanded  them  to  wage  the  moi): 
unjuft  and  cruel  wiirs;  to  torment  and  murder 
their  own  fpecies,  fonietime^  even  their  own 
children^  and  to  deftroy  nations  ?  And  (lave 
not  thefe  and  all  manner  of.  barbarities  been 
frequently  committed  under  this  pretended 
fandion,  and  in  the  name  of  the  Lord? 

But  undoubtedly  no  book  or  man,  no 
.  por  an  angel  from  heaven,  tej^ching  that  God 
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is  cruel,  or  commands  men  to  be  fo,  ought 
to  obtain  the  leaft  degree  of  credit. 

Whilst  men  believe  that  all  adls  of  in- 
jufticc,  violence,  and  barbarity,  are  contrary 
to  the  laws  of  God  and  ofFenfive  to  him,  this 
belief  may  be  a  means  to  deter  them  from 
committing  fuch  actions :  but  if  men  once 
entertain  an  opinion,  that  God  not  only  coun- 
tenances, but  commands  thefe  actions,  vsrhat 
injuftice,  violence,  and  inhumanity  may  not 
then  be  expeded  from  them  !  and  more  ef- 
pecially  from  princes  and  nations,  who  arc, 
or  think  they  are,  above  the  reach  of  human 
laws  and  punifhments. 

I T  is  a  very  wejtk  and  falfe  plea  to  alledgc, 
as  is  frequently  done  in  fupport  of  this  opi- 
nion, that  we  do  not  know  what  good  ends 
God  may  have  to  bring  about  in  command- 
ing aftions,  which,  if  not  ordered  by  him, 
would  indeed  be  immoral  and  wicked  :  and 
it  is  as  falfe  to  aver  there  can  be  any  proof 
fufficient  to  demonftrate  that  fuch  anions 
arc  commanded  by  God,  or  to  warrant  the 
performance  of  them. 

A  s  to  the  argument.  We  do  not  know, 
that  can  prove  nothing,  and  may  be  equally 
applied  to  almoft  any  thing :  but  this  belief 
or  pretence  of  God's  commanding  immoral 
and  wicked  aflions  is  contrary  to  all  rational 
fentiments  concerning  the  Deity,  and  there- 
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fore  cannot  poflibly  be  proved,  nor  ought 
ever  to  be  admitted  ^. 

I  s  it  agreeable  to  a  being  of  infinite  know* 
ledge,  wifdom,  juftice,  and  goodnefs,  to  enad: 
the  moft  neceflary  and  falutary  laws  for  his 
creatures,  as  moft  certainly  thofc  of  morality 
are,  and  then  command  the  breach  of  thofc 
laws,  and  confirm  this  command  by  mira- 
cles ?  Suppofe  a  nation  to  be  wicked  and  un- 
godly, (is  there,  or  was  there  ever  one  in  the 
world  otherwife?)  can  we  imagine  almighty 
God  fo  deftitute  of  the  means  of  punifliing,' 
if  he  is  difpofed  to  punifh,  as  to  be  under  a 
neceflity  to  command  another  nation,  for 
that  purpofe,  to  be  moft  fuperlatively  wicked 
and  cruel  ?  even  to  kill  not  only  all  their 
neighbours  oxen  and  fheep,  camels  and  ailes^ 
which  furely  could  not  have  finned ;  but  alfo 
to  flay  both  man  and  woman,  and  infant  and 
fuckling. 

The  truth  is,  that  when  enthufiafts,  fa- 
natics, or  hypocrites,  who  make  high  pro- 
fefl5ons  of  religion,  have  committed,  or  are 
about  to  comq;iit,  fome  barbarous,  execrable 

fad, 

^  ^*  Nothing  ought  to  be  admitted  for  divine  revc- 
**  lation,  that  overthrows  the  certainty  of  thofe  princU 
*'  pies,  which  muft  be  antecedently  fuppofed  to  all 
•'  divine  revelation :  for  that  were  to  overthrow  the 
^^  means  whereby  we  are  to  judge  concerning  the  truth 
**of  any,  divine  revelation."  Biftiop  StiUingfl€if9 
moik^i  vol.  V.  part  it.  p.  33. 
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fed,  or  are  ddiroas  to  perfuade  others  fa  to 
do,  they  then  pretend  a  divine  impulfc  or 
command  for  their  warrant ;  thus  to  rapaci- 
oafnefs  and  cruelty  adding  impiety  and  blaP 
phedfiy. 

If  the  natural  and  ratipnal  rules  and  boun«> 
daries  of  truth,  good  fenfe,  and  morality^ 
which  are  the  laws  of  God,  not  written  on 
tables  of  ftone,  but  deeply  impreffed  on  the 
fiefhly  tables  of  mens  hearts,  are  once  {a 
afide  or  broke  through,  then  will  error,  en«* 
dmiiafm,  and  fknaticifm  like  a  torrent  bear 
down  truth,  and  carry  away  and  deftroy  every 
thing  that  is  facred,  and  moft  valuable  to  ^ 
mankind.  What  opinions,  however  erro- 
neous, extravagant,  or  monitrous,  may  not 
then  be  received  by  or  impofed  upon  men 
M  divine  didates!  Or  what  adlions,  how 
wicked  or  atrocious  foever,  may  not  be  (anc« 
tified  by  the  name  of  religious  dudes,  and 
warranted  under  the  belief  or  pretence  of  be^ 
ing  commanded  by  God  1 

Surely,  as  it  was  the  fa^beft  pitch  o£ 
deceit  and  impudence  in  fome  men  to  pre- 
tend that  God  commanded  them  to  break 
^e  facred  laws  of  nature  and  fociety,  and  to 
^di  the  moft  cruel  and  inhuman  barbarities ; 
S6  nothing  bpt  the  higheft  folly,  infatuation^ 
4»id  enthuiiaftic  madnefs,  could  induce  others 
to  bdieve  ib  grofs  and  vile  an  imposition. 

3  Aod 
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And  to  pretend  that  God  has  wrought  mita>« 
cles  to  confirm  fuch  commands^-^commands 
to  break  his  own  inviolable  and  eternal  laws, 
IS  only  adding  the  vileft  fraud  and  ioipofture 
to  prove  and  fupport  the  moft  notorion 
faUehood^ 


SECTION    III. 

FROM  this  fliort  view  of  the  opinions 
fo  commonly  entertained  amongi):  the 
gfeateft  part  of  mankind,  concerning  the  dei- 
ties or  Deity- worfliippcd  by  them,  we  ftaH 
proceed  to  the  fecond  head  propofed  to  be  ' 
treated  on,  vtz.  The  barbarous  methods  of 
worfliip  fo  frequently  praftifed. 

Agreeable  to  the  opinions  men  enter* 
tain  of  their  pretended  deities,  or  the  Deity, 
fuch,  as  hath  been  already  obferved,  it  is  rea- 
fonable  to  fuppofe  will  ht  their  methods  of 
worship;  and  thus  we  find  it  in  faA :  for  man- 
kind having  too  generally  believed  their  gods, 
or  the  One  God,  to  be  cruel,  divers  parts  of 
their  devotion  have  been  fuited  to  this  belief. 

These  devotional  cruelties  have  been  ex- 
wcifed  by  men  upon  themfelves,  upon  mere 
aYiimals,  cr  tpati  thofe  of  their  own  fpecies. 

.Tb£  terrible  afid  aftoiiifhing  barbarities 
of  this  klnd^  committed  by  mauy  ^^%^ti%^ 
V^QiCcv 
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both  ancient  and  modern,  upon  themfelvcs^ 
are  well  known,  and  fome  of  them  will  un- 
doubtedly on  this  occafion  occur  to  the 
reader :  but  having  on  another  fubjedl  ^  given 
divers  inftances  of  thefe,  I  fhall  here  only 
juft  mention  a  few,  and  proceed  to  take  no- 
tice of  fome  of  the  fame  nature  in  ufe  among 
'chriftians. 

Those  pradifed  by  them  do  not  indeed 
appear  at  firft  fight  fo  horrid  and  (hocking 
as  feveral  in  ufe  among  the  heathens ;  as  the 
plunging  themfelves  alive  into  gulphs ;  ge- 
nerals devoting  themfelves  to  certain  deftruc- 
tion,  by  rufhing  into  the  army  of  the  enemy; 
men  cafling  themfelves  from  high  places  on 
iharp  hooks ;  throwing  themfeves  under  the 
chariot- wheels  of  their  gods  to  be  cruflied  to 
death,  and  the  like:  yet,  ifconfidered  atten- 
tively, they  will  be  found  in  feveral  refpeds 
to  be  more  pernicious  than  the  others,  and 
to  proceed  from  the  fame  fentiments  con- 
cerning the  cruelty  of  the  Deity  they  wor- 
ihip :  for  did  they  not  think  God  cruel,  they 
could  not  fuppofe  he  would  approve,  much 
lefs  command,  or  be  pleafed  with,  their  in- 
fliding  cruelties  upon  themfelves. 

Beside  the  extreme  feverities  exercifed 
by  many  particular  perfons  among  chriftians, 
fuch  as  living  alone  on  defolate  rocks  and 

mountains, 

^Qf/al/eRiUgiony  in  a  foroific  voUm^ 
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mountainSj  denying  themfclves  moff  of  the 
neceflaries,  and  in  a  manner  all  the  conveni- 
encies  of  life,  fading  till  almofl:  dead,  and 
the  like;  what  multitudes  of  both  fexes  (hut 
themfelves  up  in  monafleries  and  nunneries, 
where  they  becofhe  prifoners  for  life !  fome 
indeed  niOre  at  large,  biit  othet^  abfolutely 
confined  5  by  which  means  they  are  in  a  great 
tneafure  fecluded  from  the  pleafures  of  con- 
vcrfktion  and  fociety.  Here  they  ^Ifb  prac- 
tife  many  painfdl  aufieritiei^,  and  for  the  mofl: 
part  brutal  naftinefs  ",  by  wearing  rio  iineri, 
and  contrnumg  the  faihe  habits  as  long  as 
they  will  hang  on  tlVefr  backs,  *tiH  thefe 
wretches  become  naufeous  to  othets,  and  one 
would  think  to  thenlfelves  alfoj  undergo 
many  cruel  punifhments,  particularly  fre- 
quent and  fevere  fcourgings ",  and  make  a 
*  -  I  vow 

"  St,  j/thanafiusy  in  the  life  ofSt.-<^«/A^»y  who  was  the 
great  father  of  the  monaftic  orders,  tells  us,  "  that  Arj- 
•'  thony*s  inner  garment  was  hair-cloth,  hjs  upper  of 
**  leather,  which  was  the  habit  he  wore  till  his  dying 
day;  neither  wajhing  the  dirt  off  his  hody^  no  nor  fo  much 
as  his  feet  ^  unlefs  they  were  wet  by  chance^  when  he  waded 
through  water  on  a  journey.'*  P.  53,  54.  What  kind 
of  a  religiori'muft  that  be  which  teaches  fuch  filthinefs ! 

"*  There  is  among  the  iJ^zw^«  Catholics  a  fe(£t  oran  order 
tailed  FlagellanteSy  who  lafli  themfelves  twice  a  day,  and 
once  in  the  night,  with  knotted  cords  iluck  with  pins, 
and  then  lie  groveling  upon  the  ground  crying  oiit  mercy ! 
inercy !  They  alfo  praftife  thefe  fcourgings  on  their  naked 
backs,  upoA  particoiar  occafions^  tluoug]h  iHcii  ^iixK%  ^% 
iowns  smd  citic$.  •  ' 
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vow  never  to  anfwer  one  great  and  principal 
end  of  their  creation. 

AMONASTtc  life,  and  celibacy  by  con- 
ftraint,  are  certainly  very  prejudicial  to  great 
numbers  of  people^  by  bringing  upon  theofi 
grievous  diftempers  and  afflidions  both  of 
body  and  mind ;  and  extremely  injurious  to 
all  countries  where  they  are  fufFercd,  by  ren- 
dering many  thoufands  of  both  fexes  entirely 
ufelefs^  and  in  fo  great  a  degree  preventing 
the  increafe  of  the  people  ^  nay>  they  are  an 
injury  (o  the  whole  worlds  in  leflening  the 
number  of  the  huoian  fpecies  \  And  what 
is  dill  perhaps  worft  of  all^  they  undoubtedly 
occaiion  the  frequent  murder  of  infants  by 
their  unnatural  and  unhappy  noothcrs,  and 
the  committing  other  crimes  of  ;a  moA,  de- 
teflable  kind. 

We  will  fini{h  this  fubjefl:  with  a  few  in- 
fiances  of  cruelties  exercifed  by  fome  chriftians 
upon  themfelves,  to  pleafc  a  God  of  infinite 
goodnefs. 

CRESS r,  in  his  Church  Hiftory,  tells  us, 
that  St.  Egwin  girded  himfclf  with   iron 

chains, 

•  The  number  of  priefts,  clergy,  and  monaftics  of 
both  fexes  in  France  is  commonly  computed  at  five  hun- 
dred thoufand,  and  the  number  of  people  in  the  whole  at 
twenty  millions ;  of  which  if  we  fuppofe  fix  millions  to 
be  adults,  then  one  twelfth  part  of  thefe  are.  obliged  tq 
celibacy.  And  in /to^,  Spahi^  SLud  Portugal^  it  is  pto* 
bible,  that  the  number  of  thofe  to  whom  marriage  is  for- 
tldden  may  be  f{ill 'proporUonally  gcc^ilex  ^i^ys^Fr^ucfy 
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efafllns,  and  went  in  that  manfidr  oo  a  pilgrim 
^nage  to  Rame '.  » 

jkCEPSEMAS,:vrhom  napcribn  could 
fas  tired  of  praifing,  faith  ^theodorft^  paflcd 
£xty  jrears  in  a. ceil. without  ipeaking  to  or 
jfeeibg  any  perfon  %*  !; 

.^Hfi0jD0i2£T'alfordatcs^  that  AjriK>. 
datus^  2i  monk,  $:Qntrived  a  foet  of  cage  for 
bis  hatutation^  coarfely  formed  o£kttioe^woric^ 
ib.  widic  and  open  a&  to  expofe  him  to  all  the 
VMJ^encies  of  thf  weather^  and  fd  low  that 
it^Qdokl  not  admit  the  full  height  of  his  foody^ 
I^Ut  .obliged  him  jto  ftand  always  in  the  por 
ilur^jpf  ftoopinig.  :  Another  monk  called 
TbahicuSf  of  a  verj^  bulky  {xx,  fvifpended 
biieli^Cin  the  lur  in  a  cage  of  it  different  kind, 
made  So  low^  and  fo  ilrait  alfd,  that  it  left 
him  CK)  more  room  than  to  fit  with  his  head 
perpetually  bent  udown  between  his  knees  i 
in  which  pofture  he  had  fpent  ten  years 
when  ftbeodoret  iirft  faw  hint '. 

Ws  ar^  tojd  by  tiie  fame  author,  that  Si^ 
mem  StyUteSy  a  very  holy  man^  who  wrought 
innumerable  miracles;  giving  health  to  tha 
fide,  children  to  the  barren  j  and  who  con« 
tcfked:  many  thoufands  of  pagans  to  the  chri* 
flUn-religion,  had  accufton^ed  himfelf,  after 
the* 'example  of  Mofes  and  Eiiai^  to  keep  a 

I  1  faft 
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£ift  and  total  abftinence  from  food  for  forty 
entire  days:  and  in  this  ptadice  he  had^ 
when  ^beodoret  wrote,  perfcvered  twenty- 
eight  years,  failing  forty  days  tc^ether  ift 
each  year.  During  the  firft  part  of  which 
days  he  ufed  conftantly  to  ftand ;  and  when, 
trough  want  of  nourifliment,  he  grew  too 
weak  to  endure  that  pofture,  he  then  began 
.to  fits  but  at  the  laft  was  forced  to  lie  down 
half  dead  and  almofl:  fpent.  He  fixed  his 
perpetual  fiation  on  the  top  of  a  pillar,  whole 
circuoiference  was  hardly  of  two  cubits, 
{three  feet)  >  and  after  he  had  fpent  mjiny 
years  in  that  pofition,  like  a  ftatue  upon  its 
pedeftal,  on  feveral  different  pillars,  he 
mounted  one  at  laft  thirty-fix  cubits  (fifty-^ 
four  feet)  high,  and  lived  thirty  years  upon  it*. 
Add  to  thefe  inftances  of  particular  per* 
fons,  what  Tbeodoret  *  relates,  of  the  hermits 
and  monks  of  j5^;r^/  and, other  neighbouring 
countries.  Some  of  them  fed  upon  ftinking 
and  loathfome  meat,  that  they  might  receive 
no  pleafure  ii\  eating.  Others  accuftomed 
themfelves  to  ftand  on  their  feet  all  night  at 
prayer;  to  walk  bare^foot  upon  briars  and 
thorns,  in  remembrance  of  the  pain  that 
Cbriji  fuffered  by  the  nails  that  pierced  his 

hands  and  feet;  and  alfo  to  ftand  whole 

nights 

•  Ibid.  p.  131.         «  In  Marclam  vita  de  Sabirta^  fut 
/^^:  from  a  treattfe  concenuag  poliqr  aad  religion^ 
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nights  with  their  arms  ftretched  out  in  imi« 
tation  of  bis  crucifixioiu 


SECTION    IV. 

FR  O  M  the  confideration  of  religious  or 
devotional  cruelties  which  men  have 
excercifed  upon  themfelves,  we  (hall  pafs  to 
thofe  pradifed  on  other  creatures,  and  on 
their  own  fpecies. 

As  hardly  any  method  of  worfliip  was 
more  early,  or  for  a  long  fpace  of  time  more 
generally  in  ufe,  by  almoft  all  nations,  than 
bloody  facrifices,  fo  none  can  be  a  more  evi*^ 
dent  proof  of  what  has  been  fo  frequently 
and  unavoidably  mentioned  in  this  Eflay^ 
which  is  the  cruelty  of  men's  difpofitions  and 
tempers  5  for  to  that  the  origin  of  fuch  expi- 
atory facrifices  is  undoubtedly  owing.  In^ 
deed,  the  ancient  and  general  ufe  of  them  in 
moft  parts  of  the  world  hath  be^n  thought, 
by  fome  perfons,  a  ftrong  argument  to  prove 
they  were  of  divine  inftitution  :  but  let  thofe, 
who  thus  think,  rem^niber,  that  idolatry  has 
been  more  general  than  facrifices,  and  very 
ancient  alfo  3  yet  no  chriftian  will  fay  this  is 
^ny  reafon  why  idolatry  (hould  be  efteemed 
pf  divine  appointment.  The  truth  is,  that 
pien  being  fo  generally  cruel  and  fu^erfti- 

J  3  UOM%^ 
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tious,  and  prieftis  always  ready  to  take  every 
advantage  of  the  vice«,  the  weaknefles,  and 
the  paffions  of  nxankind,  and  turn  them  to 
fhe  emolument  of  the  facerdotal  order;  thefe, 
and  fuperftition.  being  very  apt  to  appear  in 
the  fame  fhape  in  different  ages  and  nations, 
are  the  real  eaufes  why  facrifices  have  fo  ger 
fierally  prevailed.      Men  ]bemg  thenjfelvcs 
tQo  commonly  vindidiye,  revengeful,  and 
blood-thirfty,  imagined  their  gods  to  be  fq 
like  wife.     But  furely  it  is  difficult,. to  fay, 
whether  the  folly  or  cruelty  of  inftituting 
Yuch    abfurd   and   barbarous  pradices  was 
greater.    Could  there  well  b?  a  greater  folly, 
than  to  believe,  that  cutting  the  throat.of  aii 
innocent  lariib  fhould  atpne  for  the  crimes  of 
wicked  men?  And  is  it  not  great  cruielty 
thus  needleflly  to  fhed  blood  ? 
.    Some  perfons   may  perhaps  aflc,   what 
harm  or'  cruelty  there  was  in  killing  beafts 
for  facrifice,  any  more  than  for  food,  which 
is  the  general  and  daily  practice  throughout 
the  world  ?  To  which  may  be  anfwered  :  If 
the  flefh  of  aninuls  is  abfolutely  neceff^ry  for 
the  fubfiftance  of  man,  that  juay  be  a  reaforj 
why  he  fhould  killfuch  as  he  cannot  dp 
without.;  but  this  will  not  excufe  his  (laugh- 
tering  them  for  fuperftitious  ufes,  which  is 
not  only  unneceflary,  but  for  a  very  bad  pur- 
pofe  alfo.    And  that  the  flaughtering  of  anj* 

2.  m^ii^ 
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mals,  as  an  atonement  for  fin,  was  a  fuperfti- 
tious  cuftom^  evidently  appears  both  from 
firripture  and  rcaibn :  for  whatever  is  per- 
formed as  a  religious  duty,  which  cannot 
poflibly  anfwer  the  end  of  its  performance, 
muft  be  fuperftitious :  but,  ^*  it  i-s  not 
"  possiBLB,"  faith  the  apoftle  Paui"",  and 
fb  faith  common  fenfe  and  reafon,  ^'  that 
"  the  Wood  of  bulls  and  of  goats"  (that  is,  the 
flaughtering  of  any  animals):  ^*  fhoald  take 
**  away  fins.". 

It  is  very  remarkable,  that  although  the 
religion  of  the  Jews  confided  fo  much  i» 
bloody  facrifices,  yet  feveral  of  their  pro- 
phets, as  well  as  the  apoftle  Paul  above 
quoted,  declared  againft  this  cruel  and  pre- 
ppfterous  method  of  worfhip,  and  acknow- 
l)edged  that  God  had  not  commanded  it. 
The  Pfalmlft  thus  appeals  to  God :— •''  Sa- 
^  crifice  and  offering  thou  didft  not  defire : 
cc  m  m  m  *  ^  burnt-offering  and  fin-offering^ 
^*  haft  thou  not  required  ""•"  Jeremiahy  per- 
fonating  God,  tells  the  y<WJ,— **  I  fpakc 
*^  not.  unto  your  fathers,  nor  commanded 
^*  them,  in  the  day  that  I  brought  them  out 
of  the.  land  of  Egypt^  concerning  burnt-- 
offcrin^^  pr  faeries  "/*  Ifaiab  declares, 
f '  that  God  deligbte  hot  in  the  blood  of  bul- 

I  4  "  locks, 

^  «  Peb.  X,  4.      ^  Pfalm  xl.  6.      *  Jjercmiah  viii  22* 


It 
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**  locks,  or  of  lambs,  or  of  goats  y." 
prophet  very  candidly  informs  the  people 
vehat  wor(hip  was  moft  acceptable  to  God  t 
-r-"  Ceafe  to  do  evil,''  fays  he,  **  learn  to  do 
"  well,  feek  judgment,  relieve  the  oppre&d, 
'^  judge  the  fatherlefs,  and  plead  for  the 
*^  widow  */'  Gfood  fenfe  has  taught  the 
fame  to  heathens.  The  heft  and  moft  pure 
worfliip  of  the  gods,  fays  CicerOy  is  to  ferve 
them  with  an  upright,  chafte,  and  uncorrupt 
mind  and  heart.  The  pa(&ge,  at  length,  is 
as  follows :  Cultus  autem  Deorum  eji  optimusy 
i^emque  cajiijftmusy  atque  fanSliJfimm^  plenijji^ 
tmfque  pietatis^  ut  eos  femper  pura^  integral 
incorrupta  et  mente  et  voce  veneremur  *.  And 
agreeable  to  thjs  are  thpfe  fine  lines  of  P^)f;/?«i; 

Cpmpojitum  jus^fafqu?  animi  ^  fan^ofque  recejfu^ 
Mentis^  et  incoBum  generofo  peSius  honejlo ; 
H(ec  cedoy  ut  admoveam  templis^  etfarre  litabo  ^ 

Thus  EngUJhed  by  Mr.  Dryden  : 

AJbul^  where  laws^  both  bumafi  and  divine^ 
InpraSiice  more  than /peculation  Jhine : 
A  genuine  virtue^  of  a  vigorous  iind. 
Pure  in  the  loft  recejjh  of  the  mindt 
When  mthfuch  6ff/ringi  to  the  gods  I  come ^ 
A  cake  thus  giv'n  is  worth  a  hefatt^mb* 

!    .  But 

y  Ifaiah  i.  1 1  •    » Ibid,  i  $,  1 7,    «  De  natura  I)eorufn^ 
lib.  II,         J^Sat.  II.  ■  .   -.     ' 
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Sut  to  proceed  with  refpeft  to  the  barbarity 
of  this  abfurd  contrivance  in  religioni  and  the 
ill  confequeqces  attending  it. 

The  (heddiijg  of  blood  in  fuch  prodigious 
quantities^  and  £q  openly  and  frequently  as 
was  done  at  facrifices,  pufl:  tend  to  make 
men  cruel^  or  increafe  their  natural  inclina* 
tion  to  be  foj  for  nothing  fooner  produces 
thefe  effects  than  a  familiarity  with  blood : 
and  what  deluges  muft  have  been  fpilled, 
when  two  and  twenty  thoufand  oxen,  and 
an  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  fheep,  were 
at  one  time  flaughtered  and  offered  up  %  and 
what  a  fhocking  carnage  muft  this  facfificc 
have  been  ?  But  if  the  frequent  fight  of  fuch 
quantities  of  blood,  as  were  oftentimes  (hed 
pn  thofe  occafions,  was  a  means  to  render 
the  people,  who  were  only  fpedlators,  cruel^ 
as  cannot  well  be  doubted,  what  effeft  muft 
if  have  had  on  the  priefts,  who  were  always 
the  butchers,  the  principal  adtors  in  this  fcenc 
of  flaughter  ? 

How  neceflary  foever  it  may  be  for  fome 
perfons  to  be  employed  in  killing  animals  for 
our  food,  conftant  experience  (hews,  th^t  this 
employment  is  very  apt  to  render  them  more 
cruel  (hah  others  ^     Our  legiflature  bias  been 

fo 

<  %  Kings  viii.  63.  ^  Sir  Thomas  More^  in  his  Utopia^ 
I.  2.  tiniler  the  title  de  commerciis  mutuis^  tells  us,  the 
jlavcs  always  there  kill  the  ca^e  5  no  citizens  bein^  fuf- 
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{o  fenfible  of  this,  that  fuch  are  by  kw  ex- 
empted from  being  of  jaries  in  cafes  of  bloiod. 
And  fo  (hocking  would' this  employment 
doubtlefs  be  to  many,  that  if  they  could  come 
zt  fle(h-meat  by  no  other  means  than  I$:illing^ 
creatures  for  their  food  with  their  own  hands, 
they  would  fooner  become  Pythagoreans  than 
obtain  it  on  fuch  difagreeable  terms.  I  ap- 
peal to  the  compaffionate  reader,  whether, 
when  he  has  chanced  to  fee  the  pretty  inno- 
cent lamb  lick  the  hand  which  at  that  inftant 
plunged  the  murderous  knife  in  its  throat, 
or  the  huge  ox  fall  beneath  the  repeated 
founding  blows  of  the  iron  fledge,  groaning, 
ftruggling,  and  convulfed  in  the  pangs  of 
death,  he  has  not  almoft  wifhed  to  live  with- 
out animal  food.  Now,  if  the  fight  of  one 
or  two  animals  flaughtered  in  this  manner, 
and  for  a  necefiary  purpofe,  has  fo  much  in- 
fluence on  a  compailionate  mind,  how  mufk 
fuch  an  one  be  affeiSed  by  a  carnage  like 
that  above-mentioned,  and  for  a  fuperftitious 
end  only  ? 

But  (hocking  as  this  practice  of  facrificing 
beafts  evidently  appears  to  be,   it  is  not,   by 

much, 

fBred  to  do  it,  becaufe  the  Utopians  think  th^t  pity  and 
compaffion,  which  are  among  the  beft  of  our  natural 
affisdion»,  are  much  impaired  hy  the  butchering  of 
tnimals.  And,  tho'  thefe  Utopians  were  but  an.  imagi- 
nary people,  yet  this  ferves  to  (hew  our  judicious  author's 
pinion  concerning  the  influence  that  a  £uniliarity  with 
blood  has  upon  men. 
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^juch^/the  moft  cruel  method  men  have  ufed 
^  the  worfhip  of  their  gods.  We  find  it 
was  a  very  ancient  cufton*  among  many  na- 
dons,  particularly  the  Canaanites  or  Phceni- 
fianSy  Carthaginians^  Gauls^  Scythians^  and 
&e  polite  Greeks  and  Romans  alfo,  to  facrifice 
their  own  fpecies,  and  fome  of  them  even 
jtbcir  own  children. 

BOCH ART znd  fome  others  affirm,  that 
(he  Canaanites  learned  this  cuflonii  by  imita-- 
tidn  of  Abraham ;  but  biftiop  Cumberland  is 
of  opinion  it  was  previous  to  the  flood,  and 
praftifed  by  the  Canaanites  long  before,   as 
well  as  at  the  time  when  Abraham  refided 
among  them^     Suppofing  this  to  be  true, 
is  the  bifhop  fecms  to  make  it  very  proba- 
ble, why  might  not  Abraham^  inftead  of  be* 
pg  tempted  by  God  to  offer  his  fon^  that  is, 
if  we  judge  merely  by  the  common  rules  of  ^ 
humanity,  to  commit  one  of  the  moft  unna- 
tural, wicked  crimes  that  man  could  perpe- 
trate, be  induced  to  this  aftion  by  the  cuilom 
of  the  people  with  whom  he  dwelled  ?  And 
if  this  was  truly  the  cafe,  then  the  angel  that, 
was  faid  to  have  prevented  the  fadl,  might 
in  reality  have  been  only  a  larger  fharc  of 
tonderftanding  and  humanity  in  Abraham^ 
than  the  Aupid  and  cruel  Canaanites  his 
.     .  neighbouriS: 


^;i 


•  SancbontatWs  Pha^nidan  hiftory,    tr»nftaX&ii .  ItOB^ 
,  ^u/fiius  by  hiOiop  Cumberland y  p.  147  Sc  171^ 
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neighbours  were  pofTeiled  of;  and  whicb^ 
upon  recolledlion,  (hewed  him  that  it  was 
impoffible  God  (houid  command  fo  barba- 
rous a  crime  as  the  murder  of  his  child  \  1 
fhall  not  infift  on  this  interpretation  of  a  paf^ 
fage  which  has  puzzled  fo  many  learned 
divines  to  explain>  and  reconcile  with  all  ra- 
tional opinions  entertained  of  God  and  his 
commands ;  but  proceed  to  obferve,  that  the 
Egyptians  were  fo  tenacious  of  this  horrid 
practice  of  human  facrifices,  that  whea  the 
Pheeniciansy  who  firft  taught  it  them,  were 
expelled  Egypt  by  Tethmofisy  or  Amofis^  a  Tbe^ 
hate  king,  and  this  cuftom  was  forbidden  by 
j[iim,  h?  thought  proper  fo  far  to  comply 
with  it,  as  to  fubilitute  men  of  wax  inftead 

of  real  men. 

CJESAR 

'  According  to  the  gccount  we  have  in  the  book  of 
GeneJtSy  Abraham  was  upon  the  very  point  of  flaying  his 
Ion.  The  reader  may  not  diflike  to  conipare  the  beha- 
viour of  a  pagan  king,  in  a  circumftance  fomewhat  of  the 
iame  nature,  with  the  condufl:  of  Abraham.  **  The  tu?- 
**  telar  god  of  Thebes  appearing  to  Sabbaco^  qne  of  the  pa- 
**  ftoral  kings  of  Egypt;  and  ordering  him  to  put  to  death 
•*  all  the  priefts  of  Egypt^  he  judged  that  the  gods  were 
**  difpleafed  at  his  being  on  the  throne,  fince  they  ordered 
*•  him  to  commit  an  a£tion  contrary  to  their  ordinary 
^'  pleafure  ;  and  therefore  he  retired  into  Ethiopia''  D$ 
TEfprit  des  Loix,  tome  II.  1.  24.  ch.  4.  from  Diod.  Sic^ 
1.  2.  But  undoubtedly  this  prince  would  ftill  have  a^ed 
much  more  fenfibly,  if  he  had  regarded  the  imaginary  ap- 
pearance of  his  god  as  an  idle  dr^am  pr  mere  deluflon, 
which  it  moA  certainly  was,  and  ihctv  h^  needed  not  to 
A3KC  giiittcd  his  throne  and  his  CQuntry* 
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CMSjiR  informs  us^  that  the  Gauls  he* 
ing  a  people  much  addided  to  fuperftition^ 
thofe  wlio  were  affliifted  with  any  grievous 
difeafe^  or  frequently  expofed  to  the  dangers 
of  war,  either  offered  human  facrifices,  or 
devoted  themfelves  to  the  altar,  becaufe  they 
believed  that  the  immortal  gods  were  not  to 
tsd  appeafed^  but  by  the  life  of  one  man  bc^ 
ing  given  up  for  the  life  of  another.  The 
care  of  thefe  &crifices  was  committed  to  thn 
Druids,  who  prepared  large  hollow  images 
made  of  oiiers,  into  which  they  put  men 
alive,  and  then  fet  fire  to  the  images,  the  mif 
ferable  vi<5tims  perifhing  in  the  flames^  The 
Gauls  did  indeed  believe,  that  thieves,  rob-' 
bers,  or  other  wicked  people,  were  the  moft 
grateful  offerings  to  the  gods ;  but,  in  want 
of  fuch,  innocent  perfons  mufl  be  found  to 
fupply  their  places  ^. 

A  T  23^r^  it  was  a  cuftom,  in  great  calamn 
ties,  for,  the  kings  to  facrifice  their  fbns  to 
appeafe  the  anger  of  the  gods;  and  privatt^ 
peribns,  not  to  be  lefs  devout  than  thtisr 
princea,  when  any  great .  misfortune  befe| 
them,  offered  up  their  children  likovife:  but 
if  they  happened  to  have  no  children  of  theile 
own,  they  bought  them  of  poor  pcrfoos^ 

that 


/  r 


.  «  Ve  biUo  Galileo^  lib,  6.  §  15,  beginning,   NatU 
ijf$3mh  G^ilkrtm  ^dmodum  dedita  r^^j^fonibus^V'c*, 
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that,  they  might  not  lofe  the  benefit  of  fa 
pietitorious  an  adion. 

One  common  method  of  performing  thefe 
£icrifices  was  thU.  A  huge  image  of  the  god 
Saturn  J  which  was  the  fame  with  Mohcb  in 
the  fcripturcsj,  was  made  of  copper  or  bra&y 
liollow  within..  The  children  deftined  fo^ 
ofierings  to  this  pretended  deity  were  indoied 
vdthin  his  ftatoe,  which  was  he^d  red-hot: 
it  need  not  be  added,  that  the  poor  innocents 
fvere  confumed  in  theniidft  of  the  moil  teriii- 
fible  torments.  To  drown  the  fhrieks  of 
thefe  miferable  vidimSy  it  was  u  foal  to  make 
a  great  noile  by  beating  of  drums  and  fodod^ 
ing  of  trumpets.  The  mothers,  of  thefe  un^ 
happy  children  eileemed.it  a  point  of  hor 
Aour,  and  a  religious  duty,  to  aifift  at  thofc 
C^l  fpedtacles  without  lamenting  or  -  weep^ 
ing;  and  if  a  tear  or  a  fighefcaped  them, 
they  apprehended  that  the  facrifice  would  be 
feis  acceptable  to  the  divinity,  and  the  good 
fruits  of  it  loil  to  themfelves, 
"  The  Carthaginians^  who  learned  this  bar-r 
iKtroiis  cuilom  from  the  Syrians  their  an-» 
Editors,  when  a  plague  happened  among 
Aem,  ufed  to  facrifice  great  numbers  of  chiU 
drtn,  without  pity,  iays  Juftin  \  for  thofo 
#bdfe  tender  age  excites  compaflion  in  the 
ViQft  cruel  enemies;  feeking  a  reniedy  for  their 

"^misfortuncs 
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misfortunes  in  their  crimes,  anli  themrfelyes 
uUng  barbarity  to  excite  compaffipn  in 
the  gods/ 

DIODORUS  SICULVS,  as  I  find  him 
quoted  by  Mr.  Rollin^  fays,  that  at  the  time 
when  .  AgatbocJes  was  about  to  lay  fiege  to 
Cartlictgi^,  the  inhabitants  of  that  cify,  feeing 
themfelves  reduced  to  the  laft  extremity^  imt 
puted  tneir  calamities  to.  the  juft  anger  of  *Stf- 
turn  ?i%2ln^  them;  becaufe  in  {lead  of  the 
children  of  the  pfincipal  nobility,  whom  they 
had  been  accuftomcd  to  facrifice  to  him,  they 
had  fraudulently  fubftituted  the  children  of 
ftrangers  and  flaves.  To  make  amends  for 
this  fault,  they  offered  to  Saturn  two  hun- 
dred children  of  the  bed  families  in  Car^ 
tbage.,  Befide  thefe,  n^ore  than  three  hun- 
dred citi^isns, .  who  had  been  guilty  of  this 
imaginary  crime,  became  alfo  a  voluntary 
oblation/. 

But  the  Mexicans, k^m  to  have  outdone 
all  other  nations:  in  this  diabolical  pradtice  of 
human  facrifices.  The  .author  of  the  civil 
and  moralhijiory  of  the  Spanifli  Weft  Indies, 
fays,  that  as  theie  people  never  facrificed  any 
but  thofe  they  took  in  war,  the  province  of 
Tlafcala  vf as  left  unconquered  by  Montezuma, 
to  afford  a  conftant  fupply  of  captives  for 

facrifice. 

i  ICJl(nr^  Ammnt:,  T.  I.  p»  197,  from  Dvd^  SU» 
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facrifice.  Thofe  who  affifted  in  killing  thd 
viftims  were  called  minifters  of  holy  things : 
their  office  was  of  high  efleem^  and  pafled  by 
inheritance.  The  chief  of  theni  was  a  bifhop 
or  pope,  and  gave  the  fatal  ftroke. 

In  one  particular  facrifice  they  treated  the 
Have  that  was  to  die  in  the  moil  honourable 
manner  for  a  whole  year*  They  not  only 
clad  him  in  the  robes  and  ornaments,  but 
gave  him  the  name  of  their  idol,  and  allowed 
him  the  nobleft  apartment  in  the  temple. 
He  was  ferved  with  the  richcft  food  by  all 
the  chief  minifters,  and  had  none  but  great 
perfons  about  him,  who  kept  a  ftrift  guard 
that  he  might  not  efcape.  When  he  paffed 
through  the  ftreets,  he  was  followed  by  a 
train  of  nobles,  all  the  people  came  out  ijf 
their  houfes  to  fee  him,  and  the  women -in 
particular  prefented  their  children  for  iftis 
bleffing.  After  all  thefe  honours,  or  rather 
this  cruel  mockery,  when  the  time  of  the  fe- 
ftival  came,  they  ripped  up  the  poor  wretch's 
breaft,  pulled  out  his  heart, "  which  they  of- 
fered to  the  Sun,  and  then  eat  up  his  body. 

ACOSTA  tells  us,  that  the  Mioctcdns  fa- 
crificed  every  year  to  two  idols  two  thonfand 
five  hundred  men,  fatted  in  pens;  and  that, 
when  they  were  minded  to  do  fighal  honour 
to  their  gods,  they  fent  ,out  armies  to  bring 
in  prifoners  for  a  facrifice,  whofe  flefli  they 
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afterwards  eat;  ahd  that  Montezuma  com^ 
inonly  facrificed  twenty  thouiand  menf  one 
year  with  another,  and  fome  yearsf  no  lefi 
than  fifty  thouiand.  - 

The  priefls,  it  feems,  were  fo  bloody,  and 
had  (uch  an  afcendant  over  the  princes^  that 
they  made  them  believe,  their  gods  were  anr 
gry,  and  would  not  be  appealed  vi^ithout  four 
Of  five  thouTand  rtien  to  facrifice,'  at  certaifi^ 
times,  in  a  day  ^fo  that,  right  or  wrong,  they 
muft  make  war  orT  their  neigTiboiirs  to  pro- 
cure thofe  vidims  \  . 

Su.c.H  were  the  niofl:  aSomihat)le  t:t^rb^K 
ties  exercifed,  and  the  mofl  enormous  crimes 
perpetrated  by  men  to  .expiate  their  fiiis,  ^nd 
avert  the  anger  and.  conciliate  the  favour 
of  tbeir  gods : .  but.  had  it  not  been  for  the 
craelty  of  mens  own  hearts,  and  the  tricka 
and  contrivances  of  priefls,  mankind  undoubt- 
edly  would  never  have  fuppofed .  that  any 
other  iacrifices  could  be  .acceptable  to  the 
Deity,  ^  but  thofe  of  their  inordinate  appetites 
and.  paflions.  Fis  Deos  propitiare  ?  bonus  efio^ 
faid  a  very.fenfiblc  heathen  ^ 

I  SHALL  conclude  this  (hqcking  fubje£k. 
of  human  iacrifiees,  with  a  few  lipes  from. 
Cfytemnejira^s  fpeech  to  her  hufband  Aga* 
memnonf  on  the  intended  facrijice,  of  their. 

•  f.  ■  I    -^  daughter 

*  ^ks  Giographusj  vol.  V.  p.  ^97,  ftft(i^ 
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daughter  Jpbigenia  i  by  which  the  horrid 
ceremony  is  painted  in  ftrong  and  lively 
colours : 

TJnfritre  etmronne  i!une JmU  cruelk^ 
^$rtfrafiar  ma  file  un  msdn  ^rimineUe, 
DAbinraJm/ein^  et  itun  oeil  curiewi 
Dsmfin  cMirfai^taftt  cmfultera  ks  dieux  \ 


S  E  C  T  I  O  N    V^ 

THE  third  and  laft  head  under  which 
we  propofed  to  confider  religious  cru- 
elty,  is,  Mens  inhuman  treatment  of  one  an- 
other on  account  of  their  different  fentiments 
in  religion,  and  different  forms  of  worfhip. 
All  religions  which  did  not  proceed  en* 
tiiely  from  fuperftition,  or  were  not  contrived 
merely  as  engines  of  ftate,  or  t9  deceive  the 
many  for  the  fake  of  a  few,  mufl  have  been 
defigned  for  the  good  and  benefit  of  man* 
kind  5  particularly,  to  teach  them  to  mortify 
fome  paiiions,  regulate  others,  and  render 
men  peaceable,  gentle,  mild,  compafHonate, 
and  beneficent:  and  the  better  and  more  pcr- 
fea  any  religion  is,  the  more  produftivc  of 
thefe  excellent  fiuits  one  would  reafonaWy 
expeft  it  fliould  be :  more  efpecially,  a  reli* 
gion  which  we  are  afiiired  is  inftituted  by 

Qod, 

«  Oguvris  Je  Raeim^  torn*  IL  Ijiniicm^  ttttfim^ . 
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(^od^  Dfidft  in  an  eminent  degree  be  defigned 

ft*  thefe  good  purpofes.    Neverthelefs,  fo  it 

has  happened,'  diat  alt  religions  have  been 

attended  ^ith  ebiitrary  confcqfuences,  as  ftrife; 

cnvyi  malice;  wars^  pcrfecutions,  murders; 

and  mafl&cres^  and  the  beft  of  all  religion^ 

haith  produeed  the  nfeft  of  thdc.    It  feemsf 

indeed^  by  \i^  efifeas,  as  if  religion,  the  chri^" 

ftian  religion  fcfpecially,  Came  not  to  brin^ 

peace  into  the  world,  but  a  fword.- 

If  IS  really  as  amazing,  ais  it  is  mcfan-^ 

choly,"  fays  a  reverend  divine,   ^*  to  look 

^*  bftcfe'tirtd  tdreflciiltttKm  the  very  littlt  good 

"  cJn-iftianity  hath   done,    compared   with 

*^  wbdt:-  It  might  -hate'dohe,  flftce  its  efta- 

*•  Wiihtlient  mtfae  woriA'"  Again,-^"  Froni 

<t  4  *-^^bufcs  and  -jpierVerfions  it  has  hap- 

«'  peiMd  that  the  gdpel  hath  been  fd  far  from 

*•-  pfddiiciifg  the  good  ^  which  might  have 

^?  beeH  expired  icom-  it,   that  it  has  fre- 

*•  qaelMl^-ppbdueed  a- world  oi  mifchief.  *  * 

***'lQ(lcad  of*  promoting  good  fenfe^^ 

good  u^ill,  arid*  peace  -among  m^,  it  has 

•<  icrvcd  16  beget  earor  atKi  opinion }  to  pro^ 

",duce4mlevolenee*OTd  hatreds,  which  for 

"  rancor  and  inveteracy  were  never  known 

^^iiefol^;  and  to  ejccite  tumults  and  confu^ 

*VflWii;:  Vhibh  lio  civil  authority  could  re- 

^'*  ftraifi  or  moderate  "*• 
*■•■■•  -'V/  K  2  Thi. 
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The  principal  caufesof  thefc  evils  may 
probably  appear  in  the  fequel.  From  the 
murder  of  righteous  jibel  to  this  time,  we  fee, 
as  far  as  hiftory  can  inform  us,  with  what 
cruelty  men  have  behaved  towards  one  an- 
other on  account  of  their  (d&£Eerent  fentiments 
in  religion,  and  different  modes  of  worfhip, 
and  how  generally  and  frequently  perfecution 
hath  been  pradifed  among  them. 

There  is,  as  Mr.  Chandler  has  obferved 
in  his  excellent  introdu^ion  to  his  tranflation 
of  Limber cb\  hiftory  of  the  inquifition  %  good 
reafon  to  believe,  by  a  pa&ge  in  the  book  of 
Judith^  ^  that  the  anceftors  of  the  Jews  vitxt 
perfecuted  upon  account  of  their  religion* 

*  This  people  (fays  jichior  to  Hohfemes)  are 
defcended  of  the  Chaldeans^  and  they  fo« 

^  jouraed  heretofore  in  Mejapotamia^  becaufe 
^  they  would  not  follow  the  gods  dP  their 
^  fathers,  which  were  in  the  land  of  Chaldea^ 
^  for  they  left  the  way  of  their  anceftors,  and 
V  worshipped  the  God  of  heaven,  the  God 
^  whom  they  knew,  So  they  caft  them  out 
^  from  the  face  of  their  gods,  and  they  fled 
'  into    Me/opotamia,    and  fojourned  there 

*  many  days."^ 

These  people,  the  Jews^  were  alio  moft 
terribly  perfecuted  by  Antiochm  Epipbanes^ 
who,  tho*  a  very  wicked  prince,  was,  as  Mr* 

Chandler 
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Chandler  obferves,  and  is  a  very  common  cafe, 
a  great  zealot  for  his  religion.  Thofe  Jewt 
who  would  not  renounce  the  worfhip  of  the 
true  God,  and  comply  to  adore  his  deities,  he 
ordered  to  be  cruelly  fcourged,  and,  before 
th^  expired  under  their  tortures,  to  be  cru-« 
cified.  The  women  who  cirGumcifed  their 
children  contrary  to  his  commands,  he  caufed 
to  be  put  to  death,  and  the  circumcifed  chil- 
dren to  be  hanged  about  the  necks  of  their 
crucified  parents.  The  inhuman  barbarities 
exercifed  by  this  prince  upon  Eleazer  and 
the  Maccabees^  becaufe  they  would  not  re- 
nounce their  religion  and  facrifice  to  his  Gre^ 
cian  gods,  are  terrible  inftances  of  religious 
cruelty. 

SOCRATES,  one  of  the  wifeft  and  beft 
men  that  ever  lived,  was  by  his  countrymen, 
the  AlbenianSy  put  to  death  on  account  of  his 
religion.  And  fo  (harp  was  the  contention, 
and  fo  violent  the  religious  hatred  and  fury 
of  feme  Mgyptians  about  the  worfliipping  of 
different  gods,  as  Juvenal  informs  us  in  his 
15th  Satire,  that  from  words  they  proceeded 
to  fighting  and  murder,  and  even  to  devour 
their  enemy,  as  they  eileemed  him  to  be 
who  worfliipped  a  different  god. 

W  p  E  N  the  cbriftian  religion  firfl  appeared 
in  the  world,  both  Jews  and  heathens  raged 
^ainfl  it,  and  combined  to  extirpate  it  fconx 

K  3  \\it 
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the  face  of  the  earth ;  the  Jews^  tbo**  ceTt 
tainly  not  wanting  in  will^  being  und^r  the 
dominion  of  another  nation^  had  litt}e  powe^ 
to  ad  s  but  die  Romans  carried  on  a  perfecut 
lion  againi):  chrifti^ns  for  about  three  hxm^ 
dred  years,  at  tinges,  to  fuch  a  degree,  with 
fuch  infernal  rage,  fury,  and  variety  of  crueU 
jties,  as  were  never  Icnown  before,  and  could 
pnly  be  exceeded  by  tho£b  which  chriftians 
have  fihce  exercifed  againft  one  another. 

In  the  very  earUeft  tinjies  of  chriiHanity^ 
M  Mr.  Chandler  has  taken  notice  ih  his  above- 
4cited  iptrodudion,  wie  find  there  were,  con? 
tentions  and  quarrels  among  chriftians,  even 
between  the  mod  eminent  apoftlea  thetfi* 
fclves.  *5  There  are  contentions  among  you^. 
.'*  Every  one  of  you  faith,  I  am  oiPaul^  I  of 
>"  ApoUoSy  and  I  oi  Cephas^  and  I  of  Cbriji '.— r 
5*  When  Peter  wascorpe  to  Antiocb^  I  {Paul) 
"  withftood  him  to  the  face  •:**  From  thefe 
fpfiall  bickerings  many  cbriftians  very  fboi^ 
proceeded  to  defame,  revile,  and  injure  onp 
another  as  far  as  they  durft :  and  as  foon  as 
they  obtained  power,  by  having  an  en^peror 
pf  their  peligion,  and  had  fet  livings  and  rich 

biihoprickSj 

"3  I  Cpr.  I.  1 1,  12,  '  It  is  pvident  that  Paul^  4p^llos^ 
atid  Ciphas^  were  by  thcfe  Corinthian  chriftians  Ipoke^ 
Mpon  as  headc  offers ;  but  what  U  much  more  ftrange, 
^t  feems  as  if  they  regarded  Chriji  as  the  head  of  a  f^ 
yikcwWc/      -»GaI,|i,u, 
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bifhoprickSj  food  for  their  avarice  and  ambi« 
tion,  beftowed  upon  them  to  contend  for^ 
what  impriibnments,  baniChments,  murders^ 
wars,  and  maiiacres,  did  they  not  perfecate 
one  another  with  ?  They  then  manifefted,  in 
large  and  indelible  characters,  what  fort  of 
nMn  they  were,  and  what  manner  of  fpirlt 
they  were  of* 


SECTION    VI. 

BU  T  before  we  enter  farther  into  a  par- 
ticular difcufllon  of  the  manner  in  which 
too  many  chriftians  have  treated  one  another 
on  account  of  their  religious  differences,  it 
may  be  proper  to  take  a  fhort  view,  what 
fbme  of  thofe  differences  confifted  in,  and 
how  well  the  fubjeds  of  them  were  under* 
Hood  by  the  difputants,  or  others  who  ima* 
gined  that  they  were  interefted  in  them :  for 
fuch  as  were  not  eflential  points,  of  the  ut* 
moft  confequence,  could  not  deferve  to  be 
very  warmly  conteftcdj  and  thofe  which 
were  not  underflood,  it  would  be  ridiculous 
and  to  jio  p4rpofe  to  difpute  about  them 
at  stir, 

K4  On5 

<  If  mpQ  difputed  upon  no  fubjeAi  but  thpfe  th^ 
vnderiland,  what  ^  narrow  compafs  would  all  diTputei, 
facially  ofi  religion,  be  reduced  to  ?  And  t(  id)  Woks  qn 
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.  O  N  E  of  the  firft  fubje<as  of  religious  cobt 
|;ention  among  chriftians,  that  we  haye  any 
account  of,  was,  whether  circumcifionj  and 
ibme  other  Jewijh  rites,  /hould  be  praStifed 
in,  or  incorporated  with,  the  chriftian  .  relir 
gion.  This  feems  to  have  given  occafion  to 
Jthc  difference  between  the  apoftles  Peter  and 
Faul  above-mentioned,  and  continued  to 
be  matter  of  difpute  in  the  church  for  a 
long  time. 

I N  the  very  early  days  of  chriftianity, 
during  the  lives  of  feveral  of  the  apoftles, 
.there  were  aUb  ftrong  difputes  concerning 
the  perfpn  of  Cbrijl.  ^-  Some  denied  his 
divinity,  believing  him  the  fon  of  Jofepb 
and  Mary^  but  acknowledged  him  an  ex« 
cellent  pcrfon.  Others  taught,  that  as  Je^ 
fus  wa$  but  a  mere  tpan,  Cbriji  defcended 
upqn  him  in  the  lik^nefs  of  a  dove,  and 
that  then  Jefus  Cbriji  revealed  the  Father, 
5^  who  was  before  unknown;  and  that  at  laft 
"  Cbrift^  who  was  incapable  of  fuffering,  for* 
V  fook  Jefus ^  and  left  hipa  to  fufFer  death: 
f*and,  laftly,   that  hi?  kingdom   hereafter 

f*  would 

Ibch  fuIijeAs,  and  containing  fiich  controvcrfies,  as  the 
^ters  themfelves  had  no  dear  ideas  of,  were  deftroyed. 
(as  fomc  will  think  it  great  pity  but  they  (hould  be)  this 
would  occafion  a  fair  ^ater  deflru£Hon  of  books  than 
the  fire  ztAhxmidriay  by  which  five  hundred  thoufand 
volMmei  were  O0Afumed»  
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^  would  be  tcrreftrial  in  the  city  of  Jerufa^ 
5*  lenin  where  men  (hould  be  blefled  with  all 

r 

5<  kinds  of  icarnal  plipafures  for  a  thoufand 
*^  years  "."  By  the  yvray,  this  doftrine  of  the 
puillennium ''j  (which  fhews  how  fond  the 
iaints  of  thofe  time  were  pf  flelhly  enjoy- 
ments) 

»  EchareTs  Ecdcfiaftical  Hiftory,  vol.  II.  p.  391. 
^  Dr.  MiddUtony  in  his  Inquiry^.  &c.  has  coIIe£led  an 
^mple  account  of  the  m^ny  monftrous  opinions  held  hj 
feveral  of  the  moft  ancient  fathers,  efpecially  Juflm  and 
Irenaus :  this  latter  has,  among  many  other  abfurditiesy 
f *  afferted  the  dofbine  of  the  miliennium  in  the  grpfleft 
*'  feii^fe  of  it,  and  from  the  authority  of  a  tradition,  handed 
^'  down  to  him  by  all  the  old  men  who  had  converfed 
**  wkh  St.  John,  and  heard  him  relate,  what  our  Saviour 
**  hmfelf  ufsd  to  teach  concerning  it:^^  of  which  he  has  re- 
corded the  following  paffage :  **  The  days  will  come,  in 
»»*  ;wbich  there  (hall  grow  vineyards,  having  each  10,000 
*'  vine-|locks,  and  each  ftock   10,000  branches,  each 
**  branc^  10,000  fhoots,   each  fhoot  1 0,000  bunches, 
each  bun<;h  10,000  grapes,   and  each  grape  fqueezed 
fhall  yield  25  meafures  ai  wine ;  and  when  any  of  the 
f*  (aints  ihall  go  to  pluck  a  bunch,  another  bunch  will 
**  cry  out,  I  am  a  better,  take  me,  and  blefs  the  Lord 
**  through  me.     In  like  manner  a  grain  of  wheat  /own 
**  Ihall  bear  ip,oco  flalks,  each  flalk  10,000  grains, 
*'  and  each  grain  10,000  pounds  of  the   fineft  flour; 
f*  ao4  fo  all  other  fruits,  feeds,   and  herbs,  in  the  fame 
**  proportion,  fc^r." — ^''  Irenaus  then  proceeds,"  adds  Dr. 
Middletony  in  a  note,  ''  to  confirm  this  dodhine  by  the 
"  teftimoniesof  the  prophets  7/j/^^,  Ezekiel,  Daniel,  and 
♦*  the  revelations  of  St.  John  ;  and  pretends  that  it  can* 
f*  not  be  interpreted  allegorical  ly,   but  will  be  fulfilled 
f '  according  tq  the  letter  in  an  earthly   Jerufakm" 
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roents)  with  feveral  other  opinions  as  abfard, 
were  held  and  aflertcd  by  IrenauSy  who 
•*  lived,"  fays  Mr.  Dodweli,  **  fo  near  to  the 
••  times  of  die  apoftles,  as  to  be  able  to  tranf- 
*«init  their  dodtrinesto  pofterity  with  cer- 
•♦  tainty  *  ;**  and  not  by  Irenaus  only,  but  by 
the  earlieft  fathers,  and  delivered  to  us  on  the 
authority  of  the  apofUes  by  fome  of  their  im« 
snedkte  fucceiibrs.  Irenaus  alfo  aflerted, 
that  the  facred  fcriptures  were  utterly  de* 
ftroyed  in  the  Babylonijh  captivity,  but  re- 
ftored  again,  after  fcvcnty  years,  by  Efdras^ 
mfpired  by  God  for  that  purpofe/'  And 
in  this  opinibn  or  aiiertion  he  was  followed 
by  all  the  principal  fathers  of  the  fucceeding 
centuries,  fays  Dr.  Middleton  ^ 

But  to  return  to  a  recital  of  a  few,  among 
the  multitude  of  thofe  opinions,  which  have 
occafioned  fuch  grievous  quarrels  and  cruel 
perfecutions  funong  chriftians.  A  difpute  in 
the  church  fo  early  as  in  the  time  of  St.  Poly^ 
carpy  the  difciple  of  St.  "John  the  apoftle,  fe* 
veral  times  revived,  and  that  for  many  years 
engaged  the  whole  chriflian  world,  was,  whe-* 
ther  the  time  of  obferving  Eajler  (hould  be 
according  to  the  Jemft)  paflbver,  keeping  to 
one  particular  full  moon,  or  according  to  the 
refurredion,  keeping  to  one  particular  Sun^ 

day* 

*  Sec  Dr.  MiddUtofi's  Free  Inquiry^  isfc.  P.  36.    y  ItiJ^ 
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^y/  Now  it  unluckily  happens,  that  in  the 
Neiy  Teftament  there  is  no  command  for 
fchrifiians  to  keep  Ea/^er  at  all:  notwithftand* 
jng  which,  this  (contention  was  carried  on 
amongjthem  with  great  animofity  and  fary^ 
and  caufed  much  blood  to  be  £hed.  An^ 
other  very  extraordii^ary  and  important  dif^ 
pute^^  which  opcaiioned  many  diforders  and 
piurderSy  and  the  calling  the  third  general 
council,  was,  whether  the  virgin  Mary  ought 
to  be  called  the  mother  of  God  *.  hlejiorius^ 
b^hop  of  Conjlantinopky  excepted  againft  i^ 
arguing  that  ^^  Mary  was  a  woman,  and  that 
f^  therefore  God  could  not  be  born  of  her  :'* 
for  faid  he,  ^'  I  cannot  call  him  God,  who 
*^  once  was  not  above  two  or  three  months 
^^oldV*     To  which  iV^(?ri«i  might ,  well 

have   ^dded,  —  It    is   impoflible  that  the 

SUPREME 

*  In  jhc  tjme  of  pope  Clement  XI,  the  title  of  grand* 
^o&er  of  God  began  to  be  commonly  given  to  St..yffntSy 
the  mother  of  the  virgin  Mary.  And  about  the  year  400^ 
a  mod  edifying  difpute  arofe  in  the  church,  whether  the 
virgin  Mary^  tho*  {he  preferved  her  virginity  in  conceivi- 
}ng  Chri/lf  without  the  co-operation  or  intercourfe  of  v' 
ipan,  yet  did  not  iofe  it  in  bringing  him  forth.  Bowir^B 
IJiftoryofth^.Popes,  VoLI.   p.  402  &  254  &  256*      > 

In  a  church  at  Naples  there  is  this  infcription  to  dit 
virgin  Mary: 

^ata^  foror^  a^njux^  eadem  genttrixque  ionanth.    • 
}« e.  Daug|iter|  i&sxy  fpoufe^  and  mother  of  the  thundcMiE. 

,     jT/yyir's  Travels,  yd.  II.  p.  410.' 
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8VPRSME  God,  the  CREATOR  of  all  things; 
who  muft  be  SELF-EXISTENT,  could 
have  either  Either  or  mother.  And  he  did 
add,  *'  that  it  was  a  kind  of  blafphemy  to 
<*  £iy  a  that  God  was  born  of  a  woman,  that 
«  God  had  fuffered,  that  God  had  died  K" 

There  arofe  during  the  reign  of  the  em- 
peror Heracliusy  and  his  grandfon  Conjlans^ 
many  violent  contefts,  whether  there  were 
two  wills  in  Chrift^  the  divine  and  human, 
or  but  one  (ingle  will ' :  at  the  inftance  of 

Paul 

*  Bcwer^s  Hiftory  of  the  Popes,  Vol.  I.  p.  386, 
<  The  reader  who  has  not  met  with  what  is  under- 
written, may  perhaps  not  be  difpleafed  to  fee  here  an  in- 
jlance,  as  Mr.  Bower  very  properly  calls  it,  of  metaphy- 
fical  jargon  relating  to  this  fubjed.  If,  faid  the  ortho- 
dox, two  wills  argue  two  perfons,  one  will  only  muft  of 
courfe  argue  one  peribn  only ;  but  in  the  Trinity  there  is 
but  one  will,  the  Father  not  having  a  different  will  from 
that  of  the  Son,  nor  the  Son  from  that  of  the  Holy  Ghoft ; 
€rgOy  in  the  holy  Trinity  there  is  but  one  perfon :  than 
which  nothing  can  be  more  abfurd,  heretical,  and  blaf'* 
phemous.  They,  the  orthodox  party,  added,  that  in  the 
Trinity  the  Father  willed  as  God,  voluit  quatenus  Deus^ 
and  not  as  the  Father;  elfe,  as  he  is  a  diftin(%  perfon  from 
the  perfon  of  the  Son,  his  will  would  be  likewife  a  di« 
S^XiGt  will  from  the  will  of  the  fon :  and  thence  they  con- 
cluded, that  to  will  belonged  to  the  nature,  and  not  to 
the  perfonality ;  and  confequently,  where  the  nature  was 
one,  there  could  be  but  one  will,  let  the  perfons  be  ever 
fo  many ;  and  on  the  contrary,  where  the  natures  were 
sx>re  than  one,  the  wills  too  muft  be  neceflarily  more 
than  one,  let  the  perfons  be  ever  fo  few.  Bowef'% 
Hiftory  of  the  Popes,  Vol,  UI.  p,  109, 
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Tml  bi(hop  of  ConfiantinopU^  a  grievous  per- 
fecution  was  raifed  on  this  account;  but  Mtttm 
tin  bifhop  of  Ri>me  convened  a  fynod  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  bifhops,  who  decreed,  that 
whofoever  (hould  not  confefs  two  wills,  the 
divine  and  the  human,  in  one  and  the  fame 
Chrifi^  ihould  be  anathematized.  Can  a 
greater  farce  be  well  imagined  than  this  grave 
afiembly  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  biihops  canf« 
vened  for  fuch  a  purpofe  and  fb  employed  ? 
But  to  proceed: 

In  the  fixth  general  council,  twp  hundred' 
and  eighty-nine  bifliops  being  prefent/  thef 
fathers  of  this  holy  fynod,  after  compliment- 
ing the  emperor  Omjiantine^  the  eldeft  fon  of 
Con/ianSy  who  had  cut  o£f  his  two  younger 
brothers  nofes,  that  they  might  have  no  (hare 
in  the  empire,  with  being  another  DaviJ^ 
raifed  up  by  Cbrijl  their  God,  a  man  after  his 
own  heart,  who  had  not  given  fleep  to  his 
eyes,  nor  dumber  to  his  eye- lids,  till  he  bad  ^ 
gathered  them  together,  to  find  out  the  per- 
fect rule  of  faith :  after  having  thus  compli- 
mented this  vile  emperor,  and  condemned 
the  herefy  of  one  will  in  Cbrift^  they  declared, 
that  they  glorified  two  natural  wills  and  ope« 
rations,  indivifibly,  inconvertibly,  without 
confufion,  and  infeparably,  in  the  fame  Lord 
Jefus  Chriji^  our  true  God,  /.  e.  the  divine  • 
operation,  and  the  human  operation. 


'4-.'.- 
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^•Wbl  L  would  it  have  been,  if  only  ecckf^ 
fiaAics  had  concerned  themfelvesinthefenoil'* 
feofidal  difputes;  but  unhappily  jfor  Chrifteli-< 
doQij  the  emperors  engaged  deeply  in  them^ 
"  The  emperors/*  fays  Mr^  Bc^er  in  faisr 
WJiory  of  the  Popes  <,  *<  from  the  beginning 
^'  took  pact  in  the  difpute/'  (that  ccMSicerning 
the  two  wills  and  two  operations  in  Cbriji} 
**  and  it  .miift  raife  the  indignatiott  of  every 
**  reader,  who  perafe^  the  reeoftlsof  tbo&r 
"  times,  to  find  the  jS^r^7f^«i^  and  other  ^bar-« 
^*  barians  Ijreaking  on  all  fides  4nt6  the  ^m-^ 
**  pire,  feizing  province  after  province,  and 
*^  la3dng  them  all  wafte  in  their  turns ;  and^ 
the*  emperors  in  the  mean  time,  inftead 
of  aiTembling  armies  to  oppofethem,  only 
**  intent  on  affcmbling  bifhops,,  and  iiTuing/ 
Vis-dircfted  by  them, .  edicts,  decrees,  re- 
"  fctipts,  ©*c.  coilGeming  a  metaphyfical  fpe- 
^'  culation,  that  had  no  kind  of  connexion 
^*  with  the  chriftian  faith  or  religion." 

A  N;o  T  H  E  R  branch  of  this  notable  difpute 
wasy  whether  men  were  to.  bdieve  Cbriji  to 
be  IN  two  natures^  and  or  two  natures,  or 
only  OF  two  natures,  but  not  in  two  natures* 
Upon  this  momfentuous  queftiod,  i»  the  year 
504,  the  whole  city  of  Jntiocb  wsA  divided 
into  two  oppbfitc  fedions.  ^c  populace 
on.  either  fide  wej^  wrought  up,  by  their 

leaders^ 
f  Vohm.  p.  177, 178. 
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leaderSj  to  the  higheft  pitch  of  madnefi  and 
fury  againft  each  other,  not  fparing  either 
fi-iends  or  relations,  whom  they  only  fuC» 
pe£ted  to  differ  in  opinion  from  themselves : 
but  the  orthodox,  that  is,  the  Aicklers 
for  the  OF  and  the  in,  prevailed  in  the  end  ^ 
and  how  cruelly  they  ufed  their  vidlory, 
the  Orontes  bears  witnefs,  fays  the  hiftorian, 
the  river  Orontes  quite  choaked  up  with  the 
bodies  of  the  Eutycbiam^  whom  they  flew 
without  diflinftion  or  mercy  *. 

Upon  an  addition  being  made  to  the  7r/- 
fagion^  a  hymn  fo  called^  there  was  in  the 
fame  year  a  terrible  infurredion  and  rebeU^ 
lion  at  Conjlantinople.  The  original  words 
were.  Holy  God,  holy  mighty,  holy  immor- 
tal, have  mercy  upon  us  3  which  hymn  was 
ufed  in  the  church  to  declare  her  belief  in 
the  Trinity:  upon  adding  thefe  words,— 
Who  was  crucified  for  us,  thofe  confufions 
arofe*  After  many  battles  between  the  con-  ,^ 
tending  parties,  fought  not  only  in  the  ftreets 
and  the  fquarcs,  but  in  the  very  churches, 
the  orthodox  mob,  by  the  affiftance  of  an 
arpiy  of  monks,  gained  the  vidory  over  the 
Eutycbians  who  had  the  foldiery  and  courtiers 
on  their  fide.  Orders  were  then  given  by 
the  orthodox  to  murder,  without  diftindion 
of  rank  or  fex,  all  who  had  joined  the  cm- 

peror* 

•  Ibiii.  Vol  U,  p.  275. 


144       OfR^Licioiis  Cruelty. 

perff"  in  mailing  war  on  the  trinit^/ 
and  to  pillage,  and  pull  down,  or  bum  their 
hoUfes*  Accotdingly,  iri  the  fpace  of  three' 
days,  ten  thoufand  Eutycbiam  were  inhu- 
manly murdered,  theif  houfes  plundered  and 
burnt,  and  with  them  the  grtateft  part  of 
the  city  \ 

Dlsf  ut£s  concemirig  iiftage-Worfliip,  that 
is,  whether  chriftiaiis  fhould  or  ftiould  riot 
be  idolaters^  were  maintained  on  the  affirma- 
tive fide,  as  a  bad  caufe  commonly  is,  witi/ 
the  utmbfl  paflion,  rage,  and  fury :  thefe  dif- 
putes  ended  in  the  ef):abiifhment  of  idolatry, 
which  remains  to  this  day  in  the  church  ot 
Rome^  one  of  the  greatefl  fcandals  to  the  chfi- 
flian  religion. 

I T  would  be  endlefs  to  give  an  account 
of  the  contefls  about  good  works,  juflifica-* 
tion,  grace,  the  nature  and  divers  kinds  of  it  • 
whether  the  facrament  ought  to  be  received 
^"  ftanding,  kneeling,  or  in  what  other  poflurej 
if  the  facramental  bread  (houid  be  leavened 
or  unleavened,  and  the  wine  with  or  without 
water ;  whether  baptifm  fhould  be  admini- 
flered  to  infants  or  only  to  adults ' ;  if  fprink- 

ling 

^  Ibid.  p.  27c,  271. 

<  Father  AquiUcra^  a  Jefuit,  in  his  book  intitted  Laxa-^ 
rusj  printed  at  Rome  in  1728,  maontsuns  the  validity  of 
baptifm  conferred  upon  a  child  in  its  mother^s  womb* 
And  the  Jefuits  tell  vs^  diat  dhjfitu  G$muiga^  one  of 
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ling  the  face  with  wateri  or  dipping  ()|| 
whole;  body  in  it,  cleanfed  the  foul  beft  fronn 
lin4  or  which  of  thefe  was  moft  efficacious  to 
faivation^  whether,  ^the  furplice  and  fome 
other  habits  of  priefts  were  necefiary,  decent» 
aii4  pipus,  or  unneceilary,  indecent,  antichri* 
Aian,  and  abominable.  It  would  be  endlefs 
to  give  a  full  account  of  thefe,  and  many 
other  contefts  equally  clear,  and  of  the  like 
weight  and  confequence,  that  have  occaiioned 
fach  violent  quarrels  and  cruel  perfecutions 
among  chriftians;  for  which  reafon  I  (hall 
be  a  little  more  particular  only  on  thofe  con-- 
cerning,  firft,  original  fin  5  fecondly,  eledtion 
and  reprobation ;  thirdly,  the  nature  of  the 
eucharift  *  and  laftly,  on  the  Trinity :  and'bn 
thefe  I  (hall  be  as  brief  as  pofiible. 

As  to  original  fin^  there  have  been  great 
difputes  in  what  it  confiiled  ^  whether  in  eat- 
ing the  fruit  of  the  forbidden  tree  literally, 
.or,  a6  many  have  imagined,  in  a  too  free  in-' 
tercourfe  of  the  fexes :  for  tho*  mankind  were 
.  created  male  and  female,  and  undoubtedly 
with  their  natural  pafiions,  yet  it  is  fuppofed 
by  fome,  that  their  mutual  enjoyment  yv^as 
the  forbidden  fruit.     Various  opinions  have 

L  been 

.....        ^  ■ 

'  ihdr  (dints,  would  not  come  into  thie  world  before  hfi  was 
baptized,  left  it  ihoMld  be  faid  that  he  was  born  a  finner. 
,tflfirLtUrdriay  Vol,  III.  p-  175. 
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Vifen^aifo'  '6ht(Ertaih(id  cohb^rhldg^^h'ei  hiltos 
1)y  which; Ac  ^R.cnt^f>i\/iJd*n  affd'B^<*«re 
'jfflfefited  ty  ■  wiginal'^ii :  5f  by  i!Bj)lrtation 
tlhly,  <>r  By'a  fort  6f irtfeftion,'  cbrraptida,  ■  or 
cbntamiiiation,  C^c. 

'  !E  N  n L  ESS  have  !l>fcen '-  *he  difjJtftfes,  'aiid 
ch'dlefsT  fuppofc  they  \yiU  be,  alDfoui;  fele2IJeh 
and  reprobation .  Numbers  of  tikts  ha vd  hecn 
produced  both  for  fend  againit  them,'  iii^ich 
the  (cotitrovertifts '  are  very  pofitive  t^kke  it 
cxcefedingly  clear  dn  the  dpptofite'fides'  df  >the 
'^uieftion.  But  as  my  prefdht  defign  is  not 
to  enter  into  difputes,  I  (hall  proceed  'iid  fer- 
ther  on  this  fubjefk  than  briefly  to  ftace  the 
cafe  bf  reprobation . 

Goi>,   who  knows  and  foreknows  -all 

things,  hath,  merely  by  ail  aft  bf^'hi^  VriH, 

created  all  men  jr  has;  if  Pnfeay  be'allbwed  the 

expreflion,  neceffitated  their  exiftertce,  "altho' 

(according  to  the  opirwon  of^thbfe  who  hold 

•the '  dodlrinc  of  T^prbbatt^h)  htf  kftSw,  nay 

'ordaitied,  that  multiftidfes-iof-thfehi/- evert -fir 

'the  greater  part  of  riiatifciAd j  (houltf  btf  eter- 

■fJALLY  l^^SERABLE.     ^ThlS,  "aS" thcffi'pfeople 

fay,  is  the  decree  of  an  infihitely-juft,  •  good, 
■gracious,  and'  merciful  God.  -  Surely v  if  men 
*W0tild  bring  this  opinion  to  the  teft  of  their 
own  rcafon,  it  would  oabnger  be  a  ibbjcflt 
•W  diffWtt,  but  of  atfiJk«?rfehte^^^^^ 

'Tiftfe 
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The  intelligent  reader  will. probably  carry 
ihis  confideration  much  farther :  he  cannpt 
carry  it  .too.  far,  if  be.  is  led  oi)ly  by  truth* 

Disputes  conQevmng  the  nature  of  tlje 
.cucharift  Jiave  been  principally,  whether  the 
-bread  and  wine  adminiftered  ace,  to  fuch  as. 
right  worthily  and  with  faith  receive  the 
faipe,  only  a  partaking  of  the  body  .and  blood 
oiChrifti  or  if  the  ekaieots  are  CQnfubftan- 
tiatod  with  that  body  and  bloqd  j    or  laftly, 
(.which  is  the  doftrine  of.  the  JRf;///?^ -Catho- 
lics,   who  are  much.. more  numerous  thgn 
any  other  church  pf  chrifli^ns)  if  the  bread 
and  wine  are  not.  tranfubftantiated  into  the 
.very  bQdy,.fle(h,  and  .blood  of  Cbri/ij  jhat  is, 
a&'thcy  fay^  into  tbe  body,  fle(h,  and  blood  of 
God,  the  almighty  Creator:  of  the  univerfe  \ 
'/The  Trinity  being  one  of  the  moft  ab- 
'.ftrufe  doarines  of  chrifti^nity,  and  the  leaft 
.underftood,  it  has  given  pccafion  (as  fubjedts 
very  little  or  not  at  jail  undcrftood  have  ufu- 
.ally  done)  to  the  grqat^ft. degree  of  pofitive- 

L  2  P^^j 

*»  Great  contefts  have  arifen  in  the  church  oi.Rome^ 

whether  the  facramental  brc^d  and  wine  were  fo  far  di- 

^jcfted,^  as  that  fpme  part  of  them,  like  other  food,  was 

.lumped  jnto  excrements :  thofe  who  held  the  affirmative, 

went  by  the  name  of  Stercorarians  or  Stercdramjia^   from 

I'the  Latin  Mfoxii^fifcus^4^\}gv  -  Q2itd\n^\ Humbert j  in  his 

\anfwer  to. Nicet as Pe^cfr^tu f^trczits  him  as^  Stercoraniji^ 

■jflcttly:  for  .holding  that,  the  euchaiift  breaks  the  faft; 

which  opinion  he  imagined  iedditeiily  mtq  Stcrcoraniim, 
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ncfs,  and  the  moft  violent  contention.  Two 
as  eminent  champion^  in  this  caofe  as  moft 
among  the  ancients,  were  jilexander  bifhop 
of  jllexandria^  and  Arius  his  prefbyter, 
Alexander^  fpeaking  of  the  Trinity,  affirmed, 
^  "  that  the  Son  was  co-eternal  and  confub- 
*^  ftantial,  and  of  the  fame  dignity  with  the 
"  Father."  Arius  oppofed  him,  arguing  in 
;•  •  this  manner :  "  If  the  Father  begot  the  Son, 
\  **  he  who  was  begotten  muft  have  a  begin- 
"  ning  of  his  exiflencej  and  from  thence," 
fays  he,  '^  it  is  manifefl,  that  there  vrzs  a 
••  time  when  he  was  not ;  'the  neceflary  con- 
"  fequence  of  which,"  he  affirmed,  "  was 
^*  this,  that  he  had^  his  fubfiftence  out  of 
**  things  not  exifting '."  A'ius  on  the  other 
hand  a0erted,  as  Atexander  his  bifhop  tells 
us,  ^'  that  there  was  a  time  when  there  was 
^^  no  Son  of  God,  and  that  he  who  befose 
''  was  not,  afterwards  exifled,  being  made, 
'  **  juft  as  any  man  whatfoever,  and  that  there- 
^^  fore  he  was  of  a  mutable  nature,  and 
"  equally  receptive  of  vice  and  virtue." 
Arius  in  his  turn  fays,  Alexander*^  dodxine 
was,  ^^  that  God  is  always,  and  the  Son  9\r 
*'  ways.     The  fame  thnc  the  Father,  the 

"  fanpB 

'  In  the  year  361  a  creed  was  drawn  up  at  AntUcb^ 
wherein  it  wa3  exprefsly  faid,  that  the  Son  was  in  twtrf 
thing  unlike  to  the  Father,  and  that  he  was  made  out  of 
nothing.    Bown^s  Hiftory  of  the  Popes,  vol.  I.  p.  167. 
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^  fame  time  the  Son.  The  Son  co-^xifts 
"  with  God  unbcgottcnly,  being  ever  begot- 
**  ten,  being  unbegottenly  begotten.  That 
<<  God  was  not  before  the  Son^  no  not  in 
^*  conception,  or  the  leaft  point  of  time,  he 
"  being  ever  God,  ever  Son  \''  Thus  far  A 
Mr.  CbaTuUer. 

Th  I  s  difpute,  equally  intelligible,  inform- 
ing, and  edifying,  occaiioned  the  moft  outra- 
geous abufes,  violences,  and  murders :  much 
chriftian  blood  having  been  (hed  in  the  quar- 
rel. In  our  age  and  nation  many  trinitarian 
battles  have  been  alfo  fought ;  but  the  com- 
batants, tho'  they  engaged  with  much  fury, 
yet  not  being  allowed  the  ufe  of  any  other 
weapons  than  their  tongues  and  their  pens, 
no  great  mifchiefs,  beiide  much  calumny, 
abuie,  and  fcolding,  enfued. 

How  perfcftly  well  moft  of  thefe  reli- 
gious difputes,  on  account  of  which  the  dif** 
putants  fo  frequently  cut  one  another's 
throats,  were  underftood  by  thofe  who  en- 
gaged or  interefted  themfclvcs  in  the  con- 
troverfies,  will  be  pretty  apparent  to  many 
readers :  however,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  give 
a  few  inftances,  efpecially  how  clearly  they 
were  apprehended  by  the  common  people, 
who  took  a  confiderable  fhare  in  them  :  not 
ihat  it  can  well  be  doubted,   whether   the 

L  3  fubjcfts 

*  Vide  ChanJler^i  IrUrodu(ftion,  SsT^.  P,  %%^  %.\ 
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fubjefts  of  ifiany  of  thefd  contefts  were  rtqt 
as  well  underftooil  by  the  mraneft  ^nd  moflf 
illiterate  vuTgar,  as  by  the  mbft  reverend  an^ 
Jearhed  dodtors  and  divirite: 

KtttiL  fome  of  the  fathers  had  pioufly 
damned  Diofiorus.^  bifhop  of  Akxaridriai 
they  proceeded  to  fettle  the  faith'  accbrdift^ 
to  the  Nicene  cfeed,  the  opimoiisi  of  the  fa- 
thers, and  the  doSrine  oiAtbandfiui^  Cyrill 
Adfii;  Gregorys  Leo;  &c.  anxi  decreed  that 
"  Chrifl  was  truly  God  and  truly  man,  cori^ 
**  fubftantia)  with  the  Fither  as  to  his  Deity,- 
**  and  corifuSftanti^l  witfcf  as  as  to  his  hur 
**  inanity  •  iand  that  he  was  to  be  confeficd  ai 
*^  confifting  of  two  ttaturcs  without  mixture^ 
^^  eonveriioii  of  one  into  ahotheri  and  with- 
^^  out  divifiloH  or  feparatioh  ^  and  that  it 
*^  fhould  not  be  lawful  for  any  perforis  to 
*^  utter,  or  write,  or  cbmpofe,  or  think,  or 
*^  teach,  any  other  faith  whatfoever,  GV* 
*^  Thi^  produced  a  loud  acclamation  among 
^*  the  people ;  God  blefs  the  emperor,  God 
"  blefs  the  etaprefs.  We  believe  as  pope 
"  Leo  doth^  Damn  the  dividers  -and  thp 
**  confounders.  We  believe  as  Cyril  did  ; 
^^  immortal  be  the  name  of  Cyril.  Thu§ 
"  the  orthodox  believe,  and  curfed  be  every 
**  one  that  doth  not  believe  fo  too  \'' 

One 


0/JE,  ipftance  on^this  head,  which  hap- 
^n^ed;in:thc  beginning  of  the  preicqt,  cen-, 
t^X^x  W»?y  fufjicef  Spijifr  of  the  clergy  be-^ 
longing  to  qertain^  ^WS^  cantons  having, 
4rii\y^' HR,  a  creqd^  vjr^ich,  they  <;all€d.  ii), 
Frefl^  Formulaire  du^  Confenfus^  or  in  Latin^, 
Forim^  Confenfuf^  there  arofe  great  conten- 
tions  ^nd,  difturban^es,  about  it,  as  thqre  ger 
nerally  have  about  the  eflablifhnient  of  aU» 
creeds.  ^^  II  eft  co/f^^int^  65c/*  **  It.  is.cer- 
"  tain,"  %s^  my  author,  **  that  the  gr^ateflf 
**  part  of  the.  enemies,  and  even  the  friends 
"  of  this  Fprmuljiry  hacj.  n§ver  feen  or  reai 
"  itj,  and  if  they  ha^.read  it,  they  could  not 
**  have  undcrftood  it.  Neverthelefa  they 
were  alarmed  to  (uch  a  degree  through 
all  the  country,  of  Vftud^  that  they,  coylcj^ 
*^  not  have  been  more  fo,  if  an  enemy  had. 
^*  b^en.  on  their  froptiers.  The  people  fup- 
"  pofed  that  this  Confenfus  was  a  man  be- 
"  longing  to  apart  oi  Germanic  Switzerland^ 
"  who  cam?  to  depofe  the  miniftprs  of  the 
"  country  of  Vaud^  and  to  introduce  a  new. 
doflxine.  During  this  uproar,  fome  depu- 
ties of  Bern  being  fcnt  to  Laufanne  to  re- 
eftablifh  peace,  and  having  talfen  with 
theai  a  fccretary  extremely  tall  and  thin  j 
this  man  was,  through  all  the  country, 
taken  for  the  Copfenfus^  and  was  fcveral 
*J  tifla^s  in  danger  of  being  knocked  on  the 
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*«  head  by  the  people  in  the  villages^  who 
^^  coDtmually  hooted  after  h]m»  See  there  goea 
«  the  Qmfenfus*^  that  tall  fellow  is  the  Gw- 
^^Jenfui.  The  women  wept  fai  the  middle 
"  of  the  ftrects,  as  if  they  had  been  going  to 
^^  lofe  their  goods  and  their  liberty.  Jn  the 
^*  city  of  Laufatme  the  conftcrnation  was  as 
*'  great  as  if  all  the  inhabitants  had  been  con- 
**  demned  to  death  •/' 

But  how  trifling  foeyer  many  of  the  fub- 
jeds  of  thefe  difpntes  may  appear  to  the  fenfi- 
ble  reader^  or  how  obicure  and  little  under- 
flood  others  of  them  may  be;  yet  thofe,  an4 
fome  of  a  like  importance  and  clearnefs^  havp 
been  the  caufes  of  the  many  cruelties  which 
chriitians  have  exercifed  upon  one  another 
ftova  the  early  times  of  chriftianity  to  this 
day,  And  it  i$  welt  known  to  all,  who  are 
ac(juainted  with  ecclefiaftical  hiflory,  that 
the  chief  difputants  in  fuch  of  thefe  fenfelefs 
^n^  violent  controverfies,  and  the  principal 
adors  in  the  bloody  tragedies  which  hap- 
pened among  the  primitive  chriftians,  on  ac- 
count of  their  different  fentiments  in  religion, 
and  different  forms  of  worftiip,  have  gene- 
rally been  fuch  as  were  dignified  by  the  ti- 
des of  faints  or  fathers.  Indeed,  if  we  freely 
and  without  partiality  examine  the  behaviour 
and  actions  of  many  of  thefe,  and  divers 

others 
*»  £'£fat  et  Us  Delias  dt  la  Suiffi^T .Y^  .^.  ZV^^  ^  I«a 
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others  who  have  been  efteemed  the  bright 
aod  (hining  lights  of  the  church,  but  might 
much  more  properly  have  been  denominated 
die  flaming  firebrands  of  it,  we  ihall  be 
obliged  to  acknowledge  they  were  very  im« 
pioral,  and,  to  fpeak  plainly,  very  wicked 
men  in  many  refpeds,  and  particularly  mofl: 
outrageous  perfecutors.  Their  pretended 
zeal  for  religion  has  been  £0  far  from  morti- 
fying in  them  the  pafllons  of  pride,  ambi-^ 
tion,  covetoufnefs,  envy,  malice,  and  era* 
elty,  that  it  Teemed  greatly  to  encourage  thefe 
vices,  and  caufe  them  to  flame  out  in  an  un- 
common and  mofl  violent  manner. — It  is 
apparent,  that  religion  has  been  by  thefe 
men,  and  by  many  others  alfo  fince  their 
time,  too  generally  regarded  as  a  fubjei^  of 
fcience  rather  than  practice,  and  of  gain 
much  more  than  of  godlinefs. 

We  may  here  be  told,  that  feveral  of 
thefe  faints  fuffcred  martyrdom.  Very  true : 
but  it  evidently  appears,  they  wanted  charity 
and  many  other  chriftian  virtues.  What 
did  then  avail  the  giving  their  bodies  to  be 
burnt  ?  This  alone  is  no  proof  that  they  were 
good  men:  probably  pride,  and  the  eager 
defire  of  being  fainted,  and  leaving  a  great 
name  behind  them,  were  motives  to  their 
coveting  this  honour:  or  they  hoped  by 
means  of  fofFcring  here  to  commul^  fot  xJcv€>x 


> 


crimes^  and'  be  highly  rewarded:  h?feaftcf  i; 
their  warm  tempers  might  alfo  have  no  fmaU: 
fhare  in  this  matter.  Many  bad  men3  andini 
bad  cauies  too^  have  become  mar^Cyrs^  a(ui» 
fome  perfons  even  for  mere  trifles-.  Mjc^R) 
have  fuflfered  martyrdom  for  atl^eifm.:  andjfei 
is  recorded  of  Philoxenes^  that  no  threatningsi 
of  the  o^oil  fevere  puni(hments  couldjprevaib 
upon  him  to  commend  the  poetiy  of  a  ty-i 
rant  againA  his  judgment  We  are  Hkewiffi 
informed  by  M,  de  la  Loubire^  that  w.bica' 
the  Tartarian  prince,  who  in  the  year  1687; 
reigned  in  Chinay  would  have  forced  the  Cbir. 
vefe  to  (have  their  heads  after  the  T^artari^ifk 
fafhion,  feveralof  theip;i  chofe  rather  to  fufFep, 
death  than  comply  with  this  prd^r.  Tit^ 
Bonzes  oi  this  qountry  (hut  theai^lyes  u^ 
in  fedans  ftuck  full  of  nails  with  ij^c  points 
turned  inwards,  and  endure  many  olher  {q^ 
vere  penances,  to  excite  the  adq^iration  and 
charity  of  the  people,  Indian  philofophers- 
burn  themfelves  to  death  for  the  fake  oi 
fame  J  and  Indian  women  go  with^  the  greateft 
alacrity  to  be  burned  alive  with  the  bodies 
of  their  deceafed  hulbands,  becaufe  it  is  the 
fa(hion. 

Besides,  we  are  not  to  fuppofe  that  all 
the  faints  who  were  put  to  death  by  the  Ro-- 
man  emperors  were,  properly  fpeaking,  mar- 
tyrs to  chriftiapity ;  it  is  well  known  that 
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ibdae  of  them  fufFered  for  practices  againfl: 
jth)f  government^  and  others*  becaufe  they  ex^ 
eked' the  chriftians  to  pull  down  tjieheathea 
ldx>ples^  at)d  to  commit  other  diforders. 


4.^ 
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HAVING  thus  mentioned  a  few  of  the 
many  points  about  which  chriftians 
nave  difputed  fo  vehemently,  and  £hewed 
how  well  they  were  underftood  by  the  diit 
putants  and  others  who  imagined  that  they 
were  interefted  in  them,  and  alfo  jurt  hinted 
?yhat  manner  of  men  the  principal  zealots  in 
theic  quarrels  were,  we  ffiall  proceed  in 
giving  ibme  inftances  of  the  outrageous  treat- 
pient  and  /hocfcing  cruelties,  which  too  many 
of  thofe  called  cnriftians  have  been  guilty 
of  towards  one  another^  on  account  of  their 
jfeligious  differences. 

T  9  give  a  full  relation  of  thefe,  it  would 
be  neceflary  to  tranfcribe,  not  only  vaft  vo- 
iun^es  of  rhartyrology,  but  a  great  part  alfo  of 
our  ecclefxaftical  hiftories,.  and  lives  of  faints 
and  fathers,  which  latter,  as  well  as  the  former^ 
are  amply  ftored  with  details  of  religious 
f:nielties3  fuch  cruelties  as  will  melt  the 
l^dpf's  heart,  if  he  has  not  a  heart  of  ftone. 
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B  u  T  here  only  a  very  brief  narration  of  a 
few  of  thcfc  cruelties  will  be  attempted*  In- 
deed, if  the  hyperbole,  that  even  the  world  it- 
felf  conld  not  contain  the  books  that  (hould 
be  written  on  any  fubjeft,  except  that  men- 
tioned by  St.  John^  were  allowable,  it  would 
be  on  the  barbarities  exercifed  by  thofe  who 
falfely  and  impioufly  ftylc  thcmfelves  fol- 
lowers of  Cbriji. 

It  has  been  already  obferved,  that  difputes 
^nd  quarrels  among  chriftians  began  in  the 
very  earlieft  times  of  chriftianity,  and  that 
there  were  confiderablc  differences  even  be- 
tween fome  of  the  moft  eminent  apoftles 
themfelves ;  and  that,  from  thefe  fmall  bic- 
kerings, too  many  chriftians,  as  they  advanced 
in  power,  advanced  in  covetoufnefs,  ambi- 
tion, and  cruelty,  and  proceeded  to  more  vio- 
lent contentions  and  greater  injuries. 

*TiLL  the  time  of  Confiantine^  who  was 
the  firfl  chriftian  emperor,  chriftians  being 
under  the  government  of  pagans,  were  obliged 
to  cpntent  thepifelves  with  reviling,  curfing, 
and  fpeaking  all  manner  of  evil  (it  is  to  be 
feared,  not  always  falfely)  of  one  another : 
but  no  fooner  had  they  obtained  the  liberty 
of  perfccuting  in  a  more  fubftantial  manner, 
(a  fatal  liberty  indeed !)  than  they  proceeded 
to  deprivations,   excommunications,  impri- 

fonraents, 
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fonmentSj  banifbments,  and  even  to  inflid: 
death  itfclf. 

Be  SI  PES  fwarms  of  other  heretics,  many 
of  whom  held  the  moft  abfurd  and  mon- 
ftrous  opinions^  and  were  fome  of  them 
guilty  of  the  grofTeft  immoralities,  and  who 
all  hated  onq  another " ;  befides  thefe,  the 
church  was  divided  principally  into  two  par*  , 
ties,  diftinguifhed  by  the  names  of  orthodosc 
and  Avians^  the  latter  of  which  were  alfo  de- 
nominated heretics  by  the  former. 

These  two  parties,  as  they  by  turns  got  ' 
into  power,  by  having  an  emperor  on  their 
.fide,  perfecuted  each  other  with  all  the  fury 
that  malice  or  enthufiaflic  rage  could  excite* 
And  it  is  remarkable  that  the  orthodox,  tho' 
they  complained  bitterly  of  the.  cruelty  of 
the  Ariam  when  thef?  laft  were  in  power, 
Athanqfius  particularly  then  calling  pcrfecu- 
tion  a  diabolical  invention ;  yet  they  (the  or- 
thodox) were  fo  far  from  fetting  an  example 
of  moderation,  or  any  bounds  to  their  perfe- 
cuting  fpirit,  when  the  po^er  was  in  their 
hands,  that  they  firfl  brought  in  among  chri- 
ftians  the  punifhment  of  death  on  account 

"of 

« 

^  It  has  been  obferved  of  heretics  and  fefbries  in  ge- 
neral, that  the  lefs  they  differed  from  one  another,  the 
greater  hath  been  the  antipathy  ^d  hatred  between 
them :  thus  we  fee  many  men  diflike  and  hate  monkeys 
more  than  mofl  other  creatures^  although  none  fo  neaclf 
refembJe  thcmfelves. 


of  fdigioas  tjuarrcls^%  and  the  moft-confi- 
derabte  per fons  of  each  fide  were  -generally 
the  grcateft  pcrfccutors. 

BT.jfiihana/ius  was  not  nwre  eminent  fbr 
1ms  exalted  fl:ation  in  the  church,  and  his 
great  ^eal  for  the  orthodox  religion,  than  for 
his  outrageous,  perfecuting,  cruel  aSions. 
This  turbulent  bifliop  was  feveral  times  de- 
pofed  for  his  feditious  pradtices  and  enor-:^ 
mous  crimes  5  and  his  reftoration  was  gene-« 
rally  attended  by  tumults  and  murders,  ex:* 
cited  and  occaifioned  <  by  him  and  his  ad-* 
herents. 

Many  bifhops  and  clergymen,  who  de- 
clared themfelves  orthodox,  accufcd  this  faint 
to  the  emperor,  of  being  the  author  of  ail 
the  difturbances  in  the  church  by^his  violent 
behaviour  j  particularly  puniftiing  fome  with 
whippings,  putting  feveral  in  chains,  and 
murdering  others.  This  holy  man  was  alfo 
guilty  of  falfe  accufations,  and  fuborning  of 
witntfles  to  deftroy  his  adverfaries,  particu- 
larly Eufebius  of  Ni comedian  by  fpiriting  up 
a  woman  to  charge  him  with  getting  her 
with-  child,  the  falfehood  of  which  was  de-^ 
trifled  at  the  council  of  Tyre  ^.  This  faint 
•w^S'  dlfo  bani£bed-for  felling  the  cornwhich 
the  emperor  Conjiantine  had  given  for  the 
.fuppoit  of  the  poor  of  JiUxandria^  of  which 

he 

•  ■ 

*  dandier'^  Introduftion,  p.  30.        ^  Ibtd,  ^,  •$!• 


"lietikiiftftf  <vas  biftlop,  dntt  piitting  th^maoey 
in  Ms  ■  own '  pocket  \  We  may  feci  ^  by  ihh 
ittto^s-c6»dhJ(ft^  that  it  is  very  piffiMe  for« 
^elifdn  to 'Appear  cxtremdy  2ealotisctcn>-for 
4hc  orthofdox  rdigbn,  bc'fible  to  di^iWe  ivith 
great  fiibtilty  *on  the  tnoflr  dbftrufe  points  of 
•^vmity,  become  «a^  famoti^  creed-makerj^and 
.  ^tain  the  tfkle  of  faint,  •  and  yet  be  a  trcry 
'great ^'   '^■.      ^ 

-•  I  ¥-Ddvid}  becaufe*  he  had  fhed  blodd,  m» 
fb;^bidd6n-bj^  God  to  bdiJd  a  Jewijh  temple  % 
•how  unfit  -was  fuch  a  bloody  per fecotor  -  &s 
this  to  edify  the  chriftian  church  ! 

•Bu  T  this  faint,  tho'  one  of  the 'moflr  emi- 
nent in  the  'cruel  pradtice  of  perfecution,  was 
iarfrom  beirtg  alone  in- it.  St.  Chryfojlim^ 
fo  called  for  his  extraordinary  eloquence,  St. 
CyriU  'Diofcorus^  and  many  others  who 
might  be  mentioned,  were  his  zealous  fel- 
low-labourers'  in  carrying  on  this  diabolical 
work,  and  guilty  of  other  enormous  crimes. 

The  firft  (St.  Chryfojiom)  treated  his  bre- 
thren the  bifhops  with  great  violence;  de- 
-pofed  them  -  in  an  arbitrary  iiianner ;'  fubft^- 
tuted  crthers  in  their  room,'  contrary  to  me 
'delires  kAd  *  prayers  of  the  people  j  infiilted 
'the  emprefs  Eltidoxia;  caufed  an  infurreftioh 
*of  the*  tjoth's  in  {he  city  ot  Conflantinopk^ 
which  had^  like  to  have^  enoed  in  the  burn- 
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ing  the  imperial  palacei  and  the  murder  df 
the  emperor;  and  did  a£tually  end  in  the  cut- 
ting off  ail  the  Gothic  foldiers,  and  the  buriv- 
ing  their  church,  with  great  numbers  of  per- 
fons  in  it,  who  fled  thither  for  fafety^  and 
were  locked  in  to  prevent  their  efcape  *• 

The  fecond  {St.  Q/rilj  bifbop  of  Alex^ 
andria)  was  no  lefs  tyrannical  and  cruel  than 
the  former,  ufing  his  utmoft  power  for  the 
oppreflion  of  thofe  he  called  heretics,  aflum- 
ing  an  illegal  authority,  and  infulting  the  go^ 
vernor  of  the  city  j  himfelf  ading,  and  en- 
couraging others  to  aft,  moil  abominable  vio- 
lences and  cruelties.  Particularly  his  friends 
and  clergy  murdered  a  beautiful,  virtuous, 
and  learned  woman,  named  Hypatiai  they 
meeting  this  lady  as  (he  was  returning  from 
a  vifit,  feized  on  her,  dragged  her  out  of  her 
chariot,  carried  her  to  one  of  the  churches, 
ftripped  her  naked,  fcraped  her  to  death  with 
Aells,  then  tore  her  in  pieces,  and  burnt  her 
body  to  a(hes  \ 

DJOSCORUS,  the  fuceeflbr  of  Cyril, 
feized  a  very  large  fum  of  money  bequeathed 
by  a  lady  of  great  di(lin£tion  to  the  hoipitals, 
and  the  poor  of  Egypt,  and  caufed  the  corn 
which  was  given  yearly  by  the  emperor  for 
the  fupport  of  the  poor  cfariffians  in  Lybia, 
where  no  com  grew,  to  be  conveyed  into  his 

own 

*  Chtmdkt'%  IntroduSion,  p.  4i>  42.      ^  Ihii^  43, 44* 
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.  <)^a  granaries j  and  there  kept  it^  while  they 
.  were  ftai'ving^  till  a  year  of  great  dearth, 
when  he  fold  it  at  moft  exorbitant  prices, 
without  beftowing  a  fingle  grain  on  the  poor. 
His  condud,  with  refpeft  to  the  people  of 
Alexandria^  was  that  of  a  perfect  tyrant ;  for 
he  did  not  fcruple,  upon  the  leaft  provoca  - 
tton,  to  feize  by  force  on  their  eftates,  to 
caufe  their  houfes  to  be  fet  on  fire,  their  trees 
to  be  ciit  down,  their  pleafant  gardens  to  be 
deftroyed ;  and  fuch  of  them  as  were  moft 
'  obnoxious  to  him,  to  be  fonietimes  privately, 
and  fometimes  publicly,  murdered  by  a  band 
of  ruffians^  whom  he  kept  conihintly  in 
his  pay  "^ 

In  thefe  religious  .cruelties,  and  a£ts  of  in- 
juftice,  the  Arians  came  nothing  ibort  of  the 
(xthpdox ;  neither  were  the  bifhops  of  the 
former  at  all  better,  or  more  peaceable  or  hu-. 
niane,  than  the  latter.  Among  many  in- 
.ftances  of  this  truth  which  might  be  given^ 
xme  may  fuffice:  "  George  bifliop  oiAlexan-- 
^^  dridy'  fays  the  author  of  the  Life  of  the 
emperor  Julian  "^^  "  was  one  of  the  v^ery  fcum 
of  the  people^  ^t  firft  a  parafite,  afterwards 
employed  in  the  iniperial  farms,  where  he 
;**  funk  the  money  which  came  into  his 
:^^  hands ;  at .  length,  after  many  adventures^ 

M        *  *'he 

^JJwfr's  Hiftory  of  the  Popes,  Vol.  11.  p.  33>  34* 
^  Tranflation  from  the  French^  p*  l8a,  . 
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•^  he  Mrasf  judged  worthy  by  the  jirierraxhoSis 
**  of  occfapying  the  fecond  fee  of  the  chuitufa. 
"  He  hsul  neither  the  e^fcopal  virtiies,  iMr 
*^  any  other  degree  of  merit:  but  he  wasifbkl^ 
^^  enterprifing,  without  (hame  and  with4fic 
compaffion^  and  the  jirians  ibiight  MtiiEe 
for  a  perfecutor  than  a  bi^p^  When  -^he 
wasib^'place)  his  pomp,  his  cruelty/ ^fiixl 
*^  his  rapacioufnefs  would  have  made  hkn 
^^  thought  to  he  a  pagan^  ^if  he  had  not: pit- 
^^  laged^the  temples:  for  all  his  chriftiahity 
.^^  conMed  in  this  lucrative  devotion;  The 
-'^  cathodicb  detefted  him  as  a  falood^thirfty 
^^  enemy,  ;and :  the  whole  world  as  a:  tas- 
*'  gatherer,  an  oppreflbr,  and  a  robber.  JSg^ 
^^  tf^embled  before  him.  l  Thofe  in  employ* 
^^  ment  were  obliged  to  fubmit  to  be  mki- 
^^  Hers  of  his  tyranny^  Wftitbey  (hould  be  tbe 
'^^  >ri^ims  <^  h.*'  And  this  cha^aifter  of  hirb 
il  pj^rllyicDnfirmed  by  Amminnus  M^rcdip- 
AUi*y  arid  the  church'-hiftariahs^  Socmen  ^» 
Sficyat^s  '^f  a^  Itbeodarei^  y  the  h£k  Q£.whioai 
ikyk  ^iX^nw^^,  **  that.heiwals  a  wolf  jwtdfced,^ 
^  ^nd  deHtoyed  his  flxeep'  with  :m<)re  kcMrri* 
^^  bte  cruelty,  than  a  Jwblf,  os  a  bear^  or  a 
^  Jeopard  could  have  done/*  f 
'    Mt^CH-iike  the  conduiS:  of  this  prelatt 

1JVU6  that  hi  ttiatty  other  Aiam. .  When  the 

•     '  orthodox 

*  L,  xxii.  C  xi.  p.  251.      y  L.  IV.  C  x.      *  L.  xi. 

C.  XxviK.        *  L'.  ii.  C.  xiv/*  The  three  laft  frariflated 
into  French  by  M.  Coujin.  ' 


Mihodbk  bifhops  wftrtt  disp^f^^,  ;^d4  the 
Arians  fubftituted  in  tb«ir  rOOfji^  thcf^ 
chaoges  itrore  dccompamed  ^Ith  (jb^  ipurder . 

of  thott&od^  Had  not  .th§  eroperpr,  J^/rVin 
ffedbti:  til  iigr.?  iVWAw  fn/iftaihmPihi  hsftiat^ 

ni.fantjiln.ferahs  flerique  cbrJftfanAKumy  ex^ 
pertus}  7  /^  He  found  by  cicpci:itnflCi;.tbat  &- 
^V  TOge ;  bcafta .  are  lefs  furiojis  agiinft  man* 
^f:  kindv '  thaa  the  generality  .  of  ohriftianfi 
<f  agtihfii  one  anotfaftrJ^  And  itlm  ea)peror 
Jovian  feemed  to  be  well  acqtiainted  with 
the  principal  objedt  of  the  devotion  of  too 
many  of  them,  when  he  faid,  ^  that  they 
"  worfhipped  not  God,  but  the  purple.'* 
Amtnitnrus '  Mattel fhiusy  a-  pagaii '  biftorian  - 
above-mentioned,  giving  an  account  of  the 
Woody conteft. at /?d?/«^  for'thd*Bifli6pi<c  pf 
that  chy,  appeared  -alfo  io  fee  clear fy.  what 
thefe  meiis  chief  aim  w^,  vyhen  he  declared, 
**' Ft  Wais  no  wonder  that  thofe,  who  were 
'^'^  ambitions  of  human  grandeur,  contended 
^  ivitbTo  much  heat^nd  anlmqfity  for  that 
^•^  dignhys  becaufe,  'When  they  had  obtained 
**-it,'  they  were  furC  to  be  enricffed  by  the 
"offerings  of  the  matrons,  of  ^ppearmg 
^  abroad  in  great  fplendor,  of  being  admired 
^  for  their  coftly  coathes,  fumptuous  feafirs-, 
^*  afldfor  outdoing  fovereign  printes  in  the 
'^  cfxpcnces  of  their  •  tablcs.V      Might  not 

M  2  Grotius 

^  Ammianus  MarcelUnuSy  L.  xxii.  c,  v« 
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Grt»ft«i  juftly  fajF,  %/  ecckjiajiicam  bifioriam 
legity  quid  Ugit,  nifi  epifcoporum  vitia '  ?  And 
as  ccclefiaftical  hiftory  abounds  to  fuch  a  de- 
gree in  accounts  of  nonfenfical,  unmtclUgi- 
ble,  and  ridiculous  difputes  between  the  heads 
of  the  church,  and  the  outrageous  quarrebi^ 
and  violent,  bloody  perfccutions  they  carried 
on  againft  each  other  j  may  it  not  likcwife 
be  truly  faid,  that  the  fevereft  fatirc  ever 
written  againft  the  church  is  the  hiftory  of 
the  church  ? 


SECTION    VIII. 

UNTIL  the  Roman  empire,  which  in- 
cluded a  great  part  of  the  civilized 
world,  was  wholly,  ^  or  principally  at  leaft, 
converted  to  chriilianity,  the  church,  which 
had  been  long  militant,  did  not  come  fully 
to  her  triumphant  ftate;  neither  did  the 
clergy,  particularly  the  bifhops  of  Rome^  ar- 
rive at  that  plenitude  of  power  they  after*' 
wards  enjoyed. 

For  fome  time  after  the  eflablifhment  of 
chriftianity  in  the  empire,  tho*  many  of  the 
emperors  indulged  the  clergy  in  an  exorbi- 
tant degree  of  power,  yet  the  latter  were  fre- 
quently 

^  Epift.  xxii. 
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quently  reftrained  by  the  fi^-mer  from  doing 
^  much  mifchief,  and  going  fuch  lengths 
in  {)erfecutioa  and  cruelty,  as  they  were  ap« 
parendy  inclined  to :  but  foon  after  the  bifhop 
of  Ri>me  gained  his  point  of  being  acknow- 
ledged cecumenical,  or  univerfal  bifhop,  he 
then  fet  himfelf  up,  not  only  above  princes^ 
kingS)  and  emperors  ^,  but  above  all  that  is 
called  God :  he  not  only  gave  laws  to  princes, 
depofed  them  at  his  pleafure,  trod  on  their 
necks,  literally  fpeaking  "",  inflided  on  them 
the  moil  ignominious  puhifhments  ^,  and  put 
them  to  death  when  they  would  not  be  Tub- 
fervient  to  his  cruel  and  tyrannical  purpofes  1 
but,  as  much  as  in  him  lay,  he  dethroned 
the  Almighty,  by  ettffting  a  dominion  in  the 
confciences  of  men,  over  which  God  alone 
has  a  right  to  reign. 

M  3  This 

'  Hoftienfis  aflerts,  that  the  facerdotal  office  is  7644 
times  above  the  regal,  that  being  the  proportion  of  mag- 
nitude between  the  fun  and  the  moon. 

«  Pope  Alexander  III,  in  the  year  1159,  fet  his  foot 
upon  the  neck  of  the  emperor  Barharojfa^  and  at  the 
fame  time  ufed  this  expreffion :  Super  off  idem  et  baJUif*, 
0im  ambtdabis. 

^  Pope  Gregory  VII  obliged  the  emperor  Henry  IV, 
in  very  fevere  cold  weather,  to  (land  for  three  days  in  the 
court-yard  of  a  caftle  in  the  Modenefe  in  fack-cloth,  and 
bare-footed,  without  either  meat  or  drink,  and  with  teal's 
to  beg  for  pardon,  before  the  pope  could  be  prevailed  on 
to  reftore  him  into  the  bofom  of  the  church,  Key/ler*^ 
Travels,  Vol.  III.  p*  149. 
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Th  1.4  unlimited  power,  thu6  unjufllj  an4 
Y^tckedly  ufurped  by  the  popeS  was  made 
nfe  qf  tQ  fpr^ad  terrors^  calamities,  and  relir» 
gioU8  cifiltlti«t»  firft  through  all  ChriAcn«? 
dQm»  and  afterwards  to  the  rcmoteft  parts  cxf 
tht  earth;  for  multitqdtB  of  poor  jhdian^ 
have  alfo  been  made  to  drink  large  draught) 
of  the  bitter  cup  of  chriftian,  or  rather,  anti^ 
thrift ian  perfedution. 

When  part  of  the  fubjeds  of  any  chriftiafi 
prince  refufed  their  afient  to  the  abfurd,  un^ 
chriftian  dodtrines,  or  to  pra&ife  the  ridicu- 
lous^ ungodly  forms  oi^  worfhip,  which  this 
de/potic  pontiff  or  his  haughty  coadjutors 
ti^ould  impofe  upon  them,  the  pirincd  imt^ 
commanded  to  force  them  to  a  compliance ; 
and  if  thd  people  remained  d^ftinate,  that  is^ 
if  they  were  determined  to  perfevere  in  be- 
lieving and  ading  as  their  confciences  di-^ 
redted,  daen  thefe  prince^  were  obliged,  on 
paia  qf  bekig  exdonamunicated  and  deprived 
of  their  dominions,  to  become  fuch  mean 
and  defpicaWfe  tools  of  the  church,  as  to  per-r 
form  the  vile  and  wicked  drudgery  of  perfe- 
ciitlng  their  own  fubjedls,  by  bariifhments^ 
murders,  ^c.    Princes  were  thus  brought  to 

the 

s  Jn  flrqggling  for  this  powers  ^M  in  other  qitarrels, 
^hcre  were  no  Ids  then  kv^tiiy-^lght  battl«  /ougitt  be- 
tween the  popes  and  thc,ir  rightful  forcrcigns'thc  empc- 
rvrs.  Preface  to  Mr.  Bower* ^  Hiftory  of  \Sit Bo?ij^ri^ij.  ^^ 
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thtf  dilenun^,  either  of  weaJkeniog  their  do 
nli£^om^  by  driving  away  gr  deftroy ing  many , 
off  perhftpsy  the  beft  and  mofl:  ufeful  of  their 
ful^4ts,  and  frequently  aiding  ag^inft  their 
own  confciences  alfo,  or  running  the  rifquc 
of  bebg  themfelves  feverely,  and  in  an  infa- 
mous manner,  even  corporally  punifhed  by 
or^er  of  the  pope,  murdered  by  fome  of  their 
own  bigotted  fubje^s  ^  or  dethroned  by  fo- 
f^ign  powers  infligated  againd  thein  for  their 
deftrucfliorf* 

B  u  T  if  whole  nationSt  or  at  lea^l  the  ma* 
jority  and  governing  part  of  them,  were  fo 
tengcious  of  their  natural  and  leg^l  rights  and 
privileges,  as  not  to  allow  the  fupremacy  or 
dominion  Qiihx%  fervus  fervorum  Dei^  that  is, 
beiiiig  papikUy  interpreted,  this  king  (^  kings 
and  lord  of  iords  \ .  and  fo  irreligious,  as  not 
to  receive  the  foolifh  and  ridicalous  inven- 
tions of  men,  as  the  dictates  and  oracles  of 
God;  then  foch  were  declared  heretics,  con« 
iigtied  to  the  devil,  and,  as  in  the  former  cafe, 
tlie  governnacnl:  beftowed  upon  fome  popifli 
prince  who  could  gain  it  by  his  fword. 

Thus  did  pope  Sixius  ^ntus  aft  by  our 
queen  Eiizahetb  and  this  nation,  dcdaring. 
her  and  her  peopk  heretics,  qirfirig  them  to^ 

M  4        *     ■  th& 

*  That  moft  exaellcnt.  prinoe,  HmryW.  rf.  Franif^ 
was  iatbis  manner  murdered,  and  fp  ]ike\v>iah^t^QClK>f 
kings  been. 
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the  pit  of  hell,  inftigating  and  affifting  PbiHp 
king  of  Spain  to  make  a  conqueft  of  this 
kingdom,  which,  if  the  pope's  power  had  been 
equal  to  his  will,  Philip  had  enjoyed  the 
dominion  of  for  his  pains. 

Among  the  numerous  inftances  which 
might  be  given  of  the  former  cafe,  that  is, 
the  tyrannical  and  cruel  behaviour  of  the 
popes  to  fovereign  princes  who  refufed  to 
obey  their  orders,  in  tormenting,  banifhing, 
or  murdering  their  fubjefts,  we  (hall  men- 
tion only  thofe  of  Raymond  earl  of  Tbohufe^ 
and  his  fon. 

This  firft-named  prince  having  been 
much  prefled  by  pope  Innocent  III  to  expel 
the  jiiiigenjes  from  the  country  of  Tbolouje, 
in  which  great  numbers  of  them  refided^  but 
Raymond  not  confenting  either  to  drive  out 
and  lofe  fo  large  a  number  of  his  people,  or 
otherwife  to  perfecute  them,  the  pope  or-r 
dered  him  to  be  excommunicated,  and  all 
his  fubje&s  abfolved  from  their  oath  of  alle* 
glance ;  and  power  was  given  to  any  catho- 
lic, not  only  to  ad  againft  his  perfon,  but 
to  feize  and  detain  his  country.  To  caufe 
ihtit  order?  and  this  power  to  operate  more 
eifedtually,  ^  great  army  of  crofsrbearers,  a 
fort  of  church-janifaries,  to  whom  St.  Domi^ 
vicy  with  the  title  of  prelate  of  the  war,  joined 
))ipir^lf,  was  raifed  and  fent  againft  the  earl : 

who 
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^o  frightened  by  this  fcntencei  and  the 
terrible  expedition  of  the  crofs^bearers  againil 
him,  proniifed  obedienci^,  and  fought  to  be 
ireconciled  to  the  church,  which  he  ijbold  . 
not  obtain,  but  on  feveral  conditions,  4ttS0tl|(^ 
which  was  the  following :  The  carl  being 
brought  before  the  gateis  of  the  church  of  St. 
Agde^  in  the  town  of  that  name,  he  there 
fwore,  that  he  would  obey  the  conimands  of 
the  holy  Roman  church.  After  this  the  le- 
gate ordered  one  of  the  facred  veftments  to 
be  thrown  pver  his  neck,  and  drawing  him 
thereby,  brought  him  into  the  church,  and 
having  (courged  him  with  a  whip,  abfolved 
him :  but  fo  grievoufly  was  his  body  torn  by 
the  ftripes,  (and  probably  fo  fwelled)  that  he 
could  not  go  out  by  the  fame  place  through 
which  he  entered,  but  was  forc6d  to  pafs 
quite  naked  through  the  lower  gate  of  the 
church.  He  was  alfo  ferved  in  the  fame 
manner  at  the  fepulchre  of  St.  Peter  the 
martyr  at  New  Cajlres. 

Notwithstanding  this  reconciliation 
of  the  earl  of  Tboloufe  to  the  church,  the 
army  of  crofs-bearcrs  every  where  attacked 
the  heretics,  as  they  called  them,  took  their 
cities,  filled  all  places  with  ilaughter  and 
blood,  and  burnt  many  of  the  prifoners.  In 
the  year  1209,  Biterre  having  furrendered, 
Ifll  the  inhabitants  were  cruelly  put  to  the 
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fword,  and  the  city  deftroycd  by  fire.  Whca. 
t]^is  place  was  takeo^  the  crofs-'bearers  know* 
iQg  there  were  feveral  catholics  mixed  with 
the  heretics,  were  in  doubt  how  to  ad:^  left 
the  catholics  fhould  be  flain.  or  the  heretics 
feign  thenoifelves  catholics.  But  Arnold^  the^ 
pious  abbot  of  Cifieaux^  foon  refotved  thia* 
doubt : .  \'  Slay  them  all,"  faid  he,  "  for  the. 
•*  Lord  knows  who  are  his:"  whereupon  thcS: 
foldiers  flew  theni  all  without  exception. 

Many  other  places  in  this  country  were 
deflroyed,  and  great  numbers  of  perfon$  put 
to  death,  by  hanging,  burning,  or  burying: 
alivei.  At  Pukhra  Vallis^  a  large  city  near. 
7'hlpsije^  fifty  were  hanged  and  four  hundred 
burnt,  Gerarddy  a  lady  of  a  very  noble  fe- 
mily,  and  fifter  to  the  governor  of  h  Vaur^ 
they  threw  into  a  pit,  and  coverf d  i^er  with 
ilones.  At  Cajires  de  dermis  tbe!y  caft  -Rirjf* 
mond  de  Termis  into  prifon,  where'  he  died ; 
and  burnt  in  one  large  fire  his  .wife,  iifter, 
and  virgin  daughter,  with  fonie  Other  noble- 
ladies  whom  thiey  could  not  perfoad^  to  em-* 
tu'ace  the  Romaa  faith.  ^ 

After  the  death  of  the  earl  of  Tholouje^ 
his  fon  made  a  noble  ftand  againft  the  power 
of  the  pope,  rcgamcd  his  father's  dominions, 
and  defended  thcpi  with  great  courage.  But 
the  pope  having  in  a  manner  compelled  the 
king  oif  France  tQ  .march  with  a  large  army 

3  againft 
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^irift  the  youog  earl, '  and  the  fine  cities  of 
^Qlovfe  and  Avignon^  and  others,  being,  afiier 
{^gallant  defence,  taken  from  him,  and aimbft 
/deflrbyed,  he  was  obliged  at  laft  to  fubmit, 
and  underwent,  like  his  father,  a  mofi:  ignor 
minious  corporal  punifhment :  dpoh  which 
Bernard  cxoltingly  iaid,  "  How  holy  a  fight 
^"it  was  to  fee  fo  great  a  man,  who  for  a 
"  long  while  could  refift  fo  many  add  great 
'^  nations,  led  naked  in  his  Ihirt  and  troafes^ 
^*  and  with  naked  feet,  to  the  altar  *  I*' 

But  tho-  thefe  princes  were  fo  bold  and 
fiourageous  as  to  ri^Gil  the  will,  and  difobey 
the  orders  of  the  pretended  vicegerent  of 
God^  yet  almofl  alt  other  Roman  Catholic 
jEbvereigns  have  with  alacrity,  and  even  gree- 
dinefs,  put  his  pious  commands  of  perfecuting 
fheir  ibbjedts  in  execution. 

AmOnq  thefe  the  kings  of  France  an4 
Spaifiy  and  one  of  our  own  queens,  the  two 
firft  like  true  fons,  and  the  laft  like  a  true 
daughter  of  the  church,  have  eminently  di- 
^inguiilied  them&ives. 

O^o  R  queen  Mary^  totally  Vmd  of  tendcr-i 
nefe  and  compaflion,  qualities  which  are  fo 
natural  to  her  fex,  and  fo  greatly  adorn  it, 
paufed  multitudes  of  her  fubj€<a:&  to  be  but- 
phered  in  the  mofi:  barbarous  and  iftlwman 

manne-r. 

*  lB6»«<&v*ii.'Tt|anfiat4on  o(  tAmhf>rch\  Hifiory  of  the 
piquifitlon,  p,  62^  ^ ffq» 
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manner.  For  a  particnlar  account  of  the 
reli^oas  cruelties  pradiled  in  her  reign,  the 
putting  fiich  numbers  of  harmlefs,  innocent, 
religious,  and  many  of  them  learned  and  ex-* 
ccUent  perfons  to  the  mod  tormenting  death, 
that  of  burning,  I  refer  to  Fox  and  other 
writers,  whofe  accounts  cannot  be  read  with- 
out the  utmofl:  horror.  By  this  princefs's 
z&ions  may  be  feen  what  poifonous  fruits  are 
brought  forth,  when  bigotry  is  grafted  on  a 
crael  teuEiper  of  mind. 

The  kings  of  France  have  been  fo  dutiful 
to  their  holy  father,  and  fo  adive  in  religious 
cruelty,  that  in  order  to  exterminate  the  pro* 
teftants  from  that  country,  it  appears  by  hi- 
ftory,  that  to  the  time  of  Henry  IV,  there 
were  four  pitched  battles  fought,  three  hun- 
dred fmaller  engagements,  feveral  hundred 
places  befieged  and  defended ;  in  all  which 
it  is  computed  near  a  million  of  men  were 
deftroyed.    And  in  the  fingle  reign  of  his 

MOST    CHRISTIAN    MAJESTY    Lewis   XIV, 

befides  the  vaft  numbers  that  were  fent  to 
the  gallies,  that  periihed  by  famine  or  in  noi« 
fome  dungeons,  were  murdered  by  the  fword 
or  the  executioner,  it  is  reckoned  that  eight 
hundred  tboufand  perfons  were  driven  out 
of  the  kingdom  % 

But 
^  Hiftoty  of  Lexvis  3CJV,  Vol.  D.  p.  200  &  228, 
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But  their  catholic  uuycfties  of  Spain  feem 
to  have  gone  a  length  in  this  mofl:  ferviie 
obedience  to  the  pope,  and  in  religious  cru« 
elty,  beyond  any  other  chriftian  princes.  In*^ 
deed,  as  the  Spaniards  are  generally,  and  per- 
haps juftly  efteemed  the  moft  religious  na« 
tion,  according  to  a  too  common  fenfe  of  that 
expreflion,  in  Chriftendom ;  that  is,  in  truths 
the  moft  bigotted  and  fuperftitious  i  fo  they 
are  certainly  the  moft  crueL 

The  kings  oi  Spain  having  been  long  iincc 
determined  to  root  hereiy,  as  they  called 
every  opinion  not  confonant  to  the  dodrine 
of  the  Romijh  church,  out  of  their  dominions^ 
they  took  a  very  Laconic  and  efiedtual  method 
for  this  purpofe  -—  Either  the  Roman  Oi« 
tholic  religion  or  death.  This  method  has 
been  fo  effedlual,  that  there  is  not  now,  nei-^  - 
ther  hath  there  been  for  many  years,  any 
other  religion  than  the  popiih  profeiled  in 
the  Spanijh  dominions,  by  thofe  who  are  pro- 
perly fubjeds  of  Spain.  But  what  has  been 
the  confequence  of  thus  eftablifhing  a  gene- 
ral profeflioa  of  this  religion  in  thofe  coun-* 
tries?  The  apparent  confequence  has  been 
the  eflablilhing  ignorance,  bigotry,  fuperfti-^ 
tion,  and  poverty.  , 

When  Philip  III  refolvcd  to  forte  his 
fubjeds  in  the  JNetberlands  to  conform  uni* 
verfally  to  the  religion  oihL\%  Spanijh  fubjedls. 


1 


and  to  other  ecclefiaftical  efiabiiihmente'  ref-» 
ceived  ia  J^aWj  hefent  orders  for  tboTe  pur^ 
po&s  to  his .  gov6nK)rs :  but  fome  of  iheie 
either  feeing  the  ill  policy  of  perfteution^  or 
not  being  cruel  luioogb  to  proceed  (o  far  ift 
it  as  was  rtquifed  of  th6tti,  or  both^  tbtijr 
were  difpkctfd,  afld  the  duke  of  jiha  fent 
in  their  fte&di 

PHILIP  eottW  hotpbffibl^  have  found 
a  fitter  inftrumefrt '6f  hi&  criicltj  than  thfe 
ttiivt.  .''Aha  was  fo  fir  from  cntcrtaimng  the 
leaft  ^tptt  of  compaflkn  ftn*  hi3  felk)w*-crca^* 
ttireSi  -or  -feeHrig  any  ccmpuiiftion  for  inffifti* 
ing  Ihfe^'ffloft  extreme  miffcrirt  upcJii  tfatm^, 
that  he  -was  delighted  with  their  fiiffcthrgsi 
and  gloi^d  in  his  barbarities."  The  temper 
of  this  tyrant  Wai  fo-*reU  knbwh,  that  when 
be  was'fifft  appointfeyd  governor  of -the- :A?if- 
tberlatidi^  in  a  lew  days  above  an  hundred 
thotiifai>d  pcrfons  liafr  the  connfi'y,  and  with** 
drew  their  effeasj  *  afs*  %ht  ducbcft  of  Parmct^ 
his  prftdeceflbr,  'acquainted  the  k4*>g  of  ^pain 
by  letter.  And  during  his  adhiinfftratiotl 
abo^e  one  hundred  thoufand  fan^iliee  quitted 
thatUerrkory  *. 

Be  J?  ORE  the  arrival  of  jJk>d  Jn  hi^  go* 
vernment,  there  had,  upon  -txtrcwlt  provoca-* 
tiotis>  been  fome  excefles  committeid  in  feve« 

:ral 
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*    Ab-  of  B'randf^  Hiftory  of  the  Reformation  in  the 
ZjfWrCcuntrics^  p.  120. 
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rol  plaws  b^  thofc  of  tho^  rt:forme4\^rdiig|Qn. 
To  .fiUnlQi.th^  Mcufed,  it  w«8  thought  ndo^ir 
£u*y  to  obT^rvQ  a  fprm  of  jaftiipe,  ti^o!  thefub** 
ftance.was  ehtkely  negle^d:  for  tlHS \purr 
pofe  aiCQuri  of  judicature;  vyvi^  6redf34^  which 
the  governor  called, /^  cprM:eil  4^s  trwbfsi^  hut 
the  people,  much  more  properly^  k£anciil 
fangttinaire^  •  Jean  Vargas^  a  Spanyb  civilian , 
who  perfedly.  well  repre^ted  h|s  confti- 
tuent  j/ilva^h/dng  appointed  prefident.gf  tljiis 
court,  and  deiirous,  as.  is  evident,,  to  extend 
his  cruelty  as  far  as  poffible,  declared  his,  opi- 
nion ^n  this  h^  Ltatin.:  Hereticifraxeruvt 
iemplay  hofii  mbiljecerunt  4:ontray  '^^^Ai  .'^P^ 
patibulari."'  That  is,  "  The  here  tics,  have 
'^  demolilhed  the  churches^,  the  goodj^eople 
*^  did  nothi/jg  to.  prevent  it,  therefpre  they 
"ought  all  to  be  hanged  ".'* 

Upon  another  occafion,  an  accufed  perfon, 
who  had  neither  been  heardj  or  condemned 
by  the  judges,  was  iiet«ithclefs  executedi 
among  mdnf  bthcrJ,  as  if  he  had  teen  con- 
vided.  5bme  time  after-,  when  this  pooj; 
,man  wa&  ordered  to  be  rbrought  to  Jbk  tryal, 
it  was  then  found  not  only  thai  he  had.Ueen 
put  to  cteathy  but  that  he  was  ir^noccnt^of 
what  he  was  accufed  of  \     As  the  other 
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°»  Hifl.dei  Provinces  unieSypar  M^L^CUrc.T.L^*  14. 
*  In  the  year  1562  yohn  TerQnd^y  a  proteilant  tdyo- 
cate,  was  beheaded  at  Tholoufe  m  France^  ty  virtue  of  a  -J 
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judges  expreffed  a  forrow  for  this  unhapf^ 
accident,  Vargas  faid  to  them,  %'//  rien  de^ 
wient  fas  itrefdchez^  parce  que  NnmceHce  de 
cet  btmrneferoit  avantageufe  hjon  ame.  That 
is,  "  They  needed  not  to  be  forry,  becaufe 
*^  the  innocence  of  that  man  would  be  pro^ 
"  fitable  to  his  foul  V 
•  A  N  OTH  E  R  member  of  this  council,  yams 
Hejfels^  was  generally  afleep  during  the  tr3ral 
of  the  accufed  heretics,  and  when  he  Was 
awaked  to  give  his  vote  on  a  fubje£);  of  no 
lefs  concern  than  a  man's  life,  he  ufed  to  rub 
his  eyes,  and  cry  out,  ad  patibulum^  ad  fd^ 
tibuium :  that  is,  "  To  the  gallows,  to  the 
^*  gallows." 

Such  were  the  judiciary  proceedings  of 
fome  oi  Alva's  fubftitutcs :  as  to  himfelf,  he 
generally  proceeded  againfl  heretics,  and  all 

wha 

fentence  of  the  parliament,  tho'.  he  was  not  found  guiltf . 
Here  follows  the  fentence  pronounced  againft  him:  '^  Mr. 
*'  Teronde^  the  court  .does  not  find  you  guilty  in 
**  THE  LEAST :  however,  being  very  well  informed  of  your 
**  inward  thoughts,  (di  tinterieur  de  vojire  confcience) 
^*  and  that  you  would  have  been  vtry  well  pleafed  if 
^^  thofe  of  your  wretched  and  reprobate  religion  had  ob- 
5<  tained  the  vi£bry,  (and  indeed  you  have  always  h^ 
^*  voured  them)  they  have  condemned  you  to  be  be« 
*<  headed,  and  have  confifcated  your  eftate  without  any 
•*  exception."  Hijloire eccUJiaflique  des  Eglifes  reformee9 
au  Royaume  de  France,  i^c.  Tom.  III.  1.  10.  p.  33,  34. 
®  Hiftgirf^  utfupra^  par  M*  Le  CUrc^  Tom*  I.  kb.  2* 
p.  2  J. 


wb#  oppofcd  bim,  in  a  very  fumoiary,  arr 
bitrary,  and  cruel  Way.  Ila  caufad  many  tp 
be  hanged,  beheaded)  and  burbc  alive :  foixie 
wera  faftcncd  to  the  tails  of  horfes^  theij- 
fa^4s  tied  behind  their  backs,  and  drawn 
thus  to  the  place  6f  execution  ^ :  others  were 
nftened  by  the  hands  and  feet  to  four  horfes, 
and  torn  afimder  \  In  iborti  this  barbaibus 
wretch  himfelf  braggedi  thati  beiides  theft 
killed  in  the 'field,  he  had  put  to  death  eigh^* 
fe^n  thou&n4.by  the  hand  of  the  common 
execttdaner  '^  athong  the(e  were  the  counts 
^mout  ^d  Horn  \  the  barons  of  Batenburg^ 
(U^df  tmtny.  other^  of  the  jjrincipal  nobility ) 
particularly  a  lady  of  eighty««four  yeafS  of 
age^  who  being  very  rich,  iaid  upon  the 
fcafFold,  The  calf  k  £it,  it  muft  therefore  bq 
gulfed.'  ^,    /   -  . 

, .  Tff  u  s  dutifully  hath  the  holy  father,  thq 
pppe^  been  obeyed  and  ferved  by  fome  of  his 
{qqs  and  daughters !  And  fuch  have  beer\ 
th^  cr^eltjes  exefdied  by  chriflians  on  one 
another  I   ]H(ad  not  ^  noble  auihor  reafoi^ 

^'■¥^  m/Mfe  des'PriMf^  untes^  far M.  te  Ckrcy  p.  t  ei 

•  Thefe  two  noblemen  were  Roman  C^tholis^^  VmI 
d||efr  only  crime  was  that  of  being  for  a  toleration,  of 
tli^.  rcfo^m«d  jfeligion,  and  not  of)gQfi^.^t  wtb  jfi^/^ifnt 
vibtehce/   ^  •-  .  ■  -  '  .',','/        /  u  ->.  J 
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—  Though  the  chrtftians  gofpett  with  them  Be 
BfteenCd  the  joyful  embajfie  of  peace ; 
Tet  he  that  doth  pretend  fupremacy 
Upon  their  churchy  lets  not  contention  ceafe^ 
But  with  opinitmsjlirres  up  kif^s  to  warre^ 
And  names  them  martyrs^  that  his  furies  are\ 

But  neither  the  making  of  iangoinary 
laws  to  punifh  men  for  their  religioas  opi-  ^ 
nions,  nor  perfecuting  numbers  by  thofe  laws 
even  to  death,  nor  the  daughter  made  of  ftiU 
greater  numbers  by  outrageous  and  bloody 
wars,  could  iatiate  the  cruelty  of  fome  rdi- 
gious  mifcreants.  —  They  muft  proceed  to 
mailacres,  and  facrifice  at  once  many  heca*- 
t<Hnbs  of  their  fellow-creatures  and  fcllow- 
chriflians  to  their  religious  fury. 

Among  others,  the  maflacres  of  Ireland 
and  France  will  remain  lafting  monuments 
of  religious  rage  and  craelty.  In  that  of  j&r- 
land  there  were,  according  to  a  computation 
made  by  the  priefts  themfelves,  who  were 
prefent  at,  and  principal  a&ors  in  that  dread- 
ful tragedy,  one  hundred  and  fifty-four  thou« 
fand  protedants,  men,  women,  and  chil* 
dren,  murdered^  and  many  .of  them  with 
the  moft  (hocking  circumftances  of  inhuman 
barharity\ 

•*  Ldfd  -Bi^^^/b-s  works,  p.  73,       *-    »  Rujbwsrth^^ 

CoUc&wnsj  Vol  V,  p.  3SS* , 
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If  the  mafiacre  ia  France^  commonly 
called  of  Faris^  becaufe  it  began  there,  fell 
fomewhat  (bort  of  that  in  Ireland  refpeding 
number^/  it  feems  in  feveral  refpeds  to  havd 
gone  beyond  that  and  mcft  others.    This 
did  not  take  its  rife  from  a  fudden  tumultuous 
infurredion  of  the  mob,  as  fuch  violent  ont-^ 
rages  havfc  often  done,  but  was  deliberately 
concerted  long  before  it  was  executed ;  and 
the  principal  contrivers  were  no  lefs  perfons 
than  the  king  of  France^  Charles  IX,  the 
queen  mother,  Catharine  oiMedicis^  the  duke 
of  AnjoUy  (afterwards  Henry  III)  the  cardinal 
of  Lorraine^  the  duke  of  Guifey  and  the  count 
of  Retii;.    King  Charles  at  the'  time  of  this 
maflacre  was  but  22  years  of  age,  and  the 
duke  of  Anjmhis  younger  brother :  may  it 
not  be  juftly  (aid,  that  they  were  mature  iA 
religious  cruelty  in  their  tender  years  ?  The 
Qtmoft  arti&:e,  and  the  deeped  diflimulation^ 
were  put  in  practice  to  draw  the  queen  ""  and 
prince  of  Navarre^  (afterwards  Henry  IV) 
the  prince  of  Qmd^,  the  admiral  Coligny,  and 
all  the  other  principal  proteflants  in  France 
to  Paris.  For  this  purpofe,  a  match  between 
the  prince  of  Navarre  and  the -king's  fifttff 
was  propofed'  by  the  king,  and  an  expedition 
againft  the  Spanijh  Netherlands  pretended^ 

N  2  in 
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''-HThe  queen  o(  Navarre  foon  aifte?  hdr  arrival  at 
Parh  vrsLS poifonci.  ..    -  ^ 


]Q  wl^h  ^^  ada^^lral  w«$  to  lepmitiandi:  in 
chvfj,  and  ^U  the  prOteftaiit  e^ui^s  iWCEH  In 
be  ^n^ployf^  undqr  hicB* .  Tb(f  oxpodilioii 
wjis  fi  Rierc  pretence,  w>d  n^yff  =  t©oJt  «flfea:| 
^pt  the  .match  ^jd.    Ar4  ^e  iJ«th  d«y  sftw 

^he  msurriagc,  being  S^v  MfttkhWK'f  ikyi  i© 
the  P?ifift  qf  the  inxptial  fcftiy|ty  :»ftd  rf^oie^ 
ing«jitiiis  n^oft  borri^  im&^T^  bigw^.tThejn 
fve^e,,  %«  D'Aoik  \  fcSled  in  th4  «ty  (of 
jPtfr/i)  that  day  and  th?  n^j?!  sbQye;  ten  thoa-r 
ianfd  perfons,  whereof  more  than  five  huiH 
^red  vm'O  barons,  knights,  apd  gentienwqy 
yirhp  h^d  held  di$  chkf  e«)ploymti^ts  in  .tho 
war>  and  were  npy ,  pqrpirfeljf .  ijaet  togethf^P 
from  all  part*  tpbQBQHF.lhtking^f  iNkwrr^'* 
marriage.  Perefocn^  aFchbiiho|>  pf.  .P«r^ 
%8  ifi;  his  hiftpry  of  Ihnry  the  greats  that 
throughout  aU  ^^-tQwns  of  tM  kihgdow, 
^fto-  the  exanEipIe  q£  P^ri^  neat  on^  hundred 
thpufand  ^ere  Qiurdf  pfid. ;  *»4  tfeQ^.a  JR««a« 
C^tjhoHe  tg^p»  he :  thm  exprei&s^  hnifeif  oa 

ji^fiki/i  ofi  &  qui  li'^urat  s^Ufla^aBimyja^ 
Wtki*'4e.pareilk*  i.  ? .  "  Execrable  afluonj 
!^:whjcilt.loeyftr.^Ya&,  and  wc  may  .hope  in 
V  Gq4  ?never  wiEibe  e()ualkd."iwBiijL  tlMugh 
va^JS^nwi  CdthoUc  thustcondtdios  and  h^ 
lhentS;tW  horrid  t£&ion,  and  ho:  doubt  but 
i :  r.  ".  fonae 

*  jytiftory  of  Ac.dyil  wa»;cif  Frm^^^-^f .ff^ 
y  Page  JO. 
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^me:Qtbera  did  the  lame  ^s  yet  the  icings 
tha  qtiaert^-^iothef,  and  the  other  perpetratpri 
QSiii^'.0HiAt^d  ami  ^Icfpied  in  their  wicked-r 
xfoAi.M^  the  pope  and  cardinak  beftowed; 
th«  iy^)tft  i9neeaiiuqi&  upcfn  this  ootr%e  c£ 
dWine  an^  human  laiws^   - 

T .»  s  4^cdB's  (naids  of  honour^  as  void  c£ 
modefiy  »  potipaffiofVi,  delighted  themfelvea 
with  (berfi|;ht  qC  the  ofiangled  bodies  of  the 

N:  J  poop 

^  Kp^iftittff  ^ver  i  ibmaft1c»blfe  inftance  of  M.  M^nt^ 
i««mm,.gQi^epv}f  otA^er^^,  esqprefling  His  aibJiQrrcncp 
of  thjsrmo^  iphuman  madacr^. .  Orders  being  ferit  from 
c^ft'titiftf  ^V^rriors  'of  ajf ' A6^pfK)vmcrt  W  /Vwft^>  ^ 
dM<Ffild'f^o(6nantty  Ais^drthy>  gentlemart  ini6bi  (6 
thier  im^  the'Mhrarin^  lctt{Qr»  miii^,  a$  mj  ai^thpr  fajps^ 
vrd)  (fereFYe;»;t9  l)np  tranfinkted  to  pofterity.       ^  ^ . ,   ; 

,  ••      2yi«lb»  ■    '■i»-v  •■         ♦  ..    .  '    .  *       ■# 

.  <f  I  faavejf Reived  an  oflj^r  under  your  m^cfty's  (eal 
Vto  put  tp  death  all  the  pfoteflants  in  iny  province.    I 

*^  havi^  fob  nAich  lefpear  for  yb^  majcfty  ttot  to  bcKevA* 

cfie  kttec  Ts  Rn^  s  hut  if  ^idi  G6d  f6i4^):vthfc  oft 

^der  ia  really  yours,  I  harye  tee  much  refpe^{for  jour 

« Majcfty  to  obey  it."  ;      ,         , 

,  The  £M»e  author  %s, .  tM  the  king,  obirryio^'from 
the  window  of  his  palace, at  Pdris^  that,  ibme  pooir 
wretcbes  were  fwimmihg  ovifr  the  river  to  dlb  Fawiikiurg 
St.  Genkmfi  to  fave  their  Bve^  (it  b^&ys  Fdbmn^  almoft 
incredible^  but  too  true)  he  fired  upon  diem  with  a  cara- 
bine :  and  I  have  fomewhere  .  elfe  read,  killed  feveral. 
Some  piieft.^  holding  a  crucifix  in  one  hand,  and  a  fword 
in  the  other,  ran  at  the  head  of  the  murderers,  and  encou- 
ra^  them,  in  the  name  of  God,  to  fpare  neither  reliN 
tbns  nor  friends.  The  Hiftpry  of  die  civil  wars  of 
France^  p#  io,  IJ,  12,  XJ. 
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poor  flaughtered  proteftants,  and  in  the  midft* 
of  this  horrible  carnage,  carried  their  abomi« 
nable  curiofity  fo  far,  that  decency  forbids  me 
to  relate  it.  The  queen  herfelf  eiKX>uraged 
/  the  ai&flins,  and  inadc  fport  at  the  dying 
groans  of  the  murdered.  Brantome  nevcr-^ 
thelefs  fpeaks  greatly  in  praife  ci  this  queen's 
^  religion:  ^^  She  was,"  fays  he,  "  a  good 
"  chriftian,  very  devout,  vrcnt  often  to  con- 
"  feffion,  and  never  miffed  divine  fervice, 
"  morning  or  evening.**  This  is  indeed  no 
uncommon  charter  ^  for  there  are  ipany  in* 
jdani;^  to  be  met  with,  of  perfpps  beipg  vefy 
punctual  in  their:  devotions,  and  extremely 
jsealous  for  what  is  commonly  called  religion^' 
and  yet  at  the  fame  time  moft  enormoufly 
wicked,  and  particularly  moft  cruel  perfecu- 
tors,  Shoula  this  proteftant  pouptry  of  ours 
ever  fall  again  under  the  dominion  of  popifb 
fiery  zjealots,  what  a  fpene  of  ilavery,  defola-* 
tion,  daughter,  and  de(lrui3:ion,  would  it 
bepooiej 

But  to  proceed  with  our  narrative..  The 
^Jng,  in  his  Jc jter  to  the  pope  on  occafion  of 
this  maflacre,  exultipgly  writfS,  tb^t  njor? 
heretics  had  been  deftroyed  in  that  one  day, 
jthan  in  all  the  twelve  years  of  the  war  •.  In 
pratife  there  were  medals  ftruck,  with  4^- 
yiges  and  rpottos,  ^o  cel^tr^tc  tjie  vadipii:,  ami 

'     perpetuate 
!^  flj/f^jre  de  Fraiicc,  an,  I'^x'. 
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perpetuate  the  remembrance  of  it.    At  Rome, 
no  fooner  was  the  acceptable  news  of  this 
diabolical  exploit  arrived,  than  a  procefiion 
was  immediately  ordered  to  ofibr  up  folemn 
thanks  to  God  for  fo  great  a  blefiing  to  the 
fee  of  Rome  and  the  catholic  church.    A 
few  da3rs  after  another  proceffion  was  made 
by  the  pope  and  cardinals,  and  then  the  pope 
granted  a  jubilee  to  all  Chriftendom;  one  of 
the  reafbns  affigned  for  which  was,  that  they 
fliould  thank  God  for  the  daughter  of  the^ 
enemies  of  the  church,  lately  executed  in 
France.    A  third  proceifion  was  procured  by 
the  cardinal  oiLorrainey  (one  of  the  firft  con« 
trivors  of  this  inhuman  h&)  in  which  aflifted 
all  the  clergy,  the  ambafladors,  cardinals, 
and  the  pope  himfelf :  the  cardinal  celebrated 
mafs,   and,  in  the  king  of  France*s  name, 
thanked  the  pope  and  cardinals  for  their  good 
counfels,  the  help  they  had  given  him,  and. 
the  aififlance  he  received  from  their  prayers^ 
of  which  he  found  moil  wonderful  effects.. 
After  this  the  pope  fent  his  legate,  cardinal- 
Urfin^  in  all  hafte  to  France^  to  thank  the 
king  for  fo  great  a  fcrvice  done  to  the  church,^ 
and  to  defire  him. to  go  on,  and  extirpate 
herefy  root  and  branch,  that  it  might  never  • 
grow -again.     How 'mad  were  ^hcfe  people 
withi' religious  rage  jand.  cruelty  J;  and  how  ^ 
did  they  thirft  after  protrftanit  blopd  I  - 


/  By  the  pope  returning  thanks  to  the  ktog 
e£  France  for  this  moft  barbarous  and  crud 
flaughter  of  hb  chriiViari  iiifaje^^,  and  exhortn 
ing  him  to  go  oo  and  extirpate  hcrefy  root 
and  branch,  tihat  it  might  ncMcSr  grow  figakl^ 
it  is  evident  that  the  total  deftrudton  of)  hcrt 
reticS)  as  well  as  herefy^  waa  intended  by  bit 
hqtinefs:  bat  whether  be  deiigned  that  this 
pious  WQck(hould  be  conapletcd  by  another 
ma&crex>f.thafe  heretics  who  bad  cfcaped 
tibe:  formarj  :ar  %  it^eftabi&fl^g  the  inqoifi« 
don  in  FfOnd^^^'OT  by  both^  .it  not  eqaaltji^ 
cteah    Moft  probably  by  bbth'r  for  as  iiq<« 
tMitg  <:ould 'fa  Ipeedily  and  effedtualiy  rooC 
dot-  herefy  at  that  time  as  another  maflaerey 
fp  no  mean$  were  equally iprqper  to  prevent, 
its  being  recanted  as  the  inqnifition. 
.  Op  all  the  methods  of  perfecution  and  ro^. 
ligfons  ctiidty  already  mentioned    in  this: 
fiflay,  dp  indeed  among  all  the  means  ever  in^* 
vented  or  pradifed  by  thoie  called  chriflians^ 
to  defbr  men,   as  much  as  pbfHble,   Irom 
thinking,  believing,  profcffing,  and  acting 
in  religious  matters  according  to  their  con- 
fcienccf!,  this  of  the  inquifitlon  has^  ever  fince 
its  firft  inflitution,  been  defcrvfedly  efleemed 
the  moft  efftftual.    ' 

I^KRSECUTioN  by  halves/ m  which  comr 
paffion'  or  lfcn»ty  have  any  Ihare,  inftead  of 
rooting  up  -a  religion)  generally  caufes  it  ta 

2  ^ouuft\\ 


^(MKI^  :  bttt  ifi  Aot  th«  Ifis^  weak;qeft  of  dtb 
kia^  eTCf  appcsRs  pr  M  «mrQir«4  tn  tbf  i»ch 
WQ^gfi  of  the  inqttifi!ti<^,  this  holy  ofike  It 
ibftcaferie  admirably  ^11  a^^pted  to.  de^()ji 
)Mur<^y  iiQot '  a^d  hrapch.  -^^  {complete  m 
^ag\f^  pf  rjBligioM  aue|ty  maftaot  pais 
ottt  0.  i]M:t  apcQiuit  being  giv^  Q^  iu 


•  •     ■  • 


» 

i  :      S  EC  T  I  6  N    iXw        0 

TILL  the  beginniag  of  tbc.  Uurte«Mt|i 
century,  .  die  making  oi  law$  .*<li 
edi<l$  iJDr  ftippfeffipg  h^r^fy  afid  facr^ ti|(» 
V9$  If  ft  alinpft  entirely  to  fecqUr  prii}q«s/ 
and  the,e;(epujtt<Mi  of  them  p^i^pipally  coRirr 
QHtted  tQ  fiivil  magiftratesawj  IwiO^  ?t|t, 
about  tbe  year  pf  e^rj/^  y29^,.long  befpn^ 
^  tim^  of  the.  ipaflkre^;  ^vc^mefitipned|[ 
Hope  Jnflccent  iu^  taking;  nojtkc  thpi  great 
i^umbers  of  ^ereticS;  appe«red,r*cfpecially  m^ 
and  about  Tboloufe  in  France}  and  that  -h/eri, 
rcfy^  even  the  very  worft  kind  of  it,  that  of 
oppoiing  the  pope's  power^  greatly  prevailed;  * 
he  perceived  plainly  v^hat  thefe  evils|,  as.hc^l 
called  them^  proceeded  fropi.  Secular  p^ioceSf 

were  fometimes  prevented  ^  ^^1^  !?y  S^^;  P9^ . 
%y  qr  hum^nity^  6x)m  weakening  tbcjir  49^> 
mmions,  by  banUhing  or  deftroyipg;  JnaQg  ^^ 
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the  beft  and  moft  ufeful  of  their  fubje£ts ; 
civit  magiftrates  were  not  always  willing  to 
exert  their  pbWeir'to  the  ckmage  or  deftrudion 
of  their  neighbours  and  fellow-chriftians : 
even  fome  of  the  bilhope  fcriipled  to  go  fuch 
kngths  in  punifiiing  heretics,  and  to  make 
fuch  flaugbter  of  their  flocks^  as  were  thought 
neceflary  for  the  entire  fuppreffion  of  herefy. 
Inftiort,  the  pope  finding  that  the  work  of  the 
Lord>  as  he  impioufly  ftyled  perfecution,  was 
by  thefe  perfons  cafried  on  lukewarmly,  he 
confulted  with  the  abbot  of  Cijieauxy  and 
Ihminfc  a  Spamfh  monk,  (afterwards  St.  1>- 
minic)  what  meafures  were  moft  proper  to 
put  an  efFcdual  ftop  to  fo  growing  an  evil.  • 
«  By  this  triumvirate  (the  pope  and  his  two 
counfellors)  it  was  rcfolved,  that  the  bufinefs 
of  periecntion  ihduld  be  taken  out  of  the^ 
hands  of  laymen/  and  all  thofe  who  had  be- 
kaVed  fo  coolly  m  it;  and  for  the  future  be' 
xban^ged  only  trf' fuch  ecclefiaftlcs,  as  would- 
atH  with  the  moft  fervent  zeal  in  fo  pious  an* 
emplojrment. 

For  this  purpofe  inquilitors  were  ap-  • 
pointed,  of  whom  Dominic^  one  of  the  moft 
violent  and  btobdy  wretches,  even  among 
thofe  called  faints^  ever  known,  was  the  firft  - 
and  the  chiief:  and  the  order  of  Dominican 
firiirs,  inftitutfcd  by  him^^havc  ever  fince  been 
bis  worthy  fucce0brs,     .      - 


wi  ■  J 
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Soo^  after  the  appoint^nt  -  of  tfaele  iii^ 
quifitors^  the  tribunal  of  the  inqtuiitibn  was 
fet  up  and  eftablifhed;    By  this  means  per* 
£bcution  was  formed  into,  a  much  inorc  re-^ 
gular  fyftem  tfaan-J^cntofore.    In  a  little' 
time  l^ge  edifices,  iblaly;for  the  ufe  of  the 
holy  office,  called  alfo  .holy  houfes,  were 
eredsed,  in  which  ibtely  apartments,  for  the 
moil:  reverend  .the   lords  inquifitors,  and 
frightful  dungeons  and  other  places^  of  tor^ 
ment  for  the  poor  'miferahle  prifoners»  <  were 
prepared    The  \yrhole:  college  of  cafdinals* 
are  inquifitors  general ;  under  whom  are  de* 
legates  appointed,  who  conflantlyj  i!efide  ia; 
the  houfes ;  to  thefe  are  added,  aljt  n^Qeiiary 
officers,  among  whom  we  may  be  futre  that* 
goalers,  tbrmentprs,  and  executioners  ari6.  not 
forgotten.  There  are  alfo  ^miliars  appointed^ 
who  are  authorized  to  bear  arms,  whenever 
neceilary,  in  defence  of  the  inquifitors  and  all . 
employed  by  them,,  and  take  an  oath  fo  to 
do,  at  the  hazard  of  their  lives. 
-But  this  is  not  their  only  bufinefs,;- '  they 
are  alfo  both  bailififs  and  informer's  to  the 
ho)y  tiribunai  ^and  as. mean  as  the  one  office, 
and  as  ioiamops  as  the .  other  is  generally 
efieemed  in  other  cafes,  yet  in  the  iervice  of 
the  iuquifition  thefe  are.  reckoned  (o  honour- 
^blCi  that  the  grandees  ^nd  nioft  confiderable 

people, 
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pcopldf  nay  >  even  priooev  ^fc  Govetoas  shcIn 
proodrof  t^  cmplQjdttAts.. 

-  TiiJDi'xatholics  idgericral^  whorb  the  id^^ 
qtiifibcnisiecicived/  arciftriAly  commanded^ 
to  isdoxta:6:izt.Gaiutivt£liwih  tcasioi  tbdre* 
cagnijabk  as  come  to  tlicir  Jknowledgeiy  faioiab 
cipeciaUy  JKrefies;  yet  the  fnditiar?  art  ciitMi 
paaticblaiiy  engaged  taottke  k  their  b^iiklftft;) 
Thos  (is^tflis;  inquifitotiaLiinoiifteriurnid^i 
wkb  more  ey^  chai^  J^gus^  to  ^kcep  a  Arid; 
and  cooftant  wqtch- over  the  dodriDoS'Of  :tbe 
chordiy  MHbich  are^thc  crae  iotrcUx^  m 
txniwMj  and  wkb  mone  bands  th^  JK/Mtr^n^- 
todcafendi  tl}iB»i.- 

yB£^&i&l^'«tt  thU  apparatus  of  thanga  a»i 
pttibnfi^Aiccflary  lor  oairying  oi>  tbeinftciHGtui 
alid:  btoody  Widrk^  eif  pinrftcution,  to  fetvere  tim 
cliopciiM^igfunft  hei?efy  and  he(Miois>  .thtt  hpciyt 
ttsbumtr^ig  invcfted  wicha  povrier  fa  unliiiir 
miled^':  ekat  •  wherever  k .  i&  eftabliihcd,  alb 
ixanfcii^  not  excepting  princesii  king9^.  and 
emperorSj  are  •  fubjedUd  to  k&  *  jttidfdididoo;^ 
B^  k  ni^any  of  thefe  haive  be^a  nuKktito  tvem- 
bk)  feveml  have  been  moft  feverely  and  ignopt; 
roinibady  pnnifhedy  and  fome  dethroned  and 
driven  wjt  of  their  domiaions^  as  hath  been, 
already  mentioned,     c-  -  u 

-  £.Qjp'AL  to  the  power  of  this  court;  are  iter 
rapacioufiasfs^  injufUcCj  and  crneity;  :.; 


*•      i  X 


\  When 


WRBit  aniKGDicd  perfoiiii&iiranjgliifiiM^ 
tfao  inqitifitftpt!^  the  firfli'thing . is . td ikip  him 
of  all  be  tM^boui  lum^  erenJiifi^vcry  clotctet 
nssXk^  he  is  ftridLy  exaonined  idijA  jeflate  or 

Med .  fif  1  and  to  iDdiide.bim  to  Make  a  fiitt 
di(c0vefy  of  thefe/  he  ig  folemhiy 'prOMliled^ 
Aitall  Oiall  be  removed  to  him  when^h*  go^ 
dit^yf  the  hotxfSy  if.ik'k  fyaniSiitM^ 
but  thk  prbmife  is  wry  rarelyi^  if  et«^  keptj^ 
e(po^l^  if  the  prifotier  be  Hc&  r€op}»  is  ol^ 
nioft  osfdifikult  ier  jt^rich  man  lo"be  diH 
chargecjl  out  of  the  imjnifitioa,.  and  dedorel 
innocent^  as  for  a  camel  to  pafs  tfaroiigh  tht 
eye  of  a  mcdl^  .  If  ;fatr  ineaiis  ind  promifcs 
4e>.  not  effe^  tfae.diicbvery  to  the  fatisfa^tiod 
of  ihe  inquifitbrs,  then  threatnin^  and  toii 
tures  ar«<  made  ufe.  of  for  thar.  pilrpofe» 
When' fciy  thefts  or  any  oikher  methods,  the 
inquificors^belfieve  they  have  obtained  a  fixii 
accQunt  of  the  .  priCbner'a  effedta^  they  fre^ 
queotiy.  proceed  to  an  immediate,  and  public 
fale  of  them ;  having,  as  Mr.  Dillon  in  his 
account  of  the  iaquifition  1ky%^  preckttr^ 
mined  that  they  liever  (hall be  reftored.'  '•'• 
So  great  h; the  injuftice  of  this  juditalbrey 
that  perlbns  are^quently  confined  Ibr  many 
mooth&t  before  they  have  an^y  kn&wledg^ 
what  they  ^e  accufed  ^;  and  inftead  of  bd* 
ing*  infofmed^of  this,  they  ajMf  '4tittko^te4 
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by  the  coart,  if  they  themfelves  know  the 
caufe  of  their  imprifonoient :  if  they  do  not^ 
as  is  oftentimes  the  cafe,  and  declare  they 
cannot  tell,  they  are  admoniihed  to  recdled: 
what  offences,  cognifiible  by  the  hcdy  office; 
they  have  committed ;  and  are  conjured  by 
the  bowels  of  the  mercy  of  the  Lord  Jefin 
Cbriji  (this  is  theufnil  exprefilon)  to  confefs 
them  readily  and  fully,  as  the  only  means  to 
iave  their .  lives  and  gain  their  liberties.  If 
fay  thefe  methods  no  confeflion  or  fe|f*-accu* 
£ition  can  be  obtained,  then  threatnings  and 
tortures,  as  in  the  former  cafe,  are  applied  to 
extort  them.  When  thefe  are  tried  without 
effed,  as  is  fometimes  the  cafe,  then  perhaps 
the  prifoner  is  informed  of  fome  part  of  what 
he  has  been  charged  with,  in  hopes  of  mak- 
ing a  further  difcovery;  but  cannot  come  to 
the  knowledge  who  his  accufers  are,  neither 
are  they  ever  confronted  with  him.  By  this 
means  it  hath  frequently  happened,  as  it 
nieds  muft,  that  many  perfons  entirely  inno- 
cent of  what  has  been  alledged  againft  them, 
have  been  moft  unjuftly  and  cruelly  puniihed, 
and  oftentimes  even  with  death. 

A  FURTHER  inftance  of  the  injuftice  of 
this  tribunal  is,  that  the  moft  infamous  per- 
fons are  admitted  by  it  as  witnefTes;  even 
thoie  who  have  been  convicted,  of /peijury 
Jbefc^re  this  court  itfelf  are.  not  refiifed.  ::Nay^ 

fuch 
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fuch  is  the  injuftice.  as  well  as  cruelty  of  the 
Inquiiition;  that  hufbands  are  not  Only.^d^ 
mitted^  but  commanded  by  i^  in  cafe  of  he* 
refy,  to  inform  and  bear  witneis  againil:  their 
wives;  wives  againft  their  huibai^ s  parents 
againft  children ;  and  children  againft  pa?^ 
rents:  and  to  induce  the  former  fq  to  doj^  the 
forfeited  eilates  and  effe(Sts  of  their  parenits^ 
or  a  part  of  them,  are  many  times,  promiieii 
to  the  children  on  the  parents.  conviAicMi* 
Thus  is  parricide  encouraged,  and  chaldrea 
even  bribed  to  be  the  means  of  their  pardnts 
being  many  times  put  to  an  extieme  crael  deaths 
By  this  it  is  plain,  that  the  moft  atrocioos 
and  unnatural  crimes,  if  committed  for  tiie 
fer vice  of  the  church,  lofe  their  nature,  are 
immediately  fandtified,  and  become  neceffaiy 
duties  and  meritorious  actions. 

Th£  cruelties  of  this  holy  tribunal,  as  k 
is  impudently  and  impioufly  called,  are  in^ 
deed  terrible  and  aftonifhing :  many  of  them 
have  undoubtedly  been  concealed  from  the 
knowledge  of  the  public;  but  it  would  re« 
quire  volumes  to  give  an  ample  relation  <£ 
filch  as  are  come  to  light:  volumes  haw 
indeed  been  written  oa  the  fubjed: ;  fome  byt 
the  fuflferers  thcmfelves,  who*  were  fo  happy 
as  to  obtain  their  deliverance*  In  this  (host 
Eflay. nothing xnore  will  be  attempted,  than 
to  give  feme  idea,  of  £b..cQmplets.a  mafteiii 


pece  of  religious  vitlaiDy  and  croeky,  and 
that  chiefly  for  the  fake  o£  thofe  of  my 
readers  who  may  not  have  met  with  othflf 
accounts  s  partiGularly  Limhrcb*s  Hiftory  of 
the  Inqoifition^  or  Mr.  Chandler's  tranOatioa 
ef  itj  from  whence  what  has  been  already 
mentioned,  as  well  as  what  follows  on  this 
fobbed,  refpeding  fads,  is  principally  takeni 
tho'  fome  origiqal  hiftories  have  alfo  been 
Qonfolted  and  made  ofe  of. 

When  an.MCufed  perfon  is  arreted  by 
order  of  the  inquifitton,  he  is  pot  into  a  fmall 
dark  dungeon,  and  there  confined,  fometimea 
for  many  years,  and,  generally  fpeaking, 
alone;  no  companion>  not  fo  much  as  a  book^ 
even  a  religioug^one,  or  indeed  any  thing  elfe, 
is  allowed  to  alleviate  his  affliction,  which  on 
the  contrary  is  ftudioufly  aggravated  by  every 
imaginable  circumftance.  A  moil  profound 
fiience  is  fhridly  commanded  throughout 
this  region  of  mifery.  If  a  prifoner  fays  bis 
praters  in  a  loud  voice,  or  bemoans  himfelf 
ib  as  to  be  heard,  nay.  if  he  makes  any  noifty 
tho'  involuntary,  the  jaylor  admonifhes  him 
In  forbear;  if  he  repeats  it,  he  is  beat  without 
mercy.  A  prifoner  being  troubled  with  a 
cough,  was  ordered  by  one  of  the  ke^rs^to 
tefrain  coughing :  the  poor  man  replied,  it 
was  impoffible:  upon  whkii'he  vros  fo  bead 
thai  he:  cHed  binder,  the  blows.  i  -     ;^ 

rr.  ^  But 
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. '  Bijf  T  ial&ough  fo  ilri£b'and  clofe  a  confine- 
ment in  fuch.difmal  places,  with:  the.  many 
naelapQltoJjr  apd  affliflung  circumftances  at- 
tending it,  is  of  itfclf  a  yefy  fexere  puniih-r 
ment/^nd  oftentimes  caufes  fome  df  thg.ccHi* 
^ed.perfons  to  go  mad  ;.deAroys; others,  .or 
puts  them  upon  deftroying  themfelves  \i  yet 
this'is  copimonly  but^  fmali  part  of  the  mi- 
ferji^s  that  moft  of  the  ppor  wretches  endure^ 
who  fall  into  (he  javfs  ofthis  hQrridmonft6r» 
the  inquifition. 

;,  Torments,  the  (harpeft  and  mofl  inge- 
nioufly  cruel  that  even  inquifitors  can  invent, 
are  /freqijently  inflicted  upon-  the  .miferablc 
yidtkns  of; their  barbarity.  •  The  principal 
defign  oiF-  thefe  tortures  is  to  force  the  pri-. 
foners  to  accufe. themfelves  or  others:  and 
they -often  produce  falfe  charges  againfl:  both. 
.  Certain  women  in  JR^«^(?r5,  about  the 
year  1460,  when  the  inquifition  raged  there, 
being  accuied  of  witchcraft  and  holding  per- 
fonal  conferences  with  the  devil,  denied  on 
their  examination  the  truth  of  the  charge : 
hut  being  put  to  the  rack,  they  confefled  all 
tibey  were  accufed  of,  and  particularly,  that 

O  the 

.  ^  Mr.  Dillon^  an  ingenious  French  gentleman,  and  a 
zealous  Rjoman  Catholic,  who  was  near  four  years  a  fuf* 
ferer  in  the  inquifition,  declares  that  he  became  almoft 
mad,  and  three  times  attempted  to  take  away  his  own 
life.     See  A  Relation  of  the  Inquifition  at  Goa^  written 

\fy  Imaklfi  chapters  20  &  21. 
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die  de^l  had  carnal  Icnowlcdge  of  their  t>o« 
dies  t  this  they  again  denied  when  led  to  exe- 
cution,  as  well  ttity  might,  the  i^s  being 
abfolutely  impO0ible^  alledging  that  the  con« 
fcifion  had  been  extorted  from  them  by  the 
torture:  they  wera  nev^rthelefs  horned  to 
death. 

I N  die  kiquifition  no  means  are  omitted 
to  terrify  the  poor  unhappy  pretended  cri- 
minals, and  aggra?ate  their  mifery.  The 
place  of  torture  is  generally  an  under-ground 
and  very  dark  room,  hung  with  black,  and 
enlightened  with  candles.  The  executioner, 
dreifed  in  Mack,  and  looking  like  a  very 
devil,  rnakes  his  appearance  to  the  priibner, 
and  fliews  him  the  inftpuments  of  torture. 
The  fufferers,  whether  men  or  women,  with- 
out any  regard  to  decency,  humani^i  or  ho- 
nour^ even  the  moil  virtuous  and  chafte  ma-* 
trons  and  virgins,  are  firipped  ftark  naked  ; 
after  which  a  thin  linen  garment,  drawn  very 
clofe  to  their  bodies,  is  put  on  them,  or  fome- 
times  only  a  pair  of  linen  drawers. 

The  methods  of  torture  are  various,  nu^ 
merous,  and  truly  diabolical :  a  few  of  them 
only  fhali  be  here  mentioned.  One  is  thus  per- 
formed :  The  prifoner  hath  his  hands  bound 
behind  his  back,  and  weights  tied  to  his  feet^ 
and  is  then  drawn  up  on  high  by  a  pully, 
'till  his  head  touches  it:  in  this ouuiner  be  is 


kept  fufpended  for  foinc  time>  that  bjitto 
treighti  hanging  at  bis  feet,  all  hi&  jomtrah4 
Hmbs  may  be  ftretjched^  wheti^oa  a  fud'denj 
by  (lacking  the  rojpe,  he  is  let  down  itiifa  a 
jkk,  bat  not  quite  to  the  ground,  by  which 
terrible  (hock  his  arms  and,  tegs  are  allldif^t 
jointed :  this,  not  unufiially,  is  twice  or  thrice 
repeated }  and  fometimes  {dsPiazzay  who  was 
hun&lf  one  of  the  judges  of  the  inquifitioii^ 
informs  us)  the  poor  creatures,  while  thus  fuf-* 
pended  and  ftretched,  are  feverely  whipped  \ 
Another  Method  of  torture  is  this:  a 
large  iron  chafing-di(h,  full  of  burning  chap» 
coii^  b  (H'dered  to  be  brought  in,  and  held 
didie  to  the  foles  of  the  tortured  perfon's  feet, 
which  are  greded  with  lard,  that  the  heat  of 
the  fird  may  more  (harply  pierce  them.  But 
Qot  to  dwell  too  long  upon  fuch  a  fhocking 
iiil^ed,  only  one  other  manner  of  torturing 
ihall  here  be  defcribed^ 
;  A  noLLbw  trough,  called  the  wooden 
Iwtffe,  big  enough  to  contain  a  man  lying  on 
lu6  back  at  full  length,  is  prepared,  about  the 
ibiddle  of  which  there  is  a  bar  fixed  a^rofs:^ 
upon  this  the  pcifoner  is  laid  with  his  feet 
much  higher  than  his  head«  As  he  is  in  this 
pofture,  his  arms,  thighs,  and  fhins  are  tied 
round  with  finall  cords,  which  being  flrained 
with  fcrews,  cut  to  the  very  bones,  fo  that 
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the  cords  difappear :  but  this  is  only  the  be-' 
ghming  and  leaft  part  of  the  miierabk  crea* 
ture/s  torment.  The  torturer  then  throws 
over  his  .mouth  and  noffarils  a  thin  cloth,  fo 
thatihe  isfcarce  able  to  breathe :  in  the  niean 
while  a  (mall  continued  ftream  of  water  lilce 
a  thread  hlh  from  on  high  upon  the  mouth 
of  the  perfon  lying  in  this  miferable  condi- 
tbn,  and  finks  the  cloth  to  the  bottom  of  hid 
throat,  fo  that  there  is  no  poflibility  of  breath-^ 
ing.  By  this  means  thq  poor  wretch  appears 
as  in  the  agonies  of  death.  .  When  this  cloth 
is  drawn  out  of  his  throat,  as  it  often  is,  that 
he  may  anfwer  to  the  queftions  aiked  of  him, 
it  is  all  wet  with  blood,  and  is,  as  the  fuffertrs 
fay,  like  pulling  their  bowels  through  their 
mouths.  The  frequent  repetition  of  thefe 
agonies  is,almoft  literally,  dying  many  deaths; 
or,  as  Shake/pear  exprefies  it  on  another  occa-^ 
fion,  **  dying  many  times  before  their  death.** 
—-We  talk  of  hell  and  devils,— Can  any  hell, 
except  in  duration,  be  a  place  of  worfe  tor* 
ments  than  an  holy  inquifition  ?  And  can  anjr 
devils,  without  exception,  be  more  wicked 
and  cjTuel  than  thefe  religious  inquifitors  ? 

Among  the  many  inftances  which  might 
be  given  of  the  fufferings  of  particular  per- 
fons  in  the  inquifition,  I  fhall  mention  but 
a  very  few. 

WILLIAM 
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WILLIAM  LITHGOW,  2i  Scotchman, 
being  on  his  tj-avels'for^curiolity,  was  (owvt' 
happy  as  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  this  tribu^ 
fial .     After  hairing  endured  great  miTery  of 
divers  kinds^^    and  bfeen  iftoft    terribly  tor^* 
mehted  upcAi  the  wooden  horfe^   he  Was 
condemned  to  be  buriied  ative  for  a  heretic : 
but  thofe  'mifcreants^  the  inquifitors,  not  fa^ 
tisfied  wlth^  fentencing  thia  poor  innocent 
mail  to  fo  painful  a  death,  they  alfo  coh-^ 
demned  hinai  firft  to  fuifer  eleven  tao^  cruel 
torments ;  one  of  which  was  fo  rennarkable 
and  barbarous,  as  related  by  himfelf,  that  it 
well  merits  a  particular  defcription.     ^^  Firft 
^'  he  was  dripped  naked,  put  upon  his  knees, 
^'  and  his  hands  lifted  up  by  force }  after 
which,  opening  his  mouth  with  iron  in- 
ftruments,  they  filled  his  belly  with  water 
'^  ^till  it  came  out  of  his  jaws :  then  they  tied 
<<  a  rope  hard  about  his  neck,  and  in  this 
^^  condition  rolled  hinl  feven  times  the  whole 
length  of  the  room,  'till  he  was  almoft 
flrangled.     After  this  they  tied   a   fmalji 
"  cord  about  both  his  great  toes,  and  hung 
"  him  up  thereby  with  his  head  towards  the 
"  ground,  and  then  cut  the  rope  about  his 
^^  neck,  letting  him  remain  in  that  condition 
**  till  all  the  water  difcharged  itfelf  out  of  his 
^*  mouth ;  after  which  he  was  laid  on  the 
^^  ground  as  juft  dead.'*     But  beyond  all  ex- 


cc 

€C 


pei^tioni  and  by  a  vefy  fiDgular  accident*  hf 
I  wa^  delivered  cot  of  gaol^  dScaped  de&th|  d|)4 
returned  to  England.  .        . 

A  cpiR3:Ai  N  piQtts  matron,:  Witlji  her  tWflf 
4dattghtqrs  ^ho  were  virgips,  and  ^f.  nkot 
wl)o  was  married,  were  put  intot  the  inqutfiT 
tion,  at  SmJif  fpr  herefy.  Various  kinds,  of 
tortures  were  m^o  u(e  of  to  conilruQ  thefe 
wc»nen  to  betray  dioie  of  their  owfl  felfgi^^ 
^nd^efpecially  to  bcquyfe  one  jm€jthdr>  i)utif| 
vaiQ>  Th^  ioquifitor,  obfefving  thi$/«o{Brr 
xnanded  one  of  the  daughters  to  be  broughf 
to  biqi,  and  difcoorfed  with  her  alooe,  prs* 
tending  to  bjs;  much  grieved,  at  hier  afHi<Ai<Hi«^ 
and  etidetivourine  to  comfort  her.  After  be 
|id4.  by  thefe  fneans,  and  mourning  ovet  bef^ 
induced  the  poor  girl  to  believe,  that  he  was 
really  and  with  a  fatherly  afieftioo  concerned 
for  her  and  her  ^mily^s  calamity,  and  would 
fincerely  endeavour  for  their  liberJty  j  he  then 
began  to  perfuade  her  to  confeis  what  related 
to  herfelf,  and  difcover  all  (he  knew  concern? 
ing  her  mother,  fifters,  aunt,  and  fome  others 
who  were  not  yet  apprehended  j  promiiing 
ppon  path,  that  if  (he  would  faithfully  make 
this  confeflion  and  difcovery  to  him,  he 
would  find  out  a  method  tp  relieve  her  fron^ 
her  misfortunes,  and  to  fend  them  all  back  to 
their  hoiifes.  This  wheedling  effeded  what 
torturing  could  not:  the  youQg  woman  was 


by  theie  promises,  and  rejpeated  oath?  toper* 
foroi  th€m>  allured  to  give  ibme  accoiibt  to 
at^  ipquifitor.  of  what  he  tinted  to  ktiow*: 
Wl^n  t]}«  perfidious;  pc^uicd  rillain  had  fa. 
%;pbt%vi«d,  his  pdiit,  he  put  the  poor  girl: 
to  4^e  {x)(9ft^treitie  torture^  even  ihbfe.of 
^e  mck  iM  the  ^^robdeir  horfe  abbve-meoH-' 
tionedj  M  Order  to  e^ttort  what  fhe  xnigbt 
have  omitted  ia  Iter  f>rtfaer  confeflxon :  iht^ 
d)efi  accafed  her  mcither  and  fillers^  and  ^' 
ver4  QtheFS  alfo,  who  Wen^e  upoh  tbid  isksstk 
upan$l  (Ortuted  like  wife}  after  which  they  ^ 
^tft  4U  burned  alive .  in  the  fame  Jfire  with 
thegid*  ^  ■    ':  ■       -•'■ 

,  HditiHiD  as  this  inftance  of  eoita^i^licat^' 
wickednefs  is,  the  fbTkn^i^g  Will  fi««^fl!l' 
£hort.  of  it)  and  in  fodM  cireufniVan^  tf]^^ 
perhaps  be  thought  rathef  fttof^  crueK'      / 

the  lord  of  Wg&era  ift  5/if/»,  tho^  tibbnt  far 
ihonths  gone  with  childy  Wa^  titkiH  Up  b}r 
the  inquiHtion,  only  betaofe  a '  yotittg  )ad[)r, 
her  £fter,  who  was  4lfo  knprifottcd  iik  Ife*; 
relic  and  afterwards  buMt,  had  in  her  t6rturfr 
declared,  that  (he  had  convcrfed  With  her 
fifter  on  her  own  doftfine.  Lady  Bohtfrquta 
viras  delivered  of  her  child  in  prifon  j  fifteeh 
days  after  which  die  was  dofe  (hot  up,  and 
underwent  the  fate  of  other  prifoners.  In  fa 
dreadful  a  <:alamtty  ^  had  oi!ily  6nc  t:btn-^ 
.     .  O4  focw 
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fort,  thfat  i  certain  pious  young  wonian,  who 
wis -afterwards  burnt  for  her  religion  by  die 
inquifitors^  -was  allowed  hei"  for  a  companion. 
Biit-this  comfcMTt  was  foon  changed  into  a 
grievous  a£9i£tion  :>  for:  this  poor  creature  was 
in )a- little  time  taken  out  of  prifon  to  be  tor-* 
tured,  and  when  brought  back;  with  all  her- 
ljitbsrdts]ainted;/afforded  a  moft  difnial  fpec- 
tadle  :tot&is  young  lady  xA  what  {he  herfelf 
was  likely  toTuffier.   And  accordingly,  when 
the:  girl  tad  but  juft  began  to  recover,  Bobor^ 
quiaviksi  carried  out  to  endure  the  fame  mi- 
{pi^^  gud  was  tortured  with  fuch  diabolical 
cruelty  upon  the  rack,  that  the  rope-  cut  to 
tjb^^yeryrbopes  of  ber^arms,' thighs,  and  legs, 
d^l^  bloo^  running  copiouflyoutof  her  mouth: 
they; hadi  ibyd  tn^  author,. undoubtedly  burft 
her  bowels.  In  diis  manner  (he  was  brought 
backcjtp  pf;ifon,  as^  if  juft  ready  to  expire ;  and 
iuffa^  did  di^  the  eighth  day  following.    And 
to; fill,  j^P'the  fiiil  ilpe^fure  of  inquifitorial> 
wickfd^fs,  it  afterwards  appeared,  that  this 
lady  y7^%  jin.tirely  innocent  of  what  ihe  had 
been  accufed,  and  was/o  pronounced  to  be 
by  the  inquifitors^  theij^felvcs,  after  they  had 
thus  bai^baroufly  murdered, her  by  torture. 

It  has  already  been, obferved,  that  with^ 
out  diftincSkion  of  age,  quality,  or  fex,  all  per- 
fons,  tefore  they  are  tortured,  even  the  moft 
virtuous  matrons,  qr  chafte  and  modeft  vir-* 
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gins,  arc,' contrary  to  all  rules  of  honour  and 
decency,  ftripped  intirely  naked,  and  then  a 
pair  of  ftrait  lineii  drawers  put  on  them.  -^ 
What  a  fcene,  in  all  probability,  of  a  mod: 
unnatural  ai>d  {hoc|dng  ipixturie  of  lechery 
and  cruelty  is  here  exhibited !  A  modeft, 
beauti^l  young  lady  js  ((ripped  fiaked  befqro 
thefe  grave,  reverend  iponftcrs,  who  l^ehold 
her  firft  ,with  eyes  full  pf  lu(^,  then  order  her 
to  be  laid  on  the  rack,  an.d  with  eyes  ftill 
fuller  of  cruelty  fee  her  lovely  limbs  ftraincd 
'till  the  iinews  crack,  and  cut  with  cords 
through  the  flefli  to  the  very  bon^s;  her  b^au-- 
tpous  face  bathed  in  tears,  and  4iftorted  with 
^eathful  agonies. 

Are  there  any  inftances  in  heathen. antir 
quity,  or  among  the  moft  favgge.  modern 
people^  of  the  fair  and  tender  fex  being  thus 
crliclly  puniflied,  even  when  they  have  com-* 
mitjted  th<2;  moft  heinous  offences  ?  Yet  ia 
civilizcd/poliflied,  and,  what  one  would  ftill 
think  more  ftrangls,  in  chriftiap  countries, 
this    h^s   frequently   been  their  treatment, 
when  intirely  innocent,  and  of  exemplary, 
piety  and  merit.     And  the  perpetrators  of 
thefe  helliHi  cruelties,  who  certainly  ought 
to  be  exterminated  from  the  face  of  the  earth, 
are,  to  the  fcandal  of  religion  in  general, 
^d  in  the  higheft  degree  to  chriftianity  in. 
partipulari  not  only  fuffered  to  live^  but  to 
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enipy  the  greateft  honours^  dignities^  and 
povirer.  • 


SECTION    X. 

•  ♦  ■  ■        '    *   .  .J 

TO  finifh  this  account  of  the  inquifition^'. 
(that  hell  upon  earth)  it  will  be  neX 
odfl^i^  to'^it^e  a'fliort  defcription  of  the  man-, 
litf 'of  executing  the  pretended  criminals  wha 
are  condemned  to  die  *. 

WlHEN  an  Auto  de  Fe^  or  ad  of  faith,  that, 
is,  in  plain  Englijh^  a  day  of  execution,  is  ap- 
pointed by  the  inquiiitipn,  it  is  m  Spain  and 
Portugal  a  day  of  the  utmoft  exultation  and* 
triumph  to  the  church  and  the  niob.  'tht 
lords  inquifitors  appear  in  the  raoft  infofent 
and  triumphant  pomp,  with  (fayis  my  author)' 
almoft  diviiie  oiajefty,  and  the  mob  rejoice 
in  the  moA:  outrageous  manner.  The  king, 
and  queen,  and  principal  grandees,  with  th« 
whole  court,  ufually  aflift  at  this  (hocking^ 
fight,  and  are  fpedtators  of  the  cavalcade,  and 
the  tormenting  death  the  poor  creatures  are 
put  to:  all  which  is,  by  a  famous  Spanijh  in«^^ 
quifitor  himfelf,  juftly  called,  borrendum  ac 

tremendum 

'  For  a  very  full  and  circumftantial  account  of  thef^ 
executions,  the  reader  may  be  pleaied  to  confult  the 
pften*mentioned  Mr.  ChandUr^  tranflittioti  of  LimiQnlfi 
fJiAory  of  the  |n^uiiitioi>« 
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^fUendlm  fpe&apukm.  The'  judges,  ftjany 
fa£  the  xiobility,  gentry, .  rpiliUMry  officers^ 
^krs,  at»i  other  ecjclefiaftic8,  n^arch  in  the 
pj^oceOion  with  the  devoted  yidims  of  reH<» 
gious  cruelty^  The  mani^er  qf  thek  execih* 
tioo  is  alii^oft  too  horrible  to  be  related,  and 
ytt»  which  0)ews  the  prodigious  ,force  of  bi-* 
gotry  ^d  cnthufiafip,  is  viewed  even  by  the 
ladi^>  who  on  occaiion  of.  ^U  o(her  execu^ 
(ions  fhew  as  mufch  compafiion  as  any  of 
their  fex,  with  apparent  figns  of  fatisJ[a(3:ion 
and  pleafiire.  Two  eminent  proteftant  and 
Englijh  divines,  who  were  prefent  at  theft 
afFefting  fpcdacles,  have  given  relations  of 
them,  fron)  which  the  following  account  is 
jextrafted. 

T|f  £  poor  fuiferers,  who  are  to  be  burned 
^live,  are  feated  on  a  bench  about  twelve  feet 
high»  and  chained  to  a  ftake  to  which  the 
|)ench  is  faflened.  Two  Jefuits  then  go  up 
pi  ladder,  and  exhort  the  heretics  to  be  recon^ 
filed  to  the  church  of  Rome :  if  after  the  fc-^ 
pond  exhortation  they  refufe  fo  to  do,  the  Je-^ 
iuits  then  tell  theip,  that  the  devil  is  at  their 
elbow  to  receive  their  fouls,  and  will,  as  iboi) 
^  out  of  their  bodies,  carry  them  with  him 
ipto  helUfire.  Immediately  after  this  charit* 
jjible  and  cornfortable  denunciation,  a  great 
£hout  is  raifed  by  the  people,  and  the  cry  is^ 
l^ifC  the  dogs   beards  be  trimmed,  as  it  is 
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merrily  teitned.  This  is  done  hy  thrufting 
flaming  furzes,  &ftened  to  a  long  pole,  againft 
their  faces,  which  i$  commonly  continued  till 
they  are  burnt  to  a  coal,  and  is  accompanied 
with  fbch  loud  acclamations  of  Joy,  as  are  not 
to  belieard  on  any  other  occafion;  abuU-feaft 
or  a  farce  being  dull  entertainments  to  this« 
The  furze  or  faggots  are  then  (et  on  fire;  but 
the  flame  feldom  reachirfg  higher  than  the 
poor  miferable  creatures  knees,  they  are  ra- 
ther roafted  than  burned  to  death,  being 
ibmetimes  an  hour  and  a  half  or  two  hours 
thus  tormented  before  they  are  dead. 

M  V  author  informs  us,  that  the  late  king 
of  Portugal  and  his  brothers  were  feated  in  a 
window,  fo  near  the  place  where  one  of  thefe 
executions  was  performed,  as  to  be  addrefled 
a  confiderable  time  in  very  moving  terms  by 
a  man  as  he  was  burning :  but  tho'  the  fa- 
vour he  begged  was  only,  a  few  more  faggots, 
to  put  an  end  to  his  mifery,  yet  he  could  not 
obtain  it.  This  poor  wretches  hinder  parts, 
fays  the  fpeftator,  were  perfedtly  wafted,  and 
as  he  turned  himfelf,  his  ribs  opened,  before 
he  left  fpeaking. 

A  T  one  of  thefe  adts  of  faith  in  SpaWy  the 
queen,  who  was  a  daughter  of  the  French 
king,  being  prefent,  when  a  moft  beautiful 
young  Jewijh  girl,  fcarce  entered  into  her 
fevcnteenth  year,  was  going  to  be  burned  for 
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her  religion ;  the  poor  girl  turned  herfelf  ti> 
the  queen,  and  prayed,  that  out  of  her  good- 
nefs  and  clemency  (he  might  be  delivered 
from  the  moft  dreadful  punifhment  of  the 
fire,  in  thefe  words :  "  Great  queen,  is  not 
•*  your  prefence  able  to  bring  me  fome  com* 
"  fort  under  my  mifery  ?  Confider  my  youth, 
^^  and  that  I  am  condemned  for  a  religion. 
"  which  I  have  fucked  in  with  my  mpthcr's 
"  milk."  The  queen  turned  away  her  eyes, 
and  declared  (he  pitied  the  miferable  creature,  • 
but  did  not  dare  to  intercede  for  her  with  a 
fingle  word. 

Behold  the  effeds  of  religious  cruelty! 
for  fo  may  thefe  barbarities  with  propriety 
be  ftyled,  becaufe  they  are  committed  under 
a  pretence  of  ferving  the  caufc  of  religion : 
but  thqjr  muft  be  ftrangely  ftupid,  prepoiTefied 
or  infatuated,  who  cannot  difcern  that  they 
are  defigned  for  a  very  different  purpofe. 

We  may  aflure  ourfelves,  that  all  pre- 
tended zeal  for  religion,  which  breaks  out 
into  perfecution  or  other  ads  of  violence, 
proceeds  from  temporal  views  of  gratifying^ 
mens  pride,  covetoufnefs,  ambition,  &c.  dr 
jfrom  an  outrageous,  cruel,  and  wicked  tern* 
per  of  mind. 

Certain  wretches,  without  religion, 
morality,  or  common  honefty,  have  invented 
or  propagated  a  number  of  fabulous  tales  aud 
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abfurd  dodrines,  calculated  on  parpoie  to  otn 
tain  fbr  a  few  men  an  afcendant  over  all  the 
*cft  of  nftankind  i  by  means  of  thefe  they  cheat 
the  people  out  of  their  money,  gain  to  them- 
fclves  riches,  extravagant  honours,  and  unli- 
mited power.  To  obtain  and  fecurc  the 
pofleflion  of  thefe  it  is,  that  all  the  moft  fa- 
cred  ties  of  humanity  arc  thus  broken,  and 
fuch  horrid  craelties  praftifed. 
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SECTION     XI. 

THE  examples  hitherto  given,  m  thi» 
Eflay,  of  perfccutioB,  or  religious  Cru- 
elties exercifed  by  chriflians,  fince  the  popo 
and  his  clergy  obtained  fuch  exorbitant  pbwec 
in  Chriftendom,  have  been  colledlcd  only 
from  the  practice  of  Roman  Catholics,  Wha 
indeed  would  fuppofe,  were  there  not  fo  many 
prop&  of  it,  that  tho(e  who  had  declared  fa 
IpudJy  and  juftly  againft  perfecution  on  ac- 
count of  religion  when  they  themfeives  were 
the  fufierers,  had  then  proved  to  a  demon- 
flration,  that  it  was  unjufl,  barbarous^  and 
antichriftian,  fhould  after  all  become  vfoleoC 
perfecutors  of  others  ?  Yet  this  has  frequently 
been  the  cafe.  Notorious  it  is,  that  the  moft^ 
emixieot  of  the  firft  reformers,  when  they 


obcsuned  power,  generally  became  perfeca-» 
tors  both  in  principle  and  pra&tce:  thej  havo 
by.  their  writings  taught/  in  dired:  oppofitloa 
to  what  they  h^d  before  proved>  the  contrary 
of,  that  perfecution  was  a  necefiary  and  laadU 
able  du^ :  and  to  do  them  juAice,  they  have, 
in  this  reQ)ed;,  faithfully  and  zealouily  prac** 
ti&d  what  they  taught.  ~ 

JLUTHBkyMsIanBbon,  ZuMgbus,  BuceF^ 
Bezay  Barrely  and  above  all  Calvin^  havet  fa£* 
fidently  proved  themfelves  outragepos  perici* 
cutbrs  %  This  lafl  in  particular  has  rendered 
his  nanie  infamoiis  by  a  treatife  he  wrote  in 
defence^  of  perfecution,  and  more  flill  by  the 
perfecutiona  he  raifed  and  carried  on  againift 
fbveral  wprthy  men.  Cajiellio^  or  CafiaUo^  a 
perlbn.of  diftinguiihed  learning  and  piety^ 
he  mofl:  grofily  abufed  and  perfecuted,  only 

becaofe 

•  • 

«  See  Chandler's  Introdu<a.  p.  6i,  62, 68,  71,  75,  lie. 
Bezay  as  well  as  Calvirty  wrote  a  treatife  to  prove  the 
lawfulitefs  of  punifhing  heretics:  and  Peter  du  Mauling 
who,  though  not  one  of  the  firft  refiormei;^  was  an 
einineat  proteflant  divine,  and  pafior  of  the  reforEnc4 
church  at  Paris ^  publiflied,  in  16 18,  a  book,  intitled 
The  Anatomy  of  Arminianlfm  j  wherein  he  calls  tlie 
Remonftrants;  heretics,  feftaries,  innovators,  mohftersV 
boldy  blafphcmous,  infolent  rogues,  &£,  and  fays,  ^hA 
ndio  does  not  believe  in  Jefus  Chri/iy  is  not  a  child  of 
God^  and  confequently  has  no  rigbt  to  the.po|IeffioA 
of  temporal  goods,  tho'  he  be  ever  fo  eminent  for  foci^^ 
vihue>.  Abrid.  of  Brandts  Ifitory  of  iWt  RfijQtTtt:Mi^wi> 
Ka//  A  j>.  607,  6o8. 


becaufe  he  differed  from  him  in  opinion  coi^« 
cerning .  predeflination,  election ^  firee^will^ 
fsdihy,  Solomon's  Son^^  and  C&r^'s  defcent 
into  helh  .iS^n;^/i;<5,airo  he  procured  to  be 
imprlfoned  and  put  to  death  for  herefy.at 
Geneva;  in  which  protcftant  city  poor  Ser^ 
vetus  was  treated  with  as  much  cruelty »  as  if 
he  had  been  in  a  Roman  Catholic  inqui£-^ 
tion:  they  took  from  him  all  his  money,  a 
coniiderable  fuin,.  and  what  h^  .had  befidfts 
of  value ;  put  him  into  a  deep  dungeon, 
where  he  was  almbfl  eaten  up  with  vermin ; 
and  finally,  burnt  him  to  deaths  !  . : 
'  To  fhew  what  fpirij  Calvin  was  of,  I  flaall 
give  the  reader  an  abilradt  of  the  complaint 
made  by  Cafialio  in  his  own  words,  concern^ 
ing  the  treatment  this  latter  met  with  from 
the  former.  He  fays  to  Calvin.  Focas  me^ 
fubinde  in  Gallico  libello  blafpbemum  calumnia-' 
torem^  malignumy  canem  latrantemy  plenum  ig- 
norantia  et  bejlialitatisy  plenum  impudentia^ 
impojioremy  Jacrarum  liter  arum  impurum  cor^ 
ruptoremy  Dei  prorfus  deriforemy  omnis  religi^ 
cnis  contemptoremy  impudent  em  y  impurum  ca^ ' 
nemy  impiumy  obfccenumy  torti  perverfique  inge^ 
niiy  vagumy  balatronemy  &c.  i.  e.  "  In  a 
"  French  treatife  you  load  me  with  the  op- 
probrious names  of  blafphemous  calumni- 
ator, malignant,  barking  dog,  full  of  igno* 
^5  r^nce  and  beftiality,  full  of  impudence,  an  , 
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*•  impoftor,  an  impure  comipter  of  the  fa- 
cred  wridngs,  a  mocker  of  God,  and  defpif^r 
of  all  religion,  an  impudent  fellow,  a  filthy 
dogi  an  impious  wretch,  obfcene,  of  a  dif- 
torted  and  perverfe  mind^  a  vagabond,  and 
"  a  rafcal,  &cr 

Can  we  wonder  that  fo  violent  a  perfon, 
and  fo  cruel  a  perfecutor  as  Cahiny  fhould 
believe  and  teach,  that  God  would  predefti- 
nate  multitudes  of  his  own  creatures  to  eter- 
nal damnation  ?  Methinks  this  opinion  feems^ 
in  a  great  degree  at  leaft,  to  proceed  from  the 
malignity  of  the  man's  temper.  And  per-- 
haps  the  opinions  of  mankind  in  general  are 
much  more  owing  to  their  natural  difpofi- 
tions,  than  is  commonly  imagined. 

Til  I  s  cruel  perfecution  of  Cajlalio  had  the 
landion  of  MelanSlbon^  Bucer^  and  FarreL 
The  firft  in  a  letter  to  Bullinger  wrote,  that 
the  fenate  of  Geneva  had  done  right  in  put- 
ting the  heretic  to  death,  and  wondered 
there  were  any  who  difapproved  that  feve- 
rity.  The  fccond  with  great  charity  and 
tendernefs  faid  publicly  in  a  fermon,  that 
he  ought  to  have  his  bowels  pulled  out,  and 
be  torn  in  pieces.  The  third  (Farrel)  as 
charitably  and  tenderly  declared,  that  he  de-^ 
ferved  to  die  ten  thoufand  deaths  ^ 

P  CALVIN 

^  Chandler^  Introduflion>  Csfc.  p.  68. 
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CALVIN  was.  undoubtedly  a  perfon  of 
great  paft9  and  learning,  and  vciry  zealous 
and  ufeful  in  bringing  about  the  refcnniationri 
but  he  fcrupled  not  to  accufe  hi$  brethren 
felfely,  to  prevaricate,  a6t  hypocritically,  and 
invent  and  tell  lyes,  nay,  to  go  fo  far  as  ta 
call  God  to  witnefs  to  known  falfehoods  ^y 
and  to  perfecute  even  to  death.  The  reader: 
(hall  be  left  to  beflow  upon  this  eminent  re^ 
former  the  epithet  he  may  think  fuch  a  be-* 
haviour  and  fuch  anions  defervc.  But  farely 
this  man,  and  thofe  above-mentioned,  evi- 
dently fbew,  what  has  been  before  obferved 
refpeding  many  of  the  ancient  iaints  and 
fathers, — That  men  may  have  a  great  deal 
of  religion  in  their  heads,  and  little  or  none 
in  their  hearts. 

This  evil  fpiritof  perfecution,  with  which 
thefe  eminent  refojrmers  were  ;  pofleflcd, 
has  generally  prevailed  alfo  among  the  re* 
formed  churches.  It  will  be  difficult,  if4Wt 
impoffiblc,  to  name  one  church  or.  feid 
amongft  proteftants,  that,  having  power,  did 
not  perfecute  their  brethren.  Switzerland^ 
Holland^  and  our  own  country  alfo  will  afford 
but  too  many  inftances  of  Protestant 

PERSECUTION. 

The  churches  of  Bajily  Berriy  Zurich^ 
and  Scaffkauferiy  in  the  feveral  letters  written 

by 

»  IhU.  p.  63. 
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t^  their  paftors  to  the  n^i&y^t^  a£  Genev^i, 
iptirely  approved  the  auel  ufage  of  Servetus% 
and  ipdeed  were  deeply  cancerned  in  the  like 
pfa£lices  themfelves  \ 

VALENTINVS  GENriLIS,  a  native 
of  Confentia  in  Italy^  hadj  fays  my  author  \ 
the  misfortune  to  fall  into  fome  heterodox 
opinions  concerning  the  Trinity;  and  heldj 
that  the  Father  alone  was  God  of  himfelf^ 
unbegotten,  ejentiatory  the  giver  of  cflence 
to  all  other  beings  $  but  that  the  Son  was 
effentiatuSy  of  a  derived  efienCe  from  the 
Father,  and  therefore  not  God  of  himfelf^ 
though  at  the  fame  time  he  allowed  him  to 
be  truly  God.  He  held  much  the  fame  as 
to  the  Holy  Ghoft,  making  them  three  eter- 
nal fpirits,  diftinguifhed  by  a  gradual  and  due 
fubordination,  referving  the  monarchy  to  the 
Father,  whom  he  ftyled  the  one  only  God* 
Being  forced  to  fly  his  native  country  on  ac- 
count of  his  religion^  he  came  to  Genen)a  as 
to  a  city  of  refuge,  but  was  greatly  difap- 
pointed :  for  there  he  was  obliged  to  abjure 
his  opinions,  and  condemned  to  a  fevere  pe- 
nance; being  led  through  all  the  ftreets  of 
Geneva^  ftripped  to  his  fhirt,  bare-footed  and 
bare-headed,  with  a  lighted  torch  in  his 
band,  and  flridly  commanded  not  to  depart 
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the  city  without  permifBod  ^ :  however,  he 
made  his  efcape,  and  fought  for  iafety  in  the 
canton  of  Bern^  where  he  was  ftHl  worfe  dif- 
appointed  5  for  there  he  was  feized,  impri- 
foned,  and  beheaded  How  was  this  poor 
heretic  hunted  like  a  partridge  upon  the 
mountains ! 

Instances  might  be  given  of  perfecu- 
tion  being  likewife  pradifed  by  all  the  above- 
named  proteflant  churches;  but  one  at  Zurich 
fhall  only  be  mentioned.  A  fevere  edift 
was  there  publKhed  againfl  the  anabaptifls^ 
or  all  who  (hould  fufFer  themfelves  to  be  re- 
baptifed :  feveral  of  thefe  were  put  to  death ; 
among  the  reft,  one^  in  a  ludicrous  punning 
manner,  was  fentenced  to  be  drowned,  by 
Zuinglius^  in  thefe  four  words,  %/  iterum 
mergity  mergatur:  that  is,  "  He  that  re-dips, 
"  let  him  be  drowned/* 

In  Holland  this  perlecuting  fpirit  raged  for 
a  long  time  among  the  reformed  with  great 
fury.  At  firft  it  appeared  between  the  L»- 
tberans  and  CaJvimJls,  who,  as  Mr.  Chandler 

fays, 

^  There  is  now,  refpcfling  perfecution,  fo  great  an 
alteration  for  the  better  in  Geneva^  that  Mr.  Keyjler  telb 
us,  "  The  chriftian  behaviour  and  peaceable  temper  of 
«*  the  clergy  there  may  ferve  for  a  pattern  to  many  of 
"  their  brethren.  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  Both  clergy  and  laity  are  averfe 
"  to  any  difcourfe  on  the  procedures  againft  Servetus^ 
"  and  wifli  the  whole  matter  was  buried  in  oblivion." 
Travels,  Vol.  I,  p.  173. 
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iSiySj  •^  in  the  very  infancy  of  the  refor- 
*'  madon,  condemned  each  .other  for  their 
««  fuppoied  heterodoxy  concerning  the  facra- 
^^ment,  and  looked  upon  compliance  and 
^^  mutual  toleration  to  be  things  intolerable/' 
Afterwards  much  of  this  fiery  zeal  was  ex- 
erted againft  the  anabaptifts^  many  of  whom 
vrerefined)  imprilbned,  or  baniihtd.  LdiUy^ 
ja  furious  contro verfy  between-  the  Cahinijis 
jand  Artninians  brought  on  a  viotleht  perfecu* 
tion,  which  fell  very  heavy  on  the  latter, 
who  were  afterwards  called  remonftrants. 

JACOBUS  ARMINWS,  one  of  the 
profefibrs  of  divinity  at  J>y^M,   difputing 
about  the  dodrine  of  predeflination,  diifered 
from  the  opinions  of  Cahin  on  this  fubjed, 
and  was  warmly  oppofed  by  Gomarus  his 
collegue,  who  held,  that  it  was  appointed  by 
an  eternal  decree  of  God,  who  amongfl  man- 
kind   fhall  be    faved,  and    who    (hall  be 
damned.    This  being  the  fentiment  of  moft 
of  the  clergy  in  the  United  Provinces^  they 
endeavoured  with  the  greateflb  zeal  to  dif- 
credit  Arminius  and  his  dodtrine,  refufed  all 
terms  of  peace,  and  animated  the  magiflrates 
to  extijpatc  and  deftroy  the  Arminiansi  call- 
ing them  mamalukes,  devils,  and  plagues, 
and  crying  out  from  the  pulpits,  We  muft 
go  through  thick  and  thin,   without  fearing 
to  ftick  in  the  mire ;  we  know  what  Elijah 
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did  to  6adl^  briefts'c  ajid'  vffeen  •  tH^  dmi 
drew  near  for  tiie'clcftiotf  ^iiei^  tnagiftrafcs, 
thtjr  pi:aye4  ic^  God  fcu^fuch  men  as  would 
be  <£ealoiis  ^OK)  to  J)l<)oi:^  -  In  (&drt,  the  mi- 
gii)rttcs'ot](mp^^ym^  dkis  violent  wicked 

temper  o£:-lhq^ 'paftars;  *  tlie  poor  tvmbiiv 
i):rj9At9  'wet?rasq}i^iper£uaitodi^  t^ 
^(}ii[Hprs.bMllg:d'breQ!.i^  th^ir  c6oMty 
|o^  fuiddisxil^?tbtf^jiio  iai^  jwasdllawed  jiWrn^ 
tho*  eitf'n^jlijt .ifxeq[ucfted,-  to  ftttk  thev^'iaiiijr^ 
or  proy44^  9;:lit^  frioQef/for  the  ia^oft  di 
themfel v^& ^ami  i&iftilaos  fai.jtfaek  i)anii^ 
jyiany  others  wor^.^tfo  Mfrifhied^ '  the  ftarh^^ 
Gr^tius  cof^A&EoXit^  tqiperpittual  imprifonf 
ment,  and  the  old! advocate  Barmevdt.rvfhi^ 
had  been  a  ffkod  to  the  ceiinoiiftraiyts  and 
their  priacipieSj  ^a&  beheacted. 

It  is  w^U  known 'thai  this  wipked  and 
abominable  ,pra<9!ioe  Qf'4)Ccr6cation  prev^k4 
npuch  in  Mf^land  inxntediateiy'  after  the  ra^ 
formation,  and  hath  bcecL.&veral  tioaes  fince 
revived. 

In  the  reign  of  Henryt  VIII,  perfecation 
was,  by,  that  king,  furniflaed  with  a  two*. 
edged  fword,  wWch. alike  devoq red  both 
.  proteftants  and  papifts.  Edward  Vf ,  being 
but  a  youth,  was  very  much  under  the  .dL 
redion  of  his  council/ and  particularly  ^ 
Cranmery  who  prevailed  upon  this  prince  to 
fuffer  feveral  to  be  put  to  death  for  their  r^ 


t  SgioQS  opiaioasi   but  it  was  with  ip  {ouch 
felu(a»flCQ,    tb^t.  fceiog  in  4  xmxmi  «>»- 
.  drained  by  the /ar «bbiibop  to  fign  a  w^aftatit 
for  Jom  Bocher  tQ.  bP  Ivrnt  alive  fpr  dbnje 
eathifii^ical  <>pinioas  ra^KMit  C^r//?;  he  did 
It  with  tears  in  his  eyes^  declaring,  th^t  if  he 
a^d  wrongs  as  it  vd^as  in  fubiviiflioii  to  the 
Afchbifhop's  authority,  :he  ihquld  anfwer  for 
it  to  Gpd.    As  Cr4nn$&  Inmidiifi  tbc  ftext 
,mgn  became  a  martyr,  this  /hews,  that  pro- 
i»bly  difvers  of  thofc^  wjboiiayg  fu'fleined  tnar- 
ityrdotA,  Wanted  not  ihe  wijl,  but:  the  power 
o^f%  to  jiftve  made  9thcf $  nwtyrs. 

QjlJBeiK  Elhi^ftlf^  tho'  in  many  re^fts 
,af]i  i^^e^Uefit  princefi^  /had  inuch  of  her  £l- 
t^r's^.h^ughiiio^fs  an4  ikiverlty  of  temper: 
OTd?  i>otvi?ithftftn(liflg  flie.  ikw, .  and  in  part 
rfeU  thfi /dficadf^l  effipftsof p^feciftion: during 
her  fifter's  reign,  infomuch   that  flie   nar- 
rowly efgiped.  with  her  own  Jifei  yat  (he 
jy^iiibd  ^be  ikme  herfelf,  riot  on^y  towards 
-her  lubje^s,  but  foreigner  *lfo  who  xramc 
to  t^kie  refuge  in  her  dominions,. ;6'^m  the 
.cruelties  exereifed  »pbn  them  in .  tfacir  owp 
CQunttics:  hut  they  were: greatly  di&ppointcd, 
meeting  here  with  the  fame  kind  qjf  treat- 
inient;  foihe  being  whipped,  ioifoifoDsd^  .or 
:ba«i(hed,,^nd  othet^  f(Ut  to  deatb  j.  ipajticu- 
)hsxly  two,  one  of  whom  had  a  wife  and  nine 
children:  this  poor  rnan  begsp4.tH»^ Jiw^vW^g^t 
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have  leave  to  depart  the  kingdom  with  his 
wife  and  children ;  but  to  no  purpofe :  he 
and  the  other,  both  anabaptifts,  were  burnt 
alive  in  Smithfield-^  and  my  author  ^dds, 
fuffered  death  with  great  terror  and  deep 
groans  \ 

T  H  o'  king  James  I  was  educated  a  pref- 
byterian,  and  when  in  Scotland^  ^^  blefled 
'^  God  for  honouring  him  to  be  king  over 
^*  fuch  a  kirk,  the  fincereft  kirk  in  the 
"  world ;"  yet  upon  his  acceffion  to  the 
throne  of  England  he  perfecuted  thofe  of 
that  very  kirk,  and  indeed  all  who  diiiented 
from  the  epifcopal  church.  Some  of  his 
bifhops  flattered  his  vanity  moft  egregioufly  i^ 
and  in  return  he  let  them  loofe  on  the  peo- 
ple, many  of  whom,  and  feveral  of  them 
excellent  perfons,  were  i|fe4  with  great 
■  cruelty. 

M I  s  fon  and  fucceflbr,  Charles  I,  followed 
the  example  of  his  father.  Laudy  who  was  ^ 
moft  haughty,  turbulent,  and  mercilefs  pre- 
late, -would  fufFer  no  oppofitipn  to  the  fu- 
perftitious  and  popifh  rites  and  ceremonies 
which : he  was. fo  fond  of;  and  ufed  many 
worthy>  knd  learned,  proteftant  gentlemen 
and  divines  with  theutmoft  indignity  and 
barbarity  for  not  cotpplying  with  his  will 

and 
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and  pleafure.  But  this  violent  man  drove 
on  fo  furioqily,  that  he  brought  himfeif  to 
the  block,  and  was  a  great  caufe  of  over- 
turning both  church  and  ftate;  by  which, 
means  the  fedtaries  obtained  the  government, 
and  eflabliHied  their  religion.  When  thefe 
people,  who  had  been  fo  lately  perfecuted 
themfelves,  had  gained  their  point,  with 
how  much  lenity,  moderation,  and  chriflian 
charity  did  they  behave  ?  With  juft  as  much 
as  all  other  churches  and  fed:s  do  when 
grmed  with  fufficient  power:— they  perfe- 
cuted all  who  differed  from  them.  But  their 
reign  was  cut  fhort  by  the  reftoration  of  king 
Qfarks  11. 

This  prince  had  little  or  no  religion 
himfeif,  never thelefs  he  fuffered  his  bishops 
and  priefts  to  harrafs  and  worry  his  fubjedts 
in  a  moft  outrageous  manner.  Inftead  of 
(bothing  and  comforting  the  people,  when 
diftrefled  by  a  conflagration  which  deftroyed 
mod  part  of  this  capital  city,  and  by  a  plague 
that  fwept  away  multitudes,  he  greatly  ag- 
gravated their  mifcry  by  fines,  fequeftrations, 
deprivations  of  thoufands  of  learned,  emi- 
nent, and  pious  men,  banifhments,  impri- 
fonments,  &c.  And  here  it  may  be  wor- 
thy of  notice,  that  the  very  perfons  who 
were,  on  account  of  their  religion,  banifhed 
J9  JSfew  Englan(/^  in  which  country  they  ob- 
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iained  the  government,  there  perfccutiui, 
£ven  to  dadih,  the  foor  quakers,  who  are 
certainly  one  of  the  moft  innoceru,  harmiefs, 
.and.pritnitive-^like  feds  among  chriiti^ns. 

King  Jamej  II,  in  the  beginning  of  his 
reign,  by  continuing  per£ecution,  followed 
the  fbotfteps  of  his  brother,  and  a6ted  agree- 
ably to  his  own  indinacion  and  the  precept9 
c^  hts  religion.  However,  not  long  after 
his  aocedion  to  the  throne,  he  publiihed  a 
declaration  for  a  general  liberty  of  confcicnce. 
This  was  artfully  done,  n^rely  to  introduce 
the  open  and  undillurbed  profeffion  of  po- 
pery, which  he  was  deterniined,  at  aW  ^- 
ventures,  to  eftablifh  in  thefe  kingdoms: 
and  if  he  had  Succeeded,  what  mn(k  liave 
been  expected  frdm^  prince  naturalJy  criid, 
and  a  bigotted,  popifh,  fiery  Zealot?: This 
fine  country  would  foon  have  become  a 
ncft  of  uiidean  birds,  a  prey  to  priefts,  and 
a  field  of  blood :  but  the  happy  revolution 
averted  thefe  impending  mifchiefs,  and  feved 
the  nation  from  utter  deftruiSion. 

During  the  reign  of  king  William  III, 
who  was  no  bigot,  but  as  has  been  faid  of 
his  anceftor  JVilliam  I,  prince  of  Orange  », 
"^approved  all  virtuous  men,  whatever  re- 
?*  ligion  they  were  of,"  and  who  was  placed 

on 

*"  Abrid.  of  Brandt'^  Hiftory  of  the  Reformation| 
Vol*  h  p.  i6g. 
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on  the  Britijh  throne  by  the  confent  and 
'■ftffiflance  of  att  deiiuuiiiiaiionsntrf^foteftahTS 
iamongft  us  s  during  his  government  perfe- 
putiai>  i^  dorriwiit :  Iftit  iA^  the  lattfer^part 
pf  thrf  fallowing  reign/  a  church  fire  wand 
having  fet  the  nation  in  aflame,  proteftant 
perfecution  began  to  growl,  and  (hew  her 
horrid  fangs  acid  claws;  but;  the- death  «f 
tftet  priocefs  put  an  -end  to  the  defigns  of 
the  then  governing  party,  and  buried  thofe 
wicked  projects  and  perfecution  in  the  fame 
grave^  from  whence  may  they  never  rife 
agaift  to  plague  and  tforment  this  happy 
country. 

Religious  cruelties  have  not,  we  fee, 
dbeott  'obnfyt^i  io  Ibofe  of  itbe  iRoikM  CaBho- 
4ic  pQtf}i2L^on  ;  but  tbo*  Perfcajtion,  tbgjt^in-    \ 
fcrnal  eodfjefs^  has  fojouroed  lyith,  bapn  ^n- 
tertaioed,  and  niore  or.lefs  obeyed  andixor- 
(hippfid  t)y  aTI  tlie  drfFei-eht  churches  or  feds 
nf  r^riftiany  who-hftve  had  it  in  their  pSWef 
to  execute  her  wjll^  apd  comaunds^;  y^?Ht 
muft  he  acknowledged)  tbat  in.lhe^chjaiich  <)f 
"K&iw;?  (he  has  taken  up  her  conftant  aj^oda, 
erefted  and  eftabfiffied  her  'Oier4:ilefs  throne, 
*weilded  her  iron  iiceptre,  brandiilaed  with  liie 
greateft  execution  her  flaughtering   fwor4j 
^dbeen  cloathed  with  all  her  terrors. 
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ESSAY    IV. 


AN 


I    N    CL  U    I     R    Y 


INTO    THE 


USES 


WHY 


ROMISH  ECCLESIASTICS 

are  more  cruel,  and  have  been  guilty  of 
more  horrid  barbarities,  thata  other  perfons 
of  a  civilized  and  learned  education* 


IF  we  take  a  view  of  the  enormous  cru- 
elties exercifed  by  thefe  churchip^n  with- 
out the  leaf!:  provocation,  and  many  times 
upon  fome  of  the  mod:  innocent,  virtuous, 
and  pious  of  mankind,  and  for  no  reafon  but 
becaufe  they  wor(hip  God  according  to  the 
didates  of  their  confciences,  it  will  evidently 
appear,  that  no  other  perfons  of  a  civilized 

and 
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tnd  learned  education  are  fo  cruel,  or  aft  io 
inhuman  and  barbarous  a  part,  as  the  popifh 
clergy, 

Th  AT  fome  of  our  fpecies  are  by  nature 
hard-hearted  and  cruel,  and  others  tender'and 
compaflionate,  is  certain :  but  it  cannot  be 
iuppofed  that  the  greater  number  of  thofe 
who  are  fet  apart  for  the  fervice  of  this 
church,  are  chofen  out  of  the  former,  and 
very  few  out  of  the  latter  j  tho*,  if  that  were 
the  cafe,  the  confequence  could  not  have 
been  much  more  remarkable  or  notorious. 

Since  then  the  caufe  of  thefe  mens  df«* 
ilinguifhing  and  fuperlative  cruelty  cannot, 
in  general,  proceed  from  any  thing  originally 
inherent  in,  or  peculiar  to  their  natural  tem- 
pers, let  us  look  farther. 

Notwithstanding  the  education  of 
ecclefiaflics  doth  not  differ  much  from  that 
of  other  Roman  Catholics  brought  up  to  lite- 
rature, yet  there  are  fome  parts  of  it  which 
feem  to  have  a  remote,  and  others  a  dire<3: 
tendency  to  plant  and  propagate  this  vice 
among  the  former. 

When  youth  are  defigned  for  the  fervice 
of  the  church,  particular  care  is  taken  to  in- 
ftrudl  them  in  logic,  and  the  moft  fubtile  arts 
of  wrangling  5  in  mctaphyfics  and  fchool  di- 
vinity; to  make  them  with  great  diligence 
and  devotion  ftudy  the  works  of  the  fathers. 


/ 
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and  read  the  romantic  lives  and  lying  legjebds 
of  their  faints.     The  firil  of  tbefe^.  (logic) 
the'  no  doubt  but  it  has  its  ufe,  yet  as  it  is 
too  often  applied,  indead  of  enabling  men 
to  difcover  and  defend  truths   only    learns 
them  to  darken  and  confound  it,  and  render 
errof  and  falfehood  fpecious :  in  a  word,  ic 
teaches  them  a  trick  of  throwing  duft  into 
other  people's  eyes,  which  often  flies  back 
into  their  own  and  blinds  them.     The  fe- 
cond  (metaphyfics)  ferves  for  little  elfe  than 
to  fill  their  heads  with  airy,  empty,  and,  for 
the   moil  part,  falfe  notions  and  opinions, 
and  to  talk,  write,  and  difpute  without  ideas. 
The  third   (fchool  divinity)  doth  not  only 
abound  with  vain  and  unprofitable,  but  ridi- 
culous and  indecent  queftions.     The  fourth,- 
(the  works  of  the  fathers)  to  which  they  are 
taught  to  pay  the  utmoft  veneration,  incul- 
cate many  erroneous  doctrines,  and  fuperfti- 
tious  ceremonies,  and  a  belief  of  falfe  mira- 
cles i  and  alfo  ftrongly  recommend,  by  pre- 
cepts exadly  conformable  to  the  examples  of 
divers  of  thefe  holy  men  themfelves,  hatred 
and  perfecution  of  thofe  they  ftyle  heretics. 
The  laft  (the   lives  and   legends   of  their 
faints)  confirm  them  in  all  the  word  things 
they  learned  from  the  works  of  the  fathers, 
and  beget  in  them  a  belief  of  the  moft  im- 
probable romances,  and  moil  notorious  lyes 

and 


eftb^  BlCmish  Ecclesiastics^      aaj 

and  falfeho^ds^  and  caufes  tbem  to  mi  (lake 
the  ranked  enthuiiafm  for  the  pureft  and 
moft  acceptable  religion,  and  the  higheft 
flights  of  madnefs  for  the  trueft  devotion  \ 
Add  to  this,  that  the  tutors  of  youth  fet  apart 
for  the  fervice  of  the  church,  being  generally 
churchmen,  fpare  no  pains  to  imprefs  on  the 
minds  of  their  pupils,  firfl,  an  opinion  that 
they  are  greatly  fuperior  to  laymen,  from 
whom  the  moft  profound  reverence  is  due 
to  ecclefiaftics :  and  fecandly,  that  what 
they  call  herefy,  and  thofe  they  call  heretics, 
are  by  all  poflible  means  to  be  extirpated ;  and 
for  this  purpofe  every  method,  even  the  moft 
compulfive,  fanguinary,  and  cruel,  k  not 
only  neceflary  and  allowable,  but  highly  ac- 
ceptable and  meritorious  with  God ;  and  that 

theyy 

'  "  Divers  inftances  having  been  mentioned,  in  the  laft 
Eflay,  of  the  haughty,  turbulent,  and  perfecuting  fpirit 
that  fo  evidently  appeared  in  feveral  of  the  moft  eminent 
fathers  of  the  church ;  in  order  to  render  the  (ketch  al- 
ready drawn  of  their  charafters  more  complete,  a  few 
fpecimens,  in  a  Supplement  to  this  Eflay,  will  be  given, 
firft,  of  the  erroneous  dodxrines,  fuperftitious  ceremonies, 
and  belief  of  falfe  miracles,  inculcated  by  thefe  holy  men  ; 
fecondly,  of  their  whimfical  opinions,  and  abfurd  inter- 
pretations of  fcripture.  To  which  will  be  added  a  fhort 
account  of  ridiculous  and  indecent  queftions  which  are 
common  in  fchool  divinity ;  and  of  certain  high  flights 
of  diftradlion,  wiiich  have  been  efteemed  by  Roman 
Catholics,  and  by  fome  others  alfo,  as  the  molt  fublime 
devotion. 
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they,  the  clergy,  are  the  principal  inftrumcnts 
he  makes  ufe  of  to  accomplifh  this  glorioifs 
work. 

Thus  loaded  with  learned  lumber^  zeal- 
ous for  falfe  dodtrines  and  ufelefs  ceremonies, 
puffed  up  with  pride  %  and  poifoned  with 
the  moft  pernicious  principles,  thefc  men 
leave  the  feminaries  of  their  education;  and  if 
they  enter  into  any  of  the  orders  of  monks  or 
firiers,  as  multitudes  of  them  do,  they  then 
become  reel  ufe,  and  very  oftpn  melancholy 
and  four,  and,  as  a  natural  confequence, 
cruel.  What  better  indeed  can  be  expefted 
from  perfons  fequeftered  from  the  world, 
deftitute  of  proper  employment,  and  deprived 
of  almoft  all  the  pleafurcs  and  diverfions, 
even  the  moft  innocent,  that  others  enjoy  ? 
But  whether  they  betake  themfelves  to  a 
monaftic  life,  or  fix  among  the  fecular  clergy, 
all  Romijh  ecclefiaftics  are  obliged  to  make 
a  vow  of  celibacy  and  contincncy.  What 
phyfical  effedl  the  ftrick  obfervance  of  this 

may 

®  Beilde  this  vice  of  pride  being  inculcated  by  the 
tutors  of  youth  defigned  for  the  church,  many  perfons 
brought  up  to  literature  are,  of  themfelves,  extremely 
apt  to  defpife  the  unlearned  part  of  mankind  j  and  when 
the  little  learning  in  the  world  was  almoft  intirely  mono- 
polized by  priefts,  this  rendered  them  cxcefBvely  proud, 
and  gave  great  opportunities  to  the  Romijh  clergy,  which 
it  is  well  known  they  did  notnegle6i,of  grofsly  impofmg 
upon^  and  exercifing  a  tyraunic^il  ijov/er  over  the  laity. 
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may  have,  efpecially  on  fome  cohditutions^ 
towards  making  men  morofe  and  cruel,  muft 
be  left  to  phyficians  and  naturalifls,  or  rat^her 
perhaps  to  common,  obfervationaad  experir 
<nce  to  .determine :  but  certain  it  is  they  are 
thereby  deprived' of  the  endearing  relations 
of  hufband  and  father,  which  undoubtedly 
contribute  to  render  men  tender  and  compaf* 
iionate.*  And  as  many  monai^ics  are  intirely, 
and  moft  of  the  JRor^/h  clergy  in  a  great  mea« 
fure  .fecluded.  from  that 'free,  chafte,  and 
agreeable  converiation  with  the  fair  fex,  that 
in .  many  countries  other  men  are  allowed  to 
enjoy,  and. which,;  under  proper  regulations^ 
tends  fo  gratly  to.  ci'vilizej  polilhv  and  hu-. 
manize.the  minds  ^f'men;  this  may  alfo  be 
a.caufc  why  edclefiaftics  are  more.crueLthan 
the:  laity.'  It.  is  ohfcrvable,  th^vTurks  and 
MoorSy  and  other:  nations  ixas>v\g  whom  this 
free*  coiivcrfatibn  of  the  fcxcs  is  prohibited 
and  di'fufed,  are! much  more  morofe,  brutifh; 
and  cruel,  than  thdfe  among  whom  it  is 
allowed  and  pradifed« 

t:&i.NCE  this  agreeable  confer fe  with  tho 
lair  fex  is  fo  fcrviccable  to  the. men,  how 
greatly  b  it  to  be  regrdtted,  that  for  the  bene-; 
.  fit  of  fiotb  fexes,  women  are  not  generally  fo: 
educated,  that  their  ronverfations  might  be^ 
iUll  much  more  uiefol  to  ua  as  well  as  bene-* 
fidal  tothemfelves  Mf,  in^ead  of  filling  their*^ 
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heads  with  trifles,  or  worfe  than  trifles^  they 
were  early  taught  what  might  be  really  aib- 
£}1,  they  would  not  then  be  io  continually 
in  purfuit  of  iilly,  ridiculous^  expenfive,  and 
many  times  criminal  amuiements;  neither 
would  their  conver&tion  be  fo  infipid  and 
hnpertinent,  as  it  too  often  is.  On  the  con^ 
trary,  were  their  minds  properly  improved 
with  knowledge,  which  it  is  certain  they  are 
exceedingly  capable  of,  how  much  moK 
^eeaUe  would  they  be  to  themfelves,  and 
how  much  more  improving  and  delightfiii 
to  us  ?  How  truly  charming  does  beauty  apt- 
pear,  when  adorned  by  good  nature,  g^>od 
ienie,  and  knowledge  P  And  when  beauty 
£ules,  as  foon  it  muft,  there  will  thea  be 
thofe  qualities  and  acoompliflimenta  remains 
ing,  which  cannot  fail  to  command  great  ie« 
gard,  eflieem,  andaflfedbn. 

But  to  return  to  miy  iiibjed;  It  has  been 
^en  notice  of  in  the^  beginning  of  thefe 
E&ys,  that  feveral  pajBions  incident  to  hu^ 
man  nature,  when  they  proceed  Ipi  the  greafteil 
excefs,  frequently  end  ia  cruelty*  Them  are 
none,  of  which  this  ia  more  remarkably  true^ 
timn  pride  and  aqlbilioa;:  and  there  arenf^ 
men  in  the  world  more  ^necally,  or  to  a 
greatd:  degnee  infeded  with  thefe  vices,  than 
tiie  popifh  clergy.  To  which  may  be  added; 
that  as  we  fee  the.  barbarity  of  a  lai^  gang 

2  ol 


of  baadttU  is  uGs^ly  more  eaornusus.  thaa 
tiuikflf II,  few  rc^uas,  ib  the  ccu^y  pffidici^ 
pcicflsu  greatly  iocna&ij  by  their  beu3g  Qx 
IUKIUC9US.,  ,  Ajid  l^  vs  aifo  a^d,  that  laan.}^. 
of  thefe  have  been  taken  from,  the  verx 
dr^gi  of  .the  pec^lc— -Even  one  of  the  popes 
ha4  ^in  a  beggfir^ba)[  about  th&  (beets  0^ 

,  Tr JJK  it  i«i  |h»t ^thougja, pride jiaiaB)^ 

without  power  they  cannot  praftife  iU  tooB^ 
the  extent  of  their  wifhes,  or  feldora  to  any 
confiderable  degree.  Unhappily  for  Chri- 
ftendom,  as  we  have  elfewhere  obfervcd, 
power  has  befn  beAowcd  upon  thefe  men; 
and  this  hath  enabled  them  to  fill  the  worltj 
with  their  abopnaatiofis  ajid  their  craelties. 

How  muct;^  Hatxtz  fiuae  perfons  may  be 
inciincd  to  cruekjr^  f^  a  jcac  of  fufferlngin 
their  reputatioi>^  af  oflfeadwie  tlie  laws  of 
God  and  man,  and  incurring  prefent  or  fu- 
ture punifhment,  do  undoubtedly  reflrain 
many  from  committing  ai^s  of  barbarity. 
But  when  men  are  fo  &r  from  being  under 
thefe  reftraints,  that  they  are  abetted  and  en- 
caiira^M  h^  o:  auminous  fraternity,  and  by 
hutnan  laws,  to  exerclfe  the  greateft  cruel  ^ 
ties;  and  alfo  take  it  in  their  heads  to  fancy, 
or  pretend,— moft  impioufly  pretend,  that 
CL.2  they 
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they  are  coramanded  by  God  to  plicae  aiul 
torment  their  fcllow-aeatnres,  what  tnhu- 
man  monfters  are  fuch  likely  to  become!  and 
what  diabolical  a^ts  of  cruelty  may  not  be 
expeded  from  them ! 

Do  not  thefe  feveral  circumiUnces,'when 
duly  conJlderedj  in  fome  meafure  account 
for  Romijb  ecclefiallics  being  more  cmel, 
and  exercifing  more  horrid  barbarities,  than 
other  perfons  of  a  civilized  and  learned 
education  ? 


SUPPLE  ME  NiX> 


229 


/ 


SUPPLEMENT 

TO    TH  E 

FOREGOING    ESSAY. 

HAVING  in  the  laft  Effay  ipentioned 
the  ill  confequences  attending  the  vene- 
ration paid  to  the  works  of  the  £athers»  efpe- 
daily  hy -R^/«^»  Catholics  who  arc  defigned 
for  the  fervice  of  the  church ;  and  that  fchool 
divinity,  in  v^hicfa  great  care  is  taken  to  in- 
ftro^l:  thqm,  doth  not  only  abound  with  vaia 
and  unprofitablCj  but  ridiculous  and  indecent 
queflions;  and  alio  that  thcfe  mens  being 
taught  to  read  thie  romantic  lives  and  lying 
legends  of  thoir  faints  with  much  devotion, 
frequently  begets  in  them  a  belief  of  the  moft 
improbable  romances^  and  moft  notorious 
lyes  and  falfehoods^  and  caufes  them  to  mi-* 
ftake  the  ranked  enthufiafm  for  the  pureft 
and  moft  acceptable  religion,  and  the  higheft 
*  flights  of  madncfs  for  the  trueft  devotion;  I 
fhall  here,  in  proof  of  what  is  there  alledged, 
give '  fome  fpecimens  of  thefe  particulars : 
and  firft, 

0^3  O^ 


%^o  Supplement  to  tbe 

Of  tbe  erroneoos  dodrines^  faperftitious 
xeremonifes^  and  belkf  d  taXk  i»rsiclw,  «» 
culcated  by  divers  of  tbe  primitive  Sobers. 
To  wbich  will  be  added^  -tbe  reckal  of-tbree 
Of  four  miracles  from  fotne  of  tbt  mdft  an- 
cient church-biflorians,  and  a  few  eztradts 
from  tbe  lives  of  faints* 


8  E  C  T  I  O  N    I. 

MB4RBErRAC,  ito  faii  rrmte  it 
.  hniar^i€fert$deVEgHSe\i^^x^ 
ihewsy  that  feveial  of  thefe  fathers,  bjr  de- 
.claimiAg  tgainft  marriage,  and  beftowing 
fuch  extravagant  eficomioms  bpon  celihacft 
laid  the  foandation  of  tfa«'imm«fHc  lifi^  and 
gave  occafion  ion  tbofe  unnitural  voiM»  by 
which  fuch  muititudea  of  men  and  wbmen 
oblige  tbenfi&l ves  to  difobey  that  great  coni- 
mand  of  God,— Increafe  and  inultiply*  This 
.author  occafionally  obferve^i  that  the  nuns 
are,  by  fome  of  the  £ithers,  frequently  called 
the  fpoufe^  of  Cbrifi ;  and  that  St.  Jirm 
gives  Eiiftocbnm^  a  nun,  the  title  of  my  kdy, 
as  being  Cbriji\  fpoafe,  and  to  her  motbtr 
that  of  God's  mother-in-law '.  Mr.  Bar^ 
beyrac  further  takes  notice^  that  St«  Cyrifs 

unintetligible 

,     ?  Particularly  in  Ch.  ii»  §.  7.   C.  iii.  §.  8.  C.  iv.  §.  31. 
C.  xii'u  §•  2.  ]  CK  iv.  ^  '^* 
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unintelligible  jargon^  by  which  he  endeavours 
to  extol  the  facrament  of  the  fupper,  by  de- 
gi:ees  produced  the  monftrous  dodlrine  of 
tranjfubftantiation  \  And  that  St.  Auftin\ 
abominable  maxim,  of  felievers  having 

A  RIGHT  TO  EVERY  THING,  AND  UNBE- 
LIEVERS TO  NOTHING,  feems  to  be  the 
foundation  on  which  the  church  of  Ronii 
has  iince  built  her  extenfive  pretentions  to 
temporal  authority  ^  This  faint's  words  are 
fo  remarkable,  both  in  refped  to  the  fubjedt 
above-mentioned^  and  the  exorbitant  power 
he .  afcribes  to  princes  over  the  property  of 
their  people,  that  I:  cannot  forbear  to  infert 
them-  Writing  to  the  Donatifts  he  fays^ 
JEtquamvis  res  quaque  terrena  non  reSii  i 
guqjtfam  poffideri  pojjity  nifi  vel  jure  divin^-^ 

QUO    CU14CTA    JUSTQRUM    SUNT,    'Oel  jure 

hutnam^  q^od  in  potsstate  regum  est 
TERRA,  ideoque  res  vejiras-falfo  adpelletis^ 
quas  necjuftipq/Jideiis^  etfecandum  leges  regum 
terrenorum  amittere  jujji  efiis\  fruftraqut 
dkatis^  nos  eis  congregandis  laboravimusy  cum 
fcriptum  Ugatis :  labores  impiorum  justi 
edent,6?^'. 

81R  Jfaac  Newton^  in  his  fourteenth  chap* 
ter  of  Obfervations  upon  the  prophecies  of 
JDaniet^  has  colledied,  from  the  works  of  the 
fiuhers,  a  number  of  erroneous  dofbrines, 

Q'  4  foperftitious 

•    •  Gt  fc  §.  6.        ^  C.  xvi.  §.  1 3.        »  Epift.  xcilu 
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fupcrftitious  ceremonies,  and  belief  of  felfe 
miracles,  inculcated  by  thefc  holy  men.     He 
inftanees  particularly  the  Gregories^    Njiffin 
and  Nazianzeftj  Cypriariy  Jeronty  Bafily  Cbry^ 
fojloniy  and  Atbanafius:     "The  heathens,** 
fays  Sir  IfaaCy  "  were  delighted   with  the 
**  feftivals  of  their  gods,  and  unwilling  to 
«*  part  with  thefe  delights ;  and  therefore 
**  Gregory^  to  facilitate  their  converfion,  in- 
**  ftituted  annual  feftivals  'to  the  faints  and 
**  martyrs.     Hence  it  came  to  pafs,  that  for 
•*  exploding  the  feftivals  of  the  heathens^ 
*•  the  principal  feftivals  of  the  chriftians  fuc- 
**  ceeded  in  their  room  :-  as  the  keeping  of 
"  Cbrijimas  with  ivy  and  feafting,  and  play- 
•*  ing  iand  fports,  in  the  room  of  the  Baccba^ 
"  nalia  and   Saturnalia^  ♦  *  *  *  jand  the  ^ 
*'  keeping  of  feftivals  to  the  virgin  Mary^ 
"  Jobh  the  baptift,  &e.     By  the  pleafure  of 
"  thefe  feftivals  the  chriftians  increafed  much 
**  in  numlier,  and  decreafed  as  much  in  virtue. 
"  AtbanaJiuSy  who  died  in  the  year   373,  ' 
*'  wrote  an  oration  upon  the  reliques  of  the 
**  forty  martyrs  at  Antiocbi  and  when  the. 
"  miracle-working  bones  oijobn  the  baptift 
"  were  carried  into  Egypty  Atbanafius  hid 
**  them  in  a  wall  of  a  chnvchy' tbat  tbey  mtgbt 
"  be  profitable  to  future  generations.''     Cbry^ 
fojiom  in  one  of  his  fermons  exhorts  to  faint- 
worfhip :  "  Perhaps,'*  fays  he,  ^*  you  are  in- 
^  ^«fli*enccd 


«  fluenccd  with  no  fmall  love  towariSs  tfefc 
♦*  martyrs  5  therefore  v<^ith  this  ardour  let  atf 
^'  fall  down  before  their  reliques^  let  us^efti^ 
**  brace  their  coffins :  for  the  coffins  of  l£(e 
f*  martyrs  have  great  power,  &ci''  In  (hort^ 
our  illuftrious  author  plainly  proved,  that 
many  of  the  idolatrous  dod):rines  and  iiiper^ 
ftitious  ceremonies  now  taught  and  pradHied 
by  papifts,  were  invented  or  greatly  encou*. 
raged  by  thefe  fathers  of  the  church  $  and 
alfo  that  they  induftrioufly  propagated  tb^ 
belief  of  falfe  miracles,  pretended  to  have  beeii 
wrought  by  the  reliques  of  the  fainfi .  and 
martyrs  "^^  He  particularly  mentions  that  of 
the  oracle  of  jipoilo  Dapbtueus  being,  ftruck 
dumb,  as  foon  as  the  body  of  the  niartyr  St« 
BaSylas  was  depofited  near  the  temple  in 
which  this  oracle  was  given  forth;  and  the 
cmiperor  Julian^  preffing  exceedingly  for  an 
anfwer  from  Apolky  could  obtain  no  other, 
but  that  lie  was  hindered  from  fpeaking  by 
the  bones  of  the  martyr  Babylas\  which  were 
buried  there. 

^  Some  admirers  of  the  fathers  have  been  much  dif- 
pleafed  with  Sir  Ifaac  Newton  for  expofing  thef r  fuperfti- 
tion,  and  perhaps  fomething  worie,  as  he  has  done,  and 
have  endeavoured  to  defend  them ;  but  to  what.purpofe, 
thofe  who  have  read  thefe  apologies  and  the  work$  of  the 
fathers  impartially,  will  be  beft  able  to  judge.  However, 
it  has  been  faid  by  a  certain  perfon,  '^  that  he  never 
^<  read  ah  apology  for  tbp  fathers,  but  it  increa(pd  his 
♦*  averfion  for  them/* 


f  |4  Srfffh^n^V  49  the 

^^^!trf^om»^\fho  folates  thisltft-fiienw 
lipiMd  wk*c\t^  hyBy  that  JuU^  gaveordeM 
fiKjmPPVi^g  «he  boj^ei.  of  Sb  Bafylas  to 
^Mh  f  t^at  thtff  m'^bt  nd  longct*  keep  the 
^ntot^Alent;  to^  in  ll)e.  very  inoihent  wfaetl 
^^  preoous  r^U^es  entered  into  the  cit^^ 
thfr^tfie  of  ^^N^^  ^^^  ^  il9bf  ^  his  temV 
^^  Mrece  <kiW<igried;  \xy.  UghjEnin^ .  St^  Cl&if^-^ 
^/^jifefl^  en^Qf«  tin  inUre  bomiLjr,  ^  a  largd 
|^SO\|rife  wliHkcli  fpltowa  i(»  in  hariangUiiig  on 
ti#  fen^e  fiiti{)«a  j)f  Biiyias,  and  upon  the 
^k^9P  bud  4bHy  lotra^be  Vt^rpa^t  by  th« 
f^iqvfp  0f  the  Qigrtyre^  (q  ihtr  edification  of 
|hQ«fellLirph  and  (Hi  cbnfufion  6f  unbelierers; 
tM  djfSft  that  th^ie  fiiiraclds.  demdnftratcd 
ihe  truth  cf  the  refurteftlon. 
; .  T:ii«  .latter  pact  .of.  this  adcoont  is  girtix 
hf';T?rk.:Afiii$lkiom %  ftom  whom  Illiall  mtn*- 
f ion^  tw(>  other  mir acles  reiportstf  by  twa 
^i^ferent  fathers^  .  i      . 

*  <jJ^BGORrofJ^^bAi^^^  'Hhathiafaame^ 
!'  ^0i<telie4  the  WS^nder^workeivbeing  ikpon 
*^  a  journey,  was  forced  one  n^kt  to  taici 
.^  flbelter  in  an  heathen  temple,  famed  for  an 

^^  <rfMie  anfl  diiina^h)  Where  tfte  ^tn5ns 
^^  Ulfed,  to  ^pptat  vifibly,  :ifid  cfe  theftifd v^s 
'**  tb  tlje  priefts :  but  the  holy  ftthef,  by  in- 
."  vpking  the  name  oij^^  put  them  all  to 
.'*  flight; and  hf  nfUddngthe  %tt <)£ the crtifs^ 

"pdfifled 

'  fin^/i/dKr/Mi's  works,  Vol.  t«  p.  )2|. 


.n 


'«c 


•<  plirilfocl  the  air,  pollutfcd  by  th6  fteath  of 
**  thck  ftcw^es*  The  next  ntorn1ng,*t^en 
"  the  prieft  came  to  peiifofrA  his  ufadl  fiiho. 
**  dobs,  the  devils  app«j&red>  and  aeqdainted 
**  him/  that  they  bad  been  dfivert  dut  the 
^•flight  before  by  a  ftrtftfgef,  and  had  hot 
the  power  td  returi) :  Acx*  wa$  he  able  io 
recall  them  by  aU  the  charms  of  his  expia> 
■*•  twy  facrifices.  Upon  this  the  ptleft  pur- 
■**  (bed  Greg6ry  in  great  wrath,  and  oVei-n 
<*  taking  him  on  the  road,  threatened  hiin 
moft  terribly,  for  what  he  had  done.    Kit 

•  •  • 

Gregory^  defpifing  his  threats,  gave  him  to 
•*  uhdtt-ftand,  that  he  had  a  power  ftipctror 

■•*  to  that  of  devils,  and  could  drive  them 
*'  whitherfocver  he  pieafed.  The  prieft, 
*^  amazed  at  what  he  faid,  began  to  beg, 

^*  that  for  a  proof  olf  his  ptower  he?  woufd 
••  fetch  them  back  again  into  the  temple  j 
^^  to  which  Gregory  corifenting,  wrote  bnly 

-**  this  ftibrt  noit-^'-^egcry  to  5^/tf»,— Enter* 
^«  With  this  the  prieft  Was  difmiflcdv  and 
"  laying   the  little    billet  upon   the  altar, 

^  brought  the  devils  back  again  inuhedi&tely 
•' to  their  old  feats  V'l 

St.  JerotHj  who,  as  Dr.  Msddlettm  fays,  is 
of  all  the  ancients  the  mdft  efteemed  for  his 
learning  and  judgment,  tclli  the  following 

'  ftory :  "  When  8t.  Antmy^  a  hermit,  was 

^  travelling 

y  Ibid.  Vol  L  p.  121. 
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"  travdling  through  the  dcferts  of  £^v//,  to 
*'  feek  out  Paul^  another  hermit,  whom  he 
•^  was  ordered  to  vifit  by  a  divine  revelation, 
f^  he  met  with  a  Centaur  upon  the  road,  and 
^^  being  amazed  at  the  figure  of  fd  (Irange  a 
creature,  and  having  armed  himfelf  with 
the  iign  of  the  crof^,  he  demanded  of  the 
beafl,  in  what  part  of  the  defert  the  fer- 
**  vant  of  God  refided:  to  which  the  Centaur 
**  made  fome  anfwer  in  a  ftrange  and  horri- 
?  ble  tone  of  voice,  and  with  geftures  of 
great  civility  pointed  out  the  road  to  him 
*?  by  ftretching  forth  his  right-hand,   and 
**  then  ran  fwiftly  away.     Antony  had  not 
.«*  gpne  m  any  fteps  farther,  wondering  within 
**  himfelf  at  what  he  had  juft  feen,  before  be 
**  cfpicd  a  5^/yr  approaching  towards  him: 
**  this  creature  was  a  little  man,  with  goat^ 
/*  feet,  a  crooked  nofe,  and  a  forehead  armed 
**  with  horns,  who,  in  token  of  peace,  oP- 
•*  fered  him  the  fruit  of  the  palp-tree,  and 
**  being  prefcntly  ^afked  by  Antony ^  what  be 
•*  was,  replied,  I  am  a  mortal,  and  one  of 
, "  thofe  inhabitants  of  the  defert,  whom  the 
**  deluded  Gentiles  worfhip,  under  the  names 
**  of  Fauns\  SntyrSy  and  Incubii  and  am  now 
,  ^^  deputed  as  ;an  aniba£&dor  from  our  whole 
.  *V  tribe,  to  beg  .your  prayers  and  interceffion 
:  ^^  for  us  to  our  common  lord  and  maflcr, 

% 

"whom 
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**  whom  wc  know  to  have  been  fcht  for  the 
^*  ialvation  of  the  whole  world '/' 

Either  thefe  faints  believed  the  mira*' 
culous  fiories  they  related,  or  they  did  not' 
believe  them :  if  they  did  believe  them,  they' 
muft  have  been  fbme  of  the  weakeft  and' 
moil  credulous  of  men  :  if  they  did  not  be-^ 
licve  thofe  things  which  they  reported '.  for* 
truths,  I  (ball  leave  the  reader  to  judge  whaf 
appellation  they  deferve  ^  and  in  either  cafe,' 
how  much  fuch  perfons  were  to  be  relied* 
on.    But  it  is  not  very  difBcult  to  form  a' 
judgment  of  this  laft-meotioned  faint  parti* 
cularly,  who,  tho*  he  acknowledged  a  cer- 
tain ftory  told  by  the  chriftians  oijerufakm^, 
relating  to  xhtjews^  to  be  improbable,  yet. 
added,  as  I  have  elfewhere  taken   notice^ 
Nm  condetmamus  efrorem^  qui  4e  odio  Judac^ 
rum  &  Jid^.pietate  defcendet  \j.  e.  y  We  do* 
*^  not  find  fault  with  an  e/ror,  which  flows' 
**  firom  an  batned  of  the  y^wi,  and  a  pious^ 
**  zeal  for' the  chriftian  faith.*'     And  in  an- 
other place'he:iAticoatfia^;tfaat:refpQding  con* 
troverfy,j.w£iore:end.was  victory  rather  thaa^ 
truth,  it  Wis.dlowable  t6  employ  every ;af5i-. 
fice  whiflh.  would  beft,  fepve  to  c;pnqjHa";in 
advetiary  ••-  I;..     :  ,  -;  :.: ;   .    f:   v-J  -r.  •' 

«  Ibid.  p.  2 1 8.  •  Open  T.  IV^  p/ 1  k  jr  from 

Dr.  Adiddlcton^^lnqmry^  p.  128.  ^  Ihid, 
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This  is  indeed  qnite;  agraeabte  to>  ?iii^ 
*^  general  charauSter,  avowed  and  defeodbd 
^  hif  himfetf^  ta  ioy  and  un^iy,  and  to  it^ue 
*^  pra  or  rM^  juft  aa  it  &iked  tfaoe  tiDies^  or 
^^  ferved  his  caufe :  and  this  coodoA  he.  po^ 
^  tends  to  juftify  l^  the.  oxanaplea^  (£.  odKf 
^^  £tint^  of  St  Fcad^:  najr  and  QiCbnfe,hmr 
^^felf,  whom  he  reprefents  aa  lajriog  aboofi 

them,  like  mad-men,  widn  every  weapoD^ 
^good  or  had,  tha(  comes  neat  ta  h^od^ 

wkhoot  any  regard  to  fincerky  a»d  troth^ 
**  which  be  thinks  bc^  man  is  tied  4o  in  a  dif« 
^  p«(p,  any  fortber  than  it  ienresbis  tmn  %^'. 

H  A  D^  not  the  learned  JMhfkem^  though  1^ 
2ealoa»  advocate  Hbr  chrifiianiff,  r^albn  to» 
eix^reft  his  fincis,  *^  diat  thqfe  who  faffdt 
'^  #ith  any  atteiriiion  into  the  wr&iiigs  df  tho» 
^  ^greateftandmc^holydodm^oft^feufth^ 
^^eentary,  will  find  them  aiV  l/^^bbotrt  nh- 
^  caption^  difpofed  to  Dtosi ve  and  to 
*^  LYE,  whenever  th^  intereft  of  ietigioa  nei 
^  quires  it  ^V^  Bint  forely  shk  author  ooBld' 
have  Uttle  reafon  tTO-con&M  theft  feaes  to^the 
ftdier^  of  one  late  ^mitury:^  might  he  Mot' 
very  ju%  hav«  faid^  with.  tk.MdiliU*^'- 
'^  inh^  later  fathers,  bUSkA  bf  ^"Sslis^ztf^t 
^*  or  intereft,  could  be  tempted  to-pii^^agdM- 
•*  A  ffrNowN  LYE ;  Or  with  all  their  learning 
"  and  knowledge^.  CQuld  be  fo  weakly  qtq- 

^/h'^,  *  Ibid.  p.  ip* 


"  which  they  themrolvof^  %%u(ii  j,  tjlMf «  mi^ 
*<  alwftj^  be.  KAron  to  Af ipo^  ^M  tlM  tei 

*'  pit^uidices wcwld Qf)eriu^.e«eti  nyxe Aeoog^ 
*<  intbeeai;Hei:fat^E3.  ptrQiaptQd)pgrflb«£ifnfi 
«« zeal  and  the  fame  m.t«reft%  y«t:a)d«ie«t  vkh 
"  kfs  lc3Ening»  bf&jutjgoMiN^  atkd  WotAOKh 
«<dulity  V:  .J  wj 


« 
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TO  the  foregoing  acpount  of  ix)iracl<is 
givea  us  by  tjie  fathers^  t  ^^^  ^clcj*  th^ 
recital  of  three  or  four  from  ^of&  ancic;^ 
and '  celebrated  cliurchrhUlpcian\  Eujebiujf^^ 
Sozomen yznd  J^vagriw.    \  ^ 

The  firft  of  thefe  reUJtqs,  frpn*  a'certajft 
author  wh6  wrote  before,  his  tiniQ,  "  ^n  im- 
"  pprtant  fadt,  that,''  %s  he,,  "  ba^penccj 
"  ^on^  us,  ancj,  \yhic.b,  if  jt  ha4  hiy)^eiie(| 
"  among  the  inh^bitanjts,  of  Sodom,^  would|,  I 
"  perfuade  niylelf,.  h^ve  c^tfd  thejpi  tdi?e- 
**  pen^."  It  was  of  a  rnair^vr  namqd  I^atflis^ 
who  Iiv?d  in  that  time,  a^d  bcThft  fedijped,  bj^ 
certain  heretics,  who  tavght^  that  Cbrtfi\vr^ 
biit  a  mere  man,  to  join  in  this  belief,.  h« 
{Natalis)  was  frequently  advifed  in  his  dreafla* 
tp^feparate  from  thefe  men ;  but  not  conform- 
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ing  to  this  advice,  he  was  fcourged  daring  a 
whole  night  by  angels :  Upon  which,  rifing 
early  in  the  morning,  covering  himfelf  with 
&ck-cloth  and  aihes,  and  appearing  before 
ZepberinuSy  the  clergy  and  people,  they  were; 
by  his  tears  and  the  fight  of  his  wounds,  fo 
moved  to  oompafiion,  that  he  was  reftored 
to  the  communion  of  the  church  ^  *' 

SOZOMEN  gives  us  the  two  following 
'  miracles  performed  about  the  year  324  by 
Spyridon^  bifliop  of  Cyprus. 

A  CERTAIN  perfon    having  depofited 

fomething  of  value  with  Irene^  this  bifhop^s 

daughter,  (he  hid .  it  under^ground  for  the 

greatier  fecucity,  and  died  foon  after,  without 

difcovering  to  any  one  where  it  was  con- 

<^ed.    He  who  had  repofed  this  confidence 

in  her,   coming  to  'demand  his  property^ 

Spyridon  fearched  the  houfe  for  it^  but  to  no 

piirpofe ;  whereupon  he  went  to  his  daughter'^;' 

grave,  called  her  with  a  loud  voice,  and  afked 

where  (he  had  laid  what  (he  was  intruded 

with  :  (he  immediately  declared  the  place  in 

which  it  was  hid,  and  iS/^nW(7;{  returning  tQ 

Ills  houfe  found  yihdi  had  been  left  with  her, 

sthd*  reftbred  it  to  the'  owner  k     The  fame 

ftory,  with  a   fmall  variatio'n,  is  told   by 

Socr^ates^  another  of  thcfe  ancient  church-* 

hiftbrians  ^. 

This 

^^HiH.  Eccl.  I.  v.  c.  a8.  *  So^omen  K  i.  €•  xL 

*  SocraUs  J.  i.  c.  xii. 
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Tttis  holy  bifhop,  (Spyridon)  fays  Sos^omerTf 
had  accuftomcd  himfelf  to  beftow  part  of  the 
produce  of  his  lands  on  the  poor,  and  to  lend 
without  intereft  to  others  who  had  occafion 
t30  borrow.     When  any  perfons  came  to  him 
for  this  purpofe,  he  (hewed  them  the  ftore- 
houfe,  and  bid  them  take  what  they  would* 
When  they  brought  again  what  they  had 
borrowed,  he  defired  them  to  place  it  where 
they  had  taken  it  from.     A  man  coming  one 
day  pretending  to  return  what  he  had  bor- 
rowed, Spyridon  bid  him  put  it  into  the  ftore- 
honfe  ^   but  inflead  of  fo  doing  he  carried  it 
away  with  him.     In  a  little  time  after  comea 
the  fame  perfon  to  borrow  fome  corn :  th^ 
bifhop  faid  he  might  go  and  take  it  ^  but  thd 
man  finding  none  in  the  ftore-houfe,  ac- 
quainted Spyridon  therewith  5  «pon  which 
this  holy  man  faid  ti  him,  I  am  furprifed 
Aat  you  only  (hould  find  the  .ftorc-houfe 
emptjr  r  rcfleft  with  yourfclf ;  hi\t  you  not 
ncgTcftcd  to  reftore  what  you  borrowed  ?  for 
unlefs  this  had  happened,  you'CduM  not  have 
fdild^to'have  foirntf  what  you  wante^.   Have 
filth  fn  God,  and;yeu  will  find*  what  yoij 


J--  -       ;   * 

gallic 
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EVAGRIUS^  among  other  miracles 
performed  by  a  monk  named  Zojimas^  reports 
the  following :  This  holy  man  going  one  day 
to  Cafarea^  and  leading  an  afs  which  carried 
his  baggage,  met  a  lion  who  ran  away  with 
the  afs.  Zofimas  followed  him  into  a  neigh- 
bouring foreft,  and  when  the  lion  had  eaten 

• 

the  afs,  the  monk  thus  expoilulated  with  the 
lion :  I  cannot,  faid  the  faint,  proceed  in  my 
journey,  for  I  am  neither  young  enough,  nor 
ftrong  enough  ^o  carry  my  baggage :  you 
muft  therefore,  for  a  little  time,  lay  afide 
your  natural  fiercenefs,  and  carry  my  luggage. 
Accordingly  the  lion  immediately  fawned 
upon  him,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  (hewed  that 
he  offered  his  fervice.  Zofimas  then  placed 
his  baggage  upon  the  lion's  back,  and  led 
him  to  the  gates  of  Cafarea  ^. 

The  fame; author  tells  us,  that  the  fol- 
lowing mir^icle  happened  during  the  time 
in  which  Epiphanius  was  bifhop  of  Conftan-^ 
tinople.  A  cufl;ora  had  been  long  obfervcd 
in  this  city,  that  when  a  large  quantity  of  conr 
fecrated^  bread  remained  after  the  communi-* 
cants  had  been  ferVed,  fome  children:  were 
fent  for  frcm  the  .fchools  to  eat  it :  an^ong 
thefe  there  happened  to  be  the  fon  o£;i  ^^^z 
maker,  ^  who  was  a  Jew.  This  boy  |Qi^g 
Jhome  tbatda^  later  thag  ufual|  and  hi§  father 

alking 

^  £wfrm^  h  iv*  t*  7« 
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afking  the  caufc  of  it,  the  boy  told  him  he 
had  been  at  church  with  other  children,  and 
what  he  had  eaten.  The  father  in  a  violent 
rage  immediately  threw  the  child  into  the 
furnace  in  which  he  melted  his  glafs.  The 
mother  mifling  her  fon,  and  not  being  able 
to  find  him,  ran  up  and  down  the  ftreets 
filling  the  air  with  her  lamentations:  but 
three  days  after,  calling  for  her  fon  at  the  door 
of  the  glafs-houfe,  (he  heard  him  anfwer ; 
when  forcing  her  way  in,  flie  found  him 
ftanding  upright  in  the  midft  of  the  furnace, 
the  fire  having  done  him  no  harm.  And 
when  (he  inquired  of  the  boy  by  what  means 
he  was  preferved  from  the  flames,  he  an- 
fwered,  that  he  had  been  feveral  times  vifited 
by  a  lady  drefTed  in  purple  robes,  who  brought 
him  water  which  extingui(hed  the  fire  where- 
with he  was  furroundedj  and  alfo  that  (he 
had  given  him  food  K 
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SECTION     III. 

TO  thefe,  miracle?,  related  as  certaia 
truths  by  (^me  of ,  the .  moft  ancient 
and  mpfl  admired  xhii^rQh'^hiftorians, .  I  (hall 

•  aril  '.  %  f   i  ..»iW--»»         '^'      '    "  ' 

add  a  few  paflaees  ou  the  fame, nature* from* 

the  liyes  oV  faints,  and  begin  with  that  of 

*  R.t5    .        .  .?.\. 
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5t.  Antony  "*,  written  by  St.  Atbanafius^  who 
declares,  that  what  he  wrote  was  either  from 
bis'own  knowledge,  (for  he.  had  often  feen 
him)  or  from  the  information  of  Antonf% 
fcrvftnt,  who  had  lived  long  with  him;^  and 
that  through  the  whole  he  had  paid  a  Arid 
regard  to  truth.     Notwithibnding  wliich^ 
this-  life  of  Antony  confifls  principally  in  moft 
nionftrous  accounts  of  the  many  outward  and 
bodily  confliAs  between  the  faint  and  the 
cjevil,  in  which  the*  the  former  fometimes^ 
got  the  vidtory,  yet  for  the  moft  part  he  was 
cruelly  whipped^  beat,  and  bruifed  by  the 
latter,  who  appeared  outwardly  and  vifibly  in 
great  variety  of  fhapes ;:  particularly  as  a  moft^ 
beautiful  wonun,  as  a  black  boy,  as  a  terrible^ 
tali,  deformed  perfonage^  reaching  up  to  thci 
clouds,  and  gpafhing  his  teeth.  Wc  are  like*, 
wife  told>  that  this  holy  man  was  attackedby 
a  huge  company  of  deviU,  who  "  transformed: 
**  themfelves  into  the  fhapes  of  all  forts  of 
/LbeaftSf  Iie»ej  beaw,  Ic<^ards,  bulb,  ferpcnts, 
"  afps,  fcorpions,  and  wolves;  every  one  of 
*«  which,  mbved  and  a&ed  agreeably^  to  the 
"  creatures  they  reprefejnted ;  *  *  *  *  fathat 
**  Antotiy  was  moft  gfiSvopfly  tortured  aod 
*»  n»ngled  ty  thcnti/"^    However,  at  laft, 
ouf  author  tells  us,   ••  the  Lord  came  to  tl\c 
^•ibnt^sTicIpv  fbtas^/^^^  the 

•       *"  *'roof 

^  Antoty  was  bom  about  tSwi  ^tw  ajo,  ,.   ..      ,  ^^ 
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^^  rocf  of  the  cell  was  as  it  were  <^ned>  and 
*'  there  appeared  a  beam  of  light  fiiooting 
down  as  it  were  towards  hina;  where- 
opon  the  devils  ilraitway  became  fpeech- 
^*  lefs )  Antony s  pain  alfo  prefently  ceafed^ 
^^  and  the  roof  clofed  agaio/^  A^er  thi^, 
the  iaint  fiiarply  expoflulated  with  his  deli- 
verer in  thefc  words :  "  Where  waft  thoti 
i)efore  ?  Why  didfl:  thou  not  s^ear  at  fii'ft 
tb  aiObage  my  pain  ?  A  voice  then  iaid 
*'  unto  him^  Antony^  I  was  here;  but  I  watted 
*'  to  iee  thy  behaviour  under  this  itryal :  and 
^^  £nce  thou  haft  valiandy  gone  through  it, 
*^  and  haft  not  been  conquiered,  I  will  alwa)^ 
be  thy  helper,  and  make  thee  famous  in 
all  places."  The  reft  of  this  faimt's  life 
principally  conMs  in  accounts  of  his  know^ 
ing  ipeople's  thoughts,  what  they  intended  to 
do,  tbo'  at  many  leagues  diftance  from  hkn ; 
his  miracubufty  curing  diieaiesy  bafting  otft 
devils,  and  behaving  and  ading  like  a  rndd^- 
xiiao.  Yet  St.  Aujiin  appeurs  to  be  greadjr 
t&oOtcd  with  reading  thefe  lying  wonders : 
for  hz  fays  of  him&lf  and  Alifius^  Stufieba^ 
mm  audientes^  &c.  ^  We  were  aftowiftwd  to 
^  heai*  fuch  marvellous  things,  fo  ^efii  iii 
'^  memory,  and  which  happehiid  almoft  ik 
**  OUT  own  times  V* 

^  Vt.  Juf.  I  via.  confdS^  €•  Vu 
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The  life  oi  Ignatius ^  founder  of  the  order 
of  Jefuits,  was  written  by  ^F.  Ribadeneyra^ 
one  of  thefocicty,  and  intimately  acquainted 
with  the  faint.  Ignatius^  like  moft  other 
fanatics  who  have  fet  up  thefe  kinds  of  reli- 
gious focieties,  began  with  pradifing.  great 
auflerities  and  abominable  flovenlinefs :  for 
**  he  went  bare-headed  night  and  day,  never 
^'  uling  a  comb^  or  any  thing  of  that  kind ; 
''  and  alfo  fuffered  his  nails  and  beard  to 
**  grow  without  cutting/*  He  flept  very 
little,  and  always  on  the  ground;  prayed 
every  day  feven  hours  upon  his  knees,  and 
daily  fcourged  himfelf  three  times  very 
iharply. 

W  E  may  be  certain  that  the  father  of  fo 

confiderablc  a  fraternity  as  that  of  the  Jefuits 

came  not  at  all  behind  the  mofl  eminent 

faints  of  iht,Romi/h  church,  either  in  conflids 

•with  the  deyil,  in  working  of  miracles,  or  in 

-divine  manifeftations.     Accordingly,  narra- 

•tives  are  given  of  many  conquefts  he  obtained 

:Over  Satan^  of  whom,  at  lad,  he  made  fo 

little  account,  that  ^^  he  did  as  eafily  drive 

*^  bim  away  with  the  ftaff  in  his  hand,  as  if 

**  he  had  been  a  cat  oir  ^  little  dog.'*     We 

have  alfo  a  long  lift  of  diftempers  miracu- 

louily  cured  by  him,  which  are  not  worth 

,iny;inferting :  but  fpme  of  the  heavenly  ap- 

jpeaxances  and  revelations  he  was  favoured 

with. 
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\fritb,  are  too  remarkable  to  be  here  omitted. 
*•  When  he  had  put  himfelf  under  the  banner 
"  of  Cbrtji^  fearing  the  weaknefs  of  the  flefh, 
"  the  moft  excellent  Queen  of  angels,  having 
•*  her  moft  precious  Son  in  her  arms,  ap* 
*^  peared  unto  him,  as  be  was  awake^  and  wjth 
**  the  fplendor  of  her  glory  enlightened  him, 
**  with  the  fweetnefs  of  her  prefence  recreated 
^^  and  ftrengthened  him,  blotting  out  of  his 
**  foul  (as  it  were  with  her  hand)  all  unclean 
*^  cogitations  and  difhoncft  reprefentatioos/' 
After  this,  as  he  was  travelling  toWarc^  Rome- 
with  two  companions,  "  God  the  Father," 
fays  my  author,  ^'  appeared  to.  him,  togetheo 
**  with  his  moft  blefled  Son,  who  carried  the 
**  crofs  upon  his  (houlders ;  *  *  *  *  and  hQ 
*'  (the  faint)  faw  that  the  eternal  Father, 
*'  turning  to  his  only-begotten  Son,  recom- 
*^  mended  Ignatius^  and  thofe  in  bis  company,, 
unto  him  with  exceeding  great  love,  put- 
ting them  into  his  hands,"  *  *  *  wha 
^' with  a  loving  and  mild  countenance  faid 
*'  unto  him,  Ego  vobis  Rome  prapitius  ero  : 
^*  /.  e.  I  will  be  favourable  to  you  at  Rome'\ 
At  another  time,  as  the  faint  wa9  f\Xtn%g  UpoA: 
the  fteps  of  St.  Domimc's  church  at  Mqnrefa^ 
*^  our  Lord  opened  bis  underftanding,  and. 
*'.rcprefenteji  unto.hjin,  as  it  were,  a  figure 
^*  of  the  moft  bdy  Trinity,  Whicl;  gUtwardly: 
l[  iignified  unto  bvtt  that  which  h9  inwardly 

R  4,  ^l  ^^tc£\\^^\ 
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^'  perceived )  and  this  with  fach  abundant 
^^  comfort,  that  he  could  not  think  or  fpeak 
^^  oiF  any  thing  but  of  the  myftcry  of  the  moft 
**  holy  Trinity/'  And  tho'  his  learning,  at 
this  time,  went  no  farther  than  to  read  and 
write,  yet  he  wrote  a  book  of  eighty  leaved 
Oh  that  profound  fubjed.  Orlandus  aifares 
us,  that  Ignatius  faw  the  blified  Trinity,  a^ 
plainly  as  we  fee  ope  another,  iinder  a  corpo^ 
real  repreicntation. 

The  life  of  St.  FIrancis,  wrote  l^  Bona^ 
venture^  a  brother  faint,  cofitains  an  account 
of  miracles,  to  which,  tefpedting  the  number 
of  them,  all  that  are  r^cof-ded  to  have  been 
wrought  by  Cbrtfi  and  his  apoftles  are  not 
to  be  compared :  and  many  <^  die  adrentares 
this  faint  was  engaged  in,  and  the  feats  hs 
performed,  were  as  wild  add  romantic  as  any 
related  of  Don  ^ixote;  At  one  tinr^e  being 
faint,  and  w;anting  fomewbac  Co  refresh  him; 
be  turned  water  into  wine.  At  another 
iSme,  dcfiring  to  be  i<:4aoed  by  mu&c,  he  waS 
immediately  gratified  by  angeh.  On  a  csr*' 
tain  ooca6ofi,.  being  thronged  on  the  iea^^ 
fliore  by  k  crowd  of  pec^le,  whowmted, 
through  mere  devotion,  to  touch  him,  hti 
Ibaped  into  a  (hip,  which  of  itfclf,  like  a  rea- 
ibnable  cmture,  and  without  die  hdp  of 
Wy  pcrioAi  withdrew  to  a  convenient  di^^ 
jftaioct  6om  the  land  j  ahddien  remained  pa^ 
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tnoveable  ami^ft  thjs  waye$/till  the  hdyinaa 
had  preached  to  the  ii>ultt«ude.  But  when 
Che  fermoin  was  ended^  aod  the  auditor^s^  who 
had  bch^d  this  miracle  with  great  afloniih- 
ment,  were  gooe  away»  the  (hip^  of  its  own 
accord,  returned  to  the  ihore^ 

At  the  celebration  of  Cbrijimas^  m  a  vii. 
lage  calkdirr^^'im,  our  faint  caufed  a  maoger 
to  be  prepared^  (acne  bay  put  therein^  and 
an  ox  and  an  afs  brought  to  the  place  :  he 
Ithen  per&M-med  mafs  lipoin  the  manger^  and 
i)ehold  there  appeared  therein,  '^  a  littie 
'^  child  of  great  cometinefs  lying  ajQeep, 
^*  which  the  ble£ed  father  St.  Frakcis^  enu- 
<<  bracing  in  both  his  arms,  did  feem  to 
^^  awake,'*  This  mit^cle,  tny  author  iays, 
^*  is  of  great  forcfc  io  ftir.  up  the  hearts  of 
^'  fuch  as^  are  h»yy  and  dull  in  the  fiuth  df 
^^  Ch^ifti*  and  the  truth  of  it  was  ftiHy 
proved,  jDot  only  by  the  teflimony  of  a  cer*- 
tain  devout  foldier  of  great  virtue  and  credit^ 
who  was  an  eye«^Une&  thereto ;  but  alio  by 
the  hay  &<Mn  the  manger  beipg  in  a  marvel* 
louis  manner  e&dual  for  the  cure  of  fick 
cattle,  and  a  Angular  pre&rvative  againfl: 
divers  kinds  of  peftilences. 

St.  Fr£ms  oonA^ntly  accoiied  the  mere 
animals,  and  even  infeds,  by  the  names  of 
brethren  and  fillers,  and  f»e(|uendy  converfed 
^BWliafly  with  them;  Sand  as  JSt,  jintcr^  of 
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Padua  preached  to  fifties,  fo.  did  St.  Francis 
to  birds,  who  were  fo  wonderfully  afFcfted 
by  his  fermoD,  that  they  ft  retched  out  their 
necks,  fprcad  abroad  their  wings,  opened 
their  bills,  and  looked  attentively  upon  him-, 
and  tho'  he  paffcd  clofeto  them,  they  would 
not  ftir,  'till  the  uian  of  God  had  made  the 
fign  of  the  crds,  and  given  them  his  bene* 
didion,  upon  which  they  all  flew  away  to- 
gether. 

WADDING,  in  his  annals,  tells  us,  that 
our  faint  being  to  preach  in  the  market-place 
at  Trm^  the  young  foal  of  an  afs  ran  up  and 
down^  and  very  much  difturbed  him ;  upon 
which  St.  Francis,  with  a  pleafing  counte* 
nance,  faid  to  him,  *'  Brother  afs,  I  defire 
^<  thee  to  ftand  ftill,  and  not  interrupt  the 
**  word  of  God,  which  I  am  now  preaching 
"  to  this  thirfly  people."  Immediately  the 
a(s  fell  upon  his  knees,  and  heard  the  fermon 
quite  out. 

In  the  Speculum  vita  San&i  Francifci,  we 
are  told  there  was  a  terrible  wolf  not  far  fronf 
Eugubiumy  which,  (paring  neither  man  nor 
beaft,  put  the  inhabitants  in  io  much  fiar; 
that  they  durft  not  ftir  out  of  the  gates  of 
the  city'.  St.  Francis,  moved  with  a  pious 
zeal  not  to  kill  but  to  convert  this  wolf,  goes, 
unarmed,  out  of  the  gates  of  the  city,  the 
people  getting  upon  the  tops  of  their  houfca 

to 
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to  fee  the  ifliie  of  this  encounter :  the  wolf 
comes  with  open  mouth  towards  the  faint, 
who  prefently  (huts  the  bead's  jaws  with  the 
fign  of  the  crofs.    (Behold !  faith  our  author, 
the  wonderful  virtue  of  the  fign  of  the  crofs,) 
After  this  the  faint  comes  to  parly  with  the 
.  wolf  in  a  familiar  manner,  and  fays  to  himf,  . 
**  Brother  wolf^  I  command  thee  in  the  name 
of  Chrijl^  that  thou  hurt  neither  me  nor 
any  one  elfe."     Upon  which  he  imme- 
diately falls  on  the  ground  in  the  pofture  of 
a  penitent.     St.  Francis  takes  him  to  con- 
fcflion,  laying  before  him  the  horrid  cruelties 
he  had  committed ;  but  at  lafl  offers  terms 
, of  agreement  between  him  and  the  city :  the 
,  wolf  by  moving  his  tail  and  ears  plainly 
.ihewed,  that  he  underftood  and  accepted  the 
offer.     The  faint  then  tells  him  he  knew  all 
the  mifchief  he  had  done  was  to  fatisfy  his 
hunger;  he  would  therefore  take  care  to  pro- 
vide for  him,  if  he  would  promife  never  to 
^hurt  any  body  again.     The- wolf  bows  his 
head  in  token  of  confent;  and  when  St. 
.Francis  held  out  his  hand  to  the  beaft,   he 
put  his  right-foot  into  it  to  confirm  the  con- 
trad.     Upon  this  the  wolf  walks  quietly 
.  with  him  towards  the  city ;  the  people  fee- 
ing that,  flocked  in  great  numbers  about  himi; 
,tbe  faint  preaches  an  excellent  fermon  on  the 
pccftfiou^  a0ures  them  of  brother  wolfs  con- 
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verfion,  and  acquaints  them  with  the  promtfe 
he  had  made  for  his  maintenance :  the  oca^ 
ture  then  renews  bis  agreement  before  them 
all  in  the  manner  above-mentioned.  The 
|)eople  were  filled  with  great  joy,  and  the 
wolf  lived  very  innocently  and  neighboaily 
among  them  all  the  red:  of  his  days,  and  was 
tnnch  lamented  at  his  deaths  This  ftory  is 
related  by  feveral  confiderablc  authors  of  the 
Romijh  church  I  and  defended  particularly  by 
Henry  Sedulius  «•  £ut  to  return  to  our  faint's 
life,  written  by  St.  Bonaventure. 

One  day,  wheti  the  people  were  afTembled 
to  worfhip  in  the  great  clifurch  of  the  city  of 
jffftjjium^  the  weather  being  e^ctremely  cdid, 
.amd  the  iaint  afHided  with  a  quartan  agi;e, 
be  ftripped  bimfelf  naked  except  his  broecbes, 
put  a  rope  about  his  neck,  and  was  by  his 
own  order  drawn  up  to  the  top  of  a  flone 
whereon  malefa<3:ors3  at  the  time  of  their  pu- 
nifhment,  were  uHially  placed  :  and  in  this 
iituation,  ai>d  in  this  trim,  did  be  preach  to 
a  numerous  auditor^.  ; 

Our  holy  man  being,  on  a  certain  time, 
a&iled  by  a  grievous  teosqptation  of  the  flefh, 
firfl  gripped  and  then  fcourged  himfelf  very 
feverely  with  his  cord  s  but  that,  it  ieems,  not 
proving  efifedu^,  he  opened  the  door  of  Us 
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cell,  went  into  the  garden,  "  and  cafting  his 
**  poor  naked  body  into  the  deep  lhow>  he 
*^  caaght  fon^e  of  it  in  his  hands,  and  made 
*•  tbireaf  feven  heaps;  which  being  placed 
*^  orderly  before  him,  he  thus  accofted  his 
^^  outward  nun :  Lohere,  faith  he,  the  bigger 
"  of  thefe  is  thy  wife,  the  other  four  arc  thy 
two  ions  and  diy  two  daughters,  and  thefe 
two  that  remain  are  thy  man  and  maid«> 
*^  fervants.  The  tempter  perceiving  himfelf . 
^^  by  this  means.to.be  fobdued,  ftraitway  de-. 
^^  parted  with  ihame>  and  the  holy  noaa  r&* 
**  turned,  witji  vi<3bory  into,  his  cell  ^" 

BssiDB  tbecrois^  which  was  feen  to  i^be. 
oat  of  this  faint's  mouthy  his  hands  and  feet. 
and  fide  were,  micaculouily:  impireflird.  by  a. 
feraphicKi  with,  the  five  wounds  of  Chrijt^ 
which  always  after  remained  vifible  in  his: 
fkfb;  and  tfao'  but  few  pcrfons  were  favoured, 
with  the  fight  of  them  daring  his  life,  ycfi^ 
after  his  deceafe^  they  wene  feen  by  multi^i 
tudes  of  people*.  The  fer^ihim,  who  per^ 
fooned  this  notable  exploit,  appeased  to  the 
faioty  whilft  be:  was  at  pf3a]»r,  *'  with,  fix 
^J^  wings  all  fificy  and. fiill  of  glorious. light; 

***«*aod. 

V  The  J^tfivcf/Jum-fiiers  think  Ai»  adventure  of^  their 
fouDjcler  ib  ecMiyjng,^  toil  ib  mufihitD  fab  hoiioar»  that  iir 
fopxe  of  their  coavcots  they  hivve  pi&ure$  fet«q>^to  ren 
prefent  it :  one  of  which,  very  finely  drawn,  the-Huthc^ 
of  thefe  Efla^s  remembers  t6  haye  f^n  in  a  mona^^t^  q£ 
dmtoidiri  smd'tt  vtry  droll  piece  It  ^|ir2i&  m^tftdi* 
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"  *  ♦  *  and  there  appeared  between  his 
"  wings  the  form  of  a  man  crucified,  having 
'^  his  hands  and  feet  extended  and  faftened 
to  a  crofs.  Two  of  his  wings  were  lifted 
up  above  his  head,  two  were  ftretched 
"  forth  to  fly,  and  two  did  cover  his  whole 
"  body.'* 

Notwithstanding  this  wonder-work- 
ing ^nt  was  thus  highly  favoured,  and  per- 
formed abundance  of  firft-rate  miracles,  fuch 
as  curing  the  deaf,  the  dumb,  the  lame, 
thofe  fick  of  dropiies  and  palfies,  and  of  alt 
other  dlfiempers,  and  even  railing  many  to 
life ;  yet  he  fometimes  condefcended  to  play 
at  fmall  game$  as  difcovering  a  bead;  that  was 
flolen ;  clearing  a  barn  of  worms ;  driving 
away  noxious  flies ;  miraculoufly  mending  a 
man's  plough-fhare,  and  a  woman's  difli  that 
had  been  broken  into  many  pieces.  But  to 
£nifh  with  our  faint :  Juil  before  he  died,  he 
Aripped  himfelf  Aark  naked,  among  other 
reafons,  that  he  might  ^^  be  in  aU  things  con* 
^iformable  unto.  Cbri/i  crucified,  who  in 
**  poverty  and  diftrefs'did  hang,  naked  on  the- 
*^  crofs.v  At  the  time  of  his  xieceafe,  "  one 
*f  of  his  brethren  and  difciples  faw  his  bleflfed 
^^  foul,  in  the  fqrin  of  a  mofl:- glittering' ilar, 
bohie  aloft,  u{>on  a  pure  white  little  cloudy 
ihdfb  carried  over  many  waters  by  a  ftraif 
r'p%«  »P  tflhmcn:'  ...  '"1 
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SECTION    IV. 

A  few  fpecimem  of  the  wbimfical  opinions  of 
tbefatbersy  taken  Jrom  the  learned  M.  Bar- 
beyrac's  Traite  de  la  morale  des  peres  de 
rEglife. 

JUSTIN  MARTTR,  in  order  to  remove 
^  the  fcandal  of  the  crofs  from  chriftianity, 
obferves^  that  nothing  is  done  in  this  world 
without  a  crofs,  and  brings  far  inftances  the 
mafls  and  yards  of  a  (hip,  the  (hape  of  ploughs, 
howes,  and  other  mechanical  inflruments ; 
adding,  that  what  moft  diftinguiihes  the 
figure  of  a  man  from  that  of  a  beift  is,  that 
fianding  upright  he  can  extend  his  iarihs  fo 
as  to  form  a  crofs  with  his  body ;  and  that  he 
wears  updn  his  &ce  a  nofe  through  which  he 
breathes,  and  which  reprefcnts  the  croft ;  and 
that  accordingly  the  crucifixion  of  our  Sa- 
viour was  foretold  by  the  i^xo^i^itt  Jeremiah  *, 
in  thefe  words :  the  Jpirit  beforo^  our  face^ 
the  ChrifiytheLord^  as  he  rertdcrs  it,  iriftead 
oithe  breach  of  our  noftrihi  (ffd  anj  cxpreffiotf 
fignifyingionly  that;  the  iking  there  fpoken  of 
was  the  llfi?  and  foul  oflht  people:  This 
lather  hftl4  tpkYnkgc  tQr4>e  irtUs^  own  liature 
impure.  .Wc\fee  ibn»,  \1^^ 
the  unlawful  ufe  of  marriage,  b^  which  we 
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fatisfy  the  defire  of  the  flefli.  And  in  an- 
other place,  "  that  Cbrtfi  was  born  of  a 
"  virgin  for  this  reafon  only,  that  he  might 
"  aboiiih  generation,  which  is  the  efftdl  d 
"  an^  unlawful  defire, — the  only  carnal  defire 
"  our  Saviour  ne^er  gratified  '." 

IRENMUS  declares  all  fwearing,  in  any 
qafe,  crioiinal^  and  herein  he  agrees  with 
Jufiin  Martyr^  as  he  does  likewife  rcfpcdl- 
ing  the  ntfe  of  marriage^  which  be  pretend 
was  indulged  under  the  gofpel  only  for  the 
hardn>e&  of  our  hearts^    He  lays  it  down  as^ 
a  rule,  that  whenever  the  feripture  barely  re^ 
lates  aai  a£lioi»  without  condenjodbg  it,  we 
are  not  to  ceofure  it^  however  hetnous  in  it^ 
iisif,  but  k)ok  upon  it  as  a  type.    And  thoa 
be  excuffs  the  kKreiir  oi^Tbamar  znd^fLet*^ 
daughters ;,  becauie,  fays  he»  we  iwaft  ndt 
pretend  to  be  wk(er  than  God.    His  argiH 
meats  to  juftify  the  Ifraelkes  robbing  the 
£j^^/^zmrof  their  plate  aadjiewels,  ^e,  faye 
my  author,i  tedioutH  weak,  and  cidicolioufb 
The  wiiole  of  1h9  fcnfcupoo  diis  head  fonoh 
tP'  be  eompreheodtfd  .in  hia  expUcadon  06 
Xv^  xvik  y  which  ho  quotes  ^ms :  JMSirto 
ypurfehes  friends  of  the  mdmmoM  ef  umigbu^ 
offfneJSt^  tiatwbmye  are  f Mi  iafl^t^tbey  nuf 
receiwywintttbtifernaliaiernael^s.  '.^For^''"' 
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fays  lie,  ".  whatfoever  we  acquire,  though 
•^  unjiiftiy,  while  heathens,  if  after  our  con- 
*^  vcrfion  we  employ  it  iii  the  fervice  of  the 
*^  Lord, .  we  are  thereby  juftified.  •"  Agree- 
able to  the  principal  point  of  this  idodrine, 
is  an  order  givtti  by  the;  pope  to  John  Gigits; 
^ho  was  made  bifliop  diWorceJler  in  the  year 
14975 1;/;^.  That  lUeri  fhould  be  permitted 
to  retain  other  people's  property,  by  what 
method  foever  they  had  feized  it,  provided 
&ey  gave  a  certain  portion  thetebf  to  the 
pope's  commiflaries  of  fubftitutes  ^ 
•  CLEMENTof-^&x'tf^^^-w  thus  interprets 
tht  f!ory  of  jibimekcb^  from  his  window  fee- 
ing Ifaat  fporting  with  Rebecca.^'^Abimekcb^ 
that  curious  and  prying  king,  is  wifdom 
above  that  of  the  world.  Rebecca  is  patience; 
Now  this  wifdom  attentively  confidered  the 
myftery  of  the  fpoft.  O  wife  fport!  O  divine 
iport!  cries  he;  the  fame  which  HeracUtus 
makfes  his  Jupitet-  play  at,  &c.  Agaih,  Abi-- 
melicb  is  alfo  Jefas  Cbriji  our  king,  who  from 
heaven  beholds  our  laughter,  /•  e.  our  thanks* 
givings,  pfaifes,  and  tranfports  of  joy,  Gfr; 
But  which  was  the  window  our  Lord  looked 
through  ?  why,  it  was  the  flefli,  whereby  he 
manifefted  himfelf  ^ 

This  father  is  extremely  rigid  with  refpcdl 
to  meats  and  dtirtks,  which,  he  fays,  we 

S  fhould 

•  ibid.  e.  iii.  §.  7  &  9*        i '  Wbarton^s  Anglia  Sacra. 
•.  ,■  Traiti  di  lamorakdtspira  de  FEglife^  €•  v,  ^.  T* 
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flibuld  uie  only  for  the  prefervation  of  our 
lives,  and  by  no  means  in  order  to  gratifj)^  our 
appetite  or  inclinations. 

These  faints,^  as  well  as  their  difciples, 
the  Romijh  monaflics,  we  fee  make  great  part 
of  religion  fo  confift*  in  a(9ing  contrary  to  the 
dictates  of  God  in  natufe.  God  commands 
mankind  to  increafe  and  multiply :  but  this„ 
fay  thefe  people,  is  impure  and  unlawful, 
bur  Creator  hath  implanted  inclinations  and 
paflions  in  our  natures,,  and  bountifully  be- 
flowed  upon  us  the  means  of ^t-ifying  them : 
neverthelefs,  in  fo  doing,  tho'  within  the 
bounds  of  moderation,  we  commit,  it  ieems^ 
a  heinous  offence.  But  to  proceed  with 
ClemenU 

We  ought  not,  fays  he,  to  indulge  our- 
felves  in  luxurious  eating:  but  why?  becaufe 
there  is  a  certain  devil,  a  gr6at  glutton,  who 
prefides  over  good  cheer,  and  is  the  moi^ 
wicked  and  moft  pernicious  of  deVils.  Among 
cxcefTes  of  this  nature  to  be  dofidemned,  he 
reckons  white  bread,  the  ufe  of  which,  ac- 
cording  to  him,  is  effeminate,  and  turns  a  ne« 
ceffary  food  into  fcandalous  volu^ptuoufnefs. 
He  allows  young  people  |o  clrink  no  wine, 
and  condemns  all  thofe  who  fend  for  k  to 
other  countries.  He  banifhes  all  mufic,  both 
vocal  and  inftrumentd,  from  entertainments, 
unleis  it  be  a  failed  hymn  iling  to  (he  harp 

•    -  ■    ■ :."    .•  .  -or 
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'fyr  the  lute*  The  flute  in  particular  he  thinks 
13  fitter  for  beads  than  men,  and  that  for  a 
ii^ty  pdd  re^fon,  n^tz.  becaufe  hinds  are  de-  ^ 
lighted  with  the  found  of  it^  and  becaufe  it 
IFas^  cuflom  tp  play  upoq  it  to  mares  whilfl: 
tb(  hpi^fe  wps  covering  theip«  He  blames 
%\iR  wearing  garlands^  anioiig  other  reafons 
eqi^ally  gopd>  becauCe  it  is  an  iofult  upon  the 
paffion  of  pvir  Saviour,  wjio  was  crowned 
with  thorns.  He  thii)ks  we  are  obliged  in 
^ty  to  imitate  what  Jacob  was  forced  to  h^ 
necefllty,  when  he  m^de  a  ftone  his  pillowy  | 
which)  according  to  Clement^  wi^s  the  mefit 
ll^t  rendered  this  patrjiarch  worthy  of  aqi 
jbjea^enly  vifion.  He  declares  a^^inft  the 
wearing  qf  any  Qoloqr  but  wjhite,  as  being 
the  only  one  fuitable  to  the  capdor  of  ^ 
qhriilian,  and  in  which  God|alw^ys  appeared* 
What  grois  notions  muil  this  ma;i  have  eur 
tertained  of  the  D.^ity !  Ctement  (Jeclaim^ 
agaii^  lookiqg*-glafres^  and  makes  the  ufe 
of  them  idolatry^  becaufe  Mofes  forbad  the 
jiiaking  of  ^mage;.  Shaving  the  beard  is  an 
Jbdipous  crime^  for  this  reafon^-^the  beard  i$ 
41  di£ttn£li^  of  fex:  hefides,  the  hairs  of  our 
Jljue^d  are  all  xiumbei;ed,,  and  confequently 
thpie  of  the  beard  and  all  the  refl  pf  the  body. 
.F4fc  feair,  is  s^n  Jy;»rtU?le  inap,iety  with  him, 
an4  i)erFiw;g&  my^  liaye  fallen  ynder  the 
,&(ne  cenfure,  had  they  been  worn  in  his 

S,2         -,  da^v. 
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days :  'tis  a  chcfat  upon  men,  (ays  he^  and  aft 
affi^ont  to  God,  fince  by  wearing  it  we  ac« 
cafe  him  of  not  beftowing  upon  us  that  hair 
which  is  fine  enough :  and  when  the  prieft, 
in  fome  fundtion  of  his  miniftry,  blefles  a 
woman  that  wears  falfe  hair,  by  laying  his 
hand  upon  her  head,  he  blefles  not  her,  but 
another,  for  the  head  is  not  hers.  He  ap-- 
plies  the  apathy  of  the  Stoics  to  his  Gnoftic, 
or  perfed  chriftian,  whom  he  reprefents  as 
fiibjed:  to  no  pailions,  and  infenfible  both  of 
bodily  pleafure  and  pain,  as  he  pretends  our 
Saviour  was,  and  his  apoftles  were  alfo  after 
his  refurredion.  Cbriji^  he  fays,  had  no  oc- 
cafion  to  eat  or  drink  for  the  nourishment  of 
his  body ;  and  If  he  did,  it  was  only  that  he 
might  not  pafs  Tor  a  ghoft  ^. 
'  Agrejbable  to  the  opinion  of  this  father, 
refpefting  the  weighty  fubjcfts  of  hair,  &c. 
was  that  of  St.  Cyprian:  he  fays,  that  a  woman 
who  paints,  or  colours  her  hair,  corrupts 
and  violates  the  work  of  God,  and  is  worfe^ 
merely  on  that  account,  than  an  adultrefs: 
he  adds,  that  it  is  endeavouring  to  make  God 
a  lyar,  who  has  faid,  Thou  canff  not  make 
one  hair  black  or  white.  After  having  ob- 
fervcd,  thaltour  Saviour's  hair  is  faid  in  the 
jipocalypfe  to  be  as  white  as  w'ool  and  as  fnow, 
Jhe  thus  addrcflcs  the  ladies  i  **  What,"  fays 

«^  'itid.  c.  V.  §.  13^  et  /ej» 
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he,  "  do  yc  abhor  grey  hairs,  and  dctcft 

*'  thofe  white  locks  which  make  you  refem* 

^*  ble  our  Saviour  ?  Pray,  arc  not  fuch  of  you 

^*  as  are  guilty  of  this  afraid  that  your  Maker 

^^  ihould  not  know  you  again  at  the  refur- 

''  redion  ?  and  left,  removing  and  excluding 

^^  you  from  the  benefit  of  his  promifes,  he 

''  fhould  reprove  you  with  the  awful  ftemnefs 

^'  of  a  cenfor  and  a  judge,  faying,  This  is  not 

my  work,  nor  is  it  my  image  ?  You  have 

polluted  your  fkin  with  deceitful  paint, 

^'  and  djred  your  hair  with  adulterous  colours  ^ 

*'  your  face  is  deftrc^ed  by  fraud,  your  figure 

"  is  corrupted,  and  your  countenance  quite 

"  altered.     You  cannpt  fee  God,  fince  you 

^*  have  not  thofe  eyes  which  God  made  you, 

**  but  thofe  which  the  devil  hath  corrupted." 

St.  Cyprian  ^{q  pretends,  that  the  church 

ihould  implicitly  obey  the  dictates  of  bijlhops 

chofen  with  the  ordinary  formalities,  as  the 

only  way  to  prevent  herefies:  and  whoever, 

fays  he,  difobeys  them,  difobeysGodj  un- 

lefs  any  one  be  fo  ralhly  facrilegious  and  dif- 

traded,  as  to  imagine,  that  a  bi(hop  is  made 

without  the  approbation  Qf  God,  though  he , 

himfelf  has  faid,  that  a  fparrow  cannot  fall 

to  the  ground  without  his  permiflion,     In 

another  place  he  makes  the  falyation  of  the 

people  to  depend  pn  the  validity  of  the 

S  3  bi(hop> 


*> 


i6i  SvfHihii.Wt  2»  ihe 

Blifiop'seleafbn,  and  thai  apon  his  nlbfald 
HU^fe  hot  the  people  then  a  fine  time  of  it  ? 

•  ^BRTVLLIANab[6\titc\y  condemns  all 
war,  dnd  tvity  jyt,  cmployhlent,  profefliori, 
or  commttcc,  relating  to  things  whereof  the 
pajgihs  could  poflibly  piake  any  idoldtrous 
&&  ^.  And  LafStantitts  thinks  all  trad^,  as 
being  the  efFedf  pf  avarici,  unbecoming  that 
contentment  and  tranquillity,  arid  thai  (ion- 
tempt  of  the  worid,'  ^hich  ciug^ht  to  reigh"  iii 
tlite  liedrt  of  z  chriftian,  tte  likewife  dif- 
allows  the  putting  moniey  cut  to  intertft, 
tho'  never  fo  fmalli  which  he  looks  upon,  as 
z  fort  of  robbery.  This  father  alfo  pretends. 
Chat  God  has  abfolutely  forbiU  the  taking 
5^way  of  any  man's  life,  feithbf  Judicially,  or 
in  war,  or  in  felf-defence  *• 

*  St.  Bafii  is  a^  patient  as  LaSfafrtius:  for 
his  opinion  is,  that  whoever  gives  another  a 
mortal  wound,  be  the  Caufe  or  provocation 
'ever  fo  grcaf  or  juft,  is  guilty  of  murder;  that 
every  layman,  who  defends  hinifelf  againf( 
a  robber,  ought  to  be  excommunicated,  and 
a  clergyman  dcpofed  j  for,  fays  he,  all  whq 
pfe  the  fwoird,  fliall  perifli  by  the  fword,  ac- 
cording to  our  Saviour's  words.  Now,  air 
though  thefe  fathers  have  carried  this  point 
to  s^manifefl:  extreme,  yet  furely  mens  lives 
^e  commonly  held  a  great  de^l  too  cheap ; 

the 
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tjbe  deftrpying  them  by  dujslling  pi:  unnq* 
ceiEiry  wars  is  a  mp^  qxecrable  a£tion  j)  j\njcl 
.the  taking;  th^m  away  for  ^x%^c•  rgh^v\^s 
ieenis  unjui^ifiVble^  and  bpfdering  ^t  l^j^i^ 
upoa  cruelty.  Doth  not  hum^iiit^  require, 
that  only  purder^  anda  few  Qt}ier  criixkes  qf 
the  n^ofl  malignant  an4  atroQjojis .  n^furi^, 
^ould  t^.  pupimed  ]3y  degth  ?  Apd^  would 
not.  Jjliier  iqfl^jajng  this  jjregdful  ppnifhmeqt 
for  thiofe  crimes  only  b^  a  means  gre^^jy  tp 
deter  rja^n,  from  cqfijmkting  them  ?  But  tp 
proceejd  t  §\'  B<W  ^xtead.^  chrifjij^n  patieqpp 
fo  faj-  *§  tp  t|iinj^  jt'vinlayfful  tq  file  fcr  opji's 
right,  and  of ,  CflniJ^qj^ftO|Ce  utterly  cppd^jnijs 
tjtie  Uwjr^rg,  *irh^e  qpinlgns  ke  toui^d^'jipon 
^jnjftftfcen  tey^s  pf  fcripti»r?,  ipakirjg  a  |ener^l  - 
rule  pf  the  literal  fepfe  of  thefe  words :  If 
^any  m^n  wittfiie  thee  a^  the  law,  an^take  away 
tiy  coat  J  kt  bim  have  (by  clo^e  alfo.  He  like- 
wife  ^bfplutely  forbids  gjl  fwearin^  upon  any 
occafipn  %  i^re  not  nigny  of  thefe  the  very 
.  principles  of  the.  gpaj^e/s?  And  yet  thoi^ 
peoplf ,  wl)o  pay  tne  J?^^he^  ho^oi^rs  to  thp 
fathef Sj  hpJd  tl^e  quakers  in  the  Ipweft  de- 
gree of  <;ontepipt  for  entertaining  the  famp 
notions. 

T^  fi  TULLIJN,  before-mentioned,  cen* 
fures  thofe  fevcrclv,  who  %C(cept  of  public 
cmploynaents,  efpecially  in  courts  of  jufticc^ 

S  4  looking 
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Jooking  upon  it  as  ihconfiftent  with  the  pro- 
feflioh  of  a  chriflian  to  have  thelea:ft  hand  in 
condemhing  or  punifhing  any  criminat ;  and 
this,  becaufc  the  purple  robe,  iht^raiexta^ 
trdbeti^^  laticlavi  &fa/ces^  were  all  originally 
confecrated  to  idolatry.  He  makes  all  tuaigi- 
ftrates  t^he  cojlegues  of  devils,  who,  he  fays, 
are  the  magiftrates  of .  this  world  *".  The 
fathers,  tho*  they  generally  chjmed  in  with 
Tertulfian  ^till  Conjiantine's  reign,  yet  then 
readily  changed  their  note,  and  employed  all 
their  eloquence  to  (hew,  that  he  might  be 
the  governor  of  this  world,  as  they  called 

■  •  •  •         «  •  • 

him,  and  la  good  chriftian  too, 

St.  Cbryfojiom  extols  JbrahaifC%  prudence 
and  refolutlon  in  overcoming  his  jealoufy  fo 
far  as  to  expofe  Sarah's  chaftity ;  and  highly 
conimends  her  good-natured  complaifance 
for  her  hufband,  b  fubmitting  to  commit 
adultery  in  order  to  fave  his  life.  "  You 
"  fee,*'  fays  the  father,  ^*  what  a  propofal  he 
"  ventured  to  make  to  her,  and  bow  (he  ac- 
cepted  it.  She  dofss  not  refufe,  or  (hew 
any  manner  of  reluAance  to  it,  but  plays 
**  her  part  in  the  comedy  admirably  well. 
*  *  ♦  Who  can  fufficiently  praife  her, 
who,  after  fo  long,  continence,  and  info  ad- 
"  vanced  an  age,  freely  confented  to  expofe 
**  herfelf  to  adultery,  and  to  deliver  her  body 
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f « to  barbaria<i9,  in  order  ta  favc  her  hu(biand's 
^^  life''?*'  But  perhaps  this  good  woman's 
advanced  age,  which  is  computed  to  have 
been  at  that  time  fixty-five  years,  might  rather 
dimintih  than  augment  her  praife;  efpecially 
as  many  of  thefe  barbarians  doubclefs  were 
ytoung :  at  leaft  it  feemsi  by- the  following  . 
lines  on  the  ftory  of  Sufanna^  and  the  two 
Elders,  ^  as  tho*  our  excellent  ppet,  Prior ^ 
Would  have  thought  fo: 

^  Fair  Spfan  did  ker  wif-hede  well  mentpine^ 
jUgates  aJfauUed  fore  by  letchours  tweine: 
Now  J  and  I  read  aright  that  auncieiitfong^ 
Olde  were  the  paramours,  the  dame  full  yong. 

•  Had  tbilkefame  tale  in  other  guife  been  tolde% 

'•  Had  tby  been  yong  (par die)  and  fie  been  olde% 
^bat,  by  St.  Kit,  bad  wrought  muchforer  tryal% 

.  Full  marveillousj  Iwote,  were  fwilk  denfal  \  . 


SECTION    V. 

Of  the  abfurd  interpretations  of  fcripture  by 
fame  of  the  primitive  fathers. . 

THE  foregoing  articles  in  this  fupple- 
ment  being  drawn  to  a  greater  length 
than  was  at  firfl  defigned,  this  article  will 
therefore  be  contradred  into  a  narrow  com- 

pafsi 
f  C.  xiv.  **  Po^ms  on  feveral  occafions,  p.  290, 

kIWq  edit* 
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pafsi  for  w^ich  reaion  tbe  fcriptural  iotef*- 
pretatioos  of  only  two  of  tbefe  fathpr^  will 
be  bere  given:  but  thof^  fl^ll  be  tw9  of  the 
moil  eminent  for  judgn^cnt  and  learning. 

JUSTIN M4HTrR  frequently  affirms, 
that  the  gift  of  expounding  the  icriptures 
was  granted  to  hitn  by  the  fpf cial  grace  of 
God ;  let  us  fee  wb^t  proof  he  giv^^.of  this 
divine  gift  "  Hear,''  fkys  Ji(/iin^  .^'  how 
*<  Cbrifty  after  he  was  ciucified,  fulfil^  the 
*'  fymbol  of  the  tree  of  life  in  Paradifcy  and 
of  all  the  other  things  which  l^ere  to 
happen  afterwards  (9  the  righteous.  For 
Mofes  was  fcnt  with  a  rod  to  redeiPm  Ijis 
people  :  with  this  rod  he  divided  tbe  fea  ; 
<^  brought  water  out  of  the  rock  i  ac^^  w^h 
*'  a  piece  of  wood  »4de  tbe.  bitter  water 
fweet.  Jdcoh  alfb  with  .fticks  caaiied  his 
uncle  Laban*^  ftieep  to  bring  forth  fuch 
**  lambs  as  were  to  be  his  own  again,  G*^/' 
And  fo  be  goes  on^  in  this  way  of  allufion^ 
to  apply  all  the  (licks  and  pieces  of  wood  in 
the  Old  Tefiament  to  the  cirofe  of  Chrifi^ 
and  purfuing  the  fame  argument  in,  another 
place,  where  he  is  defcribing  the  fight  of  the 
Jfraelites  with  Amalek^  he  fays,  '*  that  when 
•*  the  fon  of  Nun^  called  Jefus^  led  the  peo- 
"  pie  on  to  battle,  Mofes  employed  himfelf 
^*  in  prayer,  with  his  hands  ftretehcd  out  in 
[^  the  form  of  a  crofs:  that  as  long  as  he  con- 

3  "  tinued 
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•*  lihucd  in  tRiipoftufc,  ^mati^k  was  bcjtei^;: 
"  but  when  he  remitted  any  thing  pf  it,  \&% 
^^  own  people  fuffiored :  and  that  all  this  was 
"  owing  to  the  power  of  the;  crofs  :  for  tho 
**  IfrMlites  did  not  conquev  b^aufe  M^fa 
^*  prayed  5  but  basmfc,  while  the  natoe  of 
"  yfjusvr2i^  at  the  head  of  the  battle,.  A%9i 
**  was  exhibiting  the  figure  of  the  crofe  \'* 

ORIGEN,  fpeaking  of  peacc^ofFerirtg^  %$; 
the  fax  k  the  foul  of  Jejks  CbriJI^  which  is 
the  church  of  his  friends,  for 'whom  he  kid 
4own  his  life*  It  is  therefcffd  probable,  thai 
when  we  are  here  forbid  to  cat  the  fat,  the 
iktnt  thing  is  snaant,  as  when  our  Saviour 
£iyS)  that  we  ought  not  to  offend  one  of  the 
Isift  of  thofe  who  believe  in  him.  The 
bkihpy  which  is  the  extremity  of  the  body,  is 
«i  type  of  peifeaion  and  perfeverance  in  good 
Works.  The  breaft,  which  belonged  to  the 
prieft,  is  an  heart  fulj  of  wifdom,  underftand- 
iiig,  and  divine  knowledge,  or  rather  full  of 
God  himfelf.  The  prophet  yeremiab^  fore* 
telling  the  captivity  of  Baiybn^  and  its  con* 
fequences,  fays  in  the  name  c^  God,  "  I  will 
^*  fend  for  many  hunters,  and  they  fliall  hunt 
**  them  (the  yews)  from  every  mountaira,  and 
<*  from  every  hill,  and  from  the  holes  of  the 
^'  rocks/'  By  thefe  rocks  Origen  under^ 
Hands  the  company  of  the  prophets,  apoftles, 

and 
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and  holy  angels.  And  why  ?  Bccaufe  JefOs 
Cbrtfi  is  called  the  rock  9  and  confequently 
all  that  imitate  him  are  rocks.  But  when: 
God  fays  to  MofeSj  *^  I  will  put  thee  in  the 
^^  cleft  of  the  rock,  and  thou  (halt  fee  my 
^'  back  parts,  but  not  my  fece^"  what  do 
you  think  is  meant  by  this  cleft  ?  It  is  the 
coming  6f  Jefus  Chfifty  by  which  we  fee  the 
back-fide  of  God. 

So  much  for  this  father-s  interpretations 
of  the  Old  Teftament:  many  fuch-like  might 
be  given  of  the  New  •  but  the  following 
fingle  inftance  may  here  fufBce. 

When  our  Saviour  wrought  the  miracle 
of  the  loaves,  he  commanded  the  multitudo 
to  fit  down  upon  the  grafs.  Would  iany 
body  have  thought,  if  Origen  had  not  told 
them  fb,  that  Cbrift  did  this,  becaufe  Ifaifib 
had  faid,  all  flelh  is  grafs  ?  But  this  is  not  all : 
by  making  the  people  fit  down  on  the  grafs, 
our  Saviour  fignified,  that  we  ought  to  keep 
the  flcfli  under,  and  fubdue  the  wifdom  of 
it,  to  be  made  partakers  of  the  bread  which 
he' had  bleffed.  They  were  ordered  to  fit 
either  by  hundreds,  an  hundred  being  a  fa<- 
cred  number,  and  confecrated  to  God  becaufe 
of  it's  unity ;  or  by  fifties,  fifty  being  a  num- 
t)cr  which  is  the  fymbol  of  remiflion,  ac- 
cording to  the  myfl:ery  of  the  jubilee,  which 
was  celebrated  every  fifty  years,  or  clfe  that 


of  the  pentecoft.  The  twelve  bafkets  were 
the  twelve  feats,  on  which  the  twelve  apoftles 
are  to  lit  and  judge  the  twelve  tribes  of 
Ifrael '. 

My  author  obfcrves,  that  Origen  has  been 
very  feverely  cenfured  by  many  other  Others 
of  the  church  for  thefe  abfurd  interpretations 
of  fcripture ;  but  remarks  likewifey  that  thole 
who  have  blamed  him  moll,  namely,  St« 
Jertmij  St.  Cbryfojlom^  St.  Aujtin^  St.  Hilarius^ 
St  Ambrofe^  and  St.  Gregory^  havq  frequently 
&llen  into  the  fame  error  they  condemn  in 
him. 

*  Bu  T  if  Origen  allegorized  fundry  parts  of 
icripture,  which  ought  to  be  taken  only  io 
a  literal  lenfe,  it  is  certain  he  underllood 
£wnt  according  to  the  letter,  which  Ihould 
have  been  figuratively  interpreted.  For  mif- 
taking  the  text,  Luke  xii.  22.  "  Take  no 
**  thought  for  your  life,  what  ye  Ihall  eat, 
*'  neither  for  the  body,  what  ye  Ihall  put 
**  on  ;'*  he,  as  Eufebius  informs  us,  had  but 
one  coat,  went  bare-footed,  and  negleded  tp 
provide  for  the  morrow.  And  what  was  ftiU 
more  unfortunate,— this  poor  mai^  fo  ill  ap^ 
prehended  that  pallage  in  the  nineteenth 
chapter  and  twelfth  verfe  of  St.  Matthtw^ 
"  There  be  eunuchs,  which  have  made  thehi- 

«  felvc^ 

.    '  Traiti  di  la  mrali  dts  ^ns  df  I'M^lifi^  c.  yii.  §•  X4> 
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^*  fclves  eunxKrhs  for  the  kingdom  of  heaven'^ 
^  i&ke/'  that  he  ^dually  depmed  himiielf  of 
his  virility  ^ 

If  to  thtfe  few  fpecimens  of  the  erroneoqi 
doSrines,  fuperflitious  ceremonies,  and  be* 
lief  of  (a\ft  miracles  inculcated  by  divers  of 
the  primitive  fathers,  and  the  whimfical 
opinions  entertained  by  them,  and  their  ab^ 
furd  interpretations  of  fcripture,  v^e  add  their 
teaching,  and  when  they  had  power,  prac* 
tifing  perfecution,  we  ihall  then  plainly  &6 
¥rhat  manner  of  men  they  were  \  it  haft 
beei)  already  (hewn  what  violent  perfecutons 
!feveral  of  them,  particularly  t|ae  faints  jitha^ 
mafius^  Cjhryf^etniCyril^&c.  evidently  appear 
to  have  been :  and  Mf .  BarbeyrM  fays  of  St 
Attftrn^  and  proves  it  from  that  laint'«  own 
^ork^,  -that  he  -openly  declared  for  force  & 
matters  of  rdigkwi  and  confeience.  This 
author  -ftyles  hfm  the  grand  patriarch  of 
thriftian  perfcctitorSj  us  being  ^  firft  tfiat 
iCVcr  directly  jtrftHied  pcrfccution,  and  the  au- 
thor of  aH  the  fophifms  wbichhave  fince  been 
Tnadc  ufe  of  to  Tmdicate  a  principJe  which  is 
contrary  to  all  the  didtetcsof  -good  ifenfe,  to 

naturtl 

«  WSt.  £ccl.  lib.  vL  cap.  iii  &  vui. 

^  For  t  further  account  of  tbe  ecrpneous  do$rines 
Jbield,  and  the  abfurd  interpretations  of  fcripture  given 
by  the  fathers,  fee  the  learned  Dr.  TVhitbfs  DiffertattQ 
^  fcripturarum  wHrprfMmi  femHlmhfainm^cmmeH^ 


natuwl  equity,  to  charity,  to  good  policy, 
and"  to  the  fpirit  of  the  gofpel  K  Surely  the 
judicious  M.  Barbeyrac  had  great  reafon  to 
lay  of  the  fathers,  A  Dieu  ne  ~plaife  que  nous 
prinions  de  teh  doSleurs  pour  nos  maitres  & 
nos  guides  en  matt  ere  de  morale  V* 

It  is  eafy  to  perceive  what  efFefts  the 
ftodying  the  works  of  theft;  men,  and  paying 
the  moft  eStrcme  vcnerMion  to  them,  muft 
have  upon  Romijh  ecclefiaftics,  and  others 
who  are  equally  devoted  to  them.    That  by 
papifts  thefe  faints  (h'ould  be  efteetned   as 
oracles,  is  not  to  be  vv^ondered  at :  they  have 
btrght  much  of  the  nonfenfe,  and  many  of 
the  fuperftitious  ceremonies  and  abominable 
db<ftrihes,  wfth  whieh  the  lR.omJh  cliurch 
To  exceedingly  •abounds :  but  thatmany  pro- 
tfettarifs  ihoiild  regard  them  with  the  fame 
reverence,  is  not  a  little  to  be  admired  at  and 
regretted ;  for  this  mull  tend  greatly  to  iritro- 
dirce  or  eftabHfli,  among  prbteftarfts,  the  ridi- 
ctrious  dehifions,  and  nonfraficaljpid  ^rni- 
Cioas  floftrines,  entertained  and  mx^X  tiy 
thefe  vreak  or  defigntng  men.     And  accord- 
ingly we  fee  in  fadt,  that  thofe  protelftant^ 
-who  have  been  the  moft  zealoufly  attached  to 
the  fathers,  and  have  pleaded  in  the  ftrongcft 
tnanner  for  a  blind  fubmiflion  to  their  au** 
thofity,  have  generally  been  the  moft  incKned 

to 

'  'T^aiti di la  moraU  dis  pins  dc  PEgli|e»  c% xn,  V  '^^^ 
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to  fuperftition,    to  unintelligible    doiftrines, 
and  to  the  wicked  pradtice  of  perfecution. 


SECTION    VI. 

Of  ridiculous  and  indecent  quejiions  which  are 
common  infchool-divinity. 

ST.  Thomas  Aqtdnas^  commonly  called  the 
angelic  dodor,  and  eagle  of  divines, 
among  many  other  queftions  propofes  the 
following :  Square  Cbrijlus  non  fuerit  ber^ 
mapbroditus  ?  ^are  non  ajjumpfit  fcemineuwi 
fexum  ?  XJtrumfanSii  re/urgent  cum  intejiinist 
XJtrum  Cbrijlus  cum  felle  &  ipjius  receptacuh 
a  mortuis  furrexerit  ?'  Utrum  ejjent  excrementa 
in  paradifo  ? 

JlLBERTVS  MAGNUSy  who  was 
Aquinas*^  mafler,  employs  no  fewer  than 
twenty-four  chapters  in  difcufling  the  fol- 
lowing queftions^  which  flill  afford  great 
matter  of  debate  to  fchooi-divines,  viz.  Whe- 
ther the  angel  Gabriel  appeared  to  the  virgin 
Mary  in  the  (hape  of  a  ferpent,  of  a  dove,  of 
a  man,  or  of  a  woman  ?  Did  he  feem  to  be 
young  or  old  ?  In  what  drefs  was  he  ?  Was 
his  garment  white  or  of  two  colours  ?  Was 
his  linen  clean  ot  foul  ?  When  did  he  ap* 
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peat?  In  the  morning,  at  noon,  or  iq  the 
evening  ?  What  was  the  colour  o£>he  virgirj 
Jl&ry*s  hair?  Was  (he  acquainted  with  the 
mechanic  and' liberal  arta?  Had  flieanyikiU 
in  grammar,  rhetoric,  logic,,  mafic,  aftro-^ 
nomy,  Gfr? 

Sx.  Jntmne^^<;ilh^^  fchpolrman  of  great;  // 

note,  propofes.  the  following  queftions : 
Utrumji  Deipafa  fuiJJ'et  vir^  potuiffet  ejfe  na-- 
turalis  parens  C&rt/lif  Utrum  Muria  gravida. 
fidtnte^  Cbrijlus  federety  atque  ipfa  cubasUe^ 
et^arety  &ct    ^ 

T  o  thefe  may  be  added  fome  que^ons, 
frequently  treated  of  by  modem- fcbolaftic  di- 
vines,^  which  are  at  leaft  as  impertinent^,  and 
ftiii  more  indecent^  than  any  of  the  former^ 
w».  Utrum  femen  Chrijii  potuerit  generare  ? 
JJirum  Verbum  potuit  bypoftaiich  uniri  na-^ 
turn  irrationaliy^puta  equi^  afiniy  &c  ?  Utrum 
pfitmt  umri  bypojiatice  natura  diaboUjca^  na^ 
tune  humane  damnatt^^  peccato^  &f?  In  qw^^ 
cajh  vera  ejj^t  bapropojitionesi  Dens  eft  equus, 
a^nus^diabolusy  damnatus^pcccatum^^c?  Utrum. 
Ckrijius  refurgenda  refumpftt  praputium.  ^y  ft 

T  porrai 

*  The  reader  may  pleafe  to  obfef  ve,  that  St.  Bright 
m  her  Revelations,  book  the  fixtb,  faith  the  virgin  Mary 
told  her,  that  a  littte  Wor^  her  aifamptidii  fhe  committed 
the  facred  fore-ffcin  to.  the  care  of  St.  JiMy  This  pre- 
cibii3  relique  is  now  kejpt inth^  chtirc6|^f  St.  John  Late^^ 
ran  at  Rfim^  ahdyearly  expof^d  ih  ^^^^  week  to  publiot' 
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forro  refumpjity  quo  paSto^  quove  modofervatur 

in  terris  *  ? 

So  much  for  impertinent  and  indecent 

queftions  in  fchool-divinity :  indeed  feveral 

of  tliem  are  fb  indecent^  that  I  cbufeto  leave 

the  Latin  veil  over  them. 


S  E  C  T  I  O  N    VIL 

Jnftances  of  the  rankeji  enthujiafm  mijiakenfor 
the  pureft  and  moft  acceptable  religion^  and 
the  bigbeji  Jligbts  of  madnefs  for  the  (rueji 
.   devotion. 

IT  would  be  eafy  to  fill  volumes  with  theie 
from   the   Romijh  and    other    myftical 

writers}  but  a  few  examples  only  will  be  here 

feleded ; 

lidor^tbn.  Neverthelefs,  cardinal  Tolit  (atth,  it  waf 
fiolen  from  that  church,  and  carried  to  Calcata  in  Itafy^ 
where  great  iniracles  were  wrought  by  it.  Ferrandut 
tells  us,  that  Germany^  Flanders^  Lorraine^  and  Pranci^ 
all  boaft  the  pofle^on  of  it.  Rofwajd  fays,  it  has  been 
at  Antwerf  for  almoft  five  hundred  years,  and  in  coii*!> 
firmation  thereof  pleads  the  teftimonies  of  the  popes 
Eugenfus  and  Clement  VIII.  Sytnphorianus  Campegiue 
faith,  that  It  is  at  Anicium  in  France^  together  with  Aaron*% 
initro.  Others  aii|rm>  that  it  was  carried  by  an  angel  to 
Charles  the  great,  who  depofited  it  gt  Aix  la  Ch^peffe^ 
where,  and  Jikewife  at  all  the  above-nientioned  places^ 
the  faipe  woribip  is  given  to  itt  Pope  Innocent  III,  not-f 
withilanding  Jiis  pretence  to  infidlibili^,  thought  it  ^C 
t\\zt  (o  weighty  a  i^uie  fhould  be  left  to  God  himfelf  to 
4cteroiipe,    Sw  a  fi^xid  PifcQurfe^  (iff,  by  Or,  Stif-B 

^nsj^^f^  ?'  479*  ^*fil* 
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feleded;  and  firft,  from  ExplicationdesMaximes 
des  Saints  J  &c.  by  the  celebrated  M.  FeneJon^ 
archbiihop  oiCambray^  tranflated  into  EngUJh. 
«  The  purity  of  love"  (the  love  of  God) 
confifls/'  fays  St.  Francis  oi  Sales ^  "  in  not 
willing  any  thing  for  one's  felf,  in  regard- 
*'  ing  nothing  but  the  good  pleafure  of  God, 
•'  for  which  one  would  be  ready  to  prefer 
**  eternial  torments  to  glory/'  The  fame 
faint  faith,  '^  Should  he  know  that  his  dam- 
^'  nation  were  a  little  more  pleafing  to  God 
**  than  his  falvation,  he  would  leave  his  fal- 
^'  vation,  and  run  to  his  damnation.'^  In 
another  place, — *^  I  have  almoft  no  defires  *; 
"  but  if  I  was  to  be  born  again,  I  would  have 
^*  none  at  all.  If  God  (hould  come  to  me, 
I  fhould  go  to  him  alfo :  if  he  would  not 
come  to  me,  I  ihould  hold  ftill  and  not  go 
*rto  him."  The  archbifhop  tells  us,  that 
^^  the  other  faints  of  the  laft  ages,  who  are 
<<  approved  by  the  whole  church,  are  full  of 
<'  fuch  and  the  like  expreffions,  which  may 
*^  be  all  reduced  to  this,— that  one  hath  no 
*^  longer  any  felf  and  interefled  defire,  neither 
^  about  merit,  perfe£tion,  nor  eternal  hap- 
**  pinefs.  Thus  to  fpeak,"  fays  he,  "  is  to 
leave  no  equivocation  in  fo  nice  a  matter ; 
*  *  *  'tis  to  fpeak^  as  all  the  'fathers,  all 
*'  the  chief  dodors  of  the  fchools;  and  all 
*«  myftical  faints  do,'^       ,     \     u    r. 

T  a  ""  tw 
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**  ADisiNTERESTEDfouV'faysSt  jFnwiiciy, 
^^  loves  not  the  virtues,  becaafe  th^  are  hancU 
^^  fome  and  pure,  nor  becaufe  ihey  arc  virorthy 
^^  to  be  beloved,  or  as  beautifying  and  per- 

feding  thofe  who  pratSife  them,  pr  becaofB 

they  are  meritorious  and  prepare  men  i(Si 

an  eternal  reward ;  but  only  becaufe  they 
^'are.thewillofGod/' 
y  "  The  fpiritual  wedding,*' fays  M,  Fenehn^ 

^^  uniteth  immediately  the  bride  to  the  bride* 
^^  groom,  eifence  to  eflence,  fubftance  to  fub- 
"  fiance ;  that  is  to  fay,  will  to  v^ill,  by  thit 
**  entirely  pure  love  fo  often  mentioned. 
^*  Then  God  and  the  foul  make  no  more 
^^  biit  one  and  the  fame  fpirit,  as  die  bridd 
*^  and  the  bridegroom  in  marriage  are  madt; 
."  but  one  fiefli/' 

JLrET  us  next  hear  St.  Auftin,:  "  O  love  of 
**  fweetnefs,"  fays  he,  *'  Ofweetriefs  of  love, 
^^  that  dofl  not  torment,  but  delight^  that 

dofl  always  burn^  and  art  never  extmd: ! 

fweet  Cbriji^  good  Jefus^  my  God,  my  love^ 
'^  kiddle  me  all  over  with  thy  fire^  with  the 
•^  love  of  thee,  v«ith  thy  fweetnefi^  thy  jdy^ 
*'  thy  ipleafure  and  conctipifcence,  that  being 
^'  all  full  of  the  fv^eetnefs  of  thy  love>  all  on 
*^  fire  with  the  flame  of  thy  charity^  I  may 
•*  love  tber,  my  God^  with  my  whole  heart, 
'^  arid.,\vijh^ftll  the  power  of  my  inward  parts, 
(totis  medtdlis  pracordionm  meorum^  in  the 


J^regowg  E  ^  say:  iy'f 

priginat)  *^  having  thee  in  my  heart,  in  my 
"  ndoiith^  :and  before  my :  eyes  always  and 
•*  ^ery'  ,where/'  Again,  "  O  banquet  of 
•^*  love, .heavenly  fwect,;  let  my  bowels /be  re- 
*^  fi-6ibi^d?by  thee,  my  inward  parts  joverflow 
^*  witb^thc  nedar  of  ;thy  love^'*  fjb  the 
iame,.i9F.a  ftill  higher  and  more,  hifcious 
ilratu;  j&jrs  S'tomas  d  Keu^is  \^'^  My^dbaveft 
•*  Lord^'twhen  (hall  J  enjoy  and^t^fe^^^ith 
•^Vthcc  alonCy  in  language  foft  and  tender, 
:'*  fsreetsdnd  charming,  a^  the  u;nreferved  re- 
^^  tirjemfirits  and  endearing  whifpers  of  the 
-^  moft  paflionate  lovers  ?" 

The^e  entfau/laftic  rants,  however- extatic, 

are  in  fome  degree  intelligible :   but  the  foi** 

(lowing  prayer,  feems  (o  profoundly  myftical, 

-as  to  be  beyond  iall  meaning  or  cohiprehen^ 

£on,  and  exactly  to  anfwer  what  AfttMy  the 

<termU'bred  to  fay;  ^*  A  prayer  is  not  per- 

^*'fe(a,-'When  the  votary  underflands  either 

'-^^ffetor  himfelf/'  Nc verthdefs  k  is  by  Mr. 

Greffy^  a  nbted  popilh  writer,  deTcribcd  as 

-w^thc  tnoft  fuWhne  tfnd  moft  purdy  divine 

'^**  prayer,  txtvctkA'hyliserotbeus  a  difdple  of 

***the*apoftles/*  '^And  thus  be  begins:  **  O 

"  th6u  fupcrcflential  Trinity,  above  dl  no- 

'  «^  tion  of  Deity  and  goodncfe!  O  thou  go- 

T  3  *'  vernor 

*  St.  Jfujlitth  Medit.  t^apflbtcd  by  Stanbifey  p.  258. 
»  Tranflated  by  Stanhope^  p.  325.     Sec  Philmon  tp 
:fiydf4pts^  jrel>|tii\^  a  convexlatim  With  J^jBrtf^/im  upon 
Ihc  fubje£):  of  falfe  religion* 
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"  vernor  of  the  divine  wifdom  of  chnftianSi 
^^  dircft  us  to  the  moft  unknown,  moft  clear, 
•*  and  moil  fupreme  height  of  myfticaloracless 
^'  ia  which  the  fimple,  abfolute,.  and  un* 
".  changeable  my  fteries  ofdivinity  are  JiiddehV 
^•f  by -the  ovcr-ftiinrng  darknefsrofi:  teaching 
'ViijlfSl4e,^d>f€0vering  the  moft  glorious/light 
^\mdBM.m6&  profound. obfcurity:,.: and  Giver- 
.^VfiUing.the  blmdeft  minds  with  tlior:  moft 
^  beautiful  beams,  inthat  whicfarcati  neither 
**  be  felt  or  fcen**"/'  Much  move  of  the  femfe 
kind  of  fupereilential  nonfenfe  follows}   but 
this  may  fuffice  to  give  the  reader  a  tafte  of 
ihy ftical. divinity,  fo  much  in  vogue  with 
many,:  even  in  our  time.  '    ' . 

St.  ^erefay  who  founded.an  order  of  nuns, 
and  who(e  Xandity  is  at  this:  4ay  in  high  ro- 
:pptatip^  among  J^^i^^^ Catholics,  Wrpt^ther 
own  life  in  Spanifh^  which  has  been  tranflated 
into  our  language  by  an  Englijh  Jefuit : :  we 
will,  for  the  edification  of  the  reader,  make 
a  few  eictra^l^  from  i^     In  fome  of  her  rqi- 
tures  (he  fpeaks  of  God's  carrying  away  her 
foul,  and  almoft  ordinarily  hq:  head  alfp  after 
her,  fo  that  (he  could  not  de^n  itj  and  fbme- 
.  times  her  whole  body,  lifting  it  up.    Ia  this 
.  ftate,  (he  faith,  the  foul  is  ingulfed,  or  to  £qr 
better,  our  Lord  is  ingulfed  in  her.     She  had 
viiions  very  frequently,  in  oue  of  which  ihe 

faw 

"^  &i7//^#/Vanfwer  to  CreJlj\  13 u  bom  Diot^.  di 
w^ica  TbioU  cap.  i. 


law  cttly  the  bands  oiCbrtft^  and  ifl  andthei' 
his  divine  countenabce-i  and  iafferwards  (hi 
£iw  .  him  altogether^  but  Hot  With  bet  Cat^ 
•poral  ejres  i  yet  (he  fatisfiod  herfelf^  it  c^uld 
not  be  imagination  only,. becaofe the  beauty 
was  fd  great,  as  ib  occeed  her  imagination. 
This  viHon  of  the  beauty  oiCbriJi  continued 
with  her  for  two  years  and  a  half^  m  which 
£he  had  a  great  defire  to  fee  the  colour  of  his 
eyes^  and  what  bignefs  they  were  of,  but 
never  could  obtain  that  fdvotir.   When  fome 
perfons  told  her  thefe  were  delufions  of  the 
devil,  and  advifed  her  to  cro&  hcrfelf  when 
ihe  faw  a  vifion,  flie  chofe  rather:  to  hold  a 
crofs  in  her  hand,  which  C!6r^  took  in  his» 
and  gave  it  her  again  with  four, precioUs 
ftones)  and  upon  them  were  engfavtfdthefiVe 
D^ounds,  which  nobody  could  dfee  but  he^- 
fetf.    Afterwards  ihe  had  a  vifion  of  ingeh, 
and  clearly  difcerned  .the  celeftial  hierarchy  | 
but  (he  fuppofed  one  of  thofe  ihe  faw  to  be  a 
ferapbicQi  who  pierced  her  heart  with  a  fiefy 
dart,  and  when  he  ptijlcd  it  out  again,  it  left 
her  v^hoUy  inflamed  with  great  bve  to  God^ 
but  under  excefiive  pain>  which  yet  caufed 
fuch  exquiiite  pleafure,  that  (he  could  not 
defire  to  have  it  removed. 

In  another  place  diis  faint  helps^us  to  ^6^ 
count  for  all  her.  vifions^  raptures;  :^3rtafid^j 
&c.  by  teiUnguSt  that  file  waS)  jilt  i^iiesi  in 
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io  great  .tt>rment,  that  thofe-fibodt  faer^weit 
airaid  -^  would  hatve  gone  mad;  t;4tat  Qxt 
jCould'tdlqi:HQ  reft  neither  day  nor  night,  \by:t 
vwas  centiniiaiiy  oppreilcd  with  a  moft  rpro^ 
tfound  melancholy. . 

In  the  life-of  St. Ai^  Magdekne  oftBamm^ 
iprmtcdr 2XjRaris  in  't67o»  zxid  fincetcanfiatfl 
•into  Ef^iffb^ :  we:  have,  among  maay  dtber 
Jnftance&.isf  ; devotional  madnefs, ;  the •  &>1- 
^lowittg:  .  ? .  /.  •: 

^o.oNifter*&evbecanleiftinun,  widcb'jwas 
ria  the  feventeenth  year:of  dier  ^ge, :  bein^in 
raniextily,;ftveice:^msdiftindly  beards  "f^ich 
sfpiki  ter  l^ritfaefe  words v^\€nafHna^U tdbil 

ftfcicfy  -wtrabamjabs  te  tK:ulos  mi^s^Ui  4f ;  Dfacai 
^^Ith^.V'tefte  nothing ritcMnorrow  ^but  bread 
*1  and'ftvattr  ^  and  if  dioadoeft  othcrwife,  /I 
"  will  withdraw' my ieyes  A'om  ^tiM*.  -ITfae 
««^(iuntaiilkeced,-iVw  *ww-wr>^^  #/ 

^^a^mfikbo^^piM  ttta^ri.e. "^Ift^iiX jibtJdie, 
but  rI]ve,:aiidiftdfiU)d»yj works.  iil^he4ekl 
of  htt^hnfbsitid^  (^^Xib^^  Midvtficed 
fortfaerth  the^efign  he  had'tarefukrilitr 
pesfedlyibonfbrquMe  to  bimfelf  vim"^  '^^ 
as  IheA^va&attefidisfgF  the  nuns- in'iibe  refec* 
^*  tory,  the  Spirit  of U3odthrew< her (opom  the 
^\  ground iiinto:  an  lext&fyv  'Oiitt>f  (wiiich  (he 
being  pcrovered^BiterLmafiy  difeouffesimofl; 
bigbJlyiifpJHrituali  rtibeuqtied  bepifl|6esaiid 

^ftockings 
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''^  thetn  xtpon  ihe  ^  grouncf,  >and  mth  gvedt 
^' . fia:cene&'  /ran  linto^  \her  idtiamber^  -and  ^  * g6t 
f ^ .  op  sall:tiiisL'fafiikuie^eaDGe^  ^  cracifiir,  tw6 
' '  boards  ta  lie  updn,  with  u  ^coverleti  ^'d 
f^piUb^T''7fhc:tbcn  tpot^iin^the  6Wift  and 
OTOfft  iudbit  iSie  i  could  i  find  utt  the  €oriM«nV» 

^':iang  aloud)  ^in  ithe  wiup^  of  thankfghFimg', 

-:  i A  ^^  All  4ifter  lisr  Fdligictas  ^dfeflibn,' 
.'^.tbecewas  ^  repltofciited^to  'her  mlnd-'a  libr- 
-"'.  ribk  and^diiei^jfill  pkce,  ^M  of  d«v>l^  iSi 
f**  motiftroite'tk^peB.  J"^  ♦  *  A  vofee  ^akfe!  to 
-**ib»  :?ri^fdlyi  riWt^ftrc  AfOttId  fee  ttroWn 

"  thofe  monftcrs  of  hell  for  five  years:** 
4iccordin]^/  ^riMg  etiiat  4VlioIe  titikl,  'fhe 
-iufFeredlthetinloft  extreme 4igonie8)  feiAttngs, 
:<|efoUtionS)CiiifRard  pam^  <aiid  ^  angtnfii'  of 
iiiMid.  tf^e  *" furious  ^  de^fe  'attaokei^''  ^t: 
f^'itfaclfipftdtempted  jieniiitiriblarpfaMny^na 
.^^vaSAAkiCfi  fthe  fa:aDd)4iith::prkle>^nil'jir€^« 
^<'l£slllplkn's  ffae:(thtrd :J«eit^]g4ott(my4^^^'^ 
^^^ftviph  vfith,^^\^  and  th^^f^ 

^^^wkhdefpiir,^'  :      '  :  .  r  :  : -^ 

f  .'^SoMEnPiMssflie.coatmued  whole wee^s 
^^^^imthootmceiviog.  any^  tiQurMmient^biiiAcfds 
.^^What  nfhe  /^«d  *Jkom .  the  ^^ holy  euthdrilY. 
"^l  ^dhe  girt  ^horiUMt^  a  ktage^girdle/  pointed 
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^vnUti  iron:  ^  *  ♦  (he  ufed  (harp  wfii^^ 
'*  with  chains  of  iron»  even  to  ei^fion  6i 

V  blood.  One  time»  when  (he  twas  a&nited 
fyhf  the  devil  jlfmodausj  {hei  itdled  herfelf 
f  *  all  naked  upon  £iggot$  of  thdrn«'' 

!  <*  At  the  expiration  of  ^ve  years  (he  got 
^  out  of  this  gulpb,  and  feemed  topafs.from 

V  purgatory  to  a  delicious  paradife/'  Among 
many  other  extraordinary  favours,  her  divine 
hufband  (Jefus  Cbrijt)  "  gave  her  his  own 
^^  heart  in  the  pr«fonce  of  St.  Angely  a  martyr 
^*  of  her  order^  and  of  St.  Catharine  oiSietmd. 

Healfo  honoured  her  with  the. noble  qua^ 

lity  of  his  fpoufe,  placing  a  crown  of  thorns 

upon  her  b^sadj  and  imprinting, the  (acred 

Jiigpiata  ot  wounds  upon  her  feetj  hand9» 

V  and  fide." 

^'  In  another  extafy,  whicb  continued  fix 
atid  twenty  hours^  *  *  ♦'Ae.fclt.in  her 
body  a  lively  imaige  of  all  our  Saviour's 
*Vpa(fion,  imitating  it,  *  *  ♦as  if  (he.  had 
^*  fyiowed  him  ftcp  by  Iftep^ ; .  She;  (ceined 
•^  firft  to  enter  into .  the ;  garden  of  OHves^ 
:<*  where  (he  fdlt  the  agonies  of  his  deadly 
*^  forrow ;  from  which  place,  as  if  loaded  with 
*<  irons,  and  bound  with  cords,  (he.  pafied 
through  the  cloifters,  as  he  pa(red  through 
thedreetsof  Jerufidem^  appearing  before 
the  tribunals  of  jlrmas^  Caiapbas^BXid  Pilate. 
tl  She  was  tied  to  a  pillar  and  cruelly  whip^ 

"  crowned 
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^*  dto^ned  with  thorns,  (hewn  to  the  pieople, 
*'  and  then  loaded  with  a  crofs;  and  thus 
**  going  to  the  oratory,  *  *  *  and  there  lying 
**  down  with  her  back.  upon,  the  ground; 
^'  (he  Wretched  out  her  feet  and  hands,  that 
'*  they  might  be  nailed  to  the  ao&r^and 
^*  after  half  an  hour  of  iilence,  raifing  herfelf 
*^  upon  her  feet,  all  ftifF  as  £be  was,  without 
^^  bending  arms  or  legs,  and  throwing  herfelf 
'^  with  her  back  againft  the  wall,  (he  pro* 
**  nounced  diilindly  the  feven  words  of  our 
*^  Saviour  upon  the  crofs.  To  tho(c-~AIi  is 
*^  finifhed,-i*^(he  added.  Now  is  the  work  of 
^^  redemption  compleated. .  The  work  of 
-''  the  comunication  of  thy  fu£ferings  fe  don* 
**  fummated.  The  W<)rk  of  our  re-uniioijii  is 
^^  finifhed  in  me.  iln  fine,  {>ronounc]ng  thofe 
**  laft  words  of  the  holy  evangelift,-*— and 
having  bowed  .his  head^i  he  gave  up  the 
ghofl ;  (he  was  about  to  fall  to  the  ground 
with greatimpetuofity^/if.  the  nuns»  who 
were  prefent,  had  not  received  lier  in  their 
arms.  Upon  her  conuiig.but  of  this  ex- 
^^  tafy,  ifhe' appeared  bedutiful  as  an  angel  of 
-^*  heaven;  'and  feemed  to  participate  of  the 
-^  reftirredioft  of  her  Saviour,  as  well  as  of 
•*'his  crdife.  *  *  *  *      • 

^^  If  (he  had  a  good*(harie  of  the  dolours 
^*  of  the  paflSonof  y^x  G&r5/?,".fays  my  au- 
'  thor,  ^^  Oie  had  no  tefs  of  the  lights  of  his 
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"  glOTJfy  :*wJ  of  .^fi  (pfejodprg  pf  hi^  ^t^ffial 
^'  genbratiqri.  Tferpje.wgbts  jfocQefliyely  (he 
** ii/y^ia. .acUriitted  t^  <Ije ^^binetof  )tbc  joioft 
«  ioly^Tarihity:,  ^dl&.W'  thJbgs.M^ieb  o^ 
15 (be  taCbsdih^ldic^QBir  of  )tbe.jgil&iixf^2ifiiiA 
f^ona;obut(canoDt  .be  explained  b]r  wotds; 
"f fc;**!  *^arriiiiic.yfiar.  J  592,  flic  ;htei:  priteate 
f  ^  acid  vfapuliar .  entcrtaiJomei\te  wkb^:  tfee-ffirft 
f^peiffqn.bf  the  imolj:  holy  T/ricMtyr*  *  7*  * 
^!  i^lkiihcfd  graces  jand  dime  CQmmuruca- 
1f;ticBa6;kindkdin.>bef  l^rmftitbe^Qre  of  love, 
^^  lb'  awknt  jand*  fa^wgorQus,  (tbdt  rflie  cried 
^  out  ofibendmes^/Orfani^ci!  I  can  bQ  longer 
^  fOi[^MN:t  thy  flambs.  O  low !  re-*eoter  into 
•''iChyielf:  myJieait  is^not  capabk  to  con- 
^^  caia  and  ^fiipporf  itbee*.  J\nd  it  was  ne- 
'^^ceQ^ry'that.cflie.dSibuld  fetch iia^jhafon  of 
^^cold  vtzyst  to  fiotl  her.  arma.io,  and  to 
^'  pcjur  at  upoii  h^^bk-eaft,  ^vjQr4er  lOi^cool 

^«:iier3(plf;'' ■  ^   *:.  c:  i.:.  c:;  •  .  -  •■  ":  ^"  "    '       • 

^    What  ailisJiihcfcFpooc  ccca 
i^iemly  apparent;  tbctr  mif^ble,4:ondition 
-is  ofle  of^he  biefledne£Ee€i:s  of>  confining  pper 
'^irk  in  nunnenes:  ;bot  that  pecfoois  not  4i^ 
:tra£bed  (hquld  r^prcfent  .the  ranked  entho- 
>fiafm  as  the  pursft..and  moft /a^Q^table  re- 
ligion, and  the  higheft  flight*  .of  m^ncfs 
£as  the  trueft  devotion,  is  not  fo.  cafily  ac- 
-counted  for.    However,  it  naiift  be  acknow- 
ledged, tbat  vdien  mn  arc  brwght  up  ^ 

I  «^profcf^^ 
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profcfs,  and  more  efpecially  to  teach  and  pro- 
p;^t«  a-  BonfeBfical,!--  feiMtical,  -  dec«itf«i, 
and  persecuting  religion,  they  cannot  be 
more  e&dtually.  .prepared  Xsr  it,  tt^aa  by 
readiog  the  rotfiantiif  iive6.;andLilyiiii^  le- 
gends of  thefe  laints  with  much  devotion, 
believing  the  -cfiidddes:-  {^rAended  to  bo 
wrought  by  theoi],  ftudying  fchoo^d|vinily, 
a<id  pairing  fie  stAioir-^eomtio^Jto'  tie 
works  of  the  fathers. 
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PROPOSALS  for  preventing  it. 

SECTION    L 

BY  the  foregoing  accounts  of  religioas 
cruelty>  particularly  in  Ei&y  the  third, 
k  evidently  appears,  that  ecclefiaftics  have 
been  the  grand  incendiaries,  who  conftantly 
lighted  up  the  flames  of  perfecution  among 
chriftians:   this  truth  is  abundantly  con- 
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firmed  by  hiftory  and  experience.  Many  of 
tbofe  who  pretended  to  devote  themfelves 
entirely  to  the  fervice  of  religion,  have  made 
what  they  call  the  hoafe  of  God,  a  den  of 
robbers  and  murderers:  they  have  pillaged 
and  deflroyed  the  people,  laid  wealthy  cities 
wafte,  and  turned  fruitful  countries  into 
frightful  deferts. 

Princes  and  magiftrates  have  indeed^ 
contrary  to  all  rules  of  good  fenfe,  true  policy, 
humanity,  and  religion,  been  frequently  per« 
fuaded,  and,  with  (hame  may  it  be  fpoken, 
compelled  to  aflift  in  plaguing,  tormenting^ 
and  deftroying  the  fubjeds  of  the  former, 
the  fellow-citizens  of  the  latter,  and  the  feU 
low-creatures  and  fellow*chriiUans  of  both. 
What  pity  it  is  princes  and  magiftrates  {hould 
not  fee,  that  in  this  wicked,  this  diabolical 
work  of  perfecution,  they  are  but  the  tools, 
— *the  mere  tools  of  vile;  [rapacious,  and 
mercilefs  priefls  i 

What  motives  have  induced  church-men 
to  ad  fo  barbarous  a  part  j  by  what  means 
they  are  become  fo  extremely  numerous 
arid  have  gained  fuch  a  great  afcendency  in 
the  chriftian  world  ^  and  what  hath  cfiedu* 
ally  enabled  them  to  tyrannize  and  periecute 
in  the  moil  outrggeous  manner,  have  in  the 
foregoing  Eflay  pretty  clearly  appeared :  but 

W6  ihall  b^e  take  a  more  full  axid  diftinft 
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view  of  thefe  particulars,  ilri'  Hope  that  thik 
may  lead  to^a  difeovery  of  fbme  remedies  iot 
fo  terrible  and  de(lru<ltive  an  evil,  zj$  perfecu*^ 
tion  on  account  of  religion  c^tainly  is. 

But  before  we  proeeedii  it  may  be  proper 
to  take  notice,  that  as  the  iS^^iv/^  clergy  have 
eminently  diftingmflied  tbetnfeLves^  in  this 
unchriflian  pradice,  what  (hall  be  further 
faid  on  that  head  will  principally  relate  to 
them* 

"  Respecting  thefe  mens  motives  to  per« 
fectttion,  it  is  necef&ry  to  diAangiiiih  the  pre* 
tended  from  the  real. 

The  ipretettded,  are  great  good-will  to 
fnankind,  madifeAed  by  compelling  all  men» 
whom  they  cannot  perfuade,  to  come  into 
their  charch^  arid  to  think,  believe,  and 
pradtife  alike  in  religion,  (a  hopelkl  projedk 
indeed !)  and  by  this  meam  to  render  them 
acceptable  to  God,  and  promote  their  fsd^ 
vatiori, 

'Tis  difficult  to  fey,  whether  this  fcheme 
is  more  foolifli  arid  abfard,  or  tyrannical  and 
wicked,  ' 

Can  any  thing  be  more  fooliih  and  ab-* 
furd,  than  to  fuppofe  it  pradicable  that  all 
men  fhould  be  brought  to  think  alike  oa 
points  fo  abftrufc'and  hardvJto1)e  underftood, 
as  many  of  thofe  relating  ta  rel^ion  are  in-t 

duftriouily  rendered^  and  generally  acknow-^ 

ledgjed 
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ledgcd  to  be  ?  Or,  if  that  were  poilible,  is 
force  a  likely  method  to  cfFedt  it  ?  Doth  not 
compulfion,  in  alnioft  all  cafes,  create  aver-  \- 
fion  ?  Violence  may,  and  often  does,  make 
men  hypocrites;  but  did  it  ever  render  one 
man  a  fincere  convert  ?  And  are  hypocrify 
and  infincerity  acceptable  to  God  ? 

Besides,  are  mens  opinions  and  fenti- 
ments  to   be  altered,  and  their  minds  in- 
formed by  torturing  their  bodies  ?  Let  us  fee 
how  admirably  well  thefe  means  are  adapted 
to  the  end.     If  a  man  doubts^  or  difbelieves 
an  article  of  faith  which  the  church  hath 
thought  fit  to  eftablifh,  cad  him  into  a  horrid, 
dark,  and  noifome  dungeon,  that  may  en-« 
lighten  his  mind.'    But  if  this  ihould  not 
^nfwer  the  purpofe,  lay  him  upon  a  rack ; 
•and  to  improve  his  underftanding,  diflocate 
his  joints;  and  to  bring  him  to  believe  aright, 
ftrain  every  nerve,  and  make  him  feel  the 
moft  exquifite  pain.     If  this  doth  not  fuc* 
:  ceed,  and  he  ftill  continues  an  unbeliever,  in 
great  compaffion  to  his  body  and  foul,  put 
him  to  the  mod  cruel  death,  and  by  that 
•means  efFedluially  prevent  all  poflibility  of 
:his  conyerfion,  and,  as  the  contrivers  of  this 
-fcheme,  the  murderers  themfelves  fay  will 
:  be  .his  fate,  precipitate  him  into  evcrlafting 
torments. 

U  As 
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As  fhefe  pretended  thethods  of  con vincing 
the  underftanding  by  tormenting  the  body, 
and  propagating  religion  by  the  deftruftion 
of  mankind,  are  in  the  higheft  degree  foolifli 
and  abfurd,  fo  are  they  equally  tyrannical 
and  wicked. 

There  are  certain  natural  rights  and  pril 
vileges  which  it  is  impofiible  to  take  from 
men  without  depriving  them  of  their  lives: 
two  of  the  principal  of  thefe  are,  thinking 
for  themfelves  in  matters  of  religion,  and  in- 
wardly on  this  fubjedt,  whatever  they  msy 
be  obliged  outwardly  to  do,  following  the 
.  didates  of  their  own  confciences.  If  fomte 
men  think  others  are  miftaken  or  errqneous 
in  thefe  points,  it  is  a  kind  and  charitable 
part  to  endeavour,  by  counfel,  argument,  and 
perfuafion,  to  fet  them  right.  But  all  at- 
.  tempts  to  force  thefe  privileges  from  men 
are  abfurd,  becaufe  impoffible,--«^tyrannical^ 
-becaufeunjuft. 

To  put  men  in  prifon  merely  on  account 
of  their  religious  belief  or  perfuafion  is  a  great 
oppreflion,  and,  properly  fpeaking,  taife  im- 
'  prifonment:  to  fine  them,  or  take  away  their 
eftates  for  that caufe,  is  robbery:  to  put  them 
.to  death  for  not  acting  againft  their  con* 
fciences  is  murder.  Can  any  thing  be  more 
wicked  ?  Is  it  not  then  hard  to  determine^ 

whether 
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<^hether  the  folly  and  abfufdity,  or  tyi;anny 
and  wickednefs  of  perfeciition  on  account  of 
religion  are  greater  ? 

That  good-will  to.  mankind,,  or  thdr  be- 
nefit in  this  world  or  the  next,  are  the  real 
motives  to  fo  unjuft  and  ctuel  -a  pradice,  is 
■  the  higheft  degree  of  impudence  to  pretend; 
%ad  certainly . muA  be. too  gtofs  a  deceit  to 
pbt^tii)  any. credit  but  with  bigots  or  enthu- 
iiafts,  fools  or.njadmen.  It  being  evident 
tlien  that  thefe  ^re  no  other  than  pretended 

motives,  what  are  the  r?al? 

An  inhnman  teaser,  with  a  combination 
.of  the  worft  of  inens^  paifions,  particularly 
malice,  en vy,  covetoufhefs,  pride,  ambition,  a 
defire  to  domineer  and  tyrannize  over  others; 
-to  which  are;  foihetimeS  added  bigotry  and 
^nthufiafm;:  th^fe  are  the  real  incentives  to 
j^erfecution,  and  when  joined  with  a  large 
jcneafure  of  hypocrify,  complete  the  cbaradler 
,of  a  perjSscutor. 

That  the  moft  furious  perfecutors  are 
.oftentimes  the  moft  confummate  hypocrites, 
Js  evident ;  for  many  of  them  have  no  reli- 
gion: witnefs,  numbers  of  the  Romijh  clergy, 
linduding  popes,  cardinals,  and  inquiGtors, 
.who  ftand  in  the  firft  rank  of  this  wicked 
tribe.  The  faying  of  pope  Leo  X,  in  a  merry 
humour,  to  cardinal  B^w^^?,  is  well  known: 
Sluantum  nobis  profuit  hac  fabiila  de  Cbrijlo  ? 

U  2  ^i^^- 
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faid  this  prince  of  perfecutors,  and  pretended 
vicar  of  Cbrijf^ 


SECTION    11. 

AS  it  is  evident  then,  firft,  that  ecclefi- 
aflics  have  always  been  the  grand  pro-^ 
moters  and  inftruments  of  perfecution  among 
chriftians ;  fecondly,  what  their  r^al  motives 
to  it  are  J  we  come,  thirdly,  to  take  a  view 
by  what  means  church -men  are  become  fo 
extremely  numerous,  and  have  gained  fo 
great  an  influence  and  afcendency  in  the 
chriftian  world. 

To  fee  this  in  a  clear  light,  it  muft  be  con- 
fidered,  that  the  doftrines  of  the  immortality 
of  the  foul,  and  eternal  rewards  and  punifli- 
ments,  are  much  more  explicitly  taught  and 
generally  believed  among  chriftians,  than 
they  had  been  by  Jews  or  Gentiles^  efpecially 
the  latter,  who  were  left  either  to  uncertain 
tradition,  or  their  own  vague  apprehenfions, 
to  form  the  beft  judgments  they  could  on 
thefe  important,  tho'  obfcure  fubjedls.  But 
when  immortality  was  revealed  and  brought 
to  light  by  the  gofpel,  and  a  confiderablc 
part  of  mankind  came  firmly  to  believe,  that 
they  (linuld  after  this  life  be  for  ever  happy 
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or  for  ever  mifcrablej  this  begot,  as  well  it 
mighty  great  anxiety  in  all  orders  and  degrees 
of  believers  :  then  the  cry  of  the  ignorant,  to 
thofe  who  they  thought  or  imagined  knew 
more  than  themfelves,  was.  Men  and  brethren, 
what  (hall  we  do  to  be  faved  ?  What  an  ex- 
cellent opportunity  was  this  to  have  incul- 
cated, that  the  prefent  world  was  a  place  of 
probation  only  -,  that  if  men  pradlifed  tempe- 
rance, juftice,  and  charity,  lived  in  peace  and 
love  with  one  another,  improved  their  minds 
and  underflandings  according  to  the  bed  of 
their  capacities  by  refleftion  and  contempla- 
tion, and  worfhipped  God  in  fpirit  and  in 
truth,  that  they  could  not  fail  of  being  happy 
hereafter  J  but  if  they  lived  in  wickednefs  or 
fenfuality  like  the  beafts,  like  the  beafts  they 
fhould  perifli  ? 

Something  of  this  kind  was  indeed 
mentioned,  and  the  pradice  of  thefe  duties 
recommended:  but  iriftead  of  laying  the 
greateft  (Irefs  on  fuch  a  rational  and  truly 
beneficial  religion,  a  certain  fet  of  cunning, 
and  it  may  be  juftly  added,  wicked  men,  in- 
vented the  moft  improbable  tales,  and  the 
ipoft  incomprehenfible  dodrines,  which  were 
to  be  believed  on  pain  of  damnation:  the 
more  improbable  and  the  more  incompre- 
henfible the  better,  the  greater  is  then  the 
merit  of  believing.     To  thefe  they  added  a 
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multitude  of  rites,  ceremonies,  and  fpirituaf 
jcatholicohs,  of  which  as  they  only  arc  the 
contrivers,  preparers,  and  difpenfers,  fo  they 
only  reap  any  profit  from  them. 

These  fables,  tricks,  and  cheats,  moftly 
took  their  rife  in  times  of  great  ignorance 
and  bigotry  J  times  always  prolific  of  credu- 
lity and  fuperftition.  Then  were  chriftians' 
taught  to  believe  a  purgatory ;  but  at  the  fame 
time  taught  alfo,  that  if  they  would  be  ge- 
nerous to^e  church,  and  pay  for  a  fufficient 
numbw:  of  mafles,  their  own  fouls,  or  thofe 
of  their  relations  and  friends,  or  any  others 
they  beftowed  this  favour  upon,  might  be 
foon  redeemed  from  the  pains  of  it.  Then 
were  men  made  to  believe,  that  it  was  abfo- 
lutely  neceflary  they  fliould  confefs  their  fins' 
to  fome  of  their  fellow-creatures  and  fellow- 
finners,  who  had  power  to  grant  indulgences 
and  pardons ;  and  that  God  had  given  to  one 
of  thefe  poor  creatures,  or  to  a  number  of 
them  called  the  church,  the  keys  of  heaven} 
5*  and  whofoever  he  or  they  (hall  bind  on 
**  earth,  fhall  be  bound  in  heaven,  and  who-? 
*'  foever  he  or  they  (hall  loofe  on  earthy 
M  fhall  be  loofed  in  heaven."  And  to  fill 
pp  the  meafure  of  arrogance,  impudence, 
and  impiety  in  priefts,  and  of  folly  and  cre- 
dulity in  the  laity,  the  former  invented  a  re- 
ligious abfurdity  and  forgery,  already  men- 
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tioned,  beyond  what  any  of  the  heathen  had 
ever  praftifed,  or  the  world  before  ever  con?*, 
ceived  : — that  they,  the  prieflis,   could  andi 
did,  whenever  they  pleafed,  make  God  AU 
mighty  the  great  Creator  of  the  univerfe, 
fwallow  him  themfelves,  and  give  him  ta 
the  people  to  eat.     And  that  priefts  might 
appear  to  be  of  the  greateft  ufe  and  confe* 
quence  to  mankind,  and  by  that  m^ans  ob- 
tain the  utmoft  influence  and  afcendency 
over  them,  it  was  pretended  and  incalcated* 
by  thefe  men^  that  unlefs  the  good  intention 
of  the   priefl  accompanied  this  heavenly 
morfel,  it  would  be  of  no  benefit  to  the 
receiver  ^ 

As  thefe  opinions,  if  believed,  as  unhappily 
they  were  by  multitudes,  muft  fubje<3:  the 
laity  to  be  entirely  dependent  on  the  clergy 
in  matters  appertaining  to  eternal  falvation  "^ ; 

U4  fo 

P  If  any  perfons  fhould  doubt  whether  this  abfurd  doc- 
trine, relating  to  the  intention  of  the  prieft  being  neceilaty 
to  the  good  efFeft  of  the  facrament,  is  really  taught  by 
the  church  of  Rome^  they  need  but  confult  M.  Du  Pin^s 
Hifioire  du  Concile  de  Trente^  tome  I.  p.  156  j  where  it 
plainly  appears,  that  this  article  was  eflabliflied  both  by 
the  councils  of  Florence  and  Trent.  However,  it  is  ad- 
mitted, that  M.  Du  Pirtj  and  fome  other  fenfiblc  Roman 
Catholics,  efpecially  Frenchmen^  have  diflented  from  this 
opinion. 

**  The  Mufiovites  are  taught  to  believe,  that  when 
they  die,  in  order  for  their  admittance  into  heaven,  they 
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fo  this  dependency,  with  the  riches,  honours, 
and  dignities  acquired  by  ecclefiaftics,  could 
not  well  fail  of  rendering  them  in  the  higheft 
degree  proud  and  infolent.  A  prieft  might 
well  fay  to  a  grandee  of  the  firft  rank,  as 
Voltaire  informs  us  a  Jefuit,  who  was  conr 
feflbr  to  a  queen  of  Spain^  did  to  the  duke 
of  Lerme :  Cefi  vous  qui  me  devez  du  refpeSty 
puifque  fat  tous  les  jours  votre  Dieu  dans  mf^ 
mains ^  et  votre  reine  h  mes pieds ' :  /.  ^..  "  Tis 
^  you  who  ought  to  pay  me  reverence,  fince 
**  I  have  every  day  your  God  in  my  hands, 
*^  and  your  queen  at  my  feet*'     And  can 

wc 

muft  take  with  them  a  certificate  figned  and  fealed  by 
the  patriarch  or  by  a  bifhop.  Accordingly,  when  a  de- 
ceafed  perfon  is  to  be  buried,  a  heavenly  pailport,  as  they 
call  it,  drawn  up  in  the  following  terms,  is  pi|t  betweeii 
his  fingers :  We  N.  N»  biflipp  and  prieft,  do  by  theip 
prefents  publicly  acknowledge  and  atteft,  that  this  per- 
fon hath  lived  with  us  as  a  good  and  true  chriftian  and 
Greek.  And  forafmuch  as  he  has  committed  fins,  he 
hath  confefled,  and  received  abfolution  and  the  holy  far 
crament  for  the  remiffion  of  thofe  fins.  He  bath  alfo 
rendered  true  worfhip  to  God  and  his  faints,  and  he  has 
fafted  and  prayed  after  a  proper  manner.  He  hath  alfb 
conftantly  behaved  well  to  n>e  his  confefibr,  fo  that  I 
have  granted  him  a  full  pardon  of  all  his  faults.  We 
have  therefore  given  him  this  certificate,  to  deliver  to  St. 
Peter  and  other  faints,  in  order  that  by  this  means  he; 
may,  without  any  hindrance,  be  admitted  into  the  gate  oif 
everlafting  glory.  La  Religion  Ancienne  et  Moderne  des 
MofcQviteSy  p.  139. 

f  Li  Siede  de  Lcuis  XIV.  T.  I.  p.  14  j. 
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we  woader,  fince  every  petty  prieft  was  thus 

exalted,  that  a  bifliop  ftiould  fend  word  to  an  . 

emprefs,  "  that  he  would  not  pay  her  a  vifit, . 

"  unlefs  file  would  promife  to  bow  down 

**  before  him  and  receive  his  blefiing,  and 

**  thpn  to  (land  up,   whilft  he  fat,  till  he 

"  ibould  give  her  leave  to  fit  down  '  ?"     Or 

that  it  fliould  be  declared,   **  and  repeated 

**  over  and  over,  left  chriftians  fhould  chance 

^*  to  forget  it,  by  the  apoftolical  conftitu- 

**  tions,"    (which  were  probably   epifcopal 

forgeries)  **  that  a  bi(hop  is  a  God,  a  God 

"  upon  earth,  and  a  king,  and  infinitely  fu- 

*^  perior  to  a  king,  and  ruler  over  rulers  and 

"  kings,  &c'?  "     Or  that  a  pope  (hould 

aflert,  that  **  all  men  were  to  be  judged  by 

"  him,  but  himfelf  by  no  man  j  that  the 

**  greateft    monarchs  were    his  flaves   and 

"  vaflals,  and  he  king  of  kings,  monarch  of 

**  the  world,  fole  lord  and  governor  both  in 

*'  fpirituals  and  temporals ;  that  he  was  ap- 

"  pointed  prince  over  all  nations  and  king- 

*^  doms  5  that  his  power  excelled  all  powers ; 

•*  that  it  was  neceflary  to  falvation  for  every 

**  human  creature  to  be  fubjeft  to  him "  ?'* 

As  high  flights  as  thefe  be,  they  are  exceeded 

by  Jlanus  de  Rupe^  2l  Dominican  monk,  who 

fcruples 

•  Dr.  JorilrCs  Remarks   on   Ecclefiaftical   Hiftory,' 
yol.  I.  p.  234.  *  Ihid.  p.  232. 

"  ^o%ver\  Hillory  of  the  popes.  Vol.  L  ^*  ^\  V 
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fcruples  not  to  raife  the  power  of  a  prieft 
above  that  of  God  himfelf;  allcdging,  that 
God  fpcnt  a  whole  week  in  creating  the 
world,  and  difpofing  it  in  proper  order; 
whereas  a  prieft,  every  time  he  fays  mafs, 
with  a  word  or  two  produces,  not  a  mere 
creature,  but  the  fupreme  uncreated  Being 
himfelf,   the  origin  of  all  things  ^ 
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ALTHOUGH  this  article  of  feith  re- 
lating  to  tranfubftantiation,  jufl  men* 
tioned,  (with  other  doArines  of  the  fame 
ftamp)  had  its  beginning  in  times  of  dark* 
nefs  and  ignorance '',  yet,  notwithftanding 
the  world  has  been  fince  fo  much  improved 
and  enlightened  with  knowledge  and  litera- 
ture, it  is  ftill  believed  by  multitudes  i  and 

not 

^  In  traSfaiu  de  dignitate  Jhe  exallentiis  facerdotum. 
From  Keyjler's  Travels,  Vol.  I.  p.  340. 

^  Purchafe  Radberty  abbot  of  C4orby  in  France^  (in  the 
beginning  of  the  ninth  century)  was  the  firft  that  ad- 
vanced the  do(flrine  of  tranfubftantiation ;  but  it  was 
about  the  middle  of  the  eleventh  century  before  it  was 
eftablifhed  by  the  popes,  who  adjudged  all  to  be  burnt  as 
heretics  who  denied  it.  The  Inftru£ltom  of  a  Parijh 
Mintjier  to  his  Parijhioners  on  the  Subje^  of  Popery^ 
\>y  Dr.  Stehbing.    This  little  book  is  recommended  s^ 

i^KtUcatly  adapted  to  thi^  pux^fe^  vx^^  <k^v^^fot. 
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not  by  the  ignorant  and  illiterate  only,  but, 
as  they  pretend  at  leaft,  by  men  of  the  greateft 
acutenefs,  learning,  knowledge,  wiftJom^  and 
judgment.  Which,  by  the  way,  (hews  how 
little  even  thefe  men  are  to  be  depended  on 
refpedling  fubjedts  of  religious  belief. 

The  church  of  Rome  boafts  much  oi 
working  miracles ;  that  (he  has^  brought  fuch 
perfons  to  believe  fo  grofs  an  abfurdity,  fo 
palpable  a  contradidion,  fo  manifeft  an  im-> 
poflibility  as  tranfubftantiation^,  bids  the 
fairefl  to  be  edeemed  a  miracle  of  any  (he 
pretends  to  have  wrought.  We  will  try, 
however,  if  this:  wonderful  phaenomenon  can-p 
not  be  accounted  for  without  a  miracle. 

Great  arc  the  efFefts  of  education,  pre- 
pofleflion,  and  bigotry,  and  perhaps  as  great 
is  the  force  of  religious  awe,  and  fear  of  in- 
curring ecclefiaftical  cenfurc,  and  the  terrible 
confequences  apprehended  from  it  both  In 
this  world  and  the  next,  in  preventing  merj 
from  freely  inquiring  into,  or  doubting  what 
the  church  has  commanded  to  be  received  as 
truth :  for  furely,  did  perfons  of  the  above- 
mentioned  abilities,  or  even  thofe  of  the  moft 
common  underftandings,  dare  to  inquire 
freely  into  this  dodtrlne  and  many  other  ec-r 
clefiaftical  impofitions,  they  could  not  fail  of 
difqovering  the  error  and  falfity  of  them. 

Put  }f  men  whofe  fight  is  ever  fo  good  will 
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keep  their  eyes  /hut,  or  fufifer  others  to  hood- 
wink them,  they  mufl  remain  in  the  dark, 
and  can  no  mere  di(lingui(h  objeds  of  iight 
than  thofe  who  are  really  blind. 

Besides,  whoever  imagines,  that  the  wifeft 
of  men  have  not  great  weakneffes,  knows  but 
little  of  human  nature :  and  thefe  wcaknefles 
appear  on  no  fubjedl  more  frequently  and 
notorioufly,  than  in  the  belief  of  mens  reli- 
gious inventions.  What  amazing  proofs  o.^ 
learning,  genius,  fagacity,  wifdom,  and  judg- 
ment, have  many  of  the  ancient  pagans  given? 
Yet  the  moft  eminent  of  thefe,  as  well  as  the 
fimple  vulgar,  worfhipped  flocks  and  ftones, 
believed  the  moft  improbable  (lories,  and  very 
devoutly  performed  the  mod  ridiculous  rites 
and  ceremonies  in  religion. 

How  many  modern  great  men,  eminent 
for  learning  and  knowledge,  have  drawn  their 
pens,  and  doubtlefs  fome  would  have  drawn 
fwords  if  they  had  worn  them,  (the  fword 
of  perfecution  they  have  drawn)  to  inforce 
the  belief  of  what  contradifts  common  fenfe, 
is  a  reproach  to  the  church  which  makes  ufe 
of  it,  and  a  fcandal  to  the  chriflian  religion  ? 
A  compofition  of  this  kind  is  commonly 
afcribed  to  a  faint.  *Ti3  true,— ^Nothing  could 
well  be  too  nonfenfical  for  fome  faints  to 
compofe  :  but  may  it  not  be  juftly  fufpedled, 
that  fuch  a  heap  of  abfurdities  w^s  4ily  in-» 

vented 
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vented  and  thrown  together  by  an  arch  finner, 
and  then  fathered  upon  a  faint,  with  dcfign 
to  try  whether  one  man  could  pofliWy  invent 
any  thing  fo  incredible  and  ridiculous,  that 
others  would  not  believe  and  defend?  Were 
this  really  the  cafe,  how  fully  was  the  defign 
anfwered  !  and  how  highly  the  inventor 
gratified ! 

On  fubjed:s  which  have  no  foundation  in 
nature,  and  in  which  confequently  reafon  and 
knowledge  can  be  no  guides,  is  it  ftrangc 
that  wife  men,  if  they  will  meddle  with  them, 
ihould  err  as  well  as  fools  ?  Or  if  wife  men^ 
on  fuch  fubjefts,  will  be  guided  by  knavesj 
is  it  any  wonder  if  they  arc  deceived  ? 

An:d  refpedling  learned  men  in  particular, 
tnany  of  them  are  much  more  employed  in 
filling- their  heads  with  the  opinions  of  others, 
than  in  thinking  f6r  themfelves:  thofe  of 
much  learning  and  little  fenfe  generally  fol- 
low one  another  like  pack-horfes  in  the  fame 
track}  and  we  frequently  fee  the  former  as 
much  over-burdened,  and  as  little  benefited 
by  their  learning,  as  the  latter  by  the  packs 
they  carry. 

As  perfons  of  more  than  ordinary  parts  and 
learning  are,  as  well  as  other  men,  incident 
to  great  weaknefJes  and  prejudices,  and  fre- 
quently fall  into  palpable  errors;  fo  they 
many  times  carry  their  miftakes  further,  and 
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it  is  more  difficult  to  reclaim  tbem  than  the 
common  people :  ^and  les  pbilqfopbes  ((ays 
M.  Fo^tenelle  ^)  i'entitent  unefois  Jtim  pre- 
juge^  ih  font  plus  incurablis  que  le  peupU 
mefme^  parce  qi^iU  s^entitent  egalement  tS  du 
prejuge  &  desfaujjes  raifins  dont  ib  kjmtien-^ 
nent.  L  e  "  When  philofophers  become  in- 
*'  fatuated  with  a  prejudice,  they  are  more 
^'  incural^e  than  the  common  people,  be- 
'^  caufe  they  are  equally  infatuated  with  the 
**  prejudice,  and  with  the  falfe  reafonings  they 
•'  make  ufe  of  to  fupport  it."  The  fame 
author,  in  another  place,  gives  a  very  enter- 
taining and  notable  inilance  of  this  truth: 
En  1593,  le  bruit  courut  que  les  dents  ejiant 
tombies  a  un  enfant  de  Silefiey  &c.  *  /.  e.  "In 
**  1593,  it  was  reported,  that  the  teeth  of  a 
"  child  of  Silefa  of  feven  years  old  dropped 
"  out,  and  in  the  room  of  one  of  his  great 
"  teeth  came  a  tooth  of  gold.  Hbrfiius,  pro- 
**  fefTor  of  phyfic  in  the  univerfity  of  Selm^ 
^^fiad^  wrote,  in  the  year  1595,  the  hiftory 
*^  of  this  tooth,  and  pretended,  that  it  was 
*^  partly  natural  and  partly  niiraculous,  and 
"  that  it  was  fent  by  God  to  this  child  to 
**  comfort,  the  chriftians,  who  were  then 
**  afHided  by  the  Turks.  Do  but  imagine 
"to  yourfelf  what  *  confolation  this  tooth 
"  could  be  of  to  the  chriftians,  or  how  it 

"  could 

y  Hi/l,  ies  Oracksy  ch.  vui.  *  Ibid,  dci*  vi  • 
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<  could  relate  either  to  them  or  the  Turis. 
^  In  the  fame  year,  that  this  golden  tooth 
^  might  not  want  hiftorians,  Rullandus  wrote 

*  the  hiftory  of  it.  Two  years  after,  IngoU 
^  Jieterus^  another  learned  man,  wrote  againft 

*  the  opinion  of  Rullandus  concerning  this 
^  tooth  of  gold,  and  Rullandus  immediately 
^  made  a  fine  and  learned  reply.  Another 
'  great  man,  named  Libavius^  colle&ed  all 
^  that  had  been  faid  about  this  tooth,  and 
^  added  his  particular  opinion.  Nothing 
y  could  be  wanting  to  fo  many  fine  works^ 
'  but  the  truth  of  the  fad — that  the  tooth 
^  was  gold.  For  when  a  goMfmith  had 
'  examined  it,   he  found  that  it  was  a  real 

*  tooth  artfully  covered  with  leaf- gold.'' 
Thus  far  M.  Fontenelky  who  might  find  a 
n^ultitude  of  even  more  ridiculous  abfurdities 
than  this,  related  in  fupport  of  his  own  reli-* 
gion,  and  a  profufion  of  learning  and  h\(c 
reafonings  made  ufe  of  by  fome  of  the  greateit 
men  of  his  church  to  prove  the  truth  of 
them.  And  if  he  himfelf  believes,  or  rather 
fancies  he  believes  tranfubflantiation,  as  there 
is  no  reafon  to  doubt  but  he  does,  he  is  a 
flagrant  inflance  of  what  hath  been  above 
aiTerted,  and  of  his  own  obfervation  alfo  *. 

Another  inflance  of  almoft  general  de- 
ception, for  many  ages,  of  the  knowing  as 

well 

«  IVAen  this  WZ9  written,  M.  FontenelUNnaWvcv^. 
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well  as  ignorant  part  of  mankind,  is  the  be- 
lief of  oracles  among  the  heathens,  and  witch- 
craft and  the  appearance  of  fpirits  among  all 
nations  and  religions.  The  firft  were  be- 
lieved to  be  given  forth  by  gods  whith  never 
exifted ;  and  the  latter  as  well  as  the  former 
had  no  exiftence  but  in  imagination  or  im- 
port u  re. 

Christians  readily  agree,  that  pagan 
oracles  did  not  proceed  from  God :  but  many 
contend  earneftly  that  they  were  didlated  by 
the  devil ;  an  opinion  entirely  without  foun- 
dation :  for  they  were  undoubtedly  the  mere 
forgeries  of  priefts.  Many  zealous  chriftians 
are  alfo  very  loth  to  part  with  wizards,  and 
witches,  and  apparitions  5  becaufe  they  look 
upon  the  two  firft,  as  well  as  oracles,  to 
be  ftrong  evidences  of  the  deviUs  dealings 
'with,  and  influence  over  mankind  5  and 
the  laft  as  proofs  of  the  refurreftion,  the 
being  of  a  God,  and  the  exiftence  of  feparatc 
fpirits. 

"To  this  head,'' (the  being  of  a  God, 
and  the  exiftence  of  feparate  fpirits)  fays  a 
very  great  and  learned  divine,  "  belong  thofe 
**  opinions  and  teftimonies  of  mankind  con- 
^*  cerning  apparitions,  of  which  the  ancient 
"  world  (their  poets  and  hiftorians)  fpake  fo 
"  much,  all  which  probably  could  not  be 
"  devifed  without  ground   concerning  the 


Relioious  Persecution*       jo^ 

^'  power  of  enchantment^  to  which  fome  in^ 
"  vifible  power  muft  co-operate  5  concern^* 
*'  ing  conjuration^  witchery,  all  intercourfe 
"  and  confederacy  with  bad  fpirits  5  which  h6 
^'  that  fuppofes  to  be  all  mere  deluiion,  muft 
"  fomewhat  over-rudely  and  immodeftly  fufc 
pe£t  the  world  of  exceeding  vanity  and 
credulity ;  many  worthy  hiflforiafifs  of  in- 
^'  confideratenefs;  &c.  moft  law^makers  of 
^^  great  raihnefs  and  folly ;  mofl  judicatories 
'^  of  indifcretion  or  cruelty;  and  too  great  a 
"  number  of  witncffcs  of  extreme  malice  or 
"  madnefs  %" 

But  by  this  ertiinent  perfoh's  leave,  may 
it  not  be  truly  faid,  without  any  immodefty 
or  rudenefs,  that  of  moft  or  all  thefe  they  are 
fomewhat  more  than  fufpeded  ?  For  that  all 
opinions  and  teftimonies  in  favour  of  thofe 
conjurations,  witcheries,  inchantments,  &cr. 
were  owing  merely  to  ignorance,  extreme 
credulity,  delufion,  or  wicked  defigns.  And 
have  not  multitudes  of  poor  innocent  crea^ 
tures,  to  the  (hame  and  infamy  of  law-makers 
and  judicatories,  been  wrongfully  put  to 
death  for  pretended  crimes,  of  which  they 
were  entirely  innocent,  and  indeed  could  not 
pofUbly  be  guilty  ?  and  this  in  our  nation, 
as  well  as  others,  'till  by  a  late  moft  neceflary 

X  «n4 

.   «•  Dr^  Barrow*s  works.  Vol.  L  p.  368,  369. 
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and  excellent  ad  o£  jpatliameiit,  thofetttijuft 

end  cruel  laws  were  repealed  ^1 
Resf ECTiNG  the  devil's  dealingi  wkb^  and 

inAuence  over  mankind  >  if  into  can  be  in- 

iguenced  or  aduated  by  any  fpirits .  more 

wicked  than  their  Qwn»  which  is  at  leaft 

doubtfiiU  there  are  coo  snaay  other  evidences 

of  the  devirs  power  over  meni  for  us.  to 

ftand  in  need  of  thcfe.    And  as  to  ftories  of 

apparitions  being  proofs  of  the  rdforredfcion, 

&c.  we  fhall  only  fay^  that  all  forgeries  or 

bad  proofs  tend  greatly  to  weaken  a  good 

caufe. 

Inasmuch  then  as.  ratany  things^  thus  ap- 
parently faife  and  ridicuiqcis,  have  been  be^ 
lieyed  by  fuch  numbers  of  wife  ^d  learned 
perfons  for  many  ages,  the  believing  even 
fo  monftrous  an  abfurdity  as  tranfubftantia* 
tion,  by  other  wife  and  learned  perfons,  may 
perhaps  be  accounted  for  without  a  miracle. 
iPut  to  return  to  the  fubjedt  more  immediately 
before  us» 

When 

**  What  Mr.  Keyjler^  in  his  Travels,  tqlls  us  relating 
to  the  people  of  Geneva^  is  very  niuch  to  their  honour. 
The  abfurd  proceedings,  fays' this  gentleman,  relating  to 
iQdidments  atid  feiitences  for  witchcraft  and  forcery, 
were  much  iboner  exploded  at  Gemva  than  in  any  other 
country  of  Europe^  not  one  perfon  fince  the  year  165Z 
having  fuficred"  death  oii  fuch  an  accufation ;  nor  ar^ 
theft  ddle  ftories  on  thefc  fubjefis,  which  other  coun- 
tries are  filled  with,  (9  muob  as.  OMOtioncd  facfc  ViqL  I. 
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WftfiN  itWus  found,  that  tht  Jjretended 
meant;  aboVe-ixitwtibiicd^  of  believing  impro- 
bable talcs,  and  '|)crforming  infignificant  ce- 
rettioniec,  to  fecutt  fticri  from  cverlafting  tor- 
*nttfis/and  obtain  for  them  eternal  happinefe, 
•'were  fo  higlily  approved  and  eagerly  em- 
fafaced  3  and  what  vafl  refped  was  paid  to 
the  itiventors  Or  promoters  of  them  by  weak 
and  cfcddlous  princes  and  governors,  as  well 
as  by  the  iimple  populace  i  what  Immunities 
and  privilegeis  were  granted  to  church -men ; 
what  i^iches  and  honours  were  heaped  upon 
ihcm }  this  grtatly  increafed  their  numbbrs^ 
and  is  tfie  true  caufe  why  there  are  fuch 
fwarms  of  priefls  among  chriftians  at  this 
day.  The  chiirch  becoming  fo  produftive 
of  thofe  good  things  which  men  mofl:  ar«- 
dently  defire,  multitudes,  efpecially  of  the 
idle,  the  lazy,  the  covetous,  and  the  proud, 
crOuded  into  her  fervice*  Here  a  mainte- 
nance, at  leaft,  was  to  be  gained  for  all  with- 
out labour}  for  many^  riches  without  induftry, 
and  hondurs  and  dignities  without  real  merit* 
A  hive  filled  with  honey  feldom  fails  to  draw 
hwnets,  wafps,  and  drones  in  abundance. 

This  body  of  men,  thus  feparated  from 
the  reft  of  mankind,  becoming  fo  extremely 
numerous,  not  only  fet  up  a  diflindt  but  an 
oppofite  iittcreft  to  them  :  they  indeed  foon 
made  it  their  bufinefs  to  pillage  atvd  Cv\b?^v\- 

X  a  %^^^ 
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gate  the  chriftian  world.  And  when  they 
had  obtained  fuch  immenie  treafures,  and 
other  valuable  emoluments  and  advantageSi 
as  they  foon  became  poileflbrs  of,  nothing 
cpuld  be  more  natural  than  a  defire  to  pre- 
ferve  and  inaeafe  their  acquifitions  \    If 

men 

^  As  a  flagrant  inftance  of  the  tyrannical  power  the 
Komijb  clergy  once  poflefled  in  this  nation  particularly, 
and  their  eager  defire  to  preferve  what  they  cidled  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  the  church,  the  reader  is  here  pre- 
lented  widi  the  form  and  manner  of  a  moft  horrible 
curfe,  which  accompanied  a  folemn  oath  taken  by  our 
king  Henry  III,  for  dut  purpofe.  The  king,  la]dng  his 
right  band  upon  the  holy  gofpels,  took  the  oath  tendered 
to  him  by  the  archbifhop ;  and  he,  and  all  the  bilhops 
that  were  prefent,  holding  Nghted  candles  in  thdr  hands, 
excommunicated  all  thofe,  who  fhould  encroach  upon 
the  privileges  of  the  church,  in  the  following  words: 
JtUCTORITjfTE  DEI  ommpotentis,  V  Filii,  far  Spiritus 
fanSfiy  anathematlzamusy  &  a  UmmfanHit  matris  ecdefia 
fequeftramus  emnes  ilhs^  qui  a  mod9  fdenter  &  miJiti$fe 
ucUfias  privaverintj  vel  fpoliaveriat  fu$  jun*  Deindi 
eandila  extincfa  projiciebarUur  fumtgantes  (^  foetaiteSy 
denunciantc  archiepifcopo  :  SIC,  SIC  extinguantur^  fumi- 
gent,  l^  fceteant  anima.condemnata  eerum,  qui  bac  viola- 
bunt,  &  fimjlre  interpretabuntur.  Et  acclanuitum  eft  ab 
crnnibui'ifeda  rege  frequentius  ^  alacrius.  Amen,  Anun*-^ 
Ada  funt  hac  in  capeUa  S.  Catbarina,  apud  Wejlmtna- 
Jierium.  Matthew  Paris  in  Henrico  III.  That  is,  BV 
THE  AUTHORITY  of  almighty  God,  and  of  the 
Son,  and  the  holy  Spirit,  we  anathematize,  and  turn  out 
of  the  doors  of  holy  mother  church,  all  thofe  who  ihall 
knowingly  and  malicioufly  deprive  the  clergy  of  their 
right.    Afterwards  the  candies  were  thrown  down^  and 

""lay 
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men  fhould  generally. •come  to  doubt  or  difbe-^ 

lieve,  as  fopie  always  did^  the  truth  of  the 

dodrines  taught,  or  the  neceflity  or  efficacy  ^ 

of  the  rites  or  ceremonies  invented,  the  church 

would  then  be  in  the  utmoft  daAgu*.    This  - 

was  above  all  things  to.  be  prevented.  What 

muft  then  be  done  to  fecure  fo  eilential  a' 

point  as  mens  believing  all  they  were  taught 

to  believe,  in  which  the  intcrefttrfthcchurch, 

that  is,  of  the  clergy,  is  fo  nearly  concerned  ? 

To  tell  oieo  that  damnation  will  be  the  con* 

fequence  of  doubting,  may  do  much,  but  not 

every  thing :  fome  wilt  doubt,  they  cannot 

help  it,  and  from  doubting  may  probably 

procebdfto  difbelieving:  this  they  cannot  help 

Jieitb6r.     Thefe  therefore  it  fe  inipoffible 

wholly  to  prevent:  but  fcirereanti  prcfcnt 

punifhments,  added  to  the  fear  of  future  mi^; 

fery,  may  deter  many  froni  inquiring,  and 

confequently  in  fome  degree  from  dbubting, 

and  more  dill  from  declaring  their  doubts  or 

difbelief ;  and  by  thefe  means  men  ipay  be 

compelled  to  profefs,  tho'  they  do  not  believe, 

andconform  outwardly,  if  not  inwardly.  This 

X  3  (hews 

lay  upon  the  floor  fmoaking  and  ftinking ;  and  the  arch* 
bifliop  fpokc  thefe  words ;  THUS,  THUS  let  the 
damned  fouls  ot  thofe  men,  whp  (hall  z£\  contrary  to  this 
injun(Elion,  and  put  a  wrong  interpretation  upon  it,  be 
extinguiflied,  fmoak,  and  Aink.  And  then  every  body, 
but  efpecially  the  king,  cried  out.  Amen,  Amen.  Thi^ 
was  done  in  St.  Catharini%  ^hapcl,  Wejit^infitr^ 


\ 
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fheMrs.  vf  hf  &idi>  kt  the  rnamy  ccnittlfaoidet:  of 
priefts  is  i>:ffa:eniioufly  infiftcd  oo^  and  focb 
gK9t  okcrift  pUoed  in  it  2-M«withoDt  tbia  SeajHk 
ibiia  impJfli^lo  to  ploafc  priefts.  Whotins^' 
deediwoufa);bcocsi!ieof!d»  ridbe^  tbs  faiflat^ 
enoe^ihegMttdeiiri  and  the  pM^^r  of icdavi^' 

weM^it  net  &r  die  aedttiity  df  fiobls  ?/ :  i :  i ' ' . ' 

■     ■  ■   t  * 
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TO  ifefpre.  tjiep  thia  gf^  RpiR^fRfvl)?- 
li^ving, '  pruMW  an4,,gqv^rftprs^,i^^ 

called  wpba  tq  inflift  the  jnoft^qw^iPWilfef: 
ipeals  oaall  l^nbelicvcrs}.f^)diapfd^r  l(;^|f!9^ 
vail  with  them,  tyifo  .aiTgugijeAte-w^^-^pNAr 
cipally  tQsi/di%  vSp.  of :  0(u^,  that  byr  fioniwiilii^ 
heicticSy  thp'  the  methods  made  iffe  of^  weie 

mofl  acceptable  fervice  to  God,  and^tl^^e^ 

cpmmute  foe  a  oiuUitude  of  fins.*-— This  14 

be  fure  had,  its  efifedbwuh  zealots  apd'bi^<H$t^ 

The  other  was,  that  thofe  who  were  not  0$, 

the  catholic  church  <:oiild  not  be  good  fubr 

jedts  under  catholic  governments.     Such  ai) 

infinu^tion  or  aflertion,  tho'  notorjopily  falie^ 

was  very  likely  to  prevail,  as  it  aiStuaWy  did, 

on  all  popifti  fovereigns  who  believed  it,  to 

jpxerciff  ^eat  rigoi|r  againft  heretips. 


.  BuT'if  ti^feperfiiafiveivgiimcnit&bxdixit 
fdie  dcfireid  ki^Mnit :  xxpoa  iboid*  |xifisc8^ 
wfa^  pM&rred  the  di£btet.df  iiumskDhfy^ood 
polk^:  6r>  true  religion^  t»  die'OQiiiinail(kof 
the  pope  or  im  der§y»  theft:  liAfc  LAST 
HEASO^.of  the  chinth.  were  xnade  qfcfofi 
aaQwl^>  wdeS)  exratxliDuaicationMad  riDrese4 
Amg9  of:  danmatioa  aped  ieppfi&kiii  &  ^  aod :  kl^ 
4eitd  aQmil  depofitioos  were  freqiteivtly  the 
confequenoe of difbbsdkdxdo^ ..  ;  ..  • 
.  B?  jd^llfe,  and  fochr^ihc . jotiethods,  imh jr  of 
th«r(ifirrf¥hpi.Aiighlt^^  the  GDD&r^ 

vM406  9£^.poople'frlMxirclcS|^iive9;'aiidiiro«< 
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ihcfH^ija^  bccallie,'.as  fautfe  faecn  abeody^fold; 
tbrjoeds'mttheiwrfttbed  ^taacils'.of  ^Icv :  r^pa<4 
defti$,Naii4')DAQ)Qdhthir^  :  :;n;^. .'  o.n 

V  JktTtlto'  charchmeiii.'had'gamied  diiip  ecm^ 
fidcrable*  point  of  crigagmg.  the :'civil^  f»dgl^ 
fti^d&in  tiieir  meaiures^i  yot  fifiidrng^tHaC^flftf 
work.  ib£.  the  Lbrdj  Mitheyimipidb%  %ted 
perfecution,  went  onr  butifloipt^ly  ia  the  bandit 
of  laymen,  they  thirfted  after  an  independent 
"and  abfolute  power :  this  power,  which  en- 
abled them,  in  fo;  gre^t  a:  degree,  to  execute 
all  their  defigns,  was,  in  many  countries, 
unhappily  obtained.     .   ^ 

The  ufe  that  eccleiiadics  mapde  of  this 
fetal  gift,  this  PandoroT^  box,  was  to  fcattef 
plagMCS  amongft  mankind.    They  not  only 

X    4  t^X'aXVtvVL^^ 
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tyrannized  over  the  common  people,  and 
proceeded  to  the  gretteft  degrees  of  rage  and 
fiiry  againft  all  who  could  not  for  confeicnn 
fake  fubmit  to  their  i^perititious  iuul  abomi- 
nable inftitutions- :  but  turned  the  edge  of 
their  power  againft  thofe  yrho  were  fo  weak, 
impc^tic,  and  in&Huated,  as  to  beftow  it  upon 
them ;  cauiing  princes,  kings;. and  emperors 
to  bow  their .  necks  to  the  iacerdotal  yoke, 
and  fubmit  to  eccleiiaftical  j^ranny»  - 

.  Thus,  .  as  we  have  before  feen,  6xCt^  'who 
have  conftantly  been  the  principal  promoters 
and  inftraments  of  perfecutipn  anaong  cfari- 
ftians ;  iecondly,  what  dieir  pretended,  ^md, 
)vhat  their  real  motives  to  ad:  fo  barbarous  a 
I^t  ar^i  fo  we  how  fee  by  what  means  they 
are  beconie  fo  extremely  numerous,  and  have 
gained  fb  great  an  influence  and  afcendancy 
in  the  chriftian  world  i  and  laftly,  what  has 
mQfi  immediately  apd  eflfedually  enabled 
them  to  tyrannize  and  perfecute  in  ib rout t» 
rageoqs  a  manner  as  they  hayedpnc. 


SECTION     V. 

THE  caufes  of  perfecution  on  account 
of  religion  being  thus  evident,  the  re- 
medies are  obvious.  Happy  would  it  be,  if  they 
could  as  readily  be  applied  as  difcovcred ! 

Those 
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Those  remedies  which  fecm  moft  effec- 
tual,  and  naturally  to  prefent  themfelves,  arc, 
Firft,  to  bring  back  religion  to  its  ESSEN- 
TIALS; to  difcncumbcr  it  from  thofe  unne- 
ccffiury  appendages,  which  defigning  and  vile 
men,  to  fervc  their  own  wicked  purpofes, 
have  added  to  it.    Secondly,  which  will  be 
an  unavoidable  confequence  of  the  former, 
jto  reduce  the  number  of  ecclefiaftics  to  fuch 
only  as  arc  abfolutely  neceflary ;  all  of  whom 
to-be  comfortably  and  decently  maintained^ 
but  none  in  pompand  luxury,  which  not  only 
very  ill  become  their  profellion  and  employ- 
ment, but  are  attended  with  infinite  mifchicfs. 
Thirdly,  to  punift   as  criminals  (for  they 
certainly  are  fuch  in  a  high  degree)  all  per- 
fons,  who  by  preaching,  writing,  or  other- 
wife  (hall  endeavour  to  exafperatc  mdn  one 
agaipft  another  on  account  of  religious  opi* 
fliiona  which  do  not  tend  to  immorality,  or 
^^  difturb  the  good  order  and  peace  of  fo- 

,  ciety  ^    Fourthly  and  laftly,  which  would 

be 

^  Ij  IS  remarkable  that  Sir  Thomas.  More^  although  a 
firid:  and  zealous  Roman  Catholic,  has  declared,  that,  hj 
a  law  in  his  Utopia^  every  man  had  a  right  to  be  of  what 
'  religion  he  beft  approved ;  and  tho'  he  might  endeavour, 
by  arguments^  to  perfuade  others  to  embrace  it,  yet  no 
force  whatever  was  to  be  ufed  for  that  purpofc;  neither 
were  any  reproaches  or  violences  fufFered  between  per- 
(ptis  of  different  religions.  And  whoever  tranigrefled 
Ais  law  was  condemned  to  banifliment  or  flavcry*  L,  11^ 
JP/  r^lsgionibus  Uto^ienfium. 
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be  the  crown,  of  this  eocSt  defirable  aod^ntly 
glorious  work  of  preventing  pqdejctttion  on^ 
acQoant  ^  religion— To  trui|:clergyix)efi  vrilfa 
no  power  but  that.of  doing  oqoqj  :\  ; 
.  WifATBYEiSL  obJQtSkions  aiuclv  th^  g|r«^|fer 
part  of  a^t'  reverend  body  of  whopi.  we  ar* 
ipeaking  niay  make^  or  whatc^epge  £bever 
they  may  conceive  againit  regulations  fo  re^ 
ibnab^e  and  beneficial  in  .generalt-  and^parti** 
cularly  conducive,  to  fo  good  an  end  a^  thc^ 
certainly  are,  we  pci^y  be  well  2d9S(ixe4,  ^tii^ 
the  meek  and  humbk,  the  huo^ane  $^Hl.  djf^ 
ihtereiledy  the  hon^^ina  vrord^all  trbe  truljr 
religious,  and  finoerely  christian  ddvine^ 
will  readily  accjuiefce  vrith  (hem.  .As^ 
forely  the  oppo^pn  of.tbofe  whpv^o  ^ 
deferye  theCe  ^pitBets^.flxould  ii!fr,Y4^J&^ 
demoQ^rate  hQW .  neceiiary  (ucfalh.JRgSiMr 
tions  arc,  ...• ,    .  ,:  :i 

Besidss^  there  feemfi  to  jbe  a  Vf^^^l^fVtj^ 
and  indeed  unanfwerablre  reafoiib  npi^^fci^oii 
dilated  by  experience^  in  favour  IcipeciilUiji 
of,  the  laft  remedy  propofcd. — Has  it  ever 
been  known,  that  one  focicty  of  «(Hi!fefiaftics 
had  power  to  do  mifchicf,  and  did  if  not  f 

The  Englijh  proteftant clergy arecertainly 
fome  of  the  mod  pious,  learned»  virtuouSy 
and  feniible  church-men  in  the  world.  Tfaet 
works  of  nbmbcrs  of  them  have  done  great 
honour  and  fervice  to  religion^  to  virtue^  and 


tpknrning,!  «Mt  what  is  ilUl  9.  greater  <;p{n« 
nMnd^Oi^  mmf  of^thck  ilim  a9d.sx9n^q[ 
h%ve  *dwnfd  load  iaibrcedthtjio^lti^  t^f. 
We  tftagjbti  B».t.W)|y?ithftaMkig;tb5a^ 
i^iraUe  awcxnplilhmeau  at)4  CKcmpl^y  be* 
faaviour  o£  ^bun^aBce  o(  ^tm^  yet  when^ 
crv«t>  4S  ^  body  of  men,  tbey  b^ve  l)ecn  (jrafted 
^wtk  the  ex«rci£b  of  power^  hav«  they  ooty 
li^e  all  othfit  ttdofiaftkjE^ .  cooftaatly  made 
an  iUuicoEitJ 

;*  For  anfwet ita  this  queftioni .  one  %t«ij^ 
iffsatwe  tor  appeal  tfi  every  goc^^wifi^^-tarni 
pxuxteiate  man  aoxiogft  :themie>v«&    i;^ -•  ? 

f . WtBK dnr.ckrgy; iaflcaiJbted'ii^C'  m  r/ty 
Inve  be»SpfJrnai)Xed  tperyogr.theffi.ipp^Qril 
Md  a&  tollhe  e^teot  of  it^  hiayi&  th^  ik» 

^iiiag.Joefta  ^ticitlariy  iiyii^^of  t^ej^ 
hriMhr^Oj.  nrbo  have  Is^en  n^Q^'oniMn 
p««y^  Ie«amg>  mOraUtyv/  ood^saodtfr^iloirir 
U  haa .  Midtied  beea  :^||ie£^  povhript 

m^e  tha?;  ibfpe^iied;  <hat  ihia  M>ilif^)AkHte(t 
cau^eUenft 'qvatity  in  the.  :ibjfercps^' hath  bted 
idM  fMrtndpali'caufi:  of  their  being  thuaHtr 

StoC£  thcsi.fuch  a  body  of  clergymen^  as' 
ibofe  above-^mentioned  have  converted  power 
tx>  &}  }>ad.  X  \i&y  doth^it  net  plainly .  appear,; 
(hat  powder  was  not  made  for  pricfts? 

On 
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'  On  this  fulled  of  preventing  perfecution, 
I  (hall  only  add«  that  if  thofe  who  are  ieC 
apart  to  in(lni€t  others^  inftead  of  enterbun- 
ing  them  with  what  neither  teachers  nor 
hearers  onderftand,  and  (what  is  fttll  worfe) 
ftirring  up  the  latter  to  diflike  and  hate  one 
another  for  difference  in  opinions,  would 
preach  the  true  gofpei  of  Jefus  Cbriji^  which 
is  "  peace  on  earth,  and  good-will  to  men;" 
and  alfo  enforce  this  excellent  dodrine  by 
their  own  examples,  and  recommend  all 
other  virtues  by  the  fame  means,  we  Ihould 
undoubtedly  foon  experience  a  great  altera* 
tion  in  the  world.  It  could  then  be  no 
longer  juftly  faid,  <^  that  the  leaders  of  the 
^*  people  caufe  them  to  err/'  Neither  is  it 
probable  we  (hould  then-iee  any  mpre  tieadies 
pobKflied  ^*  of  the  caufes  of  the  contempt 
•*of  the  clergy:**  on  the  contrary,  they 
would  be  treated  with  that  refped  and  re* 
verence,  which  are  due  to  public  benefa&CMrs* 
Indeed  it  behoves  us  all  to  confider,  that  the 
beft  and  moft  folid  title  to  efteem  and  refped 
from  mankind,  is  the  doing  them  real  and 
fubflantial  fervice.  And  what  fervice  can 
be  more  real  and  fubftantial,  than  perfuading 
men  to  lay  afide  malice  and  envy,  hatred  and 
perfecution,  and  to  be  peaceable,  gentle,  and 

loving  to  one  another  ? 
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Everlafting   Puniftimerits. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

BEING  fully  perfuadcd  that  the  horribte 
opinions  commonly  taught  and  enter- 
tained concerning  God,  efpecially  his  punifh- 
ing  the  works  of  his  own  hands  with  ever- 
lasting TORMENTS,  are  as  falfe  and  perni- 
cious as  {hocking  and  dreadful,  I  ihall  with- 
out any  fcruple  endeavour  to  fhew  the  falfity 
of  them  ;  and  ftill  the  more  readily,  as  I  cam 
with  the  utmoft  fincerity  declare,  that  in  this 
attempt  nothing  can  be  farther  from  my  in- 
tention than  to  encourage  licentioufnefs  or 
wickednefs ;  my  views  being  only  to  recom- 
mend and  promote  more  rational  and  amiable 
ideas  of  the  Deity  than  men  too  generally  en- 
tertain, and  to  remove  thofe  unreafonable,  and 


% 

•  therefore^  we  may  well  hope,    groandkft 
rfraiTj  which  gieally  imbitlci  thcii'  lives. 

It  appears  to  me,  that  he  who  firmly  be-^ 
lieve^  thefe  opini9ns  are  untrue,  and  never-' 
the}d&  fiands  bj^.  unconcernctllly  Ad  iSMs  his 
fellow-creatures  deceived  and  terrified,  and 
hears  his  Creator  libelled  and  blafphemed  by 
the  doiftrine  of  eternal  punishments, 
hath  as  little  concern  for  the  honour  of  -God 
as  for  the  peace  df  mankind. 

That  fuch  puni(hments  could  anfwer  no 
latutary  purpofe,  and  would  be  abfolutefy 
incompatible  with  wifdom  and  goodnefs, 
hath,  it  is  prefumed,  been  already  niade  ap-< 
pear  K;  and  if  fo,  then^we  nuiry  $£Edfc/em^ 
felves  they  will  not  be  infl^fted  ^  and  £c>^c 
perfons  may  think  nothing  more  needheiaid 
on  the  fubjed :  but  as  this  is  a  matter  of 
great  concernment  to  mankind,  and  much 
!zeal  hath  been  exerted,  and  many  arguments 
made  ufe  of,  to  evince  the  reality  of  thefe 
punifhments,  I  fhairhere  mention  feveral  of 
the  moft  confidcrable,  and  hope  to  {hew, 
that  tliey  neither  do,  nor  poflibly  can  prove 
the  point  afTerted.  Indeed  the  doftrine  it- 
felf  is  fo  unlikely  to  be  true,  and  every  argu- 
ment pretended  to  be  drawn  from  reafon  in 
/avour  of  it  fo  extremely  weak,  (and  what  is 
ilill  beyond  all  the  reft)  it  fo  direiftiy  contra- 
.    ..      ,  dids 

'  In  the  Eflay  gf  RtU^vou^  CtuAvj* 


dids  the  t:ss£NriA2.  attributes  df  the 
Divine'Naliire,  that  wtire  it  not  to  '<  Thidi- 
**  catc  t&c  i^ys  of  God  to  man/'  and  fet 
mens  minds  at  eaie  from  fuch  terrible  appre^ 
heniions,  *one  might  be  Shamed  to  bieftovr 
anjr  pains  in  difproving  it. 


m^^mmimimmmmm^mlmmm^^mmmtmmmmmmmmmtmmmmm^i^f> 


S  E  C  T  I  O  N    L 

THIS  opinion  that  our  Creator  condemns 
muhitudes  of  his  creatures  to  eternal 
mifery,  jbath  been  invented  or  propagated  h/ 
different  perfons  for  different  purpoies«  Some 
have  pretended,  that  he  puni(hes  men  in  thk 
manner  for  not  believing  the  unintelligible 
and  irratiopal  creeds^  and  not  pradifing  the 
iniignificant,  ridiculous,  and  many  times  abo*- 
minable  cerenK)nies.  v^hich  knaves  have  in- 
vented  to  cheat  fools.  Others  have  fuppofed^ 
that  the  belief  of  finners  and  unbelievers 
being  puniftied  everlaftingly  was  the  moil 
cffedlual  means  to  deter  men  from  being 
wicked,  and  have  therefore  inculcated  this 
bad  opinion  vrith  a  good  defign. 

•    SoMfi  of  the  principal  arguments  ufually 
urged  in  fupport  of  this  do^ine  are,       .      ^ 

First,   "  That  becaufe  £n  is  infimte  m 
^*  refpeft  of  the  objcd  againft  whom  it  is 

5  ^^  CQtwa&x^2i,fc 
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"  committed^  which  is  God,  therefore  ft 
.**  deferves  an  infinite  punifliment  V*  And 
that  the  fupreme  Being  having  eftablifhed 
certain  laws  and  ordinances  for  men  to  keep 
and  perform,  a&d  Dfiade  known  certain  fa&s 
and  dodrines  which  he  hath  commanded 
them  to  believe,  the  juftice  and  glory  otOoA 
.  require  he  (hould  punifli  thofe  who  a£t  con-* 
trary  to  thefe  laws  and  ordinances,  or  do  not 
believe  thefe  fads  and  dodtrines,  that  is  to 
i2.^^  finners  and  unbelievers,  with  eternal 
mifery ;  and  more  efpecially  as  to  the  keep-^ 
ing  and  performing  the  former,  and  faith  in 
the  latter,  he  hath  annexed  eternal  happi-^ 
neis,  which,  as  well  as  eternaHniifery,  being 
fet  before  men,  who  are  at  liberty  to  chufe, 
they  have  therefore  nothing  to  complain  of. 

Secondly,  In  confirmation  of  this  doc-" 
trine  it  is  faid,  that  very  great  men,  divines 
efpecially,  have  believed  and  taught  it. 

Thirdly,  That  the  fcriptures  plainly  de- 
nounce thefe  punifhments. 

Fourthly, 

*  An  opinion  (bmewhat  of  this  nature  prevails  m  the 
empire  of  ^'tf^tfw.  Almoft  all  crimes  are  there  punilhei 
with  death :  the  reafon  affignM  for  fuch  an  unjuft  and 
cruel  procedure  is,  that  difobedience  to  to  great  an  em- 
peror as  him  of  Japan  h  an  enormous  crime.  The  de- 
Cgn,  fays  my  author,  is  not  to  reclaim  ofFendere,  but  to 
revenge  the  prince.    Di  VBJprit  des  Loix^  torn.  I.   1,  vk 
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.  TouATMLY,  That  the  belief  of  God's  pu- 
nishing iinners:  and  unbelievers  in  this  manner 
is,  as  above-^mentioned,  abfoliitely  neceflaiy 
to  deter  inen  from  being- wicked^  and  is  part 
of  thcf  foundation  of  religion.  ,       t 

The*  fiirft  part  of  the  argiiment^  refpeding* 
fin  being  infinite  and  deferving  infinite  pu-. 
nifhmenjt;  having  been  mentioned  by  afch* 
bifhop  Tillotfon^  and  efFcdually  confuted  by- 
him,  I  fhall  tranfcribe  the  fubftance  of  his' 
anfwer  to  it.     "  If  this  he  true/'  faith  he/ 
"  then  all  fins  muft  neceflfarily  be  equal  3  for 
^^  the  demerit  of  no  fin  can  be  more  than  in- 
"  finite,  *  *  *  *  and  then  there  can  be  no- 
**  degrees  of  puniftiment ;  which  is  contrary 
"  to  fcfipture  and  reafon  */'     I  fh^li   only* 
add,:  that' were  this  dodrine  true,   the  rdt- 
bing  of  an  orchard  would  be  as  great  a  crime 
as  murder,  and  deferve  equal  punifhment; 
which  being  contrary  to  the  nature  of  things, , 
and  the  proportion  that  puniftiments  fhould 
always  bear  to  crimes,  furely  no  reafonable 
man  can  believe  or  will  aflert  \ 

Y  In 

^  Sermon  35,  vol.  I. 

^  The  opinion  that  all  fins  or  crimes  muft  neceflarily 
beC.equal,  tho'  fo  abfurd,  was  held  by  the  Stoics,  CicerQj 
in  his  fourth  book  de  finitfUSj  introduces  Zeno  ftying, 
—  omnia  peccata  parioy  —  all  crimes  are  alifce :  but 
Cicero  condemns  this  do£lrine,  and  fo  does  Horace^ 
who  fays,  - 
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l»  order  to  fomoi  a  right  judgmeiit  of  ihc 
other  part  of  this  argmhciit,«*-«that  the  ja(tiee 
ami  glory  ctf  God  require  he  fboald  punifls 
finners  and  unbelievers  with  eternal  mfery^ 
many  particulars  might  be  confidered  >  but 
to  avoid  prolixity  only  a  few  will  be  here 
mentionedL 

It  fhottld  be  remembered  who'  created* 
man,  and  that  if  he  is  induced  to  fin  by  his 
own  inclinations  and  paflions^  who  implanted 
thefe  in  his  nature,  and  who  hath  given  him 
fb  fmall  a  portion  of  reafon  and  reiblution,  as 
is  ieldom,  if  ever,  fuffident  entirely  to  reftrain 
and  govern  them :  and  if  for  this  pnrpoft,  or' 
to  obtain  faith,  any  fupernatural  a^fbnce  be* 
neceflary,.  who  alone  is  able  to  a^d  it|  and' 
if  it  be  not  afforded,  who  hath  withheld  it : 
but  if  notan  is  tempted  to  fin^  or  to  infidelity^ 
by  any  other  being  of  fuperior  cunning, 
power,  and  abilities,  it  well  de&rves  inquiry, 
why  (his  being  is  not  retrained  from  efieA- 
i^g  his  vile  and  moft  audacious  purpofes  of 

rendering 

^eh  porta  ejfc  fere  placuk  peccata^  laboranty 
Cum  ventum  adverum  ejl :  fen/us  morefqui  repkgnantf 
.   jltqsu  ipfa  uUlitas^  ju/ii  prope  maUr  isf  aqtd. 

Lib.  I.  Sat3« 
Thus  EngUJbtd  by  Mr.  Frduds ; 

lyha  hold  aU  crimn  aHiij  are  deep  dijirefl^ 
.  When  wt  opptMl  ta.trutti's  impartial  t^. 
Senfe^  cuftom^  foetal  good >i  from  whence,  arife  . 
j/O.  forms  of  right  anivarfmi^^  the  fa^  denies 


•itnderfng  men  fof  cvtr  miferable,  ind  there- 
*l>y  dllJippointiDg  the  Almighty's  dcfign  6f 
•Ihlkifig  his  creatures  for  ever  h^ppy. 

BfesiibttSi  as  the  terms  of  falVatioA  are  com-* 
•ttt^nly  deftiribed,:  there  appears  fo  manifeft  a 
dkpropbrtictfi  between  a  likelihood  of  gaining 
eternal  happineft,  and  the  danger  of  fuffcring 
€temftl  mifery^  that  probably  not  one  in  many 
•thoiifehds  fiftce  the  Creation  of  the  world  hath 
obtained  the  fortatef,  ahd  confequently  all  the 
teft  of  itoankind  bate  been  condemned  to  the 
latt^;  Would  any  nian  voluntarily  accept 
Yttth  a  chance  fot  eternal  happmcfs,  with  fuch 
prodigious  odd^  for  eternal  mifery  againft 
him  ?  How  then  can  it  be  juft  to  place  men 
in  foch  c!i*cumftahcc8  ?  Or,  if  this  were  the 
^fc,  with  what  truth  or  propriety  could  it 
4:)6'(kid|  thit  happinefs  and  mifery  are  fct  be-, 
fore  them,  and  they  at  liberty  to  chufe? 

If'  the  generality  oh  men  were  to  be  thus 
unhappy,  an  omnifcient; Being  muft  have 
known  it.  May  we  not  be  permitted  to 
^---•Why  then  did  he  create  them?  Surely 
not  from  necefiity  j  for  if  fo,  then  God  him- 
ftlf  could  not  be  a  free  agent.  Many  of  the 
heathens  thought,  that  even  their  fupremc 
deity  yupiter  was  ovcr^rultfd  by  Fate  or 
Xteftiny  ;  but  no  chriftian  will  fay  this  of  thfc 
true  God.  Since  then  there  was  no  necelSty 
for  man  to  be  created,  would  it  not  hav« 

Y  2  \sewx 
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been  infinitely  better  he  had  never  exifled, 
than  that  fuch  multitudes  (hould  be  for  ever 
miferable  ?  Indeed,  were  this  the  wretched 
condition  of  men,  the  propagation  of  man- 
kind would  be  a  moil  deplorable  evil,  and 
nothing  could  be  more  defirable  than  the 
ipeedy  extin<^ion  of  the  fpecies. 

These  particulars  will  be  left  to  the  reader's 
confideration,  which  they  feem  well  to  merit; 
and  I  (hall  proceed  further  to  obferve. 

That  if  all  men  are  liable  to  be  eternally 
puniihed,  but  may  neverthelefs,  by  certain 
means,  obtain  eternal  happinefs,  then  un- 
doubtedly God  would  give  to  all  men  a 
clear,  diftindt,  and  certain  knowledge. 

First,  What  faults,  failures,  or  fins  they 
are  thus  to  be  punifhed  for,  and  by  what 
means  they  may  avoid  everlafting  mifery  and 
gain  everlafting  felicity.     And, 

Secondly,  If  the  juftice  and  glory  of  God 
require,  that  he  (hould  punifh  finners  and 
unbelievers  with  everlafting  torments,  then 
undoubtedly  both  juftice  and  reafon  require 
alfo,  that  it  (hould  be  in  the  power  of  the 
former  not  to  fin,  and  of  the  latter  to  believe 
aright. 

Certainly,  if  the  juftice  and  glory  of 
God  require,  that  he  (hould  punifti  finners 
and  unbelievers  with  eternal  mifery,  he 
would  as  a  righteous  judge  and  lawgiver 

afford 
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afford  them  this  knowledge  and  this  power;' 
For  ^^  (ball  not  the  judge  of  aH  the  cfarth  do ' 
«  right  ?"  Moft  afluredly  he  will. 

BiJT,  &tfty  that  God  hath  not  given  this 
knowledge  to  all  men,  is  evident :  if  he  haid, ' 
they: would    agree  concerning  the  fevekP 
points  above-^ mentioned ;  whereas  there  are 
hardly  arty  they  differ  more  upon« 

Some  people  believe  thofe  things  to  be 
deadly  fins,  which  others  regard  as  mere 
trifles;  and  many  lay  the  greateft  flrefs  on 
certain  means  offalvation,  which  6thers  efteem 
as  no  better  than  infignificant,  ridiculous,  and 
even  wfcked  and  abominable  pradlices. 

The  great  number  of  different  and  con- 
tradiiSory  opinions  on  thefe  fubjedts,  enter- 
tained and  violently  contended  for  by  the* 
various  profeffors  of  religion,  are  too  well 
known  to  need  being  much  infifted  on,  and 
would  lead  us  into  too  wide  a  field.  A  few 
only  therefore  (liall  here  be  taken  notice  of. 
And  firfti 

Of  fins  for  which  fome  men  imagine  they 
are  liable  to  eternal  puniihmcnts. 

LES  Tartares^^'Gengifkan,  cbez  lefqueh 
c'etoit  un  peche^  et  mime  un  crime  capital^  &c. 

Among  the  Tartars  of  Gengijkan  it  is  a  fin, 

and  even  a  capital  crime,  to  put  a  knife  in 
"  the  fire,  to  lean  againft  a  whip,  to  ftrike 
^^  a  horfe  with  its  bridle,  to  break  one  bone 

y  3  ^'  witu 
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"  wjth^nprtier  J  tbo'  they  do  not  tWnli  it  | 
"  fia  to  break  their  word,  to  inj»rB  a  perfon, 
^'  to  rob  or  murder  him '." 
.  «THf!  pcQpk  of  lihrfJtQjk  Aippp%  that 

« tjbqrie  is  »  kind  of  heli,  but  it  b  to;  ptuitili' 
'':  thoie  who  at  pertain  r«af<>ns  h^Vfl  not  g^oo 
^^  mk^d ;  wbQ  have  dre^ed  in  calUcoflv  ^od 
*^  not  in  filk'j  who  have  preftimed  to.fwch 

^^foroyftefSf  or  who  bav4  yndcrtakpn  »Dy 
^^  bivfinefs  without  ponfulring  th^  j^ng  oft 
^'  birds :  wbilil  drunkennf  fs  and  d^uf  hfiry 
^^  are  )(ipt  regarded  as  Qriqioff  /  TW  beH4¥fi 
Meven  thatth^  debauches  of  tbfir  phildrfQ 
f*  are  agrcpable  to  their  gods"."  4nd  fq 
greaX^  fo  wife  and  learned  a  man  gs  Sir  TkfVaf 
M^re  firiply  believed,  and  laid  down  ht8  Rfc 
a&  a  teilimony  of  it,  that  hi$  eternal  fs}vgtioi^- 
was  concerned  in  acknowledging  x\o  otbtr 
l^d  oi  the  church  than  the  pope. 

Secondly,  Of  the  means  of  avoiding  thofo 
puniihments  and  obtaining  eternal  bliis* 

^*  In  India  the  people  believe,  that  thc^ 
*^  waters  of  the  Ganges  have  a  faniStifying 
*^  virtue.  Thofe  who  dv^  on  its  banks  arc 
"  imagined  to  be  exempted  from  future  tor- 
*'  ments,  and  intitled  to  dwell  in  a  delight- 

*^ftil 

^  Relation  de  frere  Jean  Duplan  Carpin,  envoyi  e^ 
Tartaric  par  U  pape  Innocent  IV,  Fan  1246.  D^ 
VEfprit  des  Loix^  t.  11.  1.  xxiv.  ch.  xiv.  p.  8 1 . 

™  Recueil  des  voyages  qui  ont  fervi  a  retablijfement  de 
k  Compa^nicJcslndesy  torn.  V.  par.  i.  p.  192.  Bid. 
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^^  fill  fegion.  Urns  filled  with  the  a(hcs  vf 
^  the  dead  are  frequently  fent  fropMhe  moft 
^*  remote  places  to  be  thrown  into  this  river* 
•^  What  then  does  k  avail,  whether  thcfc 
**  people  have  lived  virtuoufly  or  not,  fa 
^  that  when  dead  their  remains  are  cad  into 
^  the  Ganges'"?'' 

It  would  be  endlefs  even  barely  to  mtn^ 
^on  the  variety  of  opinions  that  prevail  dmong 
Pagans,  y^ws,  and  Mobammedtms^  concerning 
the  mesins  of  avoiding  everla^ng  puniih>^ 
ments  and  4>bt!aining  eternal  blif^,  suid  of  the 
many  ridiculous  and  even  wicked  inventions 
they  have  fought  out  for  thofe  pdrpofes. 
And  though  all  the  difierent  churehes  and 
kG»  of  chriftians  lay  daim  to,  and  pretend 
to  be  guided  by  one  and  the  fame  rule,  which 
they  fay-  is  infallible,  yet  "nothing  can  \yc  more 
various  and  contradiQory  than  thdr  belief 
and  praAices  on  theic  fubjefts.    ^ 

As  means  to  efcape  cvcrlafting  ptmifh- 
.  ments,  and  obtain  eternal  happinefs,  fome 
prefcribe  holy  oil  and  holy  water  to  be  ap* 
plied  oatwardly,  and  holy  bread  and  holy 
wine,  tranfabftantiated  into  the  flefli  and 
blood  oiChrifi,  to  be  taken  inwardly;  with  a 
multitude  of  ether  contrivances,  fcveral  of 
which  have  been  already  mentioned,  equally 
rational  and  efficacious,  and  which  others. 

Y  4  eftecm 

^  l^ittres  idi/i4i?JUs,  quinzUme  recuiU,  IbiiL  9,  8z* 
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efteem  fuperilitiojas,  and  vain,  ^nd  ciMldiih. 
Many  place  their  hopes  of  felvjation  entirely 
in  faith  and  bapti&i^  and  i|i  (he  merits, 
death,  and  fufferings  of  Chriji  j  fpqoe  in .  the 
performance  of  moral  duties,  r—  in  good 
works,  which  others  make  little  or,  no  ac-. 
count  of,  efleeming  all  man's  righteouihefs 
as  filthy  rags.  ;  . 

A  VERY  famous  French  apthor  and  divine 
^ath,  i(i  a  celebrated  performance/  dqfc^bed 
a,  man  thus  pleading  for  himfelf  in  tih^  otbcx 
wprid  :.  Je  n' at  jamais,  fait  aucun  mah .  Jlai 
mis  tout  mon  plaiSr  a  faire  du  iiefii  i*ai  M 
magr^fiquey  liberal^  JHfte^  fompatiffant :  qui 
peut'On ;  done  me  reprocker  *^  ^  f .  f .  /  M )  nevec 
^^  did  ,?^y.  !?y^l^  I-  placed  aU  my  happfeefs^ia. 
"  doing  good  5  I  was  gencirous,  liberal,  juij^ 
^^  and  companionate,:  wh^t  theix.can  any.. 
*'  one  laytp  my  charge  ?"  ^W  this  y/as.?.lT 
lowed  him,  and  alfo  that  in  his  life  ''  th<f 
"teftimony  of  his  confcience  had  been  fa- 
**  yourable  to  him/*  Now  furely  one  yvoxild^ 
think  this  perfon  vvas  much  too  good  for 
hell,  and  might  have  been  placed  in  a  flate 
of  happincfs,— No  fuch  matter. — Our  author 
hath  condemned  him  to  endlefs  mifery. 

Such  were  the  fentiments  of  a  Roman 
Catholic  prelate.  Let  us  now  hear  the  opinion 

oi 

•  l^is  Aventures  de  Tclfmaquey  1.  18,   p.  I3i>  4tO.   a 

Paris. 
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of  a  cbriftian  and  -protefbnt  pried  p,  who, 
^j$  Dr«  Middkton^  ^'  appears  to  be  a  man  of 
^^  kni^  ^nd  learning,  wariply  perfuaded  of 
^f  the  truth  and  importance  of  what  he  de- 
*^  livers,  and  delivering  it  with  much  piety 
"  and  gravity.".  Let  us,  I  fay,  hear  the  opi- 
nion of  this  pried,  ii?  a  treatife  on  ^^  the 
^>  complete  duty  of  a  chriflian,  in  relation  to 
"  faith».  praiftice,  wor/hip,  and  ittuals,  &r.'' 
t^e  eqid  of  all  which  muft  b?  to  avoid  ever-- 
lifting  mif<^ry  ^^^  obtain  everlafting  blifs;' 
T'his  author's  fcheme  of  religion  in  general; 
and  his  definition  of  tbe  church,  but  of  wfaofe 
cpq^munion,  he  fays,;  "  falvation  is  not  or- 
V4inarily  to  J>e  ha4j"  we  (hall  pafs  over, 
tho'  well  worthy  the  reader's  pcrufalj  and 
Mention  only  fomc  of'  thofe  duties  he  prin-' 
cipally  recommends,  his  account  of  them, 
and  how  they  are  to  be  praiftifed. 

Jn  the  offipe  pf  baptifm,  he  prefcribes,  as 
aeceflary  to  the  due  adminidration  of  it, 
that  "  the  perfon  to  be  baptized  muft,  in  the 
"  4rft  place,  be  exorcifed  by  the  prieft,  by 
"  blowing  thrice  upon  his  face,  figning  him' 
*.'  with  the  fign  pf  the  crofs,  and  pronoun- 
^^  cing  a  certain  form  of  authoritative  words, 
"  commanding  the  devil  to  depart  out  of 
•5  hipi-  He  is  next  to  make  a  folemn  re- 
**  nunciation  of  the  devil,  and  a  vow  of  per- = 

^"  petual 

P  Pr.  Thomas  Deaan. 
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''  pctual  obedience  to  Cbrift:  in  whkh  re* 
^'  nunci^tkm  he  muft  turn  hk  &ce-  to  tbe 
*'  weft»  as  being  oppofite  to  the  region  of 
^>  lights  and  reprefenting  the  prince  of  dark*^ 
^  neis,  whom  he  renounces :  bot  in  making 
^^  his  VQW  to  Cbrijl  he  muft  turn  agun  to  the 
^^  eaft>  where  Paradifi  was  planted,  'which 
^<  is  now  again  laid  open  to  him.  Then  he 
^  muft  he  anointed  on  the  head  and  ftiookiers 
^  with  holy  oil^  confecrated  for  that  porpofe 
^<  by  the  biftiop,  to  enable  him  to  wrtftle^ 
^^  the  more  fuccefsfully  with  the  devil :  then 
^'  he  is  to  be  plunged  three  times  under 
*^  water,  once  at  the  napie  of  each  perfon  of 
^^  the  bleffcd  Trinity,  to  reprcfcnt  the  fiiith 
*^  into  which  he  is  to  be  baptized,  and  alio 
<*  the  three  days  burial  of  Cbrijl^  and  his  re- 
^^  furredtion  on  the  third  dgy.   After  this  he 
*'  muft  be  anointed  again  with  holy  chrifra, 
*'  or  a  compound  of  oil  and  balm,  confecrated 
**  by  the  bifhop;  and  is  to  be  cloathed  with 
♦•  a  white  garment,  the  emblem  of  that  pu- 
**  rity  to  which  he  has  devoted  his  life:  then 
•*  he  receives  the  kifs  of  peace,  in  token  of 
"his  incorporation  into  the  church:    and 
f*  lartly,  is  made  to  taftc  of  confecrated  milk 
**  and  honey,  to  denote  his  fpiritual  infency, 
^*  and  his  entrance  into  the  land  of  reft,  of 
••  which  Canaan^  the  land  of  promife,  flow- 
•*  ing  with  milk  and  honey,  was  a  type." 

As 


As  to  thi9  ouch^riil,  he  i^rms  it  tobegt 
f^l  aod  proper  faicrifice ;  and  calls  &prifice  in 

>*  hqM)iH;4bl!&  i^rvice  that  we  cgn  pay  to  <5(xi  j 
•^^  and  thfi  particular  i^crifipe  of  the  cuchariil:, 
f\thp  QfiQft  excelknt  worship  which  Qod 
**  ever  prefpribedxto  man  j  which  by  its  pur- 
^^  gativc  ^d  expiatory  njiture  pfpctires  a  ge? 
^*  neral  renjiflioq  of  fin  for  the  whole  chuicb, 
'^  and  atones  liiewife  for  the  wUful  tranf<« 
^^gwfllQne  of  pirtilcular  finners/^  Jn  or4«r- 
to  give  a  t^uje  And  ^11  notion^  as  this  author 
calls  it,  of  the  euphariO:^  he  ensploys^  as  Dr/ 
Middleton  informs  us,  an  hundred  and  fifty 
pages,  or  about  eighty  entire  chapters  of  bid  • 
catechifoi.  Befides  recoipmending  the  keep-*  ^ 
^ng  of  feaO:s  and  fails }  the, latter,  <'  to  punil}^  • 
**  ourfelves  for  our  fins,  by  fu Bering  hunger 
f^  and  thirft,  depriving  ourfelves'of  our  plea? 
fures,  and  even  of  a  part  of  our  necefiary 
npuriftuneni;;"  befides  recomniending  thefe 
and  many  other  fuchrlike  duties>  he  fK-efcribe^ 
praying  morning  and  night,  and  alfo  every 
third  hour  of  the  day  j  and  to  fome  to  ex- 
tend their  devotions  to  every  third  hour  of 
the  night.  But  to  chriftians  much  engaged 
\n  bufincfs,  he  propofes  they  fliould  make 
the  fign  of  the  crofs,  and  iife  this  form  of 
words—-"  In  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of 
^*  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Qhoft,  Amenj 


cc 
cc 


338   O/'everlasting  Punishments; 

'*  as  the  Arongeft  and  moft  fignificant  of 
^*  all  prayers ;  becauie  we  confcfs  by  it  the  ■ 
"  myftcry  of  the  Trinity,  and  by  the  motion  . 
*^  of  our  h^ndsexprefs  the  figure  of  the  crofs, 
**  or  the  myftcry  of  our  redemption,  with 
*^  that  alfo  of  the  incarnation,  on  which  it 
*^  depends." 

He  likewife  advifcs  "  to  pray  Handing  on 
"  all  Sundays,  and  on  every  day,  between 
^*  Eafier  and  Whitfunday^  out  of  rcfpedt  and 
^'  remembrance  of  our  Lord's  rcfurre<Mon/* 
And  adds, — "  The  poftiire  of  kneeling  is 
"  adapted  only  to  bccafions  of  humiliation 
"  and  penitential  devotion;  but  that  of  ftand-  • 
**  ing  is  a  beautiful  fymbolic  reprefentation  of 
•*  our  Lord's  rcfurreftion,  proper  to  raife  our 
^*  thoughts  from  the  earth,  and  to  unite  them 

more  clofely  with  God  and  the  things 

above:  and  no  ceremony- of  the  church  cap' 
"  be  more  efficacious  for  the  purpofe  of  ele* 
*'  vating  the  mind,  and  inflaming  the  afFec- 
"  tions,  and  ftirring  up  the  faculties  of  th^ 
"foulV 

Such  are  fome  mens  fentiments,  and  thfls 
do  they  differ  concerning  the  fins  for  which, 
according   to  their  apprehenfions,  everlaft-' 
ing  punifliments  are   to  be  inflided,   and 

the 

^  Dr.  M'iddleton\  works,  4to   cd.    Vol.   I.   p.   195, 
396,  199/  200^  203. 
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the  tneans  whereby  eternal  mifery  may  be 
avoided,  and  eternal  happinefs  obtained. 

Bv  the  different  opinions  entertained  on 
thefe  fubjeds,  and  the  toanifeft  abfurdity  of 
many  of  them,  it  is  apparent  they  were  not 
revealed  by  the  wifdom  of  God,  but  imagined 
by  the  folly,  or  contrived  by  the  knavery  of 
men. 

So  far  indeed  are  all  men  from  knowing 
clearly,  diftindly,  and  particularly,  for  what 
faults,  failures,  or  fins  they  are  liable  to  b« 
eternally  punifhed,  that  they  have  not  fo 
much  as  a  knowledge  in  general  that  they 
fhall,  on  any  account,  be  fubjedted  thus  to 
fuffer :  nay,  I  fee  not  how  any  one  perfon,  if 
immediate  divine  revelation  is  ceafed,  can 
have  this  knowledge.  Obferve,  it  is  not 
opinion,  or  fancy,  or  fear,  or  what  is  com- 
monly called  belief,  in  which  men  are  often 
miftaken,  founded  perhaps  on  fome  of  thefe, 
or  on  what  they  are  told  by  thofe  who  know 
no  more  than  themfelves,  that  is  here  fpoken 
of,  but  CERTAIN  KNOWLEDGE :  fuch 
knowledge  at  leafl,  as  every  perfon,  under  a 
well-regulated  government,  mufl  or  may 
have,  that  delinquents  are  to  be  punifhed. 

Undoubtedly  it  will  be  faid,  the  icrip- 
tures  inform  us,  that  finners  and  unbelievers 
are  thus  to  fuffer.  Whether  they  do  or  not. 
Is  a  point  much  difputed.     But  at  prefent 

3  fuppofing 
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Itippofing  they  do  give  fuch  informatibfif,^ 
this  can  be  only  to  pcrfbns  who  arc  acquainted 
ivith  thcnt,  and  believe  their  report.'  Pray, 
%hat  evidence  that  finners  and  tmbelieirers 
itt  in  this  manner  to  be  panilhed,  have  thdfe 
^ho  know  nothing  of  the  fcriptures,  or  give 
ik)  credit  to  them?  And  arc  not  nftch^  thci^ 
entirely  ignorant  of  thefe  writings,  or  whb 
tiave  no  feith  in  tbeni,  as  liable  to  be  fo  pa- 
ftifhed  as  thofe  who  have  this  knowledge  and 
this  faith  ?  Surely  no  one  will  fey  they  arc 
ttot  I  for  were  that  the  cafe,  then  a  know^ 
ledge  of,  and  faith  in  the  fcripturesy  wottM 
be  one  of  the  greateft  misfortunes  that  CMild 
poffibly  befal  thofe  who  are  acquainted  with 
«nd  believe  hi  them. 

We  may  here  be  fold,  that  ptfopte  ttii 
ivhora  the  fcripturcs  were  unknown,  have 
believed  future  and  everlafting  punifhnwncs.' 

Of  feme  this  may  be  true  ;  of  multitudes 
k  is  not  true.  But  how  came  any,  iinac-^ 
qriainted  with  the  bible,  by  this  belief?  Not 
from  innate  knowledge  j  for  then  it  wouM 
have  been  an  abfolute  certainty,  and  common 
to  all  men.  Reafon  did  not  teach  it  them  s 
REASON  could  never  teach,  that  rtiett 
•fbould  fuffer  infinite  puniihmentii  for  faults 
'«»mmitted  in  a  finite  ftate.  They  vfcre  not 
■f^ght  it  by  outward  divine  revelation  j  for 
^ther«.hath  been  noAc  but  our  fcriptures^ 

nor 


nor  by  inward  divine  revelation ;  for,  we 
hy,  they  were  not  favoured  with  it.  Indeed^ 
had  this  &tth  been  fo  made  known  to  them^ 
they^  who  were  ignorant  of  the  bible,  would 
have  had  a  much  more  certain  knowledge 
of  future  puniihmeiits  than  any  book  could 
Mnvey ;  whereas,  in  reaJity,  thofe  people** 
opinions  on  this  fbfcje^t  were  ix>  vague,  and 
filch  idle  dreams^  that  they  defervje  not  th« 
name  of  belief,  mueh  lefs  of  knowledge. 

SmcB  then  thofe  who  knew  nothing  of 
die  fcriptores,  or  placed  no  £uth  in  them^^ 
Jtad  not  an  innate  knowledge  of  future  or 
otemal  punifliments,'  nor  were  taught  thid 
belief  by  reafon  or  revelatk>n,  it  might  pro 
oeed  from  mere  fancy  or  whimfy}  or,  whicif 
ii  much  more  likely ,-«-«it  was  inoilcated  tor 
the  common  people  by  their  leaders  or  go^i- 
vernors/  who  taking  advantage  of  the  f^r 
and  credulity  fo  prevalent  among  mankindy 
invented  and  propagated  this  opinion  for  par^ 
ticular  purpodes,  although  they,  the  teachers' 
or  governors  themielvesi  believed  nbtbin^^ 
of  it. 

But  if  any  peribns  fliould  pretend,  that^ 
the  belief  of  future  and  everlafling  puni(h<« 
ments  vsrat  conveyed  by  tradition  to  people- 
who  had  it  not  from  the  fcriptures  >  it  wilt^ 
then  be  adced,  how  thofe  l^om  whoit^tbo^ 
tradition  was>  origi^aUy  derived  came  by  dihvi 
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knowledge  ?  And  if  it  cannot  be  proved,  as 
it  is  impoilible  it  fhould,  that  they  received 
it  by  divine  revelation,  then  this  o'pinioh  will 
ilill  center  in  imagination  or  contrivance. 

And  as  to  the  information  of  eternal  pn-^ 
s)i(hments  being  given  to  men  by  the  icrip^ 
tures,  ihould  this,  for  argument  fake;  be  ad- 
mitted^a  queftion  might  then  arife:  how  came 
the  authors  of  fcripture  to  know  that  fuch 
punishments  would  be  inflidled?  The  anfwer 
undoubtedly  will  be, — by  inward  divine  re- 
velation:   indeed  they  could  obtain  it  no 
otherwife.     Then  their  knowledge  of  this 
fa£t  was  abfolutely  certain :  but  thofe  perfons 
who  are  not  favoured  with  inward  divine' 
revelation  have  only  the  report  of  others, 
which  is  far  (hort  of  knowledge ;  and  much 
the  greater  part  of  mankind  know  even  no- 
thing of  this  report.     Now,  pray,  are  not  all 
men  as  much  concerned  to  be  at  a  certainty : 
refpefting  thefe  punishments,  as  the  writers 
of  the  bible  were  ?  Undoubtedly  they  are* 
How  then  has  it  happened  that  all  are  not  at 
equal  certainty  ?  Could  not  Omnipotence  as 
eafily  have  given  this  knowledge  diredtly  to 
every  man,  as  to  a  few  to  inform .  others  ?; 
Surely  he  might.     As  all  men  then  were: 
equally  cor^erned  to  know  of  thefe  punifh-' 
ments,  how  came  it  to  pafs,  that  the  know-  r 
ledge  of  them  was  revealed  only  to  a  few. 

vvho 
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who  were  to  convey  it  to  the  reft  of  man- 
kind, multitudes  of  whom  they  neitlier  did 
or  poflibly  could  inform  of  it  ? 

Is  this  like  the  proceedings  of  a  being  of 
infinite  pdwer,  wifdom,  and  goodhefs  f  Nay^ ' 
is  this  as  wife  and  equitable  as  the  proceed**' 
ings  oi*  limited  ancl  weak  men  ?  In  all  go-» ' 
vernments,  when  laws  are  made,  arid  puniih-; 
ments  annexed  to  the  breaking  thertt,  are  not 
the  moft  e^Tedtualmeans  u(ed  to  publifh  thefe 
laws  ana  punidiments,  that  every  individual 
may  know  for  wliat  crimes,  and  in  what 
manner  he  is  to  fu^er  ?  Were  not  this  me^' 
thiod  taken,  puniihments  among  men  would 
be  extremely  unjuft.    The  true  reafon  then» 
why  the  righteous  Judge  of  all  the  earth,  the 
great  Lawgiver  and  Governor  of  the  univerfe, 
hath  not  made  known  to  all  mankind,  that 
tbey  iare  liable  to  eternal  punishments,  is  evi- 
dent :— i-he  never  intended  to  inflid  them* 


t        I  I    IBKl 


SECTION    11. 

SECONDLY,  If  the  juftice  and  glory  of 
God  require,  that  he  fliould  puniih  fin- . 
ners  and  unbelievers  with  everlafting  tor^* 
ments,  then  undoubtedly  both  juftice  and' 
rcalbn  require  alfo,  that  it  (hpuld  be  in  the 

Z  power 
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power  pf  the  fprmer  pdt  to  fip,  ^d  of  'the 
latter  to  telieve  ariglit. 

In  making  an  ip^uif jr  n  ttity  hjve  this 
power,.  1  fhall  not  enter  inio  jl  long,  puzi&ling, 
xhptaphyfical  differtation  on  free-will  ^  a.f»S^ 
jedl  u|)on  which  a  great  ^eal  has  bcpo  iaid,. 
and  perhaps  to  little  fatis^dtioo  ^  hiit  chafe 
much  rather  to  appeal  to  comoion  fenfe  and 
e2^crie;ice^  Both  thefe  wiQ  fijew  ujsi  that^ 
if  the  drcumftances  which  direft  an^  deter- 
mine mens  moral  a<3:ions  and  religious  helief 
are  not  ifi  their  pow5r,.thcnthofe.afl3lons  and 
this  helief  are  not  in  their  powen  But,  that 
thefe  circumftances  are  entirely  oQt  of  mens, 
power^  a  little  obiervation  and  refie^ioo  w^I 
evidently  prpve.  Of  this  we  wfll  give  Tome 
ihfl;^nces ;  and  firft  of  moral  a^^ions. 

A  BOY  is  hprn  of  poor,,  neceffitous,  and 
profligate  parents,  and  with  a  ftrong  natural 
propenfity  to  vice :  in  his  very  infancy,  fpi- 
rituous  liquors,  which  ferve  to  inflame  hia 
paflions  and  extinguifh  his  reafon,  are  fre- 
quently giveji  him.  As  foon  as  this  child  i» 
capable  of  good  or  bad  aflions,  inftead  of  be- 
ing carefully  inftrudtcd  in  the  former,  he  i* 
diligently  taught  the  latter,  particularly  t» 
pick  pockets :  if  he  performs  this  dextroufly, 
he  is  commended  and  rewarded;  if  not,  he  is 
blamed  and  piihifhed.  This  boy  never  aiTo- 
clates  wfth  any  perfons  bat  thofe  who  are  as 
""■    -  bad 


hid  or  ii^orfe  dian  hiitii&lf^  and  is  immecfed 
In  one>-  contiaued  T0C116  of  debauch^y  aind 
tvickednefs:  he  proceeds,  as*  he  grows  in 
ilMngth  and  iinpudtoce,  from  patty  to  greater 
#Ulanie(B,  beconiits  ilireet^robber,.  ioot-pad,  or 
Jiigllway-4iiaH»  .and  at  laft  coridioik^'  the  tbxA 
l^dnfible  crime  of  tnurd^n  What  (hall  we 
Ay?  Was  it  in  the  power  of  thls'unhappy^ 
frretdhed,  and  ivicked  creature  to  Kve  a  fober, 
jri^€ouS|  and  piotis  life  ?  Had  he  his  choice 
iif  what  parents^  he  woiild  be  born^  and  by 
•^¥110111  and  in  what  manner  and  circumi- 
Aances  educatedi  and  what  company  he 
4*B0i]ld  keejp  ? 

Another  youth  is  placed  as  page  to  fome 
^freat  per6]|n  at  a  cbtirt^  where  he  fees  nothing 
hot  fciicury^  lewdneis,  pride,  envy,  difiimula-- 
tion^^  and  vice,  in  the  mofl  alluring  fliapies : 
Jtyt  ^ercdl^e^,  that  yirttie  and  piety  are  &>  far 
4from  being  efteemed  and  rewarded^  that  they 
are  conftant  fubjeds  of  contempt  and  ridicule^ 
«n4  that  the  only  path  to  preferment  and 
#iOhpurs  Hes  thrbujgh  the  tempk  of  vice* 
W^at  chance  %bb  a  youth  thus  .educated^  an4 
.  \9^  f|»ch  wwiptes  pQq.j;njMiiiy  Mpr*  t^i? 
i^iies^  ;to  beoocne  ohafte,  <emp»rate,  finoere, 
tnd  fioneft  j  in  a  word,  to  b6  ^Irittuous  and 
pipusr 

pve^i  in  which  mens  nK>i?al  aSions,  by  cir^ 

Z  2  CMTO&axv«.% 
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eumftances  entirely  inde^ndenf  of  their  bwii 
choice,  are  as  much  influenced  as  diofc  of 
thefe  children. 

Undoubtedly,  many  men. who  have 
a£ted  very  profligate  and  vile  parts  in  the 
world,  would,  if  differently  circumftanced, 
have  been  excellent  perfons.  That  tempft 
of  mind  which  has  rendered  even  fome  ban- 
ditti^ fo  remarkably  faithful  to  their  wicked 
comrades,  fo  fearlefs  and  amazingly  intrepi4i 
if  properly  cultivated  and  directed  by  an  carlf^ 
a  liberal,  a  virtuous,  and  religious  education, 
might  have  formed  firm  friends,  courageous 
defenders  of  their  country,  or  even  refolute 
martyrs. 

PoTH  it  not  then  plainly  appear,  that 
mens  natural  tempers,  and  fuch  accidents  or 
circumflances  of  their  lives  as  are  entirely  out 
of  their  power,  do,  in  a  great  degree  at  Icaft, 
dired  and  determine  their  behaviour  and 
aftions '  ? 

Since 

'  A  queftion  may  here  arife:-^  Whether,  if  mens 
-behaviour  and  a£lions  are  thus  determined  by  circum- 
'fiances  out  .of  their  power,  it  isjuftand  reafonafile  to 
puniffa  them  at  all  even  in  this  world  ?  To  which  I 
anfwer : — If  mens  behaviour  and  adlions  are  determined 
by  fuch  circumfiances,  puniihments  are  very  properly  to 
be  reckoned  among  them,  and  may  be,,  as  we  fee  they 
frequently  are,  of  great  force  and  efficacy  to  prevent 
mens  doing  ill,  like  weights  thrown  into  a  feale  to  turn 
the  balancer :  therefore  this  o[Hnion  doth  not  at  all  render 
^  punifhments 


-'  Since  the  education  of  youths  the  com^i 
pany  they  keep,  and  the  early  impreffions. 
made  on  them^  have  fo  great  an  influence 
towards  their  leading  virtuous  or  vicious 
livc^  that  is^  in  rendering  then;t  happy  or' 
ihiierable ;  how  neceilary  is  it,  above  all 
tilings,  to  educate  young  perfons  in  principles 
of  piety  and  virtue,  and  inure  them  betimes 
to  gpod  habits?  Can  a  child  poflibly  receive 
any  benefit  equal  to  this  from  a  parent  or 
guardian  ?  Can  z  parent  or  guardian  receive 
A  bigher  fatisfadion  than  by  fuch  a  condudl:^ 
and  the  firuit  that  will  probably  be  reaped 
frato  it  ? 

Secondly,  As  to  the  circumflances  which 
determine  mens  religious  belief  being  out 
of  their  power :  let  any  man  afk  himfelf, 
if  he  thinks  it  morally  poffible,  that  thofe 
who  lived  Wo  thoufand  years  ago  in  Athens 
or  Rome^  or  any  wfiere  elfe  out  of  Judea^ 
wjhpn  paganifni  was  jn  a  manner  the  unir 
verfal  religion,  could  avoid  being  pagans? 
Or  if  a  perfon  born  of,  and  educated  by  M?- 
hammedt^n  parents  in  Turkey ^  and  who  per- 

%  I  haps 

punUJbments  in  the  prefent  world  left  juft  or  reafonaUe. 
When  Z^«^,  author  of  the  Stoic  philofophy,  was  beating 
his  fervant  for  theft,  he  cried  out,  'Tis  part  of  my 
fate  to  be  a  thief.  Yes,  firrah',  fays  his  matter,  and  to 
lie  puniflied  for  it  too.  To  which  Zem  might  well 
f  have  added, — and  by  njcans  of  punifcment^  it  raa^  he 
yp.yr  fate  to  be  rcclain^ed  from  roguery. 


baps  never  hbard  of  ^ny  otbur  religion  tllan 
that  of  his  owh  country^  or  was  brought  i^ 
with  the  iitmoft  prejudice  afid  av^rfion  agaiaft 
^U  other  religions  he  might  :haVe  heatdo£: 
let  any  o*e,  I  fay^  *fk  himfelf,  if  fooh  a  ,p«rr* 
fon  could  be  other  than  a  Mobambie^^lAAfi 
ref^£tihg  tihofe  born  and  edttclite4-  wfadrb 
tdiat  which  i;re  eft^em  the  only  true  x^Vkg^Of^ 
is  taught  ddd  profefied  i  fuppofe  fdfMctfthe&i 
after  the  moft  careM  and  delibei'i^te  03fAr. 
deration^  (he  moft  diligent  and  i^partitf  in* 
qUiry,  and  the  itxoft  fincbre  dbfire  to  bo  r^|hdy 
ibforined^  fhbtild  doubt  of  pr^ibeiUeve  cierfEUi^ 
articles  in  religion  which  fome  think  e0bQtial| 
jd  it  confifleilt  with  jufiice  tl^at  ffic^  perfens 
fhould  ibiirefbre  be  nqi&de  for  ever  mi^ble? 


I 


T 


BUT  liyere  it  in  th^  power  of  all  nianT 
kind  to  be  virtuous  and  religidils,  aiid 
to  believe  every  article  of  the  true  faith,  a 
qucftioii,  ana  a  very  confidetable  6fift  ttt6, 
will  ftill  remain,  /.  e.  Whether  for  j^nbelief 
and  tenipbral  feults  if  is  reafdftable  6r  tiquir 
table  that  mto  (hould  bp  eternally  tormented, 
and  fufFer  terrible  and  inconceivable  pnnifli* 
ments,  when  no  good  pprpofc  whaitcVer  can 
poflibly  6e  anfwered  by  them  ? 

Let 
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L^T  men  lay  ;Uide  their  prejudices,  and 
confult  reafon ;  let  them  confider  tbe  nature 
iof:  things,  and  the  jaflke  andgpodnefs  of 
Godi  and  then  anfwer .  this  qaoftipn.      In 
ttiith,  when  men.faysc  that  jnftice  requires  th^ 
'J^ty  £bouId  punUh  finaers  and .  unbelievers 
in  .this  manner^  t}iey  talk  they  know  not 
vfUfi^    But  this  we  do  know:  that  to  puniih 
without  fome  good  oidy  or  to>  degree  bc^ 
yond  what  the  neceflity  or  the  nature  of  t}|e 
^fafe  requires^  would  proceed  from  retenge 
.on  ^ru^lty,  and  not. from  joilice.  To  pretend, 
^tberefore^  that  the  Deity  puni£bes  in  fuch  a 
ittanncr,  i&  to  blafphetee  hjis  holy  name. 
iijow  then  can  CfQdi)a  glorified  in  thus  pu- 
mfiiing  his.  creatures,  in  making  the  works 
of  his  Jband^  for  evermiferable  ?  .Surely  thoie 
who  hy  be  is,  talk  very  weakly  or:  very  im- 
piou^y.     Men  freqi^ntly  fpcajk  pf  the  glory 
of  God  without,  a^dyjuft  ientinients  co(K:6rn<- 
ing,  it:  but  if  thpy  are  atde- to. judge  at  all 
vthat  his  gk)ry  confifls  in,,  and  think  in  any 
degree  reafonably.  about  it,  th^y  muft  fup-  . 
pofe  it  is  partly  in  his  in6nite  power,  wif- 
dom,  and  goodnefs,   and  in  commxiDicatiftg 
bappinefs  tp  his'trpatures;:  we  may  he  cer- 
tain it  cannot  confift  in.  craelty*.    Such  dh^ 
-bolical  wretches  as  a  Muley  Ifmael^  a  Kouli 
JCbohy  or  a  Louis  le  grandy  may  have  placed 
their  glory  in  making  men  mUerablcj  but 
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furely  it  is  the  grcatcft  folly  or  impiety  to 
affirm  this  of  the  Deity. 

Secondly,  In  confirmation  of  this  doc- 
trine it  is  feid,  that  very  great  men,  divines 
efpecially,  have  believed  and  taught  it.  That 
is  grantied  :-'bat  pcthaps  many  have  taught 
this  doftrihe  wKo  did  not  believe  it;  and 
fome  .of  thefe,  as  hath  been  already  obfcrved, 
may  have  done  fo  v^ith  a  good',  and  others 
with  a  bad  defign. 

However,  we  have  already  feen,  that  very 
great  men  frequently  fair  into  very  great  er- 
rors, and  that  it  |s  oftentimies  niore  difficult 
to  convince  them  than  the  common  people. 
But  perhaps^  fo  many  eminent  perfons  have 
not  fallen  ipto  this  error  (the  belief  of  elcnxai 
vpumfhments)  as  is  generally  fuppofed. 

An  e'rninept  divine  hiath  taken  much  pains 
to  prove,  that  the  ancient  philoibpheff,  evep 
the  theifticyv^id  not  believe  a  fikture  ilate  of 
reward^  and  puni(hments,  tho^  they  wece 
perpetually  inculcating  this  doctrine  to  the 
people  I  f^  Aficr  having  read  their  hiftory, 
if^  confidered^their  chara<3ers,  and  examine(i 
f^  their  writings  with  all  the  exa^tnefs  I  was 
f'  able,'?  fays  this  author,  ^  it  appeared  evi- 
f .'  dent  to  me,  that  thefe  men  believed  n(H 
f'  thing  pf  a  future  ftate  of  rewards  and  pu«- 
ff  ni(hments,  wbjch  tf^ey  moft  induftrioully 

II  propagate^ 
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propagated  in  fodety  V  Again,  ^*  It  is  a 
^*  future  ftate,  then,  of  rewards  and  punifh- 
**  ments  in  general,  that  I  undertake  to  prove 
^*  NONE  of  the  ancient  philofophers  believed  V 
And  further,  ^*  The  ancient  fages  held  it  law- 
^^  ful,  for  the  publie  good,  to  fay  one  thing 
**  when  they  thought*  another  "/'  Sa  it  is 
very  likely  rtiay  certain  modern  fages  and 
chriftian  divines  have  done  3  fometimes  for 
public  good,   more   often    for  private 

INTEREST. 

Nevertheless,  that  very  great  men, 
divines  efpeeially,  have  taught  this  doftrinc 
of  eternal  punifliments,  and  fome  of  them 
have  believed  it,  will  be  readily  acknow-^ 
ledged.  AmoQg  the  former  may  be  included 
the  late  archbishop  ST/V/i?//^;?,  who  preached 
and  published  a  fermon,  already  quoted,  of 

THE    eternity     OF    HELL    TORMENTS  "'^ 

But  whether  this  excellent  prelate  was  not 
too  wife  and  humane  *  to  believe  fuch  a 
doiStrine,  and  only  taught  it  becaufe,  as  he 
fays  himfelf,  he  thought  it  a  great  difcourage- 
ment  to  (in,  I  (hall  not  prefume  to  determine. 

That 

*  The  Divine  Legation  of  Mojisj  Vol.  I.  p.  318, 

*  Ibid.  p.  320.  *»  JiiJ.  p.  321.  ^  Tilhtjfhn's 
lyprks,  vpKJ^.  Sermon  35. 

*  The  word  humfine  is  here  ufcd,  becaufe  we  thinl{, 
^h  mentioned  in  the  beginning  of  the  Eflay  on  Reli- 
gious Cruelty,  that  one  principal  caufe  of  mens  believing 
Qod  xq  be  cruel  is.  Ht^x  they  are  ciud  ^Vv^vcy^N^^^ 
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That  he  feem»  to  endeavoor  to  prove  it^  ]$ 
certain :  but  at  the  fame  time  he  mentiom 

• 

feveral  obje£Uona.(tho'  not  near  aU  he  might 
have  mentioned)  againfl  fuch  puni/bmeotss 
particularly,  '^  that  they  are  inconfiftent  with 
**  the  juftice  and  goodnefs  of  God/'    *'^  This 
*'  objeiaion,"  fays  the  archbilhap,  "  bath 
'*  been    attempted  to  be    anfwered  fevers^ 
«<  ways,  none  of  which  fecms  to  me  to  give 
"  clear  and  full  fatisfadtion  to  it/'     He  then 
fpecifies  one  of  thefe  anfwers,   for  thcp^rti^ 
culars  of  which  the. reader  is  referred  to  the 
fermon  itfelf,  and  faith  ;  ''  But  this  I  douht 
^^  will  upon  examination  be  found  to  have 
"  more  of  fubtilty  than  of  (o^iy  iiv  iuX 
This  might  perhaps  with  equal  juftice  an4 
re^Ubn  be  iaid^  not  only  of  all  t^  otb^r  flxt^ 
iwers  he  quotes,  .bat  of  hi^.  pwQl  ilfOi  oo 
which  he  feems  to  lay  great  ftrefa^.  aBd:by  it 
attempts  to  folve  this  difficulty.  .  Awi  indeed 
he  does  afterwards  acknowledge^  ^'  that  this 
^^  mifery  is  fo  terribly  fey  ere,  that  at  .pnefeiU 
*^  we  can  hardly  tell  how  to  recpncak  it' with 

"  the    JUSTICE    AND    GOODNEgSvpf  God.** 

He  undertakes  neverthelefs  to  prove,  "  that 
"  the  eterjial  punkbment  of  wicked  naen,ia 
*'  another  world  is  pl?wnly  thre^tned  in  fcrip-^ 
*^  ture/*  It  is  a  common  cafe,  this  :  when 
pen  find  reafon  againft  them,  tjien  they  have 
jrepQurfe  to  authqrity.    What  Ijonour  or  fer- 

victf 
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vjg6  they,  l^  &is  mtfans,  do  the  authority 
they  appeal  to,  is  left  for  them  to  ihew* 
However,  the  poiht,  that  this  puni(hment  is 
threitnecl  m'fi»'ipttirey  the  archbifhop  feems 
to  think  plenty  made  out.  But,  after  all, 
the  good-natured  prelate  appears  ienHble, 
that :  the  ei^etuting  thefe  tfareatnings  would 
btfocontrary  to  ^^  the  essential  perfec-* 
^5  TxoNS  of  the  divine  ftature/'  that  he  ia 
very  defirOus  to  fiftd  a  falvO  in  the  cafe.  ^<  He 
^^  that  threatens,"  fays  the  biihop,  "  keeps 
^'  the  right  of  puni(hifi£  in  hisr  own  hands^ 
^^iaid  18  not  obliged  to  execute  what  he 
^^  hath  thiDathed  afty  faifther  than  the.  rca^ 
^^  fon6  ahd  eiids  of  goverixment  do  require : 
^  and  he  inzy,  without  nny-  injury  to  the 
^^  party  riireakhed,  remit  and  dbate  as  much 
^  a6  he  pleafeth  of  the  puniihment  that  he 
«'  hath  thrdatned/'  Th&  is  indeed  true  of 
man :  but  can  any  thing  be  more  unlike  Ood 
than  to  threaten  what  he  never  intends  to 
l^rform?  Let  it  but  be  proved;^  that  Goo 
hath  threatned,  and  furely  no  man  in  his 
fenfes  will  dare  to  doubt  the  execution.  But 
the  cafe  will  be  very  different,  if  men  have 
prefumed  to  threaten  in  the  name  of  God, 
imd  without  his  authority* 

What  a  poor  (hift  is  here !  Is  this  likQ 
the  archbifbop*s  uftial  candor  ?  What  a  tafk 
jflo   men  undertake,  vfhen  they  labour  to 
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prove  dodxines  directly  contrary  to  reafon, 
and  petiiaps  to  their  own  fentiments  alfo ! 
But  troth  at  laft  prevailed :  for  a  little  after 
this  remarkable  pa&ge  he  acknowledges, 
that  ^  we  may  reft  aflured^  (jod  will  judge 
**  the  world  in  righteoufnefs  5  and  if  it  be 
**  any  wife  inconfiftent  either  with  righteouf^ 
•*  ncfi  or  goodnefs,  which  be  knows  much 
"  better  than  we  do,  to  make  finners  miie- 
^  rable  for  ever,  that  he  will  not  do  it  5  nor 
**  is  it  credible,  that  he  > would  threatei!^ 
^  finners  with  a  puni(hment  which  he  could 
^  not  execute  upon  them/'  Let  the  reader" 
judge,  by  what  is  laft  faid,  if  both  the  exe- 
cution and  the  threatninos  alfi>.  of  eternal^ 
punifhments  do  not  appear  ^to  be  entirdy^ 
given  up  l^  this  great  man.'  We  will  jpro^ 
cced,  however,  to  our  third  article.  That  the 
fcriptures  plainly  denounce  everkfting  pu-- 
nifhmcnts. 

Whether  they  do  or  not,  divines  and 
other  learned  men  differ  greatly,  as  it  is  well 
known  they  do  alfo  about  the  true  meaning 
of  fcripture  in  a  multitude  of  places.  Soma 
fuppofe  the  words  for  ever  and  ever  lofting 
may  be  taken,  and  are  frequently  ufed,  in  a 
limited  fenfe :  others  are  very  pofitive,  that 
in  thofe  places  where  they  relate  to  punifh- 
pients,  they  are  intended,  and  ought  to  be 
pnderftood,  in  an  unlimited  fenfe*  Qf  this 
^  l^ttef 
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latter  opinion  the  abovc^-mentioned  prelate 
has  declared  himfelf,  and  afligns  feveral  rea* 
fons  for  being  fo.  But  fuppoiing,  tho'  by 
no  means  granting,  that  thefe  ponifhments 
are  plainly  denounced  in  the  fcripture,  this 
queftion  will  then  arife :  Were  all  parts  of 
thofe  writings  given  forth  by  divUie  i/iipira-^ 
tion,  or  only  certain  parts df  them?  If  the 
latter^  then  it  is  poflible  at  lead  that  theft 
threatnings  of  everlafling  punifliments  may 
be  fome  of  thofe  paflages  not  given  forth  by 
divine  infpiration,  and  confequently  are  to 
be  regarded  as  proceeding  merely  from  pri- 
vate opinion.  This  point,  whether  the  fcrip* 
tures  in  the  whole,  or  only  in  part,  wen 
divinely  revealed,  hath  alfo  been  very  warmly 
difputed. 


S  E  C  T  I  O  N    IV. 

SOME  very  ancient  chriftians,  as  well  as 
feveral  of  the  greateft  and  moft  learned 
modern  divines,  have  been  clearly  of  opinion^ 
that  not  only  many  particular  paflages  of  the 
fcriptures,  but  even  divers  whole  books,  were 
not  written  by  divine  revelation. 

£U5£B/t/5,  in  his  hiftory  of  the  churchy 
fays,  that  the  epiftle  of  James,  the  epiftle  of 

y  M.  CouftrCs tranflation  into Frtruh^.  m»c*w:i  •^•XVl- 


»  •  •  •  ■ 

^r/<?,  the'  fccohd-  of  PeteTi  •  the  feqptid  fttkd 

third  of  yoffftj  arc  not  gcftcriaHy  received* 
And  after  mentioning  ieveral  fAk  and  coun^ 
tcrfeit  boofci,  aJ  the  Ads  dfPauly  <he  Book 
of  the  Sh^herd,  the  Revetation  ot  Peter ^  the 
iSipiAlcofBarnatai^  and  the  Inftitution^  of  die 
Apoftles^  he  adds,  ^^  and  among  thefetnay  he 
^*  placed  the  Apocalypfe  ofyobn^  i«fliich  fo«e 
*^  expunge  fix)m  the  number  of  the  Sacred 
**  books,  and  others  think  may  remain.'^ 
Concerning  this  revelation  of  yobn^  die  fernc 
author  ^  Informs  os  what  Denys  inffiop  of' 
Alexandria  faid  concerning  it^  which  begins 
thus:  "  Some  of  thofe,'*  fays  Denys^  ^  who 
^*  iived  before  our  times,  have  abfolutely  re- 
••  jedcd  this  book,  and  having  examined  it 
**  chapter  by  chapter  from  the  beginning  to 

^'  the  end,  iuveibewed,  that  there  is  neither 
•*  fenfe  nor  reafon  in  it.  They  fay  alfo,  that 
*^  the  title  is  faile,  ^eoauie  the  hodk  was  not 
"  written  by  Jobn^  and  that  it  abounds  too 
^  mucjh  with  ignorance  to  be  a  revelati^p* 
«*•  They  aflhre  tis,  dwt  this  book  was  «oC 
^*  <:ompofed  *by  any  one  of  the  apoftles,  nor 
^  4even  1:^  afiy  of  die  holy  author^r  of  die 
^  <3iurch :  that  it  is  a  forgery  of  CertnthuSf 
"  who  making  himfdf  headofafed,  aifumed 
'**  the  name  of  John  to  authorife  his  extrava- 
^^  gant  fancies,*' 

Sucrf 

'  *  Ibid. !.  VH.  c  XW .  ip»  3Jbi,  ^i% 


Of  *f  flit A^TftlO  PtWIS^MtflTBi     ^$i 

'  StrcH  weit  drt'  fcntimcnts  of  fomc  vcrir 
ancient  chtiittatis  refpe£biiig  certain  books  of 
fcripturc.     As  to  modern  dtrinesr, 

<rRO!?7C(5  declares  his  opiniori  as  follows : 
•*  I  have  truly  iaid,  that  jil  the  books  in  the 
^  Ihbrew  canon  were  not  dictated  by  the 
Holy  Ohoft.  *  »  ♦  *  *  There  was  no  oc- 
cadon  for  hiftories  to  be  diftated  by  the 
^  Holy  Spirit.  ^  *  *  If  Ldce  had  written  his 
**  books  by  the  di&ates  of  divine  infpiration, 
•'  he  would  have  chofen  rather  to  cftabii/Ii 
*^  his  authority  on  that,  than  on  the  feith  of 
^  the  witneffes  he  foHowed.  So  in  writing 
^  the  Ads,  which  he  had  feen  done  by  Paul^ 
"  he  had  no  need  of  infpiration  ^*' 

ArchbisuotTi llotfon  fays,  "  If  any  nun 
^  is  of  opinion,  that  Mofes  might  write  the 
**  hiftory  of  thpfe  aftions,  which  he  himfclf 
"  did  or  was  prcfent  at,  without  an  immc- 
"  diate  revelation  of  them,  or  that  Solomon, 
by  his  natural  and  acquired  wifdom,  might 
fpeak'thofe  wife  fayings  which  are  in  his 
Proverbs,  or  the  Evangelifts  might  write 
what  they  heard  and  faw,  or  what  they 
had  good  «aflurancc  of  from  others,  as  8tt 
'*  Luke  tclh  Us  he  did,  &c.  without  the  im-- 
"  mediate'  ditftate  of  the  Spirit  of  God^  he 
*^  feems  to  have  reafon  on  his  fide.    For  that 

^\  men 

,  '»  Grot.  Votumpropaci,  ArtU^  d^  C^monhh  Smpuris^ 
Op.  ton).  IV.  p,  67a,  • 
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^^  men  may  without  an  immedi|tte  reyelatipri 
**  write  thofe  things,  which  they  think  with- 
*^  out  a  revelation,  feems  very  plain*  And 
*^  that  tliey  did  fo,  there  is  this  probable  ar- 
gument for  it^  becaufe  we  find,  that,  the 
evangelifls^  in  relating  the  difcourfes  of 
Cbrijly  arc  very  far  from  agreeing  in  the 
particular  cxpreffions  and  words :  *  *  *  * 
*^  but  if  the  words  had  been  didated  by  the 
^^  Spirit  of  God,  they  muft  have  agreed  iit 
*^  them.  For  when  St*  Ijuke  differs  fr<Mn 
*^  St.  Matthew^  in  relating  what  our  Saviour 
faid,  it  is  impoffible  that  they  fhould  both 
relate  it  right  as  to  the  words  and  forms 
of  expreffion  ^. 
Dr.  Mtddleton  tells  us,  "  As  'tis  neceflary 
"  to  believe  of  the  fcriptures  in  general,  that 
**  they  are  divinely  infpired;  fo  itis  as  neceflary^ 
^^  from  the  evidence  of  plain  fa£ts  and  decla- 
*^  rations  in  thofe  very  fcriptures,  to  allow 
**  fome  exception  to  this  general  rule,  and 
"  not  to  infill,  as  fome  do,  that  every  word, 
*'  fentence,  narration,  hifl:ory,  or  indeed 
"  every  book  we  call  canonical,  was  didtated 
"  by  God.  *  *  *  *  Here  then,'*  adds  this 
author,  ^^  I  fix  my  foot,  and  take  upon  me* 
*'  to  aflert,  that  we  are  under  no  obligation 
"  of  reafon  or  religion  to  believe,  that  the 
"  fcriptures  are  of  abfolute  and  univerfal  in- 

**  fpiratjon^ 

*  TtllotfitC^  works,  vol.  III.  p.  449*  ; 
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'^  ipirationi  or  that  every  paflage  in  them  was 
•^  dictated  by  a  divine  Ipirit  S'* 

We  plainly  fee^  thatthefe  pious  and  learned 
divines  made  no  icruple  to  declare  their  opi-^ 
nions  very  fully  and  explicitly,  and  others 
have  dpne  the  like,  that  not  only  many  paf-* 
fages,  but  eveh  entire  books  of  the  fcriptures, 
were  not  didated  by  the  Holy  Ghoft. 

In  order  to  confirm  the  fentiments  of  thefe 
great  men,  and  fatisfy  ourfelves  fully  on  this 
head,  nothing  more  feems  neceflary,  but  to 
take  an  unbiafled  view  of  fome  particular 
parts  of  fcripture. 

'  Could  the  writer  of  Ecclefiajles  be  di- 
vinely inipired  when  he  declared  concerning 
the  eftate  of  the  ions  of  men,  ^*  that  they 
**  might  fee  they  themfclvcs  arc  beafts  ?  For 
"  that  which  bcfalleth  the  fons  of  men,  be- 
^*  ^leth  beafts,  even  one  thing  befalleth 
^*  them:  as  the  one  dieth,  fo  dieth  the  other; 
^^  yea  they  have  all  one  breath,  fo  that  a  man 

hath  no  pre-eminence  above  a  beaft:  *  *  * 

all  go  unto  one  place  */*  Can  any  thing 
be  ftronger  againft  a  future,  ftate  than  thefe 
texts?  Or  can  the  human  fpecies  be  more 
degraded  than  by  this  account  of  them  ? 

Was  David  infpired  by  the  merciful  Spirit 
of  God  when  he  thus  cruelly  curfed  his 

A  a  enemy, 

*  Dr.  Mid4leton\  works,  vo].  11.  p.  288. 
^  EccUftaJles  iii,  1 8,  19;  20. 
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fetiemy,  ahfl^his  children  affo?  *^  Whfch  hc^ 
(his  enemy)  «  fhall  be'jtidgid/^  fays^ZlWtJ/V, 
*'  let  hihi  be  cbndemAed;  aftd  kt  his  prayer 
"  become  fin.  ♦  *  *  List  His  cHiWren  bc'  con* 
**  tintially  vagabonds  arid  bfeg.'  *  ♦  *  Let 
•*  there  be  none  to  extend  mercy  unto  hixh; 
"  neither  let  there  beany  to  fetour  hts  fathtr* 
«  lefs  childirn  ^^  with  a  gitat  dikl;  moi^  i^ 
the  fame  ftrain.  '  *  .  i 

And  what  (hall  we  fa^  of  thi  iteceaiit 
given  in  the  book  6f  Gen^s  cdncerfling  thfe 
creation  of  man,  ind  fbt  #hat  cbofe  he'ii^ 
not  only  deprived  of  the  hzppj  date  in'  whSeb 
he  was  originally  placed,  btit  both  himfelf 
and  all  his  pofterity,  according  to  the  'flSbft 
common  and  orthodox  opinion,  Wert"  ftft^ 
tenced  by  God  to  eternal  mif6ry  ?  Bf-ih 
impartial  examination  of  this  hartatJvfei  'vfi 
(hall  perhaps  be  able  to  feitisfy  oairlelVcS, 
whether  even  tliis  part  of  the  fcfn^re^, 
upon  which,  as  fome  think,  fe  Hluch  dfe- 
pends,  carries  with  it,  if  t&kto  ifi  a  Ikiral 
fenfe,  as  moft  divines  infi(t  that  it  ihdUld  be, 
any  appearance  of  being  divinely  reveatbd^ 

The  account  in  the  fecdhd  and  thirl 
chapters  of  Gertej/is  is  briery  as  follows  t 

That  "  the  Lord  God  fdrmed  ihail  of 
"  the  duft  of  the  ground:*'  that  iievkti*l*6 
'^  he  formed  him  in  his  own  image,  in  the 

"inagc 


^  image  of  God  created  he  him :  male  and 
•<  female  created  he  them."  That  ^'  the 
^^  Lord  God  planted  a  garden,  and  there  he 
*^  put  the  man^  one  of  whofe  ribsr  God  tQok> 
^^  and'  thereof  niade  he  woman.  And  the 
*^  Lord  God  commanded  the  man,  faying^ 
••  Of  every  tree  of  the  garden  thou  mayeft 
^^  freely  eat :  but  of  the  tree  of  knowledge  of 
K  go6d<  and  evil,  thou  (halt  not  eat  j  for  in 
^<  die  day  that  thou  cateft  'thereof,  thou  (halt 
*^  iuody  die  :'^  that  is,  as  we  are  taught  td 
believe^  *  libou  ih&it  live  for  ever  in  eternal 

Befoue  we  go  any  ^further,  i  cpfcpy  here 
fcems^  naturaMy  to  pfefcnt  itfetfr*  .Would  k 
goqd  iHaU;  plant  in  his  gardefi^^a^^ree  which 
bor6''|4ea&)nt)^  but  poifonous  fruit,  '%nd  con«- 
tent  jrimfelf  with  forbidding  his  childi^n  to 
cdt  thereof, '  Utiiftg-  theto,  thaC  if  they  did; 
ibey'fbould  fureiy  die }  On  the  ixintSrafy,  if 
he  knew  •<xf  foch  ^  tree^  would  hi-  nbt  im- 
laMdiatialy  deftroy  k  ?(^=and  more  efpecially 
Sf  J^>»Mld  be  f^^^ie,  that  unlefs  he  did  fo, 
his  children  would  certainly  deftroy  them- 
Iblttea  byieatiDg  the  fruit  therbof^:  abd  like- 
wife  render- all  their  poftcrity  miferable?  But 
tp  jprocee  J  with  our  narrative : 

NpaiwiTpsT.ANPJNQ  this  prpbibitioa 
againft  eating  the  fruit  of  the  tree  of  know-" 
ledge,  ^nd  4he  terrible  penalty  annexed  to 

A  a  2  difobediencc^ 
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difobedfence,  the  fcrpcnt,  who  "  was  more 
<'  fubtle  than  any  beaft  of  the  field/'  enOiDg 
into  dtlcoarfe  with  the  woman,  fo  broiled 
her,  that  ^^  fhe  took  of  the  fruit  thereof  and 
'^  did  eat,  and  gave  alfo  to  her  hufband  with 
*'  her,  and  he  did  eat/' 

After  they  had  committed  this  heinous 
and  £Ettal  crime  of  eating  forbidden  fruit,  or, 
as  an  eminent  divine  has  called  it,  robl»ng 
an  orchard  ^  $  ^^  thty  heard  the  voice  of  the 
''  Lord  God  wallcing  in  the  >garden  in  the 
^'  cool  of  the  day :  and  jiJam  and  his  wife 
*^  hid  themfelves  from  the  prefence  of  the 
**  Lord  Grod  amongft  the  trees  of  the  garden/' 
However,  they  were  found  out,  and  God 
pronounced  fentence  upon  the  ferpent,  upon 
the  woman^  and  upon  the  man.  But  as 
jidamzvkd  Eve  were  naljced,  except  the  aprons 
of  fig4eaves  they  had  made  themfelves,  *^  unto 
f^  Adam  d\[o  and  to  his  wife  did  the  Lcxrd 
<<  God  make  coats,  and  clothed  them/' 

Thus  the  firft  man, .  as  above-mentioned, 
not  only  forfeited  the  happy  flate  defigned 

for 

^  I  mi^t  have  had  my  tenement,  ftich  as  it  is,  (alitdc 
torry  boufe  of  clay)  upon  better  terms,  if  it  had  not  been 
for  a  fault  of  my  great  grandfather :  he  and  his  wife  to- 
gether, with  the  advice  of  ah  ill  neighbour,  were  con- 
cerned in  ROBBING  AN  ORCHARD  belongtng^  to  the 
lord  of  the  manor,  and  fo  forfeited  this  great  privilege, 
to  my  forrow  I  am  fure.  The  WQiks  gf  J.  Swi/i^  D.  D. 
Vc.  vol.  XJL  p,  296,  297*^ 
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for  him  by  God,  which  he  had,  as  may  be 
reafonably  fuppoied,  enjoyed  but  a  very  little 
time  < ',  but,  as  is  commonly  believed  and 
taught^  he  and  all  his  pofterity,  without  any 
fault  committed,  or  indeed  that  poflibly  could 
be  oonimited  by  the  latter,  were  doomed  to 
eternal  infinite  punishment  ^. 

Let  us  now  diveft  ourfclves  of  all  prepof- 
fefiions,  and  clear  our  eyes  from  thofe  mifls 
that  the  v^ords  focred  and  holy  are  very  apt  to 
cloud  them  with,  and  then  examine  this  ftory 
of  the  creation  and  hW  of  man,  &c.  which 
has,  by  many  very  eminent  perfons,  and  even 
feveral  fathers  of  the  church,  been  given  up 

A  a  3  as 

«  Lis  auteurs  font  fort  portages  fur  ce  pointy  fiiys  M? 
BttfU :  quelques'uns  veulent  qu*  Adam  ait  peche  le  jour 
mime  de  fa  creation^  isfc.  Authors  are  greatly  divided 
upon  this  queftion :  fome  aflert,  that  Jdam  finned  on  the 
very  day  of  his  creation,  and  that  he  continued  in  Para-' 
dife  but  fix,  feven,  or  ten  hours :  others  extend  the  time 
to  fix,  eight,  or  ten  days  ;  others  to  thirty-^our  years. 
Mod  of  them  build  their  opinions  on  a  fuppofed  refem- 
blance  between  Adam  and  Jefus  Chriji :  for  inftance,  if 
Adam  be  fuppofe^  to  continue  in  Paradife  forty  days^ 
or  thirty-four  years,  the  reafon  is,  becaufe  Jefus  ChriJl- 
failed  forty  days  in  the  wildernefs,  or  lived  upon  earth 
thirty-four  years.  Di^ionaircy  ^c,  par  M^  Bayle,  art. 
Abel. 

^  Some  men,  fays  Mr.  Lpchy  would  have  all  Adam\ 
pofterity  doomed  to  eternal  infinite  punilhment,  for  the 
tranfgreffion  of  Adam^  whom  millions  had  never  heard 
of,  and  no  one  had  authorized  to  tranfa(£i  for  him,  or  be 
Jiis  reprefc/Jta tiVt.  Tht  ReafonabUnefs  of  O^rijlt anU-s  ^\., ^ . 
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as  a  literal  account,  and  infifled  on  to  be  9 
fable  or  an  allegory :  and  furely  dbis  is  mach 
lefs  ftrange,  than  that  one  nian  of  fenfp 
fhould  contepd  for  its  being  a  true  hiftorical 
narration. 

"  PHILO,  a  learned  Jew;'  fays  Dt.Midr 
dletorjy  "  calls  it  a  piece  of  ruftic  fimplicity 
•  *  to  imagine,  that  God  really  employed  the 
'^  labour  of  fix  days  in  the  production  of 
*^  things :  in  which  he  is  followed  by  Origen^ 
"  Aujiin^  Ambrofey  and  others.  What  maQ 
"  in  his  fcnfes,  fays  Origen^  will  believcj  that 
^^  the  fir  A,  fecond,  and  third  days,  and  the 
"  evenings  and  mornings,  paffed  without 
*'  fun,  moon,  and  ftars,  and  the  firft  even 
**  without  the  heavens?  Who  fo  filly  as  to 
.*'  think,  that  God,  like  an  hufbandman, 
"  planted  a  garden,"  (here  he  might  well 
have  added,  and  like  a  taylor  piade  coats  of 
Ikins)  "  and  in  it  a  real  tree  of  life,  to  be 
"  tafted  by  corporeal  teethj  or  that  the  know- 
**  ledge  of  good  and  evil  was  to  be  acquired 
**  by  eating  the  fruit  of  another  tree  *  ?"  As 
to  God's  being  jfix  days  in  creating  the  world, 
it  is,  according  to  the  opinions  of  the  above- 
mentioned  eminent  perfons,  an  idle  tale  :  but 
^^  Mofes,'"  as  Dr.  71  Burnet  .{2l}%  "  being 
**  minded  to  cpnfecrate  the  feventh  day  for  a 

''  fabbath^ 

'  Dr.  MidilUtoh\  wotks^  \ol,  U*  '^^  ii6^  127, 
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<<  iabbath^  he  therefore  fpun  out  the  crea- 

**  tion  to  fix  days  \" 

Suppose  this  account  had  been  written  by 

a  heathen  hiftorian  or  poet,  what  (hould  we 

liave  thought  ?  Could  we  then  have  imagined 

it  auy  other  than  a  fable  or  an  allegory9  and 

a  very  flrange  one  too  ?  Or,  if  we  had  taken 

it  in  a  literal  f^nfe,  ihould  we  not  have  held 

it  fb  chilclifh,  roo^tantic,  notoriouily  falfe  and 

filly,  as  to  be  n;iuch  more  properly  the  fub-  " 

jei^.of  ridicule  than  of  ferious  criticifm,  and 

ppt  an  objed  worthy  of  even  pagan  faith  ? 

Mao  formed  out  of  the  dud,  and  woman 

made  out  of  one  of  his  ribs.— A  dumb  fer* 

pent  accofting  the  woman  in  articulate  and 

intelligible  language  :  on  which  ihe,  inflead 

of  being  frighted,  and  haftening  to  her  huf- 

band  to  inform  him  of  what  had  happened, 

enters  calmly  into  a  dialogue  with  the  beafl ^ 

and  he  prevails  upon  her  to  ad  contrary  to 

the  exprefs  commands  of  her  Creator— Who 

"  walking  in  the  garden  in  the  cool  of  the 

"day,  called  unto-^<^^;"  and  after  fomc 

difcourfe  with  him  and   the  woman,  and 

curfing  the  ferpent,  and  pronouncing  fentence 

upon  the  man  and  his  wife,  he,   **  the  Lord 

/'  God,  made  coats  of  fkins,  and^  clothed 

/^them.'* 

A  a  4         Improbable 

^  Arch^tolcgi^  Philofofhica^  tranflatcd  into  EngliJJ?^ 
^-  39-  • 
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Improbable  and  irrational  as  every  one 
of  thefe  circuniftances  might  appear,  if  takea 
literally,  or  related  by  an  heathen  writer, 
they  are  not  by  much  the  word:  part  of  this 
narrative.  God,  the  fountain  of  jnftice  and 
goodnefs,  is  here  reprefented  as  fufiering  his 
own  creature,  for  whom  he  intended  everr 
lading  happinefs,  to  be  by  another  of  his 
creatures,  of  fuperior  abilities  and  conning, 
feduced  from  his  duty,  and  thereby  the  man 
and  ^1  his  poflerity  rendered  for  ever  nuie- 
rable  :  whereas,  if  God  had  been  pleafed  to 
interpofe,  all  this  evil  had  been  prevented, 
and  his  kind  intention  towards  man  had  not 
been  fruflrated. 

Some  divines  indeed,  as  hatl^  been  already 
obferved,  being  defirous  to  get  rid  of  th^ 
manifeft  abfurdities  of  fo  (hocking  a  ftory, 
appear  willing  it  (hould  pafs  for  ah  allegory. 
Biit  adniitting  this,  would  it  not  even  then, 
fuppofing  it  formed  by  an  uninfpired  perfon^ 
appear  highly  injurious  to  the  honour  of  God^ 
and  extremely  prejudicial  to  the  intereft  of 
religion  ?  For  it  reprefents  the  Deity,  as  we 
have  juft  now  feen,  difappointed  in  his  defign 
of  rendering  his  creature  man  happy  in  the 
ftate  he  had  placed  him,  and  by  an  oppofite 
power,  who,  in  this  cafe,  is  defcribed  as  gain- 
ing his  point  in  oppofition  to  the  will  of  the 
Almighty,    Nay,  God  himfelf  is  reprefented 
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tk%  placing  a  temptation  before  man,  which 
an  omnifcient  Being  muft  know  man  could 
not  refift,  and  yet  dooming  him  and  all  his 
pofterity  to  eternal  mifery,  becaufe  he  fell 
into  it«  In  (hort^  a  moft  gracious  intention  of 
die  Almighty  to  render  his  creature  man  for 
ever  happy,  appears  to  be  entirely  fruftrate4 
before  it  is  well  begun  to  be  executed,  an4 
a  delightful  and  noble  apparatus  for  that 
purpofe  defbroyed  or  rendered  ufelefs  almoft 
as  foon  as  prepared;  all  which  muft  have  been 
forefeen,  and  might  have  been  prevented,  by 
the  all-wife  and  omnipotent  Creator. 

And  now  concerning  this  defcription  of 
man  and  his  creation,  I  would  afk,  if  it  had 
been  given  by  a  Heathen  ox  Mahometan^  whe* 
ther  a  fenfible  chriftian  would  not  have  been 
>pt  to  exprefs  himfelf  in  the  following  man- 
ner ?  What  arrogance,  what  impiety,  what 
luciferian  pride  is  here  (hewn  in  reprefenting 
a  poor  defpicable  reptile,  formed  of  the  dud, 
gi)d  probably  the  lowed,  the  wickeded,  and 
fnod  unworthy  of  all  rational  beings  ^,  as 
fnade  ip  the  image  and  after  the  likeness 

OF  ^^ 

1  Reader !  be  not  difpleafed  at  this  true  defcription  of  \ 
the  human  fpecies :  if  thou  art  a  virtuous  and  a  pious 
man,  then  art  thou  as  a  lilly  among  thorns,  as  a  diamond 
among  rubbifli,  as  an  angel  among  men.  It  is  certain* 
that  a  worfe  chara£ler  is  not  here  given  of  man  than  the 
fcripture  gives:  fpr  the  fame  author,  who  hath  repre* 
fcnted  him  as  made  in  the  image  a^d  ^ftevl  thil 
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OF  Gob,  tbe  invifible,  incocnprehenfible, 
almighty  Creator  of  the  uaivcric  ?  Of  whom 
it  might  well  be  faid,  as  it  was  with  great 
ftrcngth  and  beauty  of  expreffion  by  Ifaiab^f 
**  To  whom  will  ye  liken  God  ?  \  or  what 
"  likenefs  will  ye  compare  unto  him  ?  Who 
**  hath  meafured  the  waters  in  the  hollow  of 
**  his  hand?  and  meted  out  heaven; with  a, 
*^  fpan,  and  comprehended  the  duft  of  the 
**  earth  in  a  meafure,  and  weighed  the  moun- 
^^  tains  in  fcales,  and  the^hills  in  a  balance? 
^^  Behold,  the  nations  are  as  a  drop  of  a  bucket^ 
*^  and  are  counted  as  the  fmall  duft  of  the 
*^  balance:  behold,  he  taketh  up  the  iiles  as 
^'  a  very  little  thing.  All  nations  before  him 
<<  are  as  nothing,  and  they  are  counted  to 
«*  him  lefs  than  nothing  ""." 

Notwithstanding 

LIKENESS  OF  GoD,  fays  alfo,  in  the  fixth  chapter  of 
the  fame  book,  {Genefis)  ''  God  faw,  that  the  wicked- 
*^  tiefs  of  man  was  great  in  the  earth,  and  that  every 
'^  imagination  of  the  thoughts  of  his  heart  was  only  evil 
*'  continually.  And  it  repented  the  Lord  that  he  had 
^*  made  man  on  the  earth,  and  it  grieved  him  at  his 
*^  heart."  But  if  it  be  faid,  that  the  firft  man  was  created 
innocent,  and  this  account  given  of  his  pofterity,  who 
were  all  born  after  his  fall ;  yet  pray  how  much  in  the 
likenefs  of  ah  all-wife,  omnipotent,  and  unchangeable 
God,  muft  a  poor  weak  wretched  creature  be,  who  in 
his  moft  perfeft  ftate  difobeyed  his  Maker,  and  know* 
ingly  incurped  fo  grievous  a  penalty  as  eternal  mifery 
for  himfelf  and  all  that  were  to  follow  him,  only  for  the 
fake  of  eating  perhaps  an  apple  or  a  fig  ? 
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Not  WITHSTANDING  the  glarioqs  and  m^ 
conceivable  majefty  of  the  Deity,  of  vikkh 
even  this  noble  and  fublime  defcriptlon  c^n 
give  us  bu(  a  very  imperjSe^  idea,  and  tha 
infini^  difparity  betw^n  Cod  and  man,  yet 
the  author  of  Genefis  hath,  left  it  fhould  not 
be  fuf^iently  obferved,  four  dines  in  the 
compafs  of  two  verfes,  repeated,  that  God  , 
created  inan  in  his  own  image  and  after  his 
likenefs ".     Does  this  favour  of  infpiration  ? 

If  a  writer  took  upon  him  to  give  an  ac- 
count of  the  creation  of  the  world,  concern-- 
jing  which  there  could  be  no  traditional  or 
hiftorical  knowledge,  ( for  certainly  man 
pould  not  tell  what  happened  before  he  had 

a  being) 

"  A  reverend  divine,  who  hath  taken  much  pains  to 
^indicate  this  ftrange  text,  after  producing  fome  ridicu- 
lous conceits  of  certain  ^<r^^  rabbies  concerning  it,  and 
filing  tts  his  own  opinion  wherein  thb  hkene&  of  GoJ 
and  man  confifts,  cites  an  exprefGon  of  onjb,  who  oried 
put  with  extaly,  Non  homo  fum^ fed  Dens ^  quoniamnaturi 
immorfalis  fum.  And  of  this  enormous  rant  our  divine 
fays,  *'  bold  as  the  exprefRon  was,  it  is  in  fadl  (under 
**  modcft  reftridJions)  not  far  from  the  truth/'  And  t 
little  lower  he  adds,  ^*  it  is  very  reafonable  to  fuppofe^ 
^*  that  the  departed  fouls  of  good  men  will  be  *  *  *  to 
**  all  eternity  approaching  ftill  nearer  the  glorious  per- 
*^  feSiops  of  the  Dieity,  till  perhaps,  in  procefs  of  time; 
^*  Man  will  ht  fpiritualized  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  to  excel 
**  in  dignity  the  higheft  order  of  created  Beings,  as  much 
f*  as  thofe  fons  of  glory  excel  man  in  his  prefent  dejc£ted 
•*  ftate.'*  The  Do^rine  of  endlefs  Torments  freely  and 
impartially  debated'^  ifc.  By  Jphn  Maud,  M.  A.  P'icar 
ffT St.  Ni^ots,  isc,  p.  17. 
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a  being)  or  if  men  undertook  to  foretel  future 
contingencies,  they  had  indeed  occafion  for 
divine  revelation:  neverthelefs,  might  not 
one  write  a  book  of  Genefis^  and  others  pre- 
tend to  prophecy,  without  being  divinely 
infpired  ? 

Before  we  take  leave  of  this  narrative  of 
the  creation  and  fall  of  man,  &r.  that  the 
reader  may  fee  it  has  not  been  here  treated 
more  freely  than  by  a  very  eminent  and  learned 
divine,  it  is  thought  proper  to  fubjoin  fome 
extracts  from  a  tranflation  of  the  Arcbaologia 
Fbihfopbica  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Burnet^  dedicated 
by  him  to  the  late  king  William.  Indeed  it 
refleds  great  difhonour  on  any  account  or 
iyAem  of  things,  whether  religious,  or  civil, 
or  philofophical,  if  they  will  not  bear  a  ibri<3;.  .^ 
and  free  examination;  and  whatever  fools, 
bigots,  or  hypocrites  may  fay  or  pretend,  it  is 
in  the  higheft  degree  fcandalous,  and  preju*. 
dicial  to  true  religion  and  the  interefl:  of  fo- 
ciety,  to  prevent,  or  even  difcourage  fuch 
examination ;  and  perfecution,  for  fo  bad  i 
purpofe,  is  dcftrudkive  of  that  liberty  which 
all  mankind  are  intitled  to,  and  confequently 
a  crime  of  the  mofl  malignant  nature. 

6u;t.  let  us  hear  this  excellent  author: 
"  Great,"  fays  he,  *^  is  the  force  of  cuftom 
"  and  a  pre-conceived  dpinion  over  human 
"minds.     Wherefore  thefe  fliort  obferva- 
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*^tion$  or  accounts  of  the  firfl:  original  of 
"  men  and  things^  which  we  receive  from 
^^  the  mouth  of  Mofes^  are  embraced  without 
*^  the  leafl:  demur  or  examination  of  them« 
**  But  had  we  read  the  fame  do£h-ine  in  an^ 
*'  other ;  for  example,  in  a  Greek  philofopher, 
^^  or  in  a  rabbinical  or  Mahometan  doctor  j 
'^  we  (hould  have  flopped  at  every  period 
^^  with  our  minds  full  of  objections  and 
«  fcruples  V 

— — ^"  What  if  an  evil  fpirit,  crafty  and 
^  knowing)  had  by  his  fubtlety  over-reached 
^*  a  poor  fUly  woman^  who  had  not  as  yet  feen 
^^  the  fun  either  rife  or  fet,  who  was  but 
^^  newly  come  off  the  mould,  and  wholly 
'^unexperienced  in  all  things?  Certainly  a 
*'  perfon  who  had  fo  great  a  price  fet  upon 
V  her  head,  as  the  falv^tion  of  mankind^ 

might  well  have  deferved  a  guard  of  angels. 

Ay,  but  perhaps,  you  will  fay,  the  woman 
"  ought  to 'have  taken  care  not  to  violate  a 
^*  law  efbblidied  upon  pain  of  death :  the 
^*  day  you  eat  thereof,  you  (hall  furely  diQ. 
*****  Die !  what  does  that  mean  ?  fays  the 
**  poor  ignorant  virgin,  who  as  yet  had  not 
**  feen  any  thing  dead,  no  itiot  fb  much  as  a 
«  flower  V'^ 

*•  Atx 

^  Pages  9  and  10  of  the  above-mentioned  Anhatio^ 
Philofophica.  f  Ibid*  p.  17. 
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"  All  thcfe  things,**  thot'hzppcncA 

between  the  creation  and  fell  of  man,  •*  arc 
^*  faid  to  have  been  tran^t^ed  in  one  day's 
•*•  time,  or  perhaps  but  in  half  a  day  '/'  »  <  ♦ 
**  And  that  very  fame  day  miftrefs  bride  be- 
f^4ng,  to  I  know  not  whait  intent^  plea(ed  to 
f^mmble  among  tW  gix^es  of  the  garden, 
^•chanced  to  meet  with  the  ferpent,  &i:** 
♦  *.  *  «  But  I  caflnot  bear  to  fee,  that  in  fo 
"  fliort  a  time  all  things  were  inverted  and 
^*  put  into  a  total  difi>rder;and  that  the  whole 
^*  frartie  of  nature,  which  had  been  bat  juft 
^*  no^  jcompofed  and  poliftied,  fhotrid,  before 
^<  tlic  firft  time^^f  the  fun's  fettirig,  fall  to 
^f  r»in  and  conlufion.  In  the  thwning  God 
?'  fe*d,  all  things  were  good;  and  iathe  cven- 
^  iog  of  the  fame  dajjr,  all  things  are  aecuried. 
V  Ahlsi  how  fleeting  and  unconftant  is  the 
*.*  I^y-of  thihgs  created !  A  work  that  was 
t^:^^1aborate.a€  to  hie  fix  days  ere  it  could 
ft"  lie' brought  to  perfedion,  and  that  by  an 
1*  idranfipotent  archrijea,  to  be  thus  ruined  by 
^^^t^leabeaft  V* 

'*-""-^  Really  it  feems  a  very  cruel  and 
5*  very  hard  tfemg,'  that  God  Should  be  faid 
^  to  have*  tormented,  nay,  and  ruined  man- 
"  kind  for  fo  fmall  a  fault,  and  that  too 
^<x>rtimittcd  through  the  levity  of  a  woman's 
"mind,   , Wherefore  feme  are,  of  opinion, 

'  '  l^  (whicb 

^  Hid.  p.  21.         5  Hid.  p.  22,  23* 


*«  (whkH  I  aril  hoc  much  aVerfe  to)  that  Mofes 
^  laid  fd  vaft  a  puni(hmerlt  on  fo  fmall'  1 
'^  <:i1me>  only  to  the  end  be  might  procure 
*'  the  gi*catcr  deference  fend  authority  to  his 
*'  own  laws,  nvhich  vften  decree  with  the 
•^  prateji  fe'Oerity  things  frfoohut,  and  in  their 
f^  cwn  nature  indifferent.  For  who  would 
**  riot  fear  to  violate  the  moft  petty,  iiK^nfi^ 
*^  derable  precept  that  C(»nes  in  the  namd  o( 
"  God,  if  the  eating  if  cne  forbidden  apfde 
**  could  bring  perdition  to  all  mankind*?'* 

TowaITds  ourHuthbrs  C6nclufion  of  fhls 
treatife,  ^be  fays,  /*  As  we  are  chriftians,  we 
**  worffiip  the*^  fupfenie  Deity,  a  God  of  the 
^  great?ft  power  and  goodnefs,  or,  as  h«.  is 
"  ufuaUy.  defined,  a  being  infinitely  p^HtllQu 
."  Now  can-! we  lay,  that  a  being  infiiwcdy 
*'  perfed  made  coats  of  fkins,  and  put;then 
^'  on  t)^  xnan  and  the  woman  ?  with  many 
y  other  things  :which  are  jxlated  cpncei^ninj 
^^  the  being  of .  infinite  perfection  in  that  col- 
ioquy  witji :  :irf^^/r,  the  ;woman,  and  the 
ferpent^  .  When  therefore  we  attrilmU.  oaf 
thing  tot^e^Ddty  which  is  unworthy  ofhim^ 
^^  not  inWjBrds  onlyy  but  really  as  to  the  matter 
'*  ^{f^f^  ^f  offend  again/i  the  dignity  of  the 
<<  Divine  Nature  x  wbichy  if  it  were  done  with 
^^  a  wicked  windy  "would  not  vnly  have  an  mr 

^g^  REPROACH,   ^Zrf.^3XASPHEMY'." 

^  Bir 

•  Hid.  f,  23>  tt4.  ^  Wxi\.  l^K 
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By  tbefe  few  extrads  from  this  treatife  of^ 
oar  worthy  and  pious  author^  particularly  the 
lafl:  paragraph)  his  fentiments  concerning  the 
Mojaic  account  of  the  original  of  men  and 
things,  fufficiently  appear.  Could  the  reve- 
rend Dodor  pofSbly  believe,,  that  a  book 
which  attributed  to  the  Deity  fo  many  things 
unworthy  of  him,  as  our  learned  divine  him« 
felf  plainly  infinuates  this  does,  was  written 
by  divine  infpiration  ? 


SECTION    V. 

ACCORDING  to  the  opinions  of  thofe 
eminent  divines  quoted  in  the  laft 
fedion,  there  are  many  parts  of  the  bible  in 
which  revelation  was  not  at  all  neceflary. 
B^elations  of  fadts  that  men  themfelves  had 
been  eye-witnefles  of,  or  fuch  as  they  might 
hear  from  others,  or  learn  by  tradition,  needed 
no  divine  revelation*  The  £une  may  be  faid 
of  giving  advice,  or  perfons  fignifying  their 
defire,  about  the  moil  common  and  tririal 
things :  as  when  Paul  advifes  Timothy  to 
drink  no  longer  water,  but  ufe  a  little  winfr 
for  his  ftomach's  fake  * ;  or  when  the  fame 
apoflle  defires  Ttmotby  to  bring  the  cloke  and 
parchments  with  hun  that  he  left  at  Troas  "  i 

furely 

«  I  Timothy  V,  2  J,       "^  z  Tmtfy  iv.  13. 
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iiirely  there  could  be  no  manner  of  occafion 
for  revelation  in  thefe  cafes.  Moreover,  to 
prove  evidently^  that  the  fcriptures  were  not 
all  given  forth  by  divine  revelation,  we  will 
appeal  to  the  fcriptures  themfelves.  Let  us 
hear  what  oi^e  of  the  mod  eminent  writers 
even  of  the  New  Teftament  frequently  de- 
claires.    V  '      ■ 

The  apoftle  Piful,  who,  as  he  fays  of  him-* 
felf,  '^  was  in  nothing  behind  the  very  chiefeft 
^^  apoftles""!'"  y^t  in  feveral  places  tells  us^ 
that  on  many  occafions  he  did  not  write  in 
his  epiftles,  which .  are  fome  of  the  moft 
efteemed  parts  of  the  fcriptures,  by  revela-: 
tiont  ^*  But  to  the  reft  fpeak  I,  not  the  Lord^ 
"  Now  concerning  virgins,  I  have  no  com- 
^^  mandment  of  the  Lord :  yet  I  give  my 
'^  judgment.  That  which  I  fpeak,  I  fpeak 
"  it  not  after  the  Lord,  but  as  it  were  fool- 
"  iftily.*'  Then  certainly  not  by  divine  re- 
velation. Again,  ^^  I  fpeak  after  the  manner 
•^  of  men."  On  which  St.  Jerom  obferves^ 
as  I  find  him  quoted  in  Dr.  MiddletQn\ 
works  %  "  that  he,  the  apoftlc,  makes  good 
"  what  he  fays,  and  by  his  low  and  vulgar 
*'  way  of  realbning,  might  give  pfFence  to 
«^  underftanding  men,  if  he  had  not  prefaced 
"  it  as  he  does,  by  fignifying,  that  he  was. 
<^  delivering   only  his  own  human  fenti« 

Bb  "mcnts.'' 

«  2  Cor.  xji.  It.  y  Vol.  IL  ^  ic)« . 
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^ments/'  And  the  fame  author  \nSamii 
03  from  Era/musy  that  <!airdinal  lAiga  was  Co 
hv  frdm  thinking  all  parts  of  fctipture  were 
written  by  divine  revelation^  that  he  treats  a 
pail&ge  ii>St.  Matthew^  ^^  v^  Httk  better  than 
^^  a  lie^  or  fucb  an  accoant  as  one  would  ex- 
**  pe^  fifotn  a  nian  in  hid  cups  '/^ 

By  the  foregoing  account  which  the  fcrip* 
tttres  give  of  themfe(ves»  we  feem  to  be  lin- 
iler  a  neceflitj  of  allowing,  that  all  parts  of 
thefe  writings  were  not  divinely  revealed: 
but  if  this  did  not  convince  us,  the  many 
and  palpable  inconiiftencles  in  feveral  places 
muft  put  this  matter  beyond  difpute^  •Tia 
true,  this  wiH  occafion  a  great,  and  it  may 
be  feared,  an  almoft  infuperable  <}iffi€uky  j 
whidi  is,  to  diftinguiih  what  parts  #ere,  and 
what  were  not  fo  revealed*  Probably  the 
apprehenfion  of  this  difficulty  hathcaufei^ 
many  divines  of  more  zeal  than  knowledge, 
or  more  art  than  honefty,  to  contend  fo  ear* 
aeflly  for  fucb  an  apparent  falfehood,  as  that 
every  vrord  of  the  bible  was  by  divine  infpi^ 
lotion.  Rit  let  what  difficulties  foever  arife, 
that  which  is  true  (hould  not  be  denied  or 
concealed/  In  mens  condudt  and  a^ons^ 
they  (hould  pay  efpecial  regard  to  confe- 
quences :  but  in  dlfputes,  or  fearching  after 
truths  which  ought  to  be  the  end  of  dl  dif- 
'^  '  putesj 


j)utes^  when  prcmifes  are  true,  let  confe- 
quences  aafwer  for  thqmfelve^«  As  in  truth 
there  can  be  no  contradidlions  or  abfurditieSi 
we  niay  be  certaiia  it  will  lead  ut  Into  nc^nit^ 
Let  us  therefore  boldly  follow  wherever  Qu^ 
condu6:s  us. 

That  the  fcctptuccs  theoi  were,  not  whoUj^ 
given  forth  by  divine  revelation,  is>  as  appears 
abovc^  not  only  conformable  to  the.  opinioa 
of  fotne  of  our  greateft  divines,  hut  alio  to 
thie.  teftimony  of  the  fcripturea  thi£mfqlve9# 
That  foQie  parts  of  diem  may  hxve  been 
^nltily  tranfcribed  or  printed,  wrong  tranfc 
lated,  interpK)lated,  taken  in  a  liteiaL  fenfd 
when  the  meaning  was  allegoriqal,  and  ii| 
many:  other  refpeds  mifiinderfbod,  feems  a^ 
true.  .  But  tliat  God  will  ever  a£t  contrary  ta 
his  eilfential  attributes»i$  abfolutely  impoiBble : 
and  what  can  be  more  contrary  to  thefe  than 
the  puniHiing  his  crbatures  witq  ETE&i^ 
NA&.  TORMKiYTs  I  Should  it  not  thorefort 
be  well  confideredi  whether  the  attempts 
to  prove  this  dodrine  ham  £ci;ipt;arc,  were 
thay  to  fuccecd,  would  not  tend  greatly  t^ 
weakcp,  if  not  totally  deilrc^  the  avtboiity 
of  fcv^>ture  ? 


Bb  s      SECTION 
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SECTION    VI. 

FOURTHLY,  'Tisfaid,  that  the  belief 
of  cverlaftmg  puhifhments  is  abfolotely 
neceilary  to  deter  men  from  being  wicked, 
and  alfo  part  of  the  foundation  of  religion, 
and  therefore  ought  on  no  account  to  be  dif* 
coiiraged.  But  as  we  hope  it  hath  already 
been  proved,  that  this  opinion  cannot  be 
true ;  if  it  {hall  alfo  appear  not  in  any  com- 
parifon  fb  ferviceable  to  prevent  vice  as  many 
imagine  or  pretend,  or  as  other  means  are, 
but  on  the  contrary,  in  divers  refpeda  very 
prejudicial,  and  a  foundation  for  a  bad  rdi* 
gion  only,  then  furely  it  ought  to  meet  with 
that  difcouragement  it  fo  well  deferves.  . 

Those  who  have  made  any  obfervations 
on  human  nature  muft  allow,  that  all  dangers 
or  evils,  however  great,  if  at  a  diftance,  lofe 
much  of  their  force  and  terrw:  whereas 
fmaller  dangers  or  evils  near  at  hand,  or  be* 
fore  our  eyes,  are  frequently  attended  with  a 
very  forcible  influence  and  effedt.  That  the 
fear  of  punifhments  of  this  laft  kind  operates 
ftrongly  in  deterring  men  from  wickednefi, 
and  the  apprehenfion  of  thofe  of  the  former 
very  feebly,  is  therefore  certain.  And  as  to 
iaults  which  are  not  punifhable  by  the  laws, 
cxt  not  men  much  more  generally  reflraioed 
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from  them  by  a  fegard  to  their  health,  to 
reputation,  to  decency,  and  other  prefent  and 
temporal  confiderations,  which  are  for  the 
moft  part  prefent  with  them,  than  by  the 
fear  of  future  and  eternal  mifery,  which  fel- 
dbm  fijids  a  place  in  their  thoughts  ? 

On  this  occafion  I  cannot  avoid  obferving, 
that  as  a  regard  to  reputation,  efpecially  among 
perfons  of  diflindion,  is  a  great  prefervative 
againft  indecent  and  vicious  adions,  how 
neceiStry  it  is  that  all  fuch  adjons  (hould 
be  conftantly  and  generally  efteemed  in  the 
higheft  degree  difreputable.  Did  gentlemen, 
efpecially  of  great  parts  and  high  rank,  but 
coniider  what  infinite  good  they  might  do 
by  rendering  virtue  amiable  and  fafhionable, 
and  vice  odious  and  fcandalous,  furely  there 
would  be  a  noble  emulation  among  them 
who  (hould  fucceed  bed  in  fo  excellent  and 
beneficial  a  fervice  to  mankind.  And  if  the 
ladies,  moft  remarkable  for  good  fenfe,  wit, 
and  politenefs,  would  regard  every  known 
bad  perfon  as  extremely  ill-bred  and  un- 
faftiionable,  this  couW  not  fail  of  being  at- 
tended with  all  imaginable  good  confe- 
quences :  it  would  not  only  be  introducing  a 
new  faftiion,  but  a  very  ufcful  and  valuable 
one  alfo. 

In  order  to  judge,  whether  the  fear  of 
future  and  eternal  punifliments  in.  the  next 

P  b  3         '^  \^^^^x 
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99orld,  or^  cf  thofc  vrhkfa  are  prefenti  l3u>^ 
lyut  temporary  in  this  world,  deter  men  moft 
cffedbu^Uy  from  wicked  anions,  let  us  fopr 
poie  the  former  fear  remained  and  was  tmU 
yerfal,  but  that  no  prefent  puniflmients  being 
inflidled,  the  latter  of  courfe  ceafed.  In  this 
cafe>  what  £sLt2il  confequences  muft  •enfeel 
The  earth  would  immediately  be  covered 
with  wickcdnefs,  as  the  waters  oove^r  the  ftt. 
The  weak  and  timorous  would  be  prefendy 
deflroyed  by  the  ftrong  and  the  daring,  whc^ 
would  foon  periih  by  one  another,  and  the 
world  in  a  ihort  time  be  by  this  meatis  dif- 
jpedpled.  But  fuppofing  the  former,  the  fear 
of  future  and  eternal  punifliments  ^cealed^ 
and  that  of  prefent  pu^<fli|iients,  wfaick 
were  duly^  Aridly,  and  univerfally  executed^ 
remained  in  fpU  foroe  ^  the  diifFerent  effibds 
between  the  dread,  of  prefent  puniihments, 
although  but  ti^mporal,  and  that  of  future^ 
t;iho'  eternal,  would  then  be  evident. 

As  i  further  proof  of  the  little  eflfe^  that 
the  fear  of  punifliments  in  a  future  ftate  hath 
pn  many  who  believe  them,-T-doth  not  daily 
cxperienqe  (hew  \is^  that  multitudes  of  the 
moft  flagitious  wretches  are  among  the  nuoir 
ber  of  fuch  believers  ? 

The  Portuguefe  are  generally  all.owed  tQ 
be  fome  of  the  greateft  bigots  upon  earth  to 
what  they  ^all  religion,  and  confcqu^ntly, 

the 


tfae  common  people  efpeckily,  are  far  from 
any  doubt  concerning  fatU^torments :  yet 
in  die  midft  of  the  late  xheadfiil  calamity! 
when,  from  the  univerfal  confufion,  bad  men 
thought  themfelves  in  little  or  no  danger 
of  prefent  juflice  overtaking  them,  they 
perpetmted  the  moft  horrid  and  exeaable 
crimes :  yet  no  fooner  were  feme  executed, 
than  the  terror  of  immediate  fuffering  pre- 
vented others  from  ppoceedingin  thole  wicked 
a)9aon$,  which  the  bdief  or  fear  of  future  and 
eternal  mifery  had  not  power  to  re(bain 
them  from  committing. 

Is  it  not  then  evident,  that  the  good  tffc&s 
of  this  dodrine  of  everlafting  punifhment^ 
are  few  and  precarious  ?  The  l^d  we  (hall 
prefently  fee  are  many  ^nd  certain. 

Su<:ii  a  belief  imprefles  the  mind  with 
falfe,  unworthy,  and  (hocking  opinions  of  the 
Deity:  it  greatly  imbitters  mens  lives,  and 
very  probably  tends  to  harden  iinners  and 
make  them  defperatc,  and  to  deter  men  from 
fcrioufi  and  religious  thoughts.  Nay,  it  is 
undoubtedly  a  great  caufe  of  athcifm :  for 
many  may  frippofe  it  much  more  eligible,  if 
not  more  rcafonable,  to  think  there  is  no 
God,  than  to  place  their  faith  in  one  who 
will  make  his  own  creatures  for  ever  mife- 
rable, 

Bb  4  U 
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In  refped  to  this  belief  being  part  t)f  tht 
foundation  of  religion;  it  may  be  fo  of  that 
Vrhich  is  falfe,  but  cannot  of  that  which  is 
true :  it  is  certainly  too  bad  a  foundation  to 
build  any  thing  good  upon. 

As  faith  in  God  is  the  bafis  of  religion^  fo 
the  belief  that  he  is  a  being  of  perfe^  good- 
pefs  muft  be  the  foundation  of  all  true  reli? 
gion :  for  were  he  an  evil  being,  it  would 
undoubtedly  be  in  vain  to  worihip  him ;  or, 
if  any  acceptable  worihip  could  be  invented, 
it  mufl  be  of  a  malignant  and  croel  kind, 
fuch  as  bloody  facrifices  or  the  like. 

^*The  Hpttentois  adore  an  evil  Deity, 
^*  whom  they  call  Touquoay  and  look  upon  him 
f  ^  as  the  father  of  mifchief,  and  th^  fource  of 

all  their  plagpes.    Upon  apy  apprehenfio^ 

of  danger  or  misfortune  they  coax  him 

with  the  offering  of  an  ox  or  a  iheep  5  and 
V  at  other  times  perform  divers  ceremonies 
5*  to  wheedle  and  keep  hiqa  quiet  %'* 

Many  of  the  ignorant  Indians  in  America^ 
who  imagine  that  two  great  fpirlts,  pn^ 
good  and  the  other  bad,  govern  the  world, 
worihip  the  latter  but  not  the  former,  and 
^fUgn  this  Teafon  why  they  do  fo :  the  good, 
fay  they,  cannot  hurt  us,  but  the  bad  wilK 
Thefe  poor  people  do  not  confider,  that  the 

iitmofl 

»  The  prefcnt  State  pf  t^  Cafe  of  Ggod-H^pe^  Vol*  L 
f.  104, 
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utdioft  (hey  can  poflibly  perform,  is  not  at 
all  likely  to  prevail  with  a  bad  fpirit,  of  fo 
much  power  and  without  controul,  not  to 
hurt  them ;  and  that  fuch  a  being,  who  mull: 
be  delighted  with  doing  mifchief  or  he 
would  not  do  it,  cannot  be  moved  with  pitjf 
or  conipafiion :  on  the  contrary,  he  will  laugh 
at  their  calamity,  and  mock  when  their  fear 
Cometh.  When  their  fear  com^th  as  de^ 
lation,  and  their  deflru<Sion  cometh  as  a 
whirlwind,  when  diflrefs  and  anguifli  cometh 
upon  them,  then  (hall  they  call  upon  hirn^ 
but  he  will  not  anfwen 

Can  a  good  and  true  religion  be  founded 
on  a  belief,  that  God  will  not  only  puniih 
multitudes  of  his  creatures  to  eternity,  Imt 
that  he  hath  rendered  it  almoft  impoffible 
for  them  to  ^fcape  being  thus  puni(hed?  Yet 
this  is  too  common  an  opinion,  and  as  many 
imagine,  is  grounded  on  divers  texts  of 
fcripture. 

A  MAN  may,  and  indeed  mufl,  be  in  the 
utmoft  fear  of  a  being  who  he  apprehends 
will  make  him  eternrally  miferable :  but  is  it 
pofljble,  that  he  ftiould  entertain  any  love, 
efteem,  and  reverence  for  fuch  a  one  ?  Nay, 
fpppofing  it  is  ip  the  power  of  this  being  to 
prevent  his  becoming  thus  miferable,  and  he 
doth  it  not, — can  he  even  then  have  any- 
fieri  vencratipn  for  him?  If  a  fon  believed  or 
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knew  that  his  father  wonld  pnnifh  him  viHk 
the  moil  extreme  torments,  or,  tho'  it  were 
in  his  power,  would  not  iave  him  from  fofiv* 
ing  them,  what  filial  refpecSt  or  reneratbn 
could  he  have  for  fuch  a  parent  ?  And  is  not 
God  much  more  intimately  related  to  bis 
creatunes,  than  an  earthly  parent  to  his  cfaii* 
dren?   And  may  not  creatures  reafonably 
liope  for  and  expeft  more  care  and  affcdfcion 
firom  their  Creator,  than  children  from  their 
parents  ?  And  is  it  not  mens  belief,  tktii  thejr 
are  under  the  protection  of  the  Deity,  and 
receive  from  him  all  the  good  things  they 
pofie&,  and  that  he  will  beftow  upon  them 
all  the  happindfs  they  Oiall  her^fter  eajoy^ 
which  is  the  foundation  of  true  religioh?  ^^ 
If  therefore  there  are  any  texts  of  fcri^ 
ture,  which  feem  to  threaten^  that  God,  wbo 
is  a  being  of  infinite  goodneft,  will  punifli 
men  with  everlafting  torments,  we  fhaU  ka¥6 
divines  to  fettle  the  point,  whether  fuch  paf* 
fages,  as  before-mentioned,  are  not  wrong 
franflated,    interpolated,    or  mifuoderftoodJ 
fiut  however  that  inay  be,  had  not  the  learned 
and  judicious  Dr.  Middleton  reafon  to  fay  ?. 
^*  It  is  a  principle  conftantly  laid  down  by 
?'  all  the  expofitors  of  facrcd  writ,  that  every 
**part  of  it  muft  be  expounded  in  fuch  a 
^  manner  as  to  render  it  confiftent  with  rea-? 
♦^  fon,  and  the  known  attributes  of  the  Deity  j 

3  ^j  and 
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^  and  whatever  Will  not  adoiit  of  that  itittv^ 
f^  pretation^  cannot  be  received  as  of  divine 
f^  ^utfiorjly.  If  this  be  trac/'  faith  thcfeme 
^thor^  *^  it  follows,  that  our  notion  of  God 
•*  and  his  attribntcs  h  not  to  be  drawn  ori- 
"  ginally  frorn  the  fcriptuits,  but  from  nature 
^*  and  reaJxjn,  preyioBfly  to  our  ftudy  of  fcrip- 
f*  lures,  which  pthcrwife  would  be  apt  to 
^  lead  us  into  dangerops  errors  ^'' 

Pangerous  errors  indeed !  For  the  wan( 
pi  obferving  this  rnle^  of  drawing  our  fentir 
ypents  of  God  and  his  attributes  fttm  nature 
and  reafon^  and  not  originally  from  the  fcrlp* 
|;ures,  has  been  ope  principal  cau^  of  o^r 
fiferil»ng  the  human  pai^ons,  and  even  the 
worilofihem,  fuch  as  anger,  jealoufy,  ha- 
tred, revenge,  &c.  to  the  Deity.  Thefe 
paiBons  the  fcriptures  in  a  multitude  of 
jplaces  have  afcribed  to  him,  "  with  whom/* 
they  have  alfo  told  us,  and  truly  told  us,  that 
jthere  "  is  no  variablenefs,  neither  (hadow  q( 
ff  turning  \'' 

DiJ)  not  men  entertain  unreafonable  and 
abfiifd  opinions  of  God,  they  would  not  ima- 
gine him  to  be  cruel ;  and  did  they  npt.fup^ 
pofe  him  to  be  cruel<^  they  could  not  believe 
fie  would  puniih  them  vvith  eternal  torments^ 

or 

^  Pr.  MiddleiorCs  works,  vol,  II,  p.  1 2%. 
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or  even  fufFer  the  works  of  his  hands  to  be 

for  ever  mifcrablc  *. 

To  avoid  the  force  of  this  argument,  fome 
advocates  for  the  doArine  of  eternal  damna-^ 
tion  fay,  that  everlasting  misery  is  not 
an  arbitrary  punishment  by  God,  but  a  na- 
tural confequence  of  fin,  and  agreeable  to  the 

nature 

*  A  zealous  advocate  for  this  dofbine  of  Endlels 
Torments,  before  quoted,  tells  us,  **  that  the  inhabi* 
<<  tants  of  the  old  world  even  forced  the  Almighty, 
^*.  in  vindication  of  his  juftice,  to  cut  them  utterly  off 
^'  from  the  face  of  the  earth.  They  bad,  by  fucb  loi^ 
^  repeated  abominations,  reduced  heaven  to^  this 
*<  UNAVOIDABLE  DILEMMA,  either  of  Contending  with 
^*  them  by  threatnings  and  punifkments,  even  to  eter* 
^^  nity,  bad  he  continued  them  upon  earth;  or  die  de« 
'^^firoying  them  utterly  out  of  this  world,  and  fhiftii^ 
^<  the  fcene  of  thofe  torments  to  the  land  of  eternal 
*^  HORROR."  And  in  another  place  he  fays,  that  Whe- 
ther the  number  of  finners  who  fall  under  the  fentence 
of  ETERNAL  MISERY  <<  be  greater  or  lefs,  it  does  not, 
'  *^  as  is  pretended,  at  9II  impeach  the  goodnefs  of  God, 
*'  becaufe  it  is  a  punifliment  which  the  obje£b  of  it  eveii 
*^  FORCED  divine  judice  to  infli£t,  and  wilfully  called 
**  down  upon  themfelves,  in  fpite  of  every  merciful  me- 
^^  thod  of  convidion  a  thoufand  times  repeated.  And  I 
"  doubt  not,"  fays  our  author,  *<  bqt  the  obje^  of  thi| 
<*  puniihment  will  fully  difcover  its  equitablenefs,  ^c- 
**  knowledge  God's  juftice  in  this  affair,  and  even  thank 
^^  THE  Almighty  that  it  was  not,  as  to  its  kind  and 
^<  DECREE,  of  a  more  dreadful  nature."  Yet,  of  thefe 
torments  be  tells  us,  ^'  that  in  duration  they  will  be  end- 
"  lefs,  and  in  degree  infinitely  great.*'  Tke 
Do^rine  of  enilifs  Torments  freely  and  impartially  debatedj 
be.  By  Jphn  Maud,  M.  A.  Vicar  of  St.  Ncots,  ^c. 
p.  iio,  398  and  4x2. 
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nature  and  fitneTs  of  things.  Is  it  indeed  I 
Pray,  gentlemen,  who  told  yoa  fo}  How 
came  you  to  know  this  ?  You  will  be  iadly 
puzzled  to  make  it  out  by  icripturei  and^ 
mod  certainly,  reason  did  not  teach  it  you«r 
On  this  fubjed  let  me  afk  a  queilion :  How 
could  it  confift  with  the  goodnefs  and  wifdom 
of  God,  to  form  a  creature  who  he  knew 
would  ad:  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  according 

TO  THE  NATURE  AND  FitNESS  OF  THINGS, 

he  mud  be  everlastingly  miferable  ?  As 
the  univerfe  is  created  and  governed  by  a 
being  of  infinite  power,  wifdom,  and  good- 
nefs, all  things  muil  finally  and  on  the  whole 
be  for  the  beft:  but  is  it  finally  and  on  the 
whole  for  the  beft,  that  any  of  his  creatures 
(hould  be  for  ever  tormented  ? 

Indeed,  were  the  generality  of  finners  and 
unbelievers  to  fuffer  everlafling  torments, 
what  an  inconceivable  and  inexpreflible  fcene 
of  mifery  would  the  human  part  of  God's 
creation  exhibit  1  Millions  of  millions,  num- 
bers beyond  conception,  of  his  creatures, 
fufFering^  as  hath  betn  faid  by  an  author 
already  quoted,  '^  punifhment  without  pity, 
'*  mifery  without  any  mercy,  forrow  without 
<<  fuccour,  malice  without  meafure,  torment 
^*  without  eafc  *,*'  and  to  all  eternity.    Hard 

then 

*  See  this  paiTage  at  length  in  page  98,  (^c»  in  the 
EShy  of  Religious  Cruelty,  and  ftom^^ttv<^t  ti«ti» 
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ibca  would  the  lot  of  poor  man  be!  Here 
kts  da^s  arc  few  and  full  of  fenow,  aod» 
according  to  fbme  mens  opkuons,  lie  ftaan 
QDoeffitated  to  come  into  this  wi^ld  &r  Iktk 
^Uc  but  to  be  dankned  in  the  next;  wbo^ 
ftjr  they,  be  is  compdled  ft>  live  for  eier, 
ihat  be  may  be  for  eyer  miienble« 

Ip  this  was  the  deplorable  conditiQn  of  our 
fyfda^  woold  not  MiUm  have  had  gimtrea^ 
fon  to  reprefent  the  firft  nun,  jddam^  thus 
czpoftolating  with  bis  Creator  ? 

Did  1  requefi  tbee^  Makers  from  my  chy 
70mouUmeman?  Did  I  foUctt  tbee 
Prom  darhiefi  uprtmiete  me?  *  «  «  •  ♦ 

Gmeurr^d  not  to  my  beings  *twere  hit  right 
And  equal  J  to  reJbue  me  to  my  duji^ 
Defirott$  to  rejgn  and  render  back 
jftt  1  receivdi  unable  to  perform 
llh^  terms  too  bard,  by  which  I  was  to  hold 
The  good  Ifiught  not.    To  the  lofs  ofthai^ 
Sufficient  penally  I  why  hajl  thou  added 
Thefenfe  ofendkfs  woes  ?  Inexpticable 
Tfyjujicefeems'.***  ***** 

Inexplicable  indeed,  were  this  the  cafe. 
But  we  hope  it  has  been  evidently  made  to 
appear, 

First,  That  the  juftice  and  glory  of  God 
are  fo  far  from  requiring  he  (hould  puniih 

finners 
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finners  abd  unbelievers  witheternal  tonnents^ 
that  fuch  punifhments  would  be  dircdly 
cobtrary  to  both. 

Secondly,  That  notwithftandiag  very 
great  men,  divines  efpecially,  may  hav^ 
taught  this  dodrine,  yet  it  is  highly  probable 
many  oif  theie  have  not  believed  it  them<* 
felves,  but  inculcated  this  opinion  for  fome 
particu  W  purpofes ;  and  if  they  had  believed 
it,  that  for  very  great  peribns  to  be  nuftakcn 
is  not  at  all  unufuaL  .... 

Thirdly,  That  learned  men  do  not  agrees 
whether  theie  punifhments  are'  denounced 
by  fcripture  or  riot:  and  if  fonxe  paflage* 
(hould  feem  very  much  to  favour  the  opinJon 
that  they  are,  yet  as  divers  parts  of  fcripture 
were  certainly  not  given  forth  by  divine  in- 
fpiration,  and  others,  according  to  the  apoftic 
Peter  y  "  are  bar  J  to  be  under/hod-,^'  fuch 
paflages  may  be  juflly  included  among  one 
or  other  of  thofe^  and  confequently  not  of 
fufficient  authority  in  this  point:  and  indeed^ 
that  no  authority  can  be  fufficient  to  cotn^ 
mand  our  aflcnt  to  what  is  contrary  to  the 
effential  attributes  of  the  Deity  *. 

Fourthly, 


If  any  Joftrine  is  cither  mediately  or  ii 
diately  contrary  to  the  moral  attributes  of  God,  the  con- 
fequcncc  isp  dial  fiich  dodrine  cannot  be  true ;  nor  caqi 
aoy  e\id«n8e  (np  not  miracles  tbcmfelves)  prove,  that 

(uck 
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.  Fourthly^  It  feems  evident,  that  thii 
belief  is  jiot  fo  neceflary  or  elFedual  as  is 
commonly  thought,  to  deter  men  from  being 
wicked}  and  that  a  dodtrine  fo  contrary  to  the 
divine  goodnefs  cannot  be  any  part  of  the 
foundation  of  a  liberal  and  a  true  religion, 
although  it  may  of  a  (lavifh  and  a  falfe  one  $ 
that  it  is  attended  with  many  very  bad  con- 
fequences,  particularly  imbittering  mens  lives, 
creating  in  their  minds  impious  opinions  of 
the  Deity,  or  rendering  them  atheifts. 

Certainly,  if  we  believe  the  world  was 
created  and  is  governed  by  a  being  of  infinite 
power,  wlfdom,  and  goodnefs,  we  muft  allow, 
that  all  abfolute  evil  is  necef&rily  excluded 
from  the  univerfe  ^  and  doubtlefs  eternal  mi- 
fery  would  be  an  evil  of  this  kind. 

A  QjuESTiON  may  here  arife :  Do  we  not 
all  experience  many  evils  both  phyiical  and 
moral  ?  We  do  indeed !  And  this  occalioned 
fome  perfons  to  imagine,  tho'  weakly,  that 
the  world  was  created  and  is  governed  by 
two  beings,  one  good  and  the  other  bad: 
gnd  according  to  a  common  opinion  among 
the  greater  part  of  chriftians,  who  in  words 
difclaim  this  dodrine,  the  world  feems  di* 
vided,  tho*  very  unequally,  between  two  fudi 
powers :  I  fay  unequally  ^  for  by  the  number 

of 

fuch  a  notion  cm  come  from  God.  Tbe  Scriphtn  Dk^ 
trint  rf  tbt  RiimpHmh  CsTi.  fjr.A.  A.  Sjfars,  D.  D« 
C.  /.  p.  j;« 


^  vfkixd  perfohs  fo  viaiHy  exteedk%  the 
goodi  it  ap{)oai6>  if  this  opinion  be  tnke,  ditt 
4iie  devil  has  beyond  cocflpariibfi  die  grdatet 
|Mkt  of  liiadcind  under  his  donunioD«  Bat 
^is  only  by  the  way. 

.  SiNtes  the  «xiAence  of  evil,  phyitoal  ts 
v^di  i»  fooral,  although  but  temporary  in 
this  tvorldj  hath  greatly  puzzled  the  wiftft 
find  tAUA  learned  tt^cn  to  recoticUe  with  ibo 
ttniverfe  .being  created  and  governed  by  a 
Deity  of  infinite  Wifdoniy  power »  and  good«» 
ne&s  how  totally  kreconcileable  vi^itfa  the 
tiniverfd  being  fo  created  and  gov^ned  would 
il  be>.  VTiore  abfolute  and  everlsdHfig  evil  to 
exift  in  (he  other  World  ? 

A*  God  is  infinitely  powerful,  he  could, 
if  he  had  ib  pleafed,  have  prevented  all  evili 
as  he  is  p^eAIy  good,  he  certainly  will  not 
permit,  much  lefs  caufe  or  inflid,  any  evil 
which  is  not  ultimately  produdtive  of  good ; 
but  etertaal  mifery  or  torment,  which  is  ua« 
doubtedly  the  grcateft  of  evils,  cannot  be  nU 
tknately  pn^u&ive  of  good  ^  therefore  eer^' 
tainly  G6d  will  not  dUife,  or  inflid,  or  even 
iiifier  it.  Everlafiing  mifery  caiii  indeed  no 
more  produce  good,  than  everlafting  darknefii 
can  produce  light.  In  regard  to  temporary, 
phyfical  evils,  wd  oiay  fuppofe  they  will  end 
in  good ;  and  this  perhaps  is  the  only  fup*^ 

C  c  pofition 
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pofition  which  w31  recondle  their  cxiftcnce 
with  the  perfed  goodnefi  of  God. 

I F  any  flxxild  inquire^  how  evil  can  pro- 
duce good  ?  it  muft  be  acknowledged,  tfatt 
this  is  an  exceeding  difEcalt  cpieftion  to 
anfwer  fiilly  and  fatisfadbrily  in  all  caies: 
however,  many  inftances  of  it  are  obvioos. 
'Tis  an  evil  to  cut  off  a  limb  from  a  living 
man ;  but  if  this  be  done  to  prelerve  life,  it  is 
coniequentially  good.  Pain  and  fickneis  9K 
evils ;  but  if,  as  many  think,  cooflant  health 
and  unintemipted  eafe  do  not  afford  fo  great 
a  degree  of  pleafure,  as  a  return  of  health 
*<after  fickneft,  or  of  eafe  after  pain,  then  thefe 
evils  produce  good.  Befides,  they  may  be  of 
fervice  in  weaning  men  from  this  world,  and 
in  caufing  them  to  leave  it  with  willingnefs 
inftead  of  regret.  Nay,  dea(h  itfelf,  com- 
monly efleemed  the  greateft  of  temporal  evils, 
if  it  be  the  entrance  of  a  better  life,  is  a  moft 
fubftantial  good ;  biit  if  of  eternal  mifery,  1s 
then  a  real  and  terrible  evil. 

These  indeed  are  inftances  only  of  phyfi- 
eal  evil  producing  good:  how  moral  evil  can 
be  any  way  beneficial,  the  writer  of  this  Eflay 
acknowledges  himfelf  ignorant :  but,  as  man 
is  formed  and  circumftanced,  moral  evil 
feems  inevitable;  and  if  it  be  really  fo,  this 
18  a  very  ftrong  rcafon  why  God  will  pardon 

it. 
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it.  The  well-knawn  and  good-'natared  opU 
nion  of  OrigenvrBS^  that  not  only  bad  meni 
btit  even  devils  Should  be  finally  happy. 


J •  •  • ;  • 


SECTION  vn. 

AFTER  all,  fpme  niay  afk,rr-Are  the 
good  and  the  bad  to  &re  alike  in  a 
future  ftate  ?  Before  this  query  is  anfwered, 
a  previous  qu6(tion  may  be  neceilary  :  Is  it 
not  poHible,  nay,  is  it  not  highly  probable^ 
that  the  good  only  will  arrive  at  a  future 
Hate  ?  One  of  the  beft  writers  of  our  nation, 
and  perhaps  of  any  other,  feems  at  leaft 
much  inclined  to  this  opinion. 

Mr.  Locie^  in  his  treatife  intitled  Tie  Rea^ 
fonablenefs  of  Cbrijiianity^  &c.  fcts  out  with 
endeavouring  to  prove,  that  the  penalty  in^ 
curred  by  jidam  and  his  poAerity,  on  account 
of  the  fin  he  committed,  was  not,  as  fonie 
will  have  it,  a  (late  of  endlefs  torments  iu 
hell-fire,  but  death  literally  fpeaking.  "  It 
•*  feems/'  fays  this  author,  "  a  ftrange  way 
'^  of  underftanding  a  law,  which  requires  the 
*'  plained:  and  diredtefi:  words,  that  by  death 
^^  (hould  be  meant  eternal  life  in  mifery. 
*'  Cpuld  any  one  be  fuppofed  by  a  law  that 
^*  iays,  For  felony  thou  (halt  die,  not  that  he 

C  c  a  ^c^si^ 
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<5  fisiOoM  loSi  iu8  life,  tot  be  kept  dth^e  in 
perpfiMaji jeaqutfite  torneots  ?  Andwi^^ 
any  ope!  think  hkaSdi  fairly  A^tk  mA^ 
*'  that  was  fo  ufed  ^  ?'*  Again,  "  I  muft 
-^-cenlbfe-hy -death  Jbere  1  jcan  nnderftaod 
*^  nothing  but  a  ceaiing  to  be  ^"  And  a 
little  furt^r^ie  (kys,  ^^Inin^crtality  and  blifs 
*^  belong  to  the  righteous ;  but  an  exclufion 
^*  from  Patadife  and  a  i.6ss  of  immoR' 
^  trAUTS*  is  4he  pordon  of  finners  \'V 
<  Thb  fcrjpittttttfi  do  in  many  places  finrour 
this  opioi^i^^tdeath^iitecallyfpeaking,  and 
«ot  etertjai  mifeiry,  ds  the  poation  of  fiimers  c 
4)ttt  as  we  mu^  acknowledge,  that  tfaele 
(Writings  do  alio  in  other  places  feem  to  a£Eeit 
tihe  contrai^,  their  authority  tberdfore  wiU 
not,  on  this  occafion,  be  pleaded. 

How£V£R»  we  fball  endeavour  to  ibew, 
if  the  apofUe  Paul  meant,  by  God's  nUking 
•one  ve&l  unto  honour  and  another  unto 
jdi&onour^  .not  that  one  man  was  defigned 
imly  for  ever  lading  ii£p .  and  happinefs,  and 
another  for  death,  but.  that  one  was  made 
:&>r  eternal  blifs,  and  another  for  eternal  nu- 
yfery  ;  St.  Paul  would  in  that  cafe  appeiv  t9 
Jiave  given  a  moft  flioc^ing  account  pf  the 
J>eity  and  hi^  dealings  with  liis  creature 
.man. .  Might  not  man  the«»  in  the  words 
.the  apoAle  puts  in  to.  his  mouth,  witb.jgreat 
i.  fenoA 


rtsSoBi'&Y t6  JiSe-:  C^ieator  ?  «  Why  dotl^  he* 
<<(^findlautf^ 'For  who  Iia(h  «e^ed  hiji^ 
<<:ilHttir  And  vfhat  foltttioa  oCvthb^  di^ 
caAtjfllQt  mhai^  fy&k&ion  oF.confoladont 
vnMfcldr:  itr  be  t(>)  fey  ?  "  Nay  bu|t,c.;0  Bbsm^i 
*\Mhp  drt'tbbtt  tha^  replieft  ag^OftGod'?. 
*SSh»ii:  llie  tbiftg:  49rai«4  %  |(>  him  thal> 

¥i»,  .nisrdottb^  iifr  h«  i^m»dt  $01  ^c  eternally^ 
ii»6i(ablii>  he.  ha^'gr^tri;eafei9  to  ai|i|v  WHV  f: 
Atid:prhj>,  whnO^sfa^^^iU.  jbo  noedvO) 
by  thfrapdftle'^othA  (jOeftjctfji?;  •>  il»di  W>^ 
'f-.thfi.pftttiflt  pewV(l9V9(}  tlko.-f^i^o^  the  &qm^ 

*f  ^poifer  ^u»«?  ^  4^feono^l^^'^;  Ijf»4aub8s41jfc 

h4 Jhalih  r  aocl  ;ilQ  iit§UBy  is  dctnDiti^ jBhe  i;to3f!3t 
£Mi'tfefigfufi«4  nothing  (q  the  i^fe^lJAgi,  inn 
fenfible  clay  what  is  done  with  .H,i  .itcit^,^, 
^a&iy>  fpiafeirigi;  Jscpafe:  Foffx^  iriprs^  or:  the 
dther  le^  hbnpbEajU^.  '  But  furely'  this  ^an-' 
abffbe  iaid  o£ rAaix } if  t^ the  vefTclof hon<^ 
is  meant  ft  ftr(on  d^fighed  for;:  apd<:  ^  wjoy; 
ev^laftiqg!  happtnefs' ;;  and  bjjthe  vei^  of 
diflionour  one  defigned  fpf >  and' :  .(o  $iffei: 
eyorlftfi^g:  itiifeiry.  ,  What  a  fio^Uew :  in  thil 
&j^y  would  here  be  of  the  potjof  .wd  ]bU 
clay^  and  xxan,  and  hi^  maker  f.  Might  i| 
W)«^,  were  .  thh  tht  cafe,  be  trti^y^  fei4>.-.  itf^at 
Botbing  is  lefr  lifce^  the  £ubjc<ft  wtpodCKj^  to 
bcilltiftrated'than  iuch a  limne.    Ifj.as  foiBf 

C  c  3  bav? 


have  fuppofed,  the  apoflie  really  iAtended  laf\^ 
vefTels  olF  diflionoor,  and  ^  vdlels  <^  wrtKfa; 
men  that  were  created  by  Oed  to  be  eternally  * 
mifeiable,  he  certainly  had  the  greateii  rdt^> 
ion  here  to  have  faid,  as  he  ^did  fay  in  another 
place  before  cited,  "  That  which  I  fpcak, 
<'  I  fpeak  it  not  aft^  the  Lord^  but*  as  it 
«  wfcrc  fo^Mhly  I**  for  furely  the  Lord  nevtf' 
taught, ^t  he  iktu^d  htM  theirs  nay,  .fy^ 
the  greatefC  part  ofimaiikini^i  to  maki^them' 
everlaftingiy  miferiablei^  rtehh^ 
wife  in  any  one  to  fay  ib;''  But  if  nothing' 
more  was  deOgnecl  by^the  ape^le  fSifaft  to' 
&ew,  that  fome  men  v»tftf  formed  to  di«4nd 
abiblutely  ceafe  to  be ;  ahdofhers,  tho' akb' 
to  die,  ^iddld -nevertheleis  rife  iagam  td  p!ei>i 

petual  happii^fs;  this  would  greatly  alter  tho^ 
oafe.    And,    • 

If  we  fuppofe  this  to  be  the  diftindion 
between  the  good  and  the  bad,  the  wife  and 
the  iin wife,  will  not  their  ftates  be  vaftly 
different  ?  Will  not  the  litter  be  fufficiently^ 
puniihed,  and  yet  without  cruelty,  by  the 
lofs  of  immortality  and  eternal  happiness  ?- 
I  fay  without  cruelty  5  for  if  when  men  <iic 
they  ceafc  to  be,  they  are  then  no  more  mi^ 
fcrablc  than  before  they  had  a  being. 

But  this,  it  toay  be  faid, '  is  all  conjecture. 
•—Very  true:  and  what  more  than  conje&urc 
jCan  be  expedted  on  a  fubje(3;  which  will  not 

adjjii^ 
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admk  of  certainty,  and  we  have  no  reat 
knowledge  concerning  it?  Bot,  pray,  is  not 
^s  a  conJeSure  beyond  all  comparifon  more' 
reafonaft)le,  than  to  fuppofe  a  being  of  infi- 
nite GOODNESS  panilhing  his  creatures  with* 

INFINITE  TORMENTS  ? 

And  perhaps,  after  all,  fbme  mens  ceafing 
to  be  fatty  fK>t,  ftridly  and  properly  fpeaking, 
be  fo  much  a  puniihrnen^  as  what  nature 
hath  ful^c£fed  them  to. 

InX)Eej9^  if  we  take  a  view  of  the  bulk  q( 
msOikind,  their  behaviour,  diverfions,  and 
employments;!  how  little  do  they  appear  like 
IMMORTAL  BEINGS  ? 

Travellers  give  accounts  of  many  na- 
tions, who  (hew  but  few  figns  of  knowledge 
beyond  feverai  kinds  of  the  mere  bnite  crea-^ 
tion :  the  principal  difference  between  them 
is  of  (hape,  and  that  perhaps  not  always  to 
the  advantage  of  the  former  \  and  fpccch, 
which  among  feme  of  them,  particularly 
the  Hottentots^  is  extremely  defcftive.  The 
common  employnient  of  many  of  thcfe 
IMMORTAL  CREATURES  is  to  deftroy 
one  another,  to  which  fomc  of  them  arc 

C  c  4  incited 

>  In  the  opinion  of  a  late  reverend  and  celebrated 
author,  one  fpecies  of  brutes,  at  leaft,  hath  much  the  ad- 
vantage in  this  refpefl:,  and  in'moft  other  rcfpeifts  alio. 
See  the  account  of  horfes  in  Gulliver'%  Travels,  and  how 
much  fuperior  to  Taboos  they  are  there  reprefcnted. 


iqcite4  both,  by  malipe  and  huffgjcr  y  fqf;  iMt 
fisoo^  h^ye  d)ey  gratifi^  tjici  .fi^nMC  % 
i^ieddiog  die  blood  of  one  of  t;I^V.  owq, 
fpeqe^,  thiui  t^cy  fatisfy  thp  l^t^r.  blF  feed-^ 

Jpg  Qahi^  car^afc,     i    ;. 

But  we  need  not  isvfih  diJ^fX^  {x^ts  of 
tbe-wocld-  to  dlfpover:  brutes,  in  huffiu^,  f^t^^ 
nor.  es^end  our  inquUy  ^ftec  ;t}ie^  if^:%'  9A 
tiie,C^  2/5"  QoodnS^e^^  to ^^c^:.^^ot9 

'  there ;  let  us  oqly  caft  o^f  f(yqs.i95i,.jp}^  io^ 

ihjB  wipmptt  people  among  .Qji|rf<^sq^ .  |he 
WfUento^y^X  home,  behold  wh«i|t'viif(^((^bi^ 
jjuj»i(J,  jplifchievoiis,  wicked:  aiHfljgjf/ijiwaT 

t>ers  of  them  are,  a|i|i  if^hat  i|f^  .f^ijlQy^ 
^ent$,  ap.d  diverHons  ^e<}uepll}r,  (^c^(t  in : 
for  the  moft  part  how  ttiijij^joij ,.y^e. th«, 
former,  bow  favag^  and  <prupl,.Jtlji  )^$ftj^. 
When  numbers  of  t^  vulgar  5,et..J:pgetber. 
fpr  their  diverfionv  or  on  a^ny  othe^  ap^oupt), 
and  are  without  awe  ox  controul^  dp  bift  at- 
tend to  their  behaviour,  the  fuhje(3Ls  of  theif. 
difcourfe,   and  their  wife  reflcdion&p      Or 
whoever  has  been  prefent  with  five  oj:  fijf 
hundred  or  a  thpufand  fuch  creatures  in  a 
(hip  of  war,  and  obferved  tjieir.  demeanor, 
apd  heard  their  ribaldry,  their  oaths,  curfes, 
gnd  blafpheaiy,    and   the  confufed  din  of 
noife  and  nonfenfe  among  them,  will  have 
had  a  ^Qe  opportunity  of  QJDferving  how 


iDHcb  like  imoaoctal  ociatHr^ft  i^«y  vffmt- 
axtd  behave 

HowEvfiRf  that  VR^  maj'  b«.  ioipv^^ 
and  not  iuppoie  g^eat  part  of:  the  Iqwcp; 
daisr.of  peqpla  only  fQ«m.  littlpirukedriw  %j 
ftate  c^  'vmnprtaility,,  let  us  oft;  our  (^feoi 
on  the  higher  ordnt  c£  pasaHsiadt  ^rwf^  ^9 

How  do  the  genemlil|)5«^kiQgfra)illi^9CB^ 
feens:  fitted  ior  this^  4«|p?  What  Q«rJc9/of 
time  wH3QQi»p»idene6,-vi8tae»  aod  gppdqci^- 
appear  iQ  moft  Qj?  tbcra  ?  Andhoim^arertba^ 

cq)plp]^c4?  Thgfci  who  4p  'not  i^^ilkm^ 
felvaup^  vitthek  fti^l^'^^.^  p^bcw^  wli«» 
flwy  ai:ie  CQgwmMfiy  ii9in«rftd  M  bruttti:  j^ka^* 
fvces,  ate  piriofiipaUjn  ^^l^tod  ii^^ttlyy.  aoiL 
e«pj|f9jfe4  io>  tbe  iffim/BAofir,  o£:  tMi  qwi^ 
Ji)eG»eft)  aa4  by  this-  difi^.  !hq>«  to :  fsfm^ttar- 

)ize  their  narafif :— ^foanjr  QjT  l;iieia<  )^e  in*; 
deed,  perpetuate^,  tfeeir  jnf^my>  jA^sJier.t^e 
next  nnlls  of  men^the  DainiilecsQf  tjti^lbin^fn) 
r^heiec^ieJfQasjpatipn,,  bejfid^^  tl^etgsstitl^ear: 
tioaof  their  ifttCxud  appetites,  is  to.  cicum- 
vent, fttpplaot;  .aodi  de^y  one  atxpth^r.by 
cabals  and.iotcigues ;.  or  to  aid  and- a^fift.their: 
nafljirs  iri  tyranei^iag  over,  and-^pitlagiogj 
their  fubjc^}  oc ifi  carrying  deftrn^n :mt&\ 
ochor  ciounb:ic5..  The  principal  empjojumeat; 
oi  numbers.  o£  nobility  and  gentry,  and  otherst 
pf  aijlufint  fi^tune?,  is,  to  eat  and  drink  and 

^riCc 
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rS^B  i9p>  or  perhaps  rsnther  fit  down,  to  play. 
Cards  and  dice,  rioting  and  wantottnefs,  are 
their  delight,  their  enjoyment^  and  the  chief 
bufinefs  oJF  thfeir  lives.  View  thccn  in  their 
^gembiies,  their  rdtlts,  and  their  mafque- 
ndcs,  and  &e  ho#  mtich  like  IMMORTAL 
BEINGS  thejr  appisar-  and  ad,  and  whit 
ibon^  fi^oatures  of  immortality  and  t^ternal ' 
li&  arelimpre^  iipim  them. 

-W£RB  a  fuperior  liemg,  capable  of  difco^ 
^leiing'tiie -thoughts ^aiidintendohs  of  ihehs- 
hjcaksj^'oi'  tather -the' wild  imaginations  and' 
fandfla  df^  their  bra^s, '  and  taking  in^  aH  the 
▼ariMft  4lNinra£tibflr  6f  mankind  at  one- vievr, 
to  iMlibld'  lis,  vfhkt  -z--  fcene  of  fblty>  RM<)ne£i, 
and  wiekedneft  wbiild  be  difplayed  to  him  ?- 
And  how  much  like  heirs  of  iitamdrtaUty' 
sndeteraidlif^  woiuld  far  the  greater  part  of 
mankhid  appear  to  fiich  a  being  ?  • 

Here  he  would  fee  foino  planting, men, 
others  in  a  moft  crud-  manner  deftroying^- 
not  fingle  peribns  only,  but  whole  armies 
and  nations  alfo,  and  making  this  their  diver-p 
fion  or  employment.  Here  he  would  be* 
hold  unbounded  licentioufnefs  attended  with 
exceiiive  mirth  and  jollity,  riot  and  wanton* 
nefs*:  there,  the  moft  grievous  c^prefllon  and 
tyranny  in  fome,  and  in  others  the  deepeft 
forrow  and  mifery,  with  weeping,  and  wail- 
ing, and  gna(hing  of  teeth.      In  all  men 

3  ^^ 


he  would  difcern tnuch  wcakocfs,  in  farther, 
greater  part  much  wickednef$«  Under  tbe* 
n^oft  fpecious  appearanoH  of  fiiiendihip,  nio^*: 
rality,  and  reli^D^  he  would  plainly  difeovcfit 
much  deceit,  vice,  and  hypocrify.  Wiiatt 
dark  clouds  of  ignorance,  em>r,  and  fiiper« » 
ftition  would  be  fee  this  world  enveloped^ 
withy  and  oiilj;a  few  fmalMucid  af^)earancet  ^ 
here  and  therie  of  knowledge,  virtue,  am} 
true  religion  ?  He  would  hear  men  preaoph 
temperance, .juflice,  and  charity;  and  lee  the* 
£une  men  live  in  luxury,  and  in  the  pradlice: 
of  iajuftice  and  cruelty.  .  He. would  obfervet 
fiMQM  .then  withoi^  thought  9?  r(^e£|ibn.s^ 
and  others,  who  ^ere  fiaves  to  their  vioeaj 
^d  certainjcoAvenientand&vcariteiQpiiupnE^: 
f(^aipforfi»e)4hin}0r«>  :He  wottldt  ieQCTai):^' 
nuoabprs  adbring  the  weeks  of  their  :owxir.> 
hands,  and  .jditiiibi^s  peirfecuting  chriftiaiisr? 
oa .  account 'Pf  different  modes  of  wor£b^,  - 
a;id  mantfefting  their  lovje  to  mens  fouls  by  ? 
moft  crueily  tt>nhenting  their  bodies.  He> 
would  bphold^ni^tudes  of  rational  creatures  x 
playing  thetiiDft  apiih  and  foolifh  tricks,  in* 
the  worihip  of  a  being  of  irifinite  wifdom,/ 
ahd.  exercifing  die  moft  inhuman  crueitiies 
to^pleafe  a  Go^  ^f  infinite,  good neis. 
*  The  bulk  of  mankind  evidendy  appearing/ 
fe  little  fuitedtOi  prepared  £br^  or  worthy!  of/ 
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a  fiitnre  ftate  of  immortsiL  hqspiottfsy  and  it 
hoiag  fix  diredfcly  coatrary:  tO(.th&  efl^dal 
attvifautcs  of  Godv  wfaa  k  pafisAIf  ^gotod^ 
thatt  anp  c^f  lis.  creMurer'  Ouni^  be  for  cvet . 
nsftnable,.  wbat^  can  we  ceafonabfy  ibpjpofe^ 
Ixst  ^Mwc  that  the  virtaons.  andpiaDS^\oiii/ 
lldfl  iflJiork  cfiernal  lift?  ot;  tfyiasiilbmrertliiiikiy 
t]tt:'l>tifejr  win  ndt '  £i£fer  aii]fr>tUm^  fitt  ^tb/ 
cfouted  abdralute^jT .<a  poiiflQ  thadttbcs  tlurl 
Mpid  and  the  wickfad  may  be^  lb  dlaogoA: 
a&dsp&dftsd)  ^Jtoc^dky'fucdx  iiOktp  o£\mn^: 
a9  titeirievdtfab  hiMiires^  dfid  capocicicis  aiVifiCfeBdu 
fef?}  tbis  hawcrrerU)  be  ykftipdif&ioififrbii^o 
aod'ihfie^f  to,  thd  eoodit'KMicciitiae  wife  wkR 
tlsgoodu    Bat  av  %)poftr^  a9<  biany  do^.  tHate. 
tbs<:ponficatio9JP(D£^  Anr  stiind  isr  to:beI  dk&kdr, 
l^i  bunin^i  tiw  bbdy^t^i^^dj^.JslMxichtaey  ^^' 
oci^  aoyibtHcr  tdooMntadg  pmnffim^H;  iia  jii 
gm&'i:oncek  :aiulr:tinxft  niobflix)ufly  abAinLI 
On  ibe  cohtracy ,.  if:  thioTe  be  iny  pofiibie^  me«- 
|b6d»  as  ujidoubtedly  thei9eis^::bf^pmiifyifag;« 
Gwiupt  meii^  and  fittiD^.  fads  fiiraifuCiirm 
ftate  of  felidtyv  witboot  tOuixiebtii:^Hdibm^v 
we  may  reft  aflfumd,  thitrnd:l?ORMENTS; 
wiH  be  made  ufc  o£  i 

.  This  opinion,  that  alb  ctctftqres  capablefof. 
happinefs  will  be  finall]ir:bapp]rv  althoQgh:^ia- 
vtry  di^nent  degrees,  dratJMft  that  Bohe 
liH^lv^e  for  ev^r  piiferable^^  ffapbs:  fo  c<mii>-i 

•>  paijt 


sttDt  to  thf  JibmEtirfe  igocMkida^of .  %}x  D 
^fature,  diat  it  cannot  be  tbcnsg^t  ftcaog^lf 
it  ihoc^U  fmdi  and:  hatfli  £»nd  dfdwxutai 
among  tbe  &isfiUe  and  {fais  mofk  ImmftM 
and  i)dl  tempered  part  of  ;manldad :  it  tMV 
indeed  rather  juiliy  be  wonAercd  aK,  thkr, 
with  fpdb  pprfons^  the  'Oppofite '  ^nicM 
ihbuld  ev£r  faaye  prevailed. 

Suppose  a  .^ood  parent  had  dbUdren  wiK> 
did  not  behave  as  they  ougbt  to  do,  bat  thaC 
it  was  in  his  pow^r  nererthelefs  to  mak^ 
tbcm  happy  or  miferable :  Mrhich  woald  ha 
:do?«— Uindoubtedly  he  would  naake  thetfi 
fiappy.«-— If  we  then,  being  comparativd^ 
eviJ^  ifaoald  do  thus  kindly  by  our  children^ 
hbw  much  more  fiiall  our  heavenly  Father^ 
who  is  ii^nitely  good,  do  by  us  his  creatures? 
to  whom  he  is,  almofl  beyond  ccxmparifbiH 
nearer  related  dian  earthly  parents  are  to  t3ieir 
children^  Indeed,  were  there  no  other  rea^ 
ion  v^hy  the  Deity  (houid  not  even  periml 
us  to  be  etotnaily  miferable,  this  would  be 
Sufficient,  >^  he  hath  created  us.  Agaia^ 
fuppofe  a  good  man  had  it  in  his  powidr  fid 
render  a  ipadlwode  of  peopk  liappy  or  lAiie* 
rsd>le,  w(ho  ^ere  Grangers  4o  him,  or  bf 
m^hom  he  had  even  been  hated  or  perfecuted: 
what  fliould  he  do  in  thi3  cafe  ?  The  gofpel 

hath  told  himV  and  if  that  Had  not,  huttia^ 

fliti 
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ohy  would.  Yet  we  fuppofe  the  Almightyi 
\Jtrbom,  properly  fpeaking^  none  can  injure, 
doth  njit  ad  with  fo  much  benignity  to  us^ 
a9^e^cknowiedgp  H/ire  ought  to  do,  nay  as 
many  of  us  adually  do,  by  one  another. 
Once  more,-^I  would  afk  a  real  good  man, 
)f  he  doth  tiot  feel  a  moft  exquilke  pleafitre 
in  making  others  happy  ?  or,  were  it  in  his 
power  to  nuke  all  niankind  fo,  whether  the 
very  thought  would  not  be  ravi(hing  be^^ 
yond  expreffion  ?  Yet  we  are  not  willing  to 
allow  this  diipofition  to  the  fountain  of 
GOODNESS;  but  fuppofe,  nay  alTert,  that 
he  will  condemn  millions  of  'millions  of  his 
creatures  to  everlafting  mifery.  Surely,  if 
any  opinion  men  form  of  the  Deity  can  be 
o£fenfive  to  him,  this  muft  be  ib  in  the 
higheft  degree. 

True  it  is,  that  all  abfolute  certainty  con- 
cerning a  future  ilate  is,  for  wife  reafons  no 
:doubt "",  withheld  from  us :  neverthelefs  it 
certainly  behoves  every  man  fo  to  condud 
himfelf  in  this  life,  as  if  he  were  fure  of 
another. 

For  fuppofing  there  fhould  be  no  future 
fbte,  but  that  man  when  he  dies  ihall  ceafe 

to 

*"  Among  other  wife  reafods,  perhaps  for  this;  that 
if  we  were  certain  of  pailing,  when  we  go  hence,  to  a 
ftate  of  perfeA  happinefs,  we  ihoukl  not  have  patience 
to  ftay  here  our  allotted  time. 


to  be;  lyet?  what  wUl : he  Jofe ?  ,ar.;mU»r, 
vfbBt  advaiA^e,  reQ)eidin^  this  lifi^ :  will  he 
not  gain  by  a  virtuoUfe.ao^  pious  conduQi? 
Our  lofS)  If  it  tniy  with  isaiy  propriety-rhe 
deemed  a  lofs,  will  bftonl^  of  fuch  pteaAircs 
as,  like  Greeks  cup,  tura  Wtrx  ioto^  be^$ 
or^  like  palatable  poifons^  ferve  to  confume 
and  deftroy  us.  But  as  to  our  gain,«— If 
there  be  any  real  good  in  health  of  body 
and  ftrength  and  vigour  of  mind ;  in  repu- 
tation with,  and  efteem  of  worthy  men ; 
in  peace  and  iatisfadion  in  our  own  breafts  ^ 
and  in  refleding  with  pledure  on  our  ad:ions: 
this  good,— -thefe  benefits,  and  many  more, 
accrue  from  temperance,  juftice,  and  cha« 
rity;  —  in;  a  word,  from  virtue  and  piety. 
But,  if  our  enjoying  a  future  ftate,  or  any 
coniiderable  degree  of  happinefs  in  it,  (hould 
depend  on  the  habits  we  contract  here,  and 
on  our  condudt  and  behaviour  in  this  worlds 
then  what  infinite  fervice  and  benefit  will 
a  rational,  a  virtuous,  and  a  pious  life  be 
to  us? 

On  the  whole,  we  hope  it  may  be  nea- 
fonably  and  fafely  concluded,  that  God 
will  not  even  fuffer  any  of  his  creatures 
to  be  for  ever  miferable,  much  lefs  puntfli 
them  with  everlafting  torments :  but  on 
the  contrary,  if  he  hath  allotted  a  fbture 

afid 


^  ririumminoriwiwHwiii: 

tmi  mtnJ  Ibte  Ar  mma,  A>t'«4  lan  «{ 
smy  sMiaoi  «>d  of  cfBf  n%ni>  ^«»d 
Sder  me  id  idd,— <11  iridiOBt  aiiy  p*[doi»> 
lar  doDBaaliaB  of  icligioB  aUb,)  win  laM 
lifcd  iiibttljr,  r^ileoallT,  ind  jiioally;  flail 
Ik  fcrncc  Inpiijr. 
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ESSAY    VII. 


O  F 

FAITH, 

AND- 

DIVINE   REVELATION. 

*  ■ 

NUMBERS!  of  people  appear  to  have 
fallen  into  great  miftakes  concerning 
the  nature  of  feith,  and  God's  punifhing 
them  for  the  want  of  it, 

"  Faith,'*  faith  the  author  of  the  epiftle 
to  the  Hebrew's^  "is  the  evidence  of  things 
"  not  feen.'*  But  by  many  perfons  it  is 
efteemed  the  evidence  of  things  that  never 
were,  never  v^ill,  nor  ever  can  be  feen ;— of 
things  not  probable,  not  poffiblc  to  be  proved, 
and  even  impoflible  to  be  true. 

What  can  be  more  prejudicial  to  truth 
or  right  rcafoning,  than  receiving  fadls  or 
do<%incs  as  certainly  true,  vsrhich  are  fo  far 
from  being  proved,  that  they  v^ill  not  admit 

D  d  of 


40*  Of  Faitu^  and 

of  proof?  yet  this  is  frequently  the  cafe  in 
aliiK)ft  all  religions. 

A  Danijh  miffionary  afked  feme  Malaha^ 
.  rian  Bramins^  or  Priefts^  if  they  could  de- 
mo/iftrate  that  thjeir  idots  were  true  gods? 
The  Bramins  anfwercd,  that  the  matter  be- 
ing felf-evident,  wanted  no  proofs  or  demon- 
ftrations  ■"•  The  fame  people  boaft,  that 
they  have  a  la^  writtop  by  Qod  hiraielf "" ; 
and  the  ^Mohammedans  alSert^  that  their  Koran 
was  fb  compofed  i*. .  Now  the  firft  of  thefe^ 
inftead  of  being  a  fetf-^vident  truth,  is  a  felf- 
eyident  Ajrebood,  aad  \S^  two  kft  oaanot 
poffibly  be  proved.  'MoH:  certain  indeed  il 
is  thAt  they  are  felfc :  fqr  God>  prppcrly  an*^ 
ftri£Uy  fpeakiqg^'bath  no  more  wrote  book% 
thian  he  Has  ^i^i  hoiife^^  "^planted  garden^^ 
or  made  eldaths  for  men  or  women. 

If  fome^  of  tbpfcj  who  call  themfelyes 
cnnttians,  would  impartially  and  thoroughly 
-examine  tHeir  ''o\yn  doctrines  and  creeds> 
how  niaiw  articles,  juft  as  true  and  deinon-^ 
{triable  as  th'ofe  of  ihtMalahriam  and  'M(h 
bammedans  abave-mentidned,  might  they 
find  in  them? 

The  comnioh  and  mbfl:  (uccefsful  method 
of'eftabliihing  faith  in  falfc  fafts  and  falfe 

,        ^  '    dbdtrinesi 

'»'■'■'*■  ..       .J 

^  Cpnfercnces  between  th^  Dam/b  Miffionaries  and 
the  Makbarian  Bramins,  p.  203.  ^  'Ibid,  p,  Sj^ 

'  The  Koran  tranflated  by  Mr.  SaU^  p,  170, 
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dp^iffcs^  i;  to  pretend  g  ^bf«(^  gu^orUyfor 
tJie  truth  of  them,  Xhue  y^hf q  tji^  Mal0* 
kflri^n  jPraqiUis  h«V4  .Qni;e  brpught  the  peor 
pip  t9  bfli^vpy  th^t  their  l^^fr  w^s  wnttiep  by 
God;  the  Xur^P)  ]\lufty,  that  thp  Koraa 
w^  pQIX^poff^  by  the  .AJpjigl^  j  ^nd  the 
|2p/w;>5^  Ppiefts,  4hAt  thqir  fhprch  ijs  jpfalliblej 
there  ^  lil^en  iip,'|ads  however /aljfe,  nor  uo 
fJg^rJQ^  however  ub%-d,  whiph  th^  m^y 
fiDlt,ip;|p([»fe  uppn.jjpf  ppopk :  '(or  ^ffej^  whio 
flipuld  atlteinpt  tP  .gpn^evert  9i>y  fads  pp 
dp<lrine§  f oi^aipQd  jn.tb^fe  bpofe*,  pr  adopted 

|^y,^hi§ j9hi»rch,  ,)ypuld  imp^(^|?$?ly  hp  toW^ 
fh?y^ri?((»f,^'iyi»p  ipthpntyi  jjod  th^rpforp 

whftt.ifi  ai^rfsd  pr  .$a.«ght  ^.thein.ippft  opt 

be  callcd.ingu.eftiQn.,or,rea(phed,»!?QJJt«  Sii^Jx 
pei-fop?  pr  ^o^w^s^^pxefprp,  _  ^h'p  ,WQuld 
iecp>  .9;|Rpf  pf  errpr  apcj  <^?lui>op,'  jhoiijd  above 
j^l  .things  reiCply?  .ppt  tp  ^(Jpait  '^ny  law,  pr 
:bp?)k,  pr  ajjthffr Jty.  .4S  divme,  which  is  npt 
^evidently  4ejoiip;jftr3|e(^  fo  to  Jpe* 

tion  to  their  ignorance  :  the  icfs  they  know, 

.the  mpri?'  tbcY  Relieve,  Thofe  who .  Icjio w 
.nothing. ftr?.  v^jry  ^jpt  to  belicye  every  thing* 

falfc  faith :  for  as  a  gPCAt  .degree  of  eJcmcn- 
.  tary  |«!^  .p.f pdpces  piapy ,  noxipus  vpqi^n,  fo 

jdoes.  ;.vi«jifiit  r?ligioiJs.  hf^^x  gix;?,  hlf t'h' , .tp  ;i 
,  multLtsde  pf  /aliip.^isjd.  pejn  iCjippfS,  ppjni^S? 
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The  love  of  wondering  is  alfo  a  mighty 
help  to  belief,  and  on  fome  fabjeds  is  a  much 
ihorter  as  well  as  a  mach  furer  way  to  it 
than  reafoning:  Tu  ratiocinare^  fays  SuAu/Hn^ 
tgo  tnirer ;  dijputa  tu^  ego  credam. 

Faith  doth  not  only  remove  mountains, 
but,  which  is  a  much  greater  work^  creates 
abundance  of  things.  What  numbers  of 
miracles,  wizards,  witches,  ^necromancers, 
apparitibns,  demoniacs,  tSc.  owe  their  very 
being  to  faith  ?  No  fopner  did  we  in  diis 
country  ceafe  to  believe  in  them,  but,  with 
tis,  they  ceafed  to  exift :  and  moft  certain  it 
is,  that  if  the  people  all  the  world  over  did 
no  longer  believe  in  them,  they  would  like- 
wife  lofe  their  exiftence  every  where. 

Credulity  is  univeffally  regarded  as  a 
mark  of  weaknefs,  and  greatly  contemned  in 
every  thing  except  falfe  religion.  The  reafon 
v<^hy  it  is  fo  much  recommended  and  extolled 
in  that  is  evident :  an  extravagant  belief  in 
fools  is  the  fource  of  an  exorbitant  power  in 
knaves. 

The  corruption  df  the  undcrftanding  is 
the  generation  of  falfe  faith:  when  the  former 
is  thoroughly  corrupted,  what  monfters  of 
*  the  latter  doth  it  produce !    ^ 

THfeRE  are  two  cafes  in  which  every  man 
(hould  be  flridtly  upon  his  guard  even  againft 
himfdf:-when  he  believes  what  he  very 

much 
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much  wifhes  to  be  true^  and  when  he  difbe- 
lieves  what  he  is  very  deiirous  to  find  Mk. 

Mankind  have  a  wonderful  alacrity  at 
deceiving  themfelves,  and  fcarcely  on  any 
iubjed:  more  than  faith.  But  this  is  certain : 
all  belief  mufl  be  according  to  probability 
and  evidence:  as  of  thefe  latter  there  are 
ieveral  degrees,  fo  will  there  be  of  the 
former.  ^ 

Whatever  fome  men  may  fay  or  pre- 
tend, no  man  can  believe  that  which  to  him 
appears  impoflible ;  neither  will  a  judicious 
perfon  believe,  in  any  cafe,  without  fufficient 
probability.  The  reafbns  therefore  given  by 
Tertul/ian  for  believing  certain  great  myfleries 
are  admirable :  Crucifixus  ejjt  DeiJiHus:  non 
pudet^  &ys  he,,  quia  pudendum  eji.  Et  tnor^ 
tuus  eJi  Dei  filius :  prorfus  credible  tji^  quia, 
ineptum  eft.  Et  fepultus  refurrexit :  cerium 
eft,  quia  impoftibile  eft  V  i.  e.  "  The  Son  of 
"  God  is  crucified  :  I  am  not  afhamed  of  it, 
*^  becaufe  it  is  (hameful.  And  the  Son  of 
^^  God  died  :  it  is  altogether  credible,  becaufe 
^'  it  is  abfurd.  He  alfo  rofe  from  the  grave : 
^^  it  is  certain,  becaufe  it  is  impoiltble.'' 

Proper  obje<^  of  faith  are  either  fuch 
probable  fafts  as  men  do  not  know  them- 
felves,  but  are  related  to  them  by  others ;  or 
certain  propoiitions  or  opinions  that'  may  be 

D  d  3  true, 

^  De  farnc  ChriJIi^  §.  5.  p.  310. 


4o6  Of^Aitviyitii 

tnte,  and  of  which  thty  drd  able  to  forrii  ft 
judgment. 

WniEM  we  have  6tx\%  AtXihtMiXji  aiid  to 
the  titrtioii  of  our  ability  confidcred  any  fads 
or  propofitioris  propounded  to  us,  the  opi- 
nion wei  fhall  be  of,  Tisrhether  fhfefc  are  true 
tt  falfe,  is  ilcrt  in  bur  power;  If  vJre  pafs  any 
judgment  at  ^11,  (fof  fonittinics  wcare  fb  in 
fufpence  as  to  form  none)  it  mufl:  be  as  the 
'  evidence  or  pl-ffof  appeats  td  us.     For  as  lllr. 
tocke  very  jwftly  obferve^,  ^'  Gfdf  will  hath 
•'  no  pow6r  to  determine  the  khoWlcdgfc  of 
"  the  mind  one  wdy  of  the  Other. '   No  tnorc 
"  than  in  pbjeifls  of  (Igh't  it  depends  on  the 
f'  wiii  to  fee  that  black  Whifcli  ipfjearsyd^ 
*Mow,  or  iri  fefcling  to  ^erfuade  oiirfiiWes 
«  that  what  fcalds  uS  feds  cold  '/*    'This 
being  really  the  cafe  tefpfedtittg  belief,  where- 
in doth  the  merit  of  faith  cofifift  ?  of  Iww 
can  we  jiiftly  be  bldmd-worthy  or  ptihiifiable 
for  the  want  of  it  ? 

In  reality,  the  whole  merit  of  fkifh»  oh 
whicli  ibme  fay  fb  rfiuch  (tref^,  ftetiiS  en- 
.tir'ely  fb  corifift  in  lifln^  alt  tlic  liifeahs  ill  our 
power  td.te  riglitly  iftterrrted,  arid  rtdeivlhg 
trutii  ih  tli^  15vc  of  it. '  Arid  feiarilcf  tt  jlu- 
nifhment  for  not  belieViHg  cih  only  bc'jtiftly 
incurred,  wljen'lhe  nieaiiS  of  bbtainlilg  &Ith 
are  Vegle(^eii  m  refufed,  1§  it  not  higWjr 
'    '  unreafonable 
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unreafpnable  then  to  fuppof;  and  teach,  that 
God  will  arbitrarily  reward  or  pui^ida  men. 
£x  what  is  out  of  their  power  ? 

The  re>yard  of  f^^thj^  and  pupiihment  for 
ibfi  want  of  it,  apgare^y  confift  in  the  di& 
ferent  confequences  attending  the  one  and 
ike  other.  For  example:  if  a  perfon  believes 
that  an  almighty;  ^n^;  ori^nhe  wifdom 
and  goodness  created,  ^d  governs  aU  things^ 
then,  if  he  jdiinks  cx>i^entlyi^  his  opimoii 
will  be,,  that  there  js.  a  general  harmony  in 
themiiverfe;  and.^s  this 'being  certainly  de- 
figned  final  bappip^f^  for  all  his  creatures  to 
whom  he  allotted  a  niture  ftateand  rendered 
capable  of  happinefs,,  that  nothing  can  pof- 
fibly  difappoint  the  de^gn^  of  Omnipotence^ 
pn  the  contrary,  thofe  who  do  not  believe 
the  world  was.  thus  created,  may  perhaps 
imagine,  that  blind  chance  (which,  by  the 
w^yi.  i^  a  non-entity),gpverns  it,  and  confe- 
quei\.tly,  that  the  whole;  will  end  in  confu- 
fion^  uqhappinefs,  or  annihilation.  Or,  if 
any  (hould  entertain  a  belief,  that  an  EVJL 
DEMON  created  and  g<>{verns  all  things,  fuch 
pcrfoes  will  be  in  dread  of  EVERLASTING 
MISERY.  Thus  we,  fee,  that  a  rational 
faith  is  rewarded  with  hope  and  tranquillity 
^f  qiind,  .and.thewant  of  it  is  punifhed  with 
dsipair^.aQd  g^eat  uneafinefsj   or  to  fpeak 

D  d  4  more^ 

3 
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more  properly,  thefe  are  the  natural  confe* 
quehces  of  them. 

Again,  if  one  man  believes,  that  a  tem- 
perate, virtuous  courfeof  Kfe  is  eilentialto 
happinefs,  and  another  does  not  think  fo; 
the  behcver,  if  he  lives  and  afts  according 
to  his  faith,  will  probably  be  rewarded  with 
better  health,  more  efteem  among  good  men, 
a  clearer  and  more  vigorous  underftanding, 
and  with  longer  life  alfb,  thah  he  would 
bthcrwife  have  enjoyed;  and  likewife  with 
fatisfa£Hon  and  peace  of  mind  in  this  world, 
befide  what  he  may  expert  and  hope  for  in 
the  next.  But  the  infidel  will  in  many  re« 
fpedts  be  an  adtual  fufferer  here,  beiides  the 
dread  he  may  be  in  of  puhi(hment  hereafter. 
'Thus  we  fee  faith  as  well  as  virtue  is  its  own 
reward,  and  infidelity  as  well  as  vice  carries 
its  own  puniflimcint  with  it. 

When  a  ftrange  and  improbable  fa<9:,  or 
an  abftrufe  propofition  which  men  do  not 
underftand,  is  propounded  to  them  as  an  ar* 
tide  of  feith,  and  by  an  authority  they  reve- 
rence, or  there  is  danger  in  difbelievingj  they 
arc  frequently,  by  awe  or  fear,  deterred  fi-om 
examining:  in  this  cafe,  tho'  they  ever  fo 
ftrongly  declare  they  believe,  and  even  fancy 
they  do  fo,  yet  the  truth  is,  they  neither  bc^ 
lieve  nor  difbelieve.     And  this  is  really  the 

condition 
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condition  of  multitudes,  rcfpefting  many  ar- 
ticles of  their  religious  creeds.  For  nothing 
is  more  common  than  to  hear  them  with 
great  zeal  exprefs  their  faith,  and  be  ex- 
tremely angry  with  others  who  will  not  do 
the  like,  of  things  they  are  entirely  ignorant,' 
and  tlierefore  cannot  believe. 

Undoubtedly  it  would  be  a  great  affront 
to  many  people,  when  they  have  declared 
their  faith  in  fomething  highly  improbable 
or  impoffible,  to  tell  them  they  do  not  really 
believe  it.  What !  will  they  fay,  do  not  we 
kno'w  whether  we  believe  or  not !  Have  a 
little  patience:  your  knowledge  of  this  point 
may  not  be  fo  clear  as  you  imagine.  You 
allow  the  thing  is  in  itfelf  very  unlikely  to 
be  true,  but  perhaps  you  are  afraid  to  difbe- 
lieve  it,  or  you  have  fome  intereft  in  believing 
it.  Does  not  this  fear  then  deter  you,  or 
your  intereft  prevent  you,  from  freely  exa- 
mining into  the  truth  '  ?     Have  you   not 

huddled 

*  In  an  account  of  the  life  and  writings  of  the  learned 
Mr.  yohn  U  Clerc^  we  are  informed,  that  when  he  was  % 
ftudent  at  Geneva^  very  (harp  controverfies  arofe  there, 
whether  grace  and  the  efficacy  of  Chriji^s  death  were 
univerfal :  feveral  of  the  paftors  favoured  the  affirmative. 
But  the  majority  being  on  the  other  fide  of  the  queftion, 
and  the  Helvetic  Body  having  decreed,  that  whoever 
were  admitted  to  the  miniftry  fliould  fubfcribe  to  (bme 
contrary  thefes,  and  to  the  formulary  called  Confenfus 


4tq  Of^^Ari'^^cnd: 

huddled  over  this  matter  too  lighdy^  with-, 
oat  due  confideratio^^  and  without  fafFering 
t)ie  improbability  or  impoffiUliilQ^  of  it  tp^ 
jpake  a  proper  imprcffioa  upon-yoariniad  ? 
And  is  this  .you  call  faith,  a  real  aod  aaward 
convidion  and  a0ent  of  the.  mind,  or  only 
an  outward  and  thoaghf lelj^  ,ack;now,lc4ginc;nt 
in.words? 

In  order  to  form  the  beft  judgment  we  are 
^hle  on.whatpa0es  in  the  minds  of:  others, 
Vre  ^ould  dridtly  attend  to  what  pafles.  in, 
pujow/i.  ' 

J-.  ..  .1-..  »  •  ■!• 

Wbre  ten  thouiand  people  to  tell  me^thaf 
th^y  faw  a  man's  h^ad  cut  off  whili)^  he  wa» 
preaching,  and  th^t  it  continued  tp  (peak  al- 

mpil  an  hour  after  it  was  fevered  from  the 

*  ."  •     •  •  •  #  -       •     , 

body  I  or  that  a  m^d  woipan,  having  killed 
her  child,  divided  it  in^o  two  p^fis,  and 
boiled  one  half,  which  her  hufh'aQd  taking 
out  of  the  pot,  and  carrying  to  .a  faint's  toipb^ 
the  child  became  whole  agaii(i  and  was  re-- 
ftored  to  life  "* :  if,  t  fay,  ten  thoufand  people 

told 

Heheticus^  fcarce  one  of  the  youths  ia  orders,  durft  jenter 
qn  the  e;!(aininatioiiof  thofe  contrQverfici»  kft  Ah^  ihould 
fall  into  pplnions  by  v^i^h  tlie^.  wo^M  have  t>een  ex« 
eluded  from  the  miniftry^  p.  5  aiid;  6« 

*  4  Treatifi  cMarttifig  ficlfcy  w4:  ^^i^n^  part  H» 
P-  403.  By  fhQnm  Fit^rkfrij  Efq;  and  <:^^l»lic.Bricfc 
Printed^  with  licence  of  fuperi^prs,  i$  tli^y.^ar  i6|0. 
^   H  liuLp.j^^z.  Myiaut^rlajrs  of  th^^-nieiitioiied 
inira^k,  th^tit  U  tcfljfcd  fe|r  4iYiei9;gtaye  ^^^  !9n^  ^mofig 


told  me  thejr  were  eyc-witncflcs..  of  theft 
fad^,  Khould  not  give  the  lead  credit  to 
thetn :  and  yet  here  is  no  logioal  oofitrat- 
didtrion ;  but  there  is  neverthelefs  fuch  a.con^i 
tradidlion  to  common  fenfe  and  univerfal 
experience^  thit  I  (hould  think  it  much  more 
likely  all  thefe  people  told  lits,  or  were  fomt 
how  impofed  on,  than  that  thefe  ilories  (hould 
be  true, 

Ir  the  moft  learned  men  in  the  ^^rorld  wert 
to  affirm^  that  one  and  the  fame  body  occu^ 
pied  two  different  places  at  the  fame  time,  I 
might  think  them  mad>  or  that  they  endiei^ 
Voured  to  impofe  upon  me ;  but  what  th^ 
affirmed  would  not  obtain  the  leaft  degree  of 
credit,  becaufe  I  know  this  to  be  impoflible^ 
Again, 

Suppose  I  (hould  find  it  written  in  any 
book,  or  in  ten  thoufand  books,  or  know  it 
to  be  a  dodrine  taught  by  gll  the  churches 

in 

others  by  St.  Jnioninusy  the  moftleamed and  holy  biftop 
of  Florence  3  and  was  fo  famous  In  Britany^  where  it  was 
done,. that  the  people  flocked  from  far  and  near  to  fee 
the  child.  And  it  Teems  worthy  of  being  remarked,  that 
this  author,  who  appears  to  have  been  a  inan  of  (tnSt 
and  learning,  produces  the  above-lrhehtioned  mirades, 
and  many  others  equally  abfurd  and  extravagant,  ais  un- 
aeniable  proofs  th^t  the  Romjh  religion  is  the  only  txu6 
one,  and  complains  moft  heavily  ^*  of  the  bliiidilefs  or 
*<  fenfeleis  ftupidity  of  heretics,  who  i/^ill  not^e  convinced 
«<  by  fuch  inftances  of  the  dear  fun-ihine  of  God's  gloi^.*^ 
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in  Chriftendorri)  that  although  God  wa^  a 
being  of  infinite  goodnefs,  yet  he  punifhed 
his  creatures* with  infinite  torments  ;  I  could 
fi6twithfi:anding  believe  no  other,  but  that 
this  was  a  falfe  opinion,  becaufe  it  included 
a  manifeft  contradiftion,  aiAi  greatly  dero* 
gated  fi-om  the  honour  of  the  Deity.. 
"  If  men  can^  in  any  fenfe^  be  faid  to  credit 
a  fad:  which  they  think  improbable,  or  afiSbnt 
to  die  truth  of  A  propofition  they  do  not  un- 
ilerftand,  this  mu(l  proceed  fi'om  an  opinion 
that  the  relator  or  propofer  will  not  deceive 
them^  and  is  more  properly  a  belief  in  him 
than  of  the  fadt  or  propofition  itfelf  "^c  and 
this,  many  times,  is  rather  a  fiifpence  of  mind, 
or  not  entirely  diifbelieving,  than  really  and 
thoroughly  believing.  But  if  what  is  pro-? 
pofed  for  mens  belief  appears  to  them  ab- 
folutely  impoffible,  let  it  come  from  what 
authority  foever^  they  cannot  receive  it  for 

truth: 

^  If  a  perfon  unacquainted  with  the  nature  of  fluids, 
ana  who  has  not  feen  the  following  experiment,  fhould 
be  tolcf  by  a  philpfopher^  that  a  tube  of  water  only  one 
inch  diameter  would  prcfe  upon  the  bottom  of  a  vefleJ 
tjirce  feet  diameter,  with  the  fame  force  as  a  pillar, of 
water  equal  in  height  to  the  water  in  the  tube,  and  of  a 
bafe  equal  to*  the  bottom  of  the  veiTel,  and  this  perfon 
gave  credit  to  this  paradox,  it  would  be  almoft  entirely 
owing  to  the  opinion  he  entertained  of  the  knowledge 
and  veracity  of  the  relator,  and  therefore  much  more  pro- 
perly a  tclief  in  him  than  of  the  fa6l. 
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truth:  it  would  therefore  be  unreafonable, 
and  in  the  higheft  degree  tyrannical,  to  expedt 
they  Ihould. 

To  imagine  then,  that  God  hath  propofed' 
any  thing  for  men  to  believe  which  he  hath 
hot  given  them  capacities  to  apprehend,  is 
reprefenting  him  as  a  capricious  being  :  but 
to  aflert,  that  the  Deity  requires  us,  on  pain 
of  dafnnation,  to  receive  as  an  article  of  faith 
what  he  has  not  a/Forded  full  and  iktisfadory 
evidence  of,  would  be  charging  him  with 
injuftice  and  cruelty. 

There  are  fads  really  true,  which  never* 
thelefs  appear  to  fome  men  ib  improbable  or 
impoflible,  thsLt  they  can  give  no  credit  to 
them.  Would  it  not  be  very  unjuft  and 
cruel  to  inflid;  punifhments  on  theie  perfons 
for  their  difbelief  of  fuch  fafts  ? 

Mr.  Lcwke  relates  a  ftory  of  a  "  DuUb 
ambailador,  who  entertaining  the  king  of 
Siam  with  the  particularities  of  Holland^ 
which  he  was  inquifitive  after,  among 
**  other  things  told  him,  that  the  water  in  his 
country  would  fometimes,^  in  cold  weather, 
be  fo  hard,  that  men  walked  upon  it,  and 
that  it  would  beat  an  elephant,  if  he  was 
'**  there.-:  To  which  the^.king  replied^'  Hi- 
*^  thertp  I  have  believed  the  ftra Agb  things 
^"you  have  told  me,  becaufe  I  look  upon 
\:  :  ■  .:■  ..  .  .  v..'A  -•  "you 
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*^  yioa  as  a  (bber  £sur  man ; .  but  now  I  am 
"  fqre  you  lie  V* 

Here  is  an  inftance  of  a  trae  &&  reported 
to  one  i^rba  entertained  a  iroy  good  opinion 
of  the  reporter ;  yet  what  was  a&itod  appqar^ 
ing,  impoflible  to  the  pecfbn  ta  whom  it  was 
related,  he  coold  give  no  manner  of  credit 
toit. 

.  Let  as  fiippofe  the  iame  fiory  tdki  to  this 
jdog;:b]r  a  pvieft  of  &%am^  who  .declared  to 
the .  focmer  .  that  his  eterjial  h^ppimfs .  der 
pended  on  believing  it.  The  king^  aotVith- 
Handing  .thia  declaration,  <.  could.  h»ve  :given 
najsaforecTiedit  to/the  fa«fltfaan  wibenreppFJi^ 
by  the  Ditf^Azambafladpr,  aod  for  .tl^s  pl^jo 
reafons*'**^  af^ared  to.hifn  impo^ble,. 

cWe  &e  therefore,  rt&ati  whate^yer  is  toif.be 
the  objcdl  of.  our  faith,  (hould-not  :iQBrly  be 
trucin-  itfclfj  but  af4>ear  fo  ta^us,  .How- 
ever^  tiectaimit  is,  that^many  thinga  tfe.re^ 
quked  (not  hj  God  iwe  may  be  aflured)  of 
men  to  believe,  as  nsqeflliry  to  their  fdviatiorr, 
which  are.  far  from  appearing:  true  to  jqs».  and 
doufatlefs.mc  as  &r  from,  being,  trjue  ia  :them^ 

,  Ix  Will  >e  (aid^  .that -vire  are /abfeliltely 
4blig^.tQbbeli0yie!  allidivine.  revektion.  .This 
is  granted^  \BsXi  ti&MFKl^id  teryijniliy 

•    ».  EJay  concerning  Human  Vndirftanding^    vol.  0. 
ch.  J^.  p.  276. 
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fays,  •*  wc  muft  "be  fore  that  it  be  a  divine 

^*  reveUtion,^and  tU^t  we  nnderftand  it  rights 

<*  tlfe  wc  fhall  eipofeourfclvcs  to  all  the!  €x- 

*•  travagancy  of  enthufiafm,  aiid  all  the  crroif 

••of  WTOilg  pririciplcs  ^/'     This  afforance^ 

upon  which  fa  mudi  depends^  is^  attended 

with '  dtfficuhiesi  incfeed^  ^ch  difficulties  a« 

niany  people  feem  hot  aware  o£ 

TifeE  'very  perfons-who-  are-  £iv6ured,  or 

foppofe-tbey  arr^ftvouf ed  with  extraordifiary 

divine  revelations   .or,  infpird«ions»   if  they 

would  think  foberly  and  Nationally,  nanft 

find  it  extferhely  difficult  to  be  certain,  that 

thefe  fCfA]y  ^re  what  tbey/jinagine  them  to 

be.    The  ftrongeift  perfuafion  in  their  own 

minds  tha(  they  are  from  God,  without  fome 

other  evi^ence^  k  no  manner  of  proof:  this 

both  reafon  and  experience  evidently  demon* 

ftrate.  -  For  it  isknpoilible,  that  an^aien 

tail  h&ve  ftrooger  perfuafions  in  their  own 

minds  of  being  divinely  ipfpired,  evi&n  fa 

flrong  as  tQ  lay  down  their  lives  ip  proof  of 

it,  than  mulfimdes  of  enthnfiails  havehad* 

who  were  a^verthelefs  mofi^j^pparently  mif^ 

taken«^  Of  this  truth  the  Anabaptids  of 

MfinfUr^  ^t  Qamii^rds  in  Frwcei  therf^iltbr 

nionarchy-j»9Q  at»ong  wrfclycs,  ^nd  W)ifti\y 

pther  fanatics  afc^asrant  inJOb^npeSf  . ,,  ,.^ 

. :  Thbr^  feem  therefore  .to  ,be  np^  certam 

l^idqnces  of  the  reality  of  extraordinary  divTrie 

revolutions 
y  lUd.  voJ.  n.  p.  287. 
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revelations  or  infpirations  but  miracles,   and 
this  undoubtedly  was  Mr.  Locked  opinion. 
^'  We  fee/'  faith  he,  "  the  holy  men  of  old, 
"  who  had  revelations  from  God,  had  fome* 
"  thing  elfe  befides  that  internal  light  of 
**  affurancc  in  their  own   minds  to  teftify 
**  that  it  was  from  God.    They  were  not 
"  left  to  their  own  perfuafions,  that  thofe 
**  perfuafions  were  from  God,  but  had  out- 
**  ward  figns  to  convince  them  of  the  author 
•*  of  thefe  revelations.   And  when  they  were 
**  to  convince  others,  they  had  a  power  given 
**  them  to  juftify  the  truth  of  their  commif- 
**  fion  from  heaven,  and  by  vifible  .figns  to 
afifert  the  divine  authority  of  a  niefiage 
they  were  fent  with.     Mofes  faw  the  bufli 
bum  without  being  confumed,    and  heard 
a  voice  out  of  it.     This  was  fomething 
'^  befides  finding  an  impulfe  upon  his  mind 
"  to  go  to  Pharaoh,  that  he  might  bring  his 
**  brethren  out  of  Egypt  5  and  yet  he  thought 
^^  not  this  enough  to  authorife  him  to  go 
^*  with  this  mefiiige,   'till  God,  by  another 
"  miracle  of  his  rod  turned  into  a  ferpent, 
"  had  affured  him  of  a  power  to  teftify  his 
**  mifllon  by  the  fame  miracle  repeated  bc- 
*'forfe  them  whom  he  was  fent  to  *.*' 

Inasmuch  then  as,  according  to  this  great 
jriart^s  opinion,  miracles  were  necefilary  to 

teftify 

»  IhiJ.  ch.  19.  p«  ^li^*  •    . 
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tcftify  even  to  the  infpired  perfons  them- 
felvesi  that  a  revelation  was  from  God ;  and 
alfo  the  like  visible  signs  were  requifite  to 
convince  others  tha.t  it  was  fo ;  what  evi<- 
deiice  is  fofEcient  to  prove  this  to  thofe  who 
lived  many  ages  afi^r  thefe  miracles  were 
wrought  ?  and  confequently  to  whom  they 
could  be  no  visible  iigns. 

If  men  are  to  believe  any  thing  merely 
becaufe  it  is  divinely  revealed^  they  mud:,  as 
hath  been  already  mentioned,  be  perfectly 
aifured  that  it  is  fo  revealed.  This  afllirance 
we  fee  is  attended  with  almoft  infuperable 
difEculties*  However,  we  have  one  confo-* 
latipn :— There  can  be  no  great  difficulty  in 
knowing  what  is  not  thus  revealed.  For  of 
this,  we  may  be  certain :— Whatever  God  has 
revealed  to  man  as  an  objed  of  his  faith,  is 
adapted  to  the  capacity  and  apprehenfion  of 
man  to  underftand  and  believe.  Every  thing 
therefore  which  men  require  us  to  believe  as 
fuch,  that  is  not  fo  adapted,  we  may  be  fure, 
although  pretended  to  be  divinely  manifefted, 
is  of  human  contrivance  or  invention. 

A  COMMON  opinion  concerning  immediate 
divine  revelations  is,  that  only  fome  parti- 
cular perfons.  in  former  ages  have  been  fa- 
voured with  them.  If  it  be  inquired,  what 
tbe,pi:}ncipaj  end  or  defign  of  mpft  of  thefe 
revelations  was,  the  anfwer  doubtl?fs  will  be, 
^,    .         -Be  ••^o 
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^^^oi:ohvtf^toaDA  dndl  will  of  Ood  l» 
toiankmd,  m  order  that  diejr  might  ti)?^  abi 
))e  happy.  Pray,  are  Mt  ill  tued  aiike  in* 
imfled  16  know  this?  And  «ft  not  all  am 
«qaaliy  Bfid^r  the  care  of  timr  Creator?  Is 
It  then  leafonable  to  ftfpofe  that»  ibr  ftdi 
|Hii{)ofes,  Gdd  would  acqaaiAta  fbr  peifiiM 
only  with  what  was  abfoUil^  iieoeffilry,  and 
lie  intended  all  (hdold  knoWf  T1^4t>titid- 
ti)oat  procedure  is  contrary  to  tlie  0pertftk)ni 
of  God  in  nature,  which  «e  all  ferioMml 
in  the  n^oft  direft  and  eiffedbial  itiaiitier  pdF- 
fible.  And  is  it  not  alfo  ^sonttary  to  ibrip^ 
ture  ?  which  tells  us,  "  that  was  tbe  true 
**  Ugbt^  which  li^etb  every  mat*  *6«P 
•*  ctmietb  into  the  world \*'  Again,*--**  Itbe 
'*  grace  6f  God  that  Bringetb  fahatkn^  batb 
^'  appeared  to  all  m£M,  teaching  us^  that 
"  denying  ungodlinefs  and  worldly  Aj^,  we 
^^  Jhould  Hve  foberfyy  rigbteoujly^  andgodlily  in 
''  this  prefent  world  \'' 

SuRSLY  110  one  can  think  but  Otnntpo- 
tcncc  could  as  eafily  make  known  .'his  mind 
and  will  to  every  individual,  as  to  a  few  par-* 
ticularsi  and  then  all  muft  be  acquainted 
With  it :  whereas,  were  the  other  method 
taken,  multitudes  could  know  nothing  of 
ihefe  partial  revelations,   and  (ionfequebify 

the  dcfign  of  them  would  riot  tie  *nWiIrdd. 

'  ■■        '  , 
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-Itat  tre  (hould  confidcr^  that  the  defigns  of 
an  ALL-*wisE  and  almighty  being  cannot 
poffibly  be  difappointed:  therefore  we  may 
be  certain  the  iiioft'  proper  methods  are  al« 
ivays  taken  to  accomplifh  them«  How  theii 
^h  we  conclude  otherwife,  thsin  that^  ao* 
iNirding  to  the  above-cited  texts  of  faip- 
ture,  what  is  neceflary^  refpe£ting  mens  iaU 
vation,  for  every  man  to  know^  is  to  every 
tiian  revealed  ? 

Ir  any  particular  perfon^  without  giving 
full  and  fatisfadory  proof  of  his  authority^ 
pretends^  that  the  mind  and  will  of  God» 
refpcding  what  others  are  to  believe  and 
perform,  is  revealed  to  him^  would  it  not  bo 
juft  and  proper  for  thcfe  to  fay  ?— If  God  re?* 
quires  this  belief  and  performance  of  us,  no 
doubt  but  he  will  reveal  to  us  that  he  hath 
fo  done,  und  when  he  doth  we  will  believe 
and  obey. 

Among  a  fe<3:  of  enthuiiafts,  who  wer0 
great  alOferters  of  and  pretenders  to  immediate 
divine  revelation,  there  happened  to  be  a 
very  handfome  man  of  an  eafy  fortune:  a 
certain  woman  of  the  fame  fe£l,  much  in** 
ferior  to  him  both  in  perfon  and  circum-* 
ftances,  became  enamoured  of  this  man,  (aa 
incident  as  common,  at  lead,  with  faints  as 
iinijers)  and  told  him  the  Lord  had  revealed 
to  her  that  he  was  to  be  her  huiband.    Very 

'   £.e  «  Hit]^^ 
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well»  replied  he,  when  the  Lord  hath  re- 
vealed to  me  that  you  are  to  be  my  wife,  I 
will  marry  you. 

Our  male  enthufiaft,  in  this  cafe,  certainly 
behaved  like  a  man  of  fenfe,  and  aflerted  a 
right  which  all  men  have  an  equal  title  to : 
^— That  a  revelation  which  is  their  own  im- 
mediate concern,  fliould.be  made  known 
immediately  to  themfelves ;  or  at  leaft,  that 
thofe  who  pretend  they  have  received  divine 
revelatkms  which  relate  to  others,  ihould 
give  evident  proof  of  their  bebg  divine 
revelations. 

In  fine,— may  we  not  conclude,  Firft,  that 
there  can  be  no  other  merit  in  believing, 
than  fincerely  and  earneftly  endeavouring 
to  obtain  the  beft  information  we  are  able, 
and  readily  emln-acing  truth  when  we  dif- 
cover  it?  Secondly,  that  difbelieving  is  a 
crime  only  in  thofe  who  negled  or  refiife 
the  means  of  being  informed  '  ?  Thirdly, 
that  the  benefit  arifing  from  £iith  principally 

depends 

^  — Belief  or  diibelief,  fays  the  pious  and  learned  Dr. 
Whitbyy  in  his  Lqft  Thoughts^  page  4a,  can  neither  be  a 
virtue,  or  a  crime,  in  any  one  who  ufes  the  beft  means 
in  his  power  of  being  informed.  If  a  propofition  is  evi* 
dent,  we  cannot  avoid  believing  it ;  and  where  is  the 
merit  or  piety  of  a  neceflTary  aflent  ?  If  it  is  not  evident^ 
we  cannot  help  rejeding  it,  or  doubting  of  it ;  and  vrfaere 
is  the  crime  of  not  performing  impoffibilities,  or  not  be- 

(^ving  what  doc^  aot  ap^ t^  V)  \t&  V)  b^  tnic  ? 
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depends  upon  the  works  k  produces  ?  **  Faith 
"without  works  being  dead."  Fourthly, 
that  puniHunent  f(»:  the  want  of  it  confifts 
chieBy  in  the  ill  confequences  attending  this 
want  ?  And,  Fifthly,  that  if  the  Deity  ligni- 
fies  his  mind  and  will  to  men,  he  always 
does  it  in  the  moft  cfFedual  manner  F  For 
.  can  we  fnppofe  God  has  given  a  revelation 
to  man,  and  ordained  that  his  falvation  ihall 
depend  upon  believing  it,  and  not  made  it 
AS  clear  as  the  fun  at  noon-day,  either  that 
what  he  has  revealed  is  true,  or  that  *tii 
true  he  hath  revealed  it  > 
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I  N  F  L  U  E  N  C  E 

OF 

NATUIIAL    TfiMPSR, 

■        *  • 

Mankind  one  dayferene  and  free  appear  ; 
^e  next  they're  cloudy y  fuUeny  andfevere  : 
New  pajpons  new  opinions  Jiill  excite ^ 
^nd  what  they  like  at  noon^  they  bate  at  night . 

Garth's  Dirpenfai79  Canto  IIL 

IF  it  be  trae  that  Democritus  was  always 
laughing  at  the  world,  and  Heraclitus 
always  weeping  over  it,  thb  diflFerent  beha- 
viour was  muoh  otiore  owing  to  the  different 
tempers  of  thefe  philofophers^  than  that  the 
world  is  a  proper  object  of  conflant  fcorn  or 
forrow. 

What  a  delightful  place  is  this  world !  fays 
one  man  :  What  a  fcene  of  milcry !  fays  an- 
other :  yet  both  in  health,  and  the  former 
lives  in  a  cottage,  and  the  latter  in  a  palace. 

Pow 
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How  bright  and  charming  did  every  thing 
app^r  yefterday  ?  how  gloomy  and  hideous^ 
to  the  fanie  pcrfoni  do  all  things  feem  to  day? 
yet  nothing  is  changed  but  the  man's  temper. 
What  excellent  peaches  and  nedtarines,  fays 
one  old  fellow  to  another,*  with  a  difh  of 
fruit  before  them,  had  we  when  we  were 
young,  and  how  four  and  crabbed  are  they 
now )  Aye,  aye,  replies  his  companion,— 
they  might  well  be  -fo, — ^fbr  then  what  a 
warm  fun  we  had  *  ? 

For  what  reafon  did  our  amorous  poet 
WdUer  write  fo  much  of  the  love  of  ^omen 
when  he  was  young,  and  of  divine  love  in 
his  old  a^  ?  Very  probably  for  the  fame  rea- 
fen  that  Solomon^  as  the  rabbles  fky,  wrote 
the  Canticles  in  his  youth,  the  Proverbs  whea 
he  was  of  riper  years,  and  the  Ecclejiaftes 
when  he  was  old.  Men,  add  thefe  Jewijh 
writers,  ufually  compofe  fongs  when  the^ 
are  young,  parables  when  they  are  grown  to 
be  perfca  men,  and  difcourfes  of  the  vanity 
of  things  in  their  declining  years. 

MMCENAS  folicited  Horace,  in  his  ad- 
vanced  age,  to  write  again  in  the  lyric  ftrain; 
but  he  excufed  himfelf,  and  fays, 

Non  eadem  eji  atas,  non  mem."-^ 

And  %  little  after  adds, 

E  e  4  Nu?ic 

*  I  think  there  is  fom^thing  like  thUia  GU  Bkt^ 
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Nfinc.  itaqui  it  V^fus  et  eatery  ludicra  pono  : 

^id  verum  atque  decern  euro  et  rogOj  et  omms  in  bee  Jim  : 

Condo  et  compono^  qua  mox  depromere  pojjm  '• 

From  whence  did  it  proceed  that  Erafmuf 
acknowledged,  if  he  were  put  to  the  trial  of 
fuflfering  martyrdom  for  his  religioq,  he  be- 
lieved he  ihould  imitate  St.  Petfr  f  and  that 
Luther^  when  told  by  his  friends,  if  be  went 
to  the  diet  oi  Worms ^  he  would  fhare  the  (aipe 
fate  with  John  Hufs^  who  was  burnt  alivf^ 
for  a  heretic,  anfwered,  he  would  go  thither, 
(to  defend  his  religious  opinions)  if  there 
were  as  many  devils  combined  againft  htm 
jn  that  city  as  tiles  upon  {lie  houfes  ? 

Wh  Y  is  Pr .  *  f  *  *  *  *  ♦  f  ♦  fo  flamingly 
zealous  ?  And  why  does  he  treat  eypry  one, 
who  differs  from  him  in  opinion,  with  ^fpe- 
rity  and  abufe  ?  And  why  do|h  the  bifhop 
of  *****♦***♦  behave  to  all  men  and 
all  parties  with  affability  and  humanity  ?    . 

What  may  be  the  reafon  that  the  Rpv. 
Mr.  H  *  *  *  *  ^  endeavours  to  terrify  hi? 
auditors  into  the  belief  and  pradice  of  reli- 
pqn  by  telling  them,  tha|t  hell  is  opening 
her  mouth  to  fwallow  them  up  in  endlels 
perdition,  the  indignation  of  an  almighty 
God  ready  to  fall  upon  them,  and  worfe  than 
ten   thoqfand  falling  mill-ftones,  ready  to 

^  JLib.  L  ep.  L 
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gHnd  them  to  powder  ?  And  why  does  Dr. 
♦  ***♦*  perfuade  men  to  be  virtuous  and 
idi^ous  by  fetting  before  them  the  deforx 
mity  of  vice,  the  amiablenefs  of  virtue,  the 
beauty  of  holinefs,  and  the  infinite  goodnefs 
of  their  Creator  ? 

JRACUNDUS  has  knowledge  and  learn- 
ing, and  every  quality  to  make  an  agreeable 
companion,  but  ope :  for  want  of  that  he  ts 
fhunned  by  all  who  know  him.  If  you  op'* 
pofe  any  of  his  fentiments,  you  immediately 
fee  his  countenance  alter :  upon  the  flighteft 
coatradi£tion  the  blood  feems  ready  to  ftart 
through  his  face,  apd  his  opponent  is  very 
lucky  if  he  coipes  off  without  a  challenge. 

J!q  what  caufe  is  it  owing  that  fome  men, 
and  many  more  women,  are  fo  full  of  rap- 
ture in  their  devotion?  And  from  whence 
does  it  proceed  that  they  talk  of  the  love  of 
pod  whom  th^y  have  not  feen,  in  the  fame 
Arain,  and  with  the  fame  amorous  exprpiHons, 
as  they  would  of  a  paramour  before  their 
eyes? 

*f  O  love  of  fweetnefs,"  fays  St.  AtiJHn^ 
"  O  fwpetnefs  of  love,  that  doft  not  tor- 
*^  ment,  but  delight,  that  doft  always  burn, 
?*  and  art  never  ejctindl !  fweet  Q)riji^  good 
**  Jd^^y  ^y  God,  my  love,  kindle  me  all 
V  over  with  thy  fire,  with  the  love  of  thee, 
f '  with  thy  iweetnefs,  thy  joy^  thy  pleafure. 
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'^  and  concupifcence^  that  bdlng  aU  fbU  of 
^  the  fweetnefs  of  thy  love^  all  oh  l!re  with 
^'^  the  flame  of  thy  icharity,  I  thay  lore  thee, 
^  my  God,  with  my  whole  heart,  and  wkh 
**  all  the  power  erf'  my  inward  parts/*  totii 
medullis  pracordiorum  meorum^  as  it  is*  in  the 
^ginal.  Again,  ^^  O  banquet  of  love» 
^  heavenly  fweet,  let  my  bowds  be  |«^ 
^  frefhed  by  thee,  my  inwirdf  parte  qver- 
**  flow  with  the  neiftar  of  thy  love  ^'^ 

St.  7Vr{/2?,  in  her  life  written  by'hcrfelf^ 
tells  us  (he  had  a  viflon  of  angels  \  and  a  fis* 
raphim,  as  (he  foppofed,  pierced  her  heart 
with  a  fiery  dgrt^  and  when  he  pulled  it  out 
again,  it  left  her  wholly  inflamed  withgr^at 
Idvc  to  God  J  but  uhder  exceffive  pain;  which 
yet  caufedYo  great  pleafure,  that  dSs  isoutd 
ftot  defirc  «o  have  it  removed  *.        -  ' 

^^  Let  me  (lay  and  entertain  my  tbnging 

"  foul  with  the  contemplation  of  thy  beauty; 

"  till  "thou  (halt  condefcend  to  kifs  me'wtdl 

•*  the  kifTes  of  thy  ipouth,  till  thou  flialt 

'*  bring    me    into    thy     banqueting-houfe. 

"  My  God,   my  happinefs,  who  art  filrer 

''  than  the  children  of  men,  draw  me,  and 

"  I  will  run  after  thee—wound  m^e  deep', 

"  and  ftrike  me  through  with  the  arrows  of 

*^  a  divine  paffion  \" 

"  Uf, 

^  Meditations,  tranflated  by  Sta/th^pi,  p.  258. 

J  Page  232. 

*  /^T^r/Vs  Mifc^V  izmo^^-  ^^^  ^tA.^^\. 
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.  ^^  ;Uf,  my  foul,  become,  an  bumble  fpoofc 
^t>f  the  hord  Jefus,  fcpd  thyfelf  with  his 
^^  beauty,  make  him  thy  darling,  receive  him 
**  into  thy  bofom,  quench  thy  thir ft  with 
*^^  his  bloody  hold  him  &ft,  do  not  let  him 
^*go.---0  lovely  bridegrootn  of  my  foul, 
^*  wound  my  heart,  that  it  may  be  fick  of 
^MoveV 

«*  Mv  deareft  Lord,  when  /hall  I  tfxpy 
«^  and  talk  with  thee  alone,  inJanguage  Hoft 
V  and  tender,  fwect  and  charming,  as  the  un^ 
**  re&rved  retirements  and  endearing  whif<* 
^*  pers  of  the  moft  paiSonate.  lovers  ^  ?" 
'  It  is  eafy  to  perceive,  fcom  whence  this 
anntorous  devotion  flowsi, , .     . .  * 

How  happens  it  that,  people  are  one  day 
ijuHe  ^0kd^.:^p  they  imagine,  with  rays  of 
divjne  light,  in- perfeiSfc  extafies, ,  and  lifted  up 
tp  the  third. beaten  ^^  ; and  the  next,  without 
any.iiiitery0fiiiQg  milbehavbur,  clouded,  iri 
de^^tr,  and ;  funk,  d^wa  to.  the  bottomle^ 

tit  }•  ..,*'..  < 

.,JPl|ipM  what  .does  it  pr9$:?ed  that  feme 
TO^inft  fbfe  ©^Hy  i^  mpft/acceptaMy  wpr-* 
fljftpped  by  figbing,  forrowing,  and  groan- 
i«g.i,  49fi  others  ,by_iinging,,  dancing,  and 

merry-making  ? 

The 

^  Harneck's  Fire  of  the  Altar,  p.  33,  34.  ^  Thomai 
i  Xefnpisj  tranflatfed  by  Stanhope^  p.  325.  For  this  and 
fome  of  the-fertgoing  inftances  of  amorous  devotion^ 
^c  flfq  the  foregoing  |)ages  276, 277^  2'jc^* 
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The  Ifraelites  were,  at  times,  much  ad- 
dided  to  this  mirthful  devotion ;  and  their 
king  Davidj  in  his  youth,  appears  to  have 
been  a  notable  perforaier  in  it 

^«  —  l^us  all  Ifrael  brought  up  the  ark  (ff 
•*  the  covenant  of  the  Lord  with  Jhmting^  and 
«^  with  found  of  the  cornet^  and  with  trumpets^ 
**  and  with  cymbals^  making  a  wife  with  pfaU 
*f  teries  and  harps  *.  And  as  the  ark  of  the 
•*  Lord  came  into  the  city  g^  David,  Michal, 
^  Saul'i  daughter^  looked  through  a  mndiw^ 
^'  and  f aw  king  David  leaping  and  dancing 
^'  before  the  Lord  "/' 

♦*  The  Hottentots  feem  to  have  fome  vc* 
•*  neration  for  the  moon,  on  whofe  appear-^ 
^'ance,  at  certain  times,  they  aflemble  in 
"  great  numbers,  *  *  *  ♦  and  dance,  clap 
^'  their  hands,  and  cry  and  rave  all  night  \ 

In  ihouting,  fcreaming,  jumping,  dancing, 

&r.  lie  all  their  formalities  in  the  worfhip 
•*  of  the  moon  •.—The  fervours  of  their  dc- 
**  votion  are  unequalled.  When  they  Jiavc 
"  done,  they  retire  to  their  feveral  homes 
*'  with  as  much  chearfulnefs  and  fatisfiu>>* 
**  tion  as  any  other  people  in  the  world  dd 
^*  from  the  performance  of  their  religioiis 
"  duties  ^'' 

Why 

^  I  Chron.  ch.  xv.  28.  «  a  SamuiUKvu  16. 

»  Prefent  State  of  the  Capf  of  Godd-Heipi^  vol.  I.  p.  96. 
•  Ibid,  p,  97.  V  llfxi^^^Q^, 
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Why  do  certain  perfons  fancy  themselves 
under  divine  impulfes,— leave  hou(e  and  &«« 
mily)  wife  and  children,  and  ramble  about 
the  world  after  fpiritual  adventures?  To 
what  is  it  owing  that  many  are  fo  credulous 
as  to  believe  all  the  monilrous  and  ridiculous 
ftories  they  are  told  ?  and  others  fuch  fceptics 
as  to  doubt  the  moft.manifeft  truths,  and  be 
hardly  certain  of  their  own  exiftence  ?  Why 
does  Probus^  although  one  of  the  beft  of  men, 
defpair  of  his  falvation  j  and  Moravius,  tho* 
he  wallows  in  vice,  think  his  calling  and 
elfeftion  fure  ? 

What  has  enabled  fome  men  to  be  fo 
calm  when  at  the  point  of  death,  as  to  com- 
pofe  verfcs  upon  their  approaching  diflblu- 
tion  ?  and  others  even  to  make  a  jefl:  of  this 
king  of  terrors  ? 

ji BRIAN,  upon  his  death-bed,  thus 
accofted  his  foul  in  the  following  welUknowm 
lines:        . 

jinimula^  vagula,  blandula^ 
HofpeSy  comefque  corporis, 
S^a  nunc  alibis  in  loca, 
Pallidula,  rigida,  nudula? 
^Nef^  utfoks,  dabisjoca. 

Which  are  thus  imitated  by  Mr^  Prior : 

Poor 


» • 


^ 
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Pew  littky  pretty,  futering  things 
Mufi  we  no  longer  Uve  together  f 
And  dofi  tbou  prune  tby  tremiUng  wing^ 
To  take  tbyjUgbt  tbou  knoiw^fi  not 


Thy  humorous  vein,  thy  pleafing  foUj^ 
Lies  all  negleSled,  all  forgot : 
And  pen/he,  wav'ring,  melancholy^ 
Tbou  dread'Ji  andhop^Jl  tbou  knowji  not  wbat4 

The  reader,  who  undcrftands  French,  will 
not  perhaps  be  difpleafed  to  fee  here  alfo 
Monfieur  Fontenelle^s  imitation  of  thefe  re- 
markable verfes : 

ft 

*■ 
Ma  petite  ame,  ma  mtgnonne^ 

Tu  fen  vas  done,  tnafiUe,  fs?  Dieuffafbeou  tu  vas: 

Tu  pars  feulette,  nui\  £2?  tremblotante,  betas  I 

^e  deviendra  ton  bumeur  folifbonne? 

^e  deviendront  tant  de  jolts  ibats  ? 

MARGARET  of  Auftria,  dsiughter  to  an 
emperor,  was  contraded  in  marriage  to  a 
king's  fon,  who,  after  the  death  of  his  father^ 
fent  her  back  to  her  own  country,  and  re- 
fufed  to  marry  her,  tho*  he  had  oiade  a  (o^ 
lemn  promife  fp  to  do:  after  this  (he  was 
betrothed  to  another  prince,  and  in  her  paf- 
fa^e  by  fea  to  meet  her  fpoufe,  fo  violent  a 
Aorm  arofe,  that  die  expe(3:ed  immediatP 
death,  at  which  time  (he  compofed  this 
epiftph  for  herfelf : 


tc 


Cfg^Miirgie,  la ^H dannifelk^ 
^^^  ^kux  maris^  et  encore  efi  pucelle. 

VE&PASIAN,  when  at  the  point  of 
deathy  ift  ridicule  of  that  cuftom  among  the 
R$maris  bf  deifying  their  emperors  as  foon  as 
they  were  dead^  laid  to  thofe  aboat  him^ 
"  1  find  I  am  beginning  to  be  a  God/* 

RABELAIS  made  as  much  a  jeft  of 
death  as  he  had  done  of  life :  being  very  near 
his  end,  cardinal  Du  Bettay  fent  his  page  to 
inquire  after  his  health.  "  Tell  my  lord," 
faid  he,  '^^  in  what  circumftances  thou 
findefl  me  ;  I  am  juft  going  to  take  a  leap 
in  the  dark,  Je  nCen  vay  cbercber  un  grand 
peutejlre :  let  down  the  curtain,  the  farce 
"  is  done."  A  little  before  this  he  called 
for  his  domino  (sl  fort  of  hood  worn  by  fome 
ecclefiaftics)  faying, "  Put  me  on  my  domino^ 
•*  I  will  die  in  it,  for,  beati  qui  in  DOMiNxy 
•*  moriuntttr.*' ' 

Wh«:ic  Sir  Thomas  More^  in  order  to  fuffer 
death,  was  afcehding  the  fcaffold,  it  ifecmed 
lb  wedky  as  to  be  in  danger  of  falling :  uponr' 
which,  turning  brifkly  to  the  officer  who  at-- 
tended  iSm;  "  1  pray,"  faid  he,  "  fee  me 
"  fafe  up,  and  for  my  coming  down,  letihc 
*' fliift  rfor.'tnyfclfi"  Aiid  after  laying  his 
head  Hpoin)jthe  hk^rk,  be  had  the  execotiqner 
^y'^till  he  had  put  afide  his  beard,  faying, 
''^'^Tintitsad  Mvtt  committed  any  troafefi/' 
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But  to  proceed  with  our  inquirie9---Why^ 
the  fame  men  make  others  martyrs  for  religion, 
and  then  become  martyrs  themfelves  ?  What 
caufed  the  wife,  the  learned,  and  excellent 
archbifhop  Fenelon  to  be  captivated  by  the 
enthufiaftic  reveries  of  a  woman  more  than 
half  diftradted  ^  ?  And  why  was  the  late  Mn 
j^*  *  *  *  *  «  induftrious  in  hunting  after 
paradoxes,  bufy  in  applying  prophecies  and 
explaining  revelation,  and  extremely  fond  of 
the  apoftolical  conftitutions  ?  And  tho'  he  dif- 
fered fo  much  from  himfelf  at  different 
times,  and  was  remarkably  variable  in  his 
religion,  why  was  he  violent  againfl  all  who 
differed  from  him,  efpecially  on  religious 
fubjedts? 

Is  not  the  caufe  of  one  of  the  mofl  emi- 
nent wits  in  our  age  writing  fatires  againfi 
mankind,  and  defcribing  his  own  fpecies  as 
a  parcel  of  monkeys,  quite  evident?  And 
did  it  not  proceed  principally  from  the  fame 
caufe,  that  a  moft  admirable  poet,  his  co- 
temporary,  chaftized  thofe  he  difliked  with 
fcorpions  ? 

FlioM  what  did  it  proceed  that  jicbifopbel 
was, 

Rejilefs^  unfixt  in  principles  and  place  i 
In  powr  unpleas'd^  impatient  ofdifgrace '  ? 

And 

^  Madame  Giy^/STi  '  DryMi  Aifd^mtsA 

Jditcphd. 
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And  Zifftn\ 

A  manfo  various^  that  he  fttnCd  to  he 
Nat  cney  hit  all  mankind* s  epit9me : 
Stiff  in  ^nions^  always  in  the  wrong : 
Was  every  thing  by  ft  arts  ^  and  nothing  long ; 
But^  in  the  courfe  of  one  revolving  moony 
Was  chynufty  fidler^  ftatefman^  and  buffoon : 
Then  all  for  women^  paintings  rhyming^  drinking: 
Befides  ten  thoufand  freaks  that  dfd  in  thinking  *. 

EPA  MI  NO  NBAS  and  Peiopidas  being 
joint  commanders  of  the  Tbeban  forces,  con^ 
tinued  in  their  pofts,  purely  to  perform  fpme 
very  confidcrable  ferviccs  for  their  country, 
four  months  longer  than  the  tiot^  limited 
by  law :  for  this  they  were  both  impeachedi 
and  in  great  danger  of  their  lives.  Epami-* 
fwndas  bore  the  accufation  and  trial  very  pa- 
tiently, eAeeming  it,  fays  Plutarch^  a  mark 
of  courage  and  generofity  not  to  refent  \hct 
injuries  of  his  rUizcns:  but  Pehpidas  regarded 
this  treatment  in  a  different  ligHk,  and  was 
extremely  irritated  againft  hrs  countrymebt* 
When  the  former  of  thefe  was  mortally 
wounded  in  the  battle  of  Mantinea  with  a 
dart,  he  would  not  fuffer  it  to  be  drawn  out 
of  his  body  'till  he  knew  the  iffuc  of  the 
fight  5  but  no  fooner  was  he  told,  that  his 
army  had  gained  the  viciory,  than  he  de- 
clared, as  C.  Nepos  informs  us,   he  had  lived 

F  f  long 

»  JhU. 
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long  enough,  for  he  (hould  die  unconquercd: 
then  he  gave  leave  to  extradt  the  weapon, 
and  immediately  expired.  How  fhall  we 
account  for  the  different  condudt  of  thefe 
eminent  perfonages  on  the  fame  occafion? 
And  to  what  fhall  we  afcribe  that  remark- 
able equanimity  fo  confpicuous  in  all  the  be- 
haviour and  adions  of  Epamincmdas  ? 

CHARLES  X\l,  ]ii\ng  oi  Sweden,  when 
but  a  boy,  infifled  with  the  greatefl  heat  and 
obflinacy  againfl  the  queen  his  grand-mother, 
that  the  blue  coat  he  had  then  on  was  black. 
Another  time,  upon  her  not  immediately 
opening  the  door  of  her  chamber  at  his  re- 
quefl:,  he  ran  his  head  with  fuch  violence 
againfl  it,  that  he  fell  down  fenfelefs.  In 
his  adult  age  he  infifled,  that  a  wall  which 
his  fledge-horfe  had  run  againfl,  fhould  be 
pulled  down,  that  he  might  have  his  will  of 
driving  over  it.  Another  time  he  would 
make  his  horfe  bend  and  crawl  along  with 
him  through  a  low  pafFage,  where,  had  the 
horfe  raifed  itfclf  ever  fo  little,  he  mufl  in- 
feUibly  have  lofl  his  life  '.  Do  we  not 
plainly  fee  from  thcfe  inftances  of  obflinacy 
and  violence  in  this  prince's  childhood  and 
youth,  to  what  the  extreme  delight  he  al- 
ways took  in  war,  and  that  frantic  and  furious 


»  Travels  through  Gtrmany,  fSc.  By  J.  G.  Ktjfer^ 

voJ*  I.  p.  158. 
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behaviour  at  Bender^  which  occafioned  the 
Turks  to  call  him  Head  of  Iron,  and  indeed 
the  whole  condudt  of  his  life  was  owing? 
and^  in  particular^  why  he  was  fo  remark* 
ably  vindidlive,  implacable,  and  tyrannical  ? 

.  CAIUS  GRACCHUS  was  a  perfon  of 
very  extraordinary  abilities^  but  in  continual 
broils.  It  is  obferved  of  him,  that  his  coun- 
tenance, gefture,  and  motion  were  earned 
and  vehement:  when  he  harangued  the  peo- 
ple, he  would  walk  about  the  roftrum,  and 
in  the  heat  of  his  orations  pull  his  gown  off 
his  jfhoulders^,  and  was  the  firft  among  the 
Romans  who  ufed  fuch  geftures.  Being, 
when  purfued  by  his  enemies,  deferted  by 
thofe  he  expected  would  have  defended  him 
againfl:  the  fenate,  it  is  reported  he  prayed 
earnedly  to  the  goddefs  Diana^  that  the 
Roman  people,  as  a  punifhment  for  their  in- 
-gratitude  and  treachery,  might  remain  in 
perpetual  flavery.  Does  it  not  evidently 
appear  to  what  caufe  the  violence  of  Caius'^ 
behaviour  and  a(5tions,  and  in  a  great  mea* 
fiirc  his  unhappy  end,  might  be  juftly  at- 
tributed ? 

BOMPONIU^  jfTTlCUS  lived  at  a  time 
when  the  commonwealth  of  Rome  was  torn 
to  pieces  by  civil  vvars :  he  engaged  in  none 
of  them,  nor  fided  with  any  of  the  contend- 
ing parties,  but  was  beloved  by  Pompey^ 

F  f  2  Cafir^ 
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Cafar^  Mark  Antmy^  and  'Brntu^,  When 
Atticus  was  young,  the  fweethcfs  of  his  afpeft 
and  elocution  was  very  remarkable.  And  it 
is  recorded  of  him^  by  C.  Nepoi^  that  he 
never  managed  a  criminal  procefs  againft  any 
One^  nor  fubfcribed  to  an  accufation,  or  ever 
went  to  law.  If  much  of  this  condud 
might  be  owing  to  prudence,  is  it  not  appa- 
rent that  much  alfo  was  owing  to  natural 
temper  ?  Nay,  may  we  not  afcribe  great  part 
of  the  former  to  the  latter  ? 

What  rendered  Sardanapalus^  Tiberhn 
Cafar^  Heliogabahsy  pope  Alexander  VI,  and 
his  fon  Cafar  Borgia^  with  multitudes  more, 
fuch  prodigies  of  wickednefs?  And  what 
caufed  Titus  Vefpafian^  Marcus  Antoninus^ 
Adrian^  Ariftides^  and  a  few  others  amiong 
the  great,  to  be  fuch  (hining  examples  d 
virtue  ? 

Although  it  is  as  natural  for  moft  tattk 
to  be  wicked  as  for  the  fparks  to  fly  upward^ 
yet  there  are  a  fmall  number  naturally  good. 
They  are^  by  nature,  fa  happily  formed  that 
every  thing  indecent,  confequently  all  vice, 
IS  (hocking  in  their  fight :  to  them 

Vice  is  a  monfter  of  fo  frightful  mein^ 
Asy  to  be  bated^  needs  but  to  befeen  *. 

And  to  fuch  virtue  appears  with  a  moft  ami«» 

able  af£e£t. 

Meks 
*  "  P^s  SfQQnd  Epvft\t* 
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Mens  opinions,  ^ven  upon  fpeculative 
fubjedls,  are  greatly  influenced  by  their  iia-^ 
tural  difpofitions.  How  different,  many 
times^  arc  the  fentiments  of  the  compafli- 
onate  and  the  cruel,  the  courageous  and  the 
timorous ""  ?  Nay,  how  oppofite  are  the  opi-* 
nions  of  the  fame  perfpn  when  in  a  melan- 
choly mood,  to  what  they  are  when  he  ig 
c)iearful  ?  in  a  low  and  defponding  (late,  to 
what  they  are  in  an  elevated  and  happy  cop* 
dition  ?  Thus  do  our  conftitutions  greatly 
influence  our  way  of  thinking  as  well  as  our 
manners.  When  I  obferve  a  robufl,  round- 
faced  fellow,  of  a  ^nguine  compledionj 
herding  with  fanatics  and  enthufiafts,  I  can- 
not help  fufpeding  that  his  attachfnents  are 
much  more  of  a  flefhly  than  a  fpiritual  na- 
ture^ apd  that  he  has  much  clofer  cpnne3ion$ 
with  the  fiflerhood  than  with  the  brother- 
hood :  but  when  I  fee  a  poor  weakly  creaturCj 
with  a  rueful  length  of  countenance,  and  of 
a  melancholy  compl^dlion,  among  the  fra-^ 
ternity,  I  Conclude  he  may  be  an  enthufiaf^ 
by  conftitutloUi  and  confequently  in  earnefti 

Since  the  natural  temper  has  fo  great  aq 
influence  on  almofl:  every  part  we  have  tQ 
adt,  how  unfprtunalte,  by  nature^  are  multt* 
tudes  of  men  !  However,  in  fomc,  this  i^ 

F  f  3  not 

^  We  fee  that  people  of  violent  tempers  arc  frc-- 
quendy  great  bigots,  and  thofe  of  fearful  difpoiitions  art 
very  apt  to  be  credulous  aad  fuperfiitlQUS% 
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not  without  remedy.  It  has  been  clfewhere 
*  obferved,  that  Socrates^  tho'  one  of  the  moft 
virtuous  perfons  the  gentile  world  hath  to 
boaft  of,  yet  acknowledged,  that  he  was 
naturally  inclined  to  be  vicious. 

PHOCION  appeared  by  nature  to  be  au- 
ftere  and  morofe,  infomuch  that  he  was 
hardly  ever  feen  to  laugh ;  yet  on  many  oc- 
cafions  (hewed  remarkable  mildnefs  and 
command  of  temper.  At  a  time  when  he 
was  fpeaking  to  the  people  of  Atbens^  on  a 
fubjcdl  of  great  public  concernment,  he  was 
very  rudely  interrupted  and  grofly  abufed  by 
an  unmannerly  orator :  Pbocion  fat  down  *till 
this  fellow  had  done;  then  rofe  up,  and  pro- 
ceeding with  his  difcourfe,  took  no  more 
notice  of  any  thing  the  orator  had  faid  than 
if  he  had  not  heard  him.  As  this  admirable 
man  was  paffing  to  the  place  of  his  execu- 
tion, one  of  the  rabble  fpit  in  his  face :  upon 
which  Pbocion  J  turning  to  the  officers,  only 
faid,  "  Will  nobody  correft  this  fellow's 
^*  rudenefs?''  And  when  juft  before  his 
jdeath  a  friend  afked  him  if  he  would  fend 
any  meflage  to  his  fon;  "Yes,  by  all  means,'* 
faid  he,  "  command  him  from  me  to  for- 
"  get  the  Atbeniam  ill  treatment  of  his 
«  father." 

It  is  not  uncommon  for  great  virtues  and 
great  vices  to  exift  in  the  fame  perfon :  when 
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the  former  predominate,  they  many  times,  in 
a  confiderable  degree  at  leaft,  fubdue  the 
latter,  and  form  a  worthy  and  an  excellent 
charader :  when  the  latter  gain  an  afcen- 
dency,  the  former  are  frequently  deftroyed 
or  rendered  ufelefs,  and  the  whole  man  is 
then  fo  contaminated  as  to  become  a  mere 
mafs  of  corruption.  Where  there  arc  fomc 
good  qualities,  an  early  cultivation  of  thenji 
by  ufeful  precepts  and  examples,  and  inuring 
the  poflefTor  to  right  habits,  may  be  attended 
with  the  moil  happy  confequences.  But 
where  nature  has  fupplied  no  proper  mate- 
rials, nothing  that  is  valuable  can  ever  be 
erefted. 

On  the  whole,  it  ieems  evident,  that  mens 
condu£t  and  opinions  alfo  are  greatly  in« 
fluenced  by  their  natural  difpoiitions,  and 
that  happinefs  depends  much  more  upon  our 
tempers  than  on  our  underflandings :  f6r  we 
fee  many  perfons  of  the  beft  fenfe,  tho'  in 
health  and  plenty,  exceedingly  unhappy; 
but  very  few  fo,  in  the  like  circumflances^ 
who  are  remarkably  good-natured.  Indeed^ 
that  quick  feniibility  which  generally  accom- 
panies fine  fenfe,  notwithftanding  it  may 
,  afford  fome  peculiar  pleafures  to  thofe  who 
poiTefs  it,  yet  oftentimes  contributes  to  render 
them  uneafy  and  uncomfortable. 
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DECEIT   and   L  Y  I  N  G  ^, 

'  '  Delivered  before  a 

Mixed  and  numerous  AiTembly  of  both  S(X(s« 
Deceit  being  the  Orator. 

NOTWITHSTANDING  the  high 
rank  and  dignity  of  our  ^mrly,  its 
great  antiquity,  our  extehfive  dominion,  and 
the  general  ufe  wc  arc  of  to  all  orders  and 
degrees  of  men  in  every  profeffion,  art,  and 
trade,  and  in  almbft  all  negotiations  and 
tranfaftions  of  the  world ;  yet  fo  far  arc  wc 
firom  obtaining  thofe  honours  and  praifes  we 
fo  juftly  merit,  that  we  are  univerfally  dcn 

cried 

'  y  Alcfaou^  the  author  of  this  trifle  is  well  aware  how 
greatly  it  muft  fufSer  by  being  named  with  Er^fy9ii$ 
Miria  Encomium^  yet  he  chufe^  to  acknowledge  thp 
hint  was  taken  from  that  celebrated  performance ;  by 
which  he  hopesr  the  deiigning  part  will  be  fufficiently 
warranted,  however  unworthy  of  the  highly-finiihe^ 
Oiigtoal  this  flight  (ketch  may  be  in  the  executioq. 
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cried  wid  fppk?n  ovij  of;  m%  our  very  flaves, 
who  ufo  wfiplQyf d  in  wr  vil^  drudge, 

d^py  our  Fuk  and  dominion  over  (hetn. 
This  being  thf5  caf*,  who  c^n  blame  w  for 
dpipg  jttftic?  to  ourf^lves,  y^?Qningo«r  own 

honours,  and  dwiQnftrating  what  general 
fervie?  we  ^r?  of  to  an  ungrateful  world  ? 

Know  then,  that  our  pr<jgenitor  is  a 
mighty  moqarch,  to  whprn  many  app«llar 
tiopa  or  titles  are  giv^p,  particularly  that  of 
Bfflz^h  We  (Llfeeiimd:Lyit^)^vt  hit 

immediate  offspring :  and  as  Palli^s  ( td 
whom  we  plaiHi  relation,  which  (he  con- 
ftantly  refufes  to  admit)  was  <:hopped  out  of: 
JifpiUr^s  head  8Pd  came  forth  armed,  fo 
jM-gpepded  we  from  B^^lzebtib"^  h?art,  bofft: 
with  aU  our  te^th  full  growp»  and  armed  a|f(» 
at  all  points.  We  are  twins,  hut  I  have  (;he. 
honour  to  be  the  elder:  however,  we  ar^ 

co-heir^  to  our  father'?  kiipgdom.   . 

SoMB  of  you,  my  auditors,  piay  pe^hstps 
obje<3;  or  argue,  that  although  wc  a?"?  uft7 
doubt^dly  of  royal  ifTue,  y?t  our  anceft^r  wa9 
a  very  wicked  prince,  and  that  we  €iurfe}ve6 
have  always  done,  and  now  are  oontipaallji! 
doing,  much  mifchief  in  the  world,  therefore? 
have  no  title  to  honour  ia  q\\x  own  right  of 
that  of  our  anceflior.  But  furely  this  object 
tion  or  argupaent  can  be  of  no  force,  becaufj^ 
it  proves  too  pittch :  for  if  only  fueh  pripce^i 

or 
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or  other  great  perfoDages,  who  are  born  of 
good  and  worthy  parents^  or  who  themfelTes 
2&  worthily  and  virtaoufly^  were  to  be  ho* 
noured,  what  a  condition  would  the  gene- 
ndity  of  kin^s^  princes^  and  other  great  peo** 
pie  be  in  ?  loftead  of  thinking  fo  highly  of 
themfelves  as  they  moftly  do,  and  exacting 
fuch  reverence  from  others,  they  might 
hamble  themfelves  in  duft  and  aflies,  and 
with  great  propriety  cry  put,. — ^Lord,  have 
mercy  upon  us !  as  well  as  upon  thofe  over 
whom  we  rule  and  govern. 

This  objed:ion  then  being,  as  we  think, 
fufficiently  anfwered  and  removed,  and  our 
claim  to  royal  parentage  and  the  honours 
thereunto  annexed  fully  fettled  and  eftablifhed, 
we  fhall  proceed  to  demonftrate  our  anti- 
quity, and  the  great  advantage  we  always 
have  been  and  ftill  are  of  to  the  generality 
of  mankind  from  the  higheft  to  the  loweft. 

Our  antiquity  will  fufficiently  appear, 
when  we  come  to  {hew,  as  we  (hall  in  the 
progrefs  of  this  difcourfe,  the  ufe  made  of  us 
in  the  earliefl:  ages  of  the  world:  it  may 
therefore  fuffice  at  prefent  juft  to  mention, 
that  very  foon  after  the  creation,  the  ferpent, 
who  was  it  feems  more  fubtle  than  any  beaft 
of  the  field,  beguiled  or  deceived  Eve.  Whe- 
ther the  ferpent,  as  feme  have  imagined^ 
being  of  the  male  kind,  then  beguiled  or 

z  deceived 
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deceived  your  grandmother  in  the  manner 
niany  of  her  daughters  have  fince  been  de- 
ceived by  the  fame  fex,  I  will  not  take  upon 
m&  to  determine;  but  certain  it  is,  that  the 
great  bufinefs  of  multitudes  of  her  offspring 
has  been  to  beguile  and  deceive  one  an- 
other, from  that  time  to  this,  on  every  fub- 
je£t  and  in  every  way  they  could  contrive  or 
invent. 

In  this  laudable  employment,  the  plea  of 
antiquity  has  been  of  no  fmall  fervice  to  them 
and  to  us :  for  by  this  means  we  many  times 
repel  the  attacks  of  an  enemy,  and  ailault 
him,  as  it  were,  from  high  ground.  Truth, 
when  (he  endeavours  to  gain  our  votaries 
from  us,  (for  tho'  all  men  pretend  to  worfhip 
her,  yet  far  the  greater  number  are  really . 
devoted  to  us)  and  in  her  fmall  dill  voice 
t^Us  them,  on  one  fide,  of  impofitions,  impro- 
babilities, abfurdities,  impofllbilities ;  and  on 
the  other,  of  reafon,  proof,  and  demonftra- 
tion,  all  which  (he  offers  to  (hew  them  in 
the  clcareft,,  that  is  in  her  own,  light  f  we 
prefently  thunder  out  antiquity  and  authority^ 
—not  forgetting,  in  a  lower  voice,  to  whifper 
intereft :  by  means  of  the  firft  we  darken  all 
about  us,  and  a(loni(h  and  intimidate  our 
hearers  j  by  the  fecond  we  gain  their  hearts, 
and  keep  them  zealouHy  attached  to  our- 

felves. 

•  How 
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{j[o^  i^rvic^bl^  w«  have  been  to  the  an* 
^cnt  patriarchs,  to  lawgivers,  kings,  prophets^ 
QOd  (^iot$t  ^nd  to  ni^ny  other  great  perfonages 
^  fpf qof r  and  lajttef  times,  is  well  known  to 
allthc  worjd. 

ABRAHAM  and  -^r,  in  their  travels, 
tJiought  to  prefer vc  ^emfelves  from  danger, 
on  s^^CflVWt  of  their  handfome  wives,  by  our 
help.  When  Abraham  "  was  come  near  to 
*•  cn^er  ipto  Egypt y  he  (aid  unto  Sarah  his 
**  wife.  Behold  now,  I  know  thou  art  a  fair 
^*  V^Qn)9^  to  look  upon,  *  *  ^  Say,  I  pray 
^'  thee,' thou  art  ipy  fifter/'  Ag^in,  "  And 
•'  Abraham  faid  of  jSi^ri?/?  his  wife,  S|ie  is  oiy 
•*  fifter/'  In  the  fame  manner  did  Ifaac 
m^n^Q  refpe<5Ung  his  wife  lUbekifb^  And 
pray,  of  wjiat  eminent  fervice  werp  we  to 
Jaco^?  His  mother  ^d  he  confederated  to 
deceive  poor  blind  Ifific^  and  by  that  means 
chefted  his  brother  EJau  pf  the  bleQSng  de- 
iigned  for  him.  "  A^^i  Jaco^  f^id  unto  hj5 
«  father,  I  am  Efau  thy  firft-borp."  *  *  * 

And  he  ( Ifaac)  feid.  Art  thou  my  very  fon 

EJauf  And  he  faid,  I  am.'' 

A' TIER  this  Laian  deceived  jfacQb  by 
givjpg  hin^  Leah  in  the  room  of  gacbei. 
However,  if  wives  a^e  9  bleflipg,  J/^cob  had 
no  cauib  to  complain,  but  on  the  contrary  to 
yejojce  and  be  thankful:  for  he  got  Rachel 
afterwards,  and  fo  had  two  wives  inftead  of 
i  onci 
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ene ;  and  ai  they  Mcb  gavd  hef  ^hambef  ^ 
maid  to  him,  he  furely  had  reafon  tb  be  fa* 
tisfied,  if  they  wcfe.  Neverthelcfs  Jacob  iii 
his  turn  played  Laban  a  notable  trick  about 
his  cattle,  and  by  that  means  became  Exceed- 
ingly rich* 

Hating  juft  now  mentioned  an  emineilt 
Hebrew  lady  to  whom  we  were  io  remark'^ 
ably  Serviceable,  I  fhall  take  this  opportunity 
of  reminding  you,  ladies,  of  a  few  amoilg  th6 
many  obligations  your  fex  is  under  to  us  and 
our  family,  particularly  how  much  {omt  iz^ 
males  have,  by  our  means,  been  celebrated 
bodi  m  facred  artd  prophane  hiftory* 

Among  a  m^ultitude  of  inftaiices  that  might 
be  given  of  this,  I  (hall,  to  avoid  prolixity; 
fele£t  only  two  or  thwe.  And  firft,  the 
ekample  of  Jael  the  wife  of  Hebtr^  which 
does  equal  honour  to  the  perfon  of  whoi^ 
it  is  related,  and  the  bodk  it  is  related  in. 
The  ftory,  as  there  told,  is  this :  tn  a  battle 
between  the  Ifraelitex  led  by  Deborah  and 
Baraks  and  the  CoHMmtis  commanded  by 
Si/era^  the  latter  Was  defeated,  and  ^^  lied 
*^  away  on^his  feet  to  the  tent  of  Joel  thft 
^*  wife  of  Heber  the  Kemte  1  for  there  was 
"peace  between  J^bin'"  (Sijera^s  tm&ct) 
^^  mA  the  heufe  of  Heber  the  Kenite.  And 
**  Jd^i  went  out  to  mieet  Sifora,  and  fiird 
^  unto  him,  Tucn  in^  my  Iff  d>  turn  m  to  mt. 
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^*  fear  DOC :  and  when  he  had  tnnied  in  onto 
^^  her,  into  die  tent,  (he  covered  him  with  a 
«<  mantle.  And  he  iaid  anto  her.  Give  mc, 
^^  I  pray  thee,  a  little  water  to  drink,  for  I 
*^  am  diirfty :  and  (he  opened  a  bottle  of 
*^  milk,  and  gave  him  drink  and  covered 
^  him.  Again  he  (aid  unto  her.  Stand  in 
<^  the  door  of  the  tent,  and  it  (hall  be,  when 
^  any  man  doth  come  and  inquire  of  thee, 
**  and  (ay.  Is  there  any  man  here  ?  that  thou 
*•  (halt  fay.  No.  Then  Jael  took  a  nail  of 
^*  the  tent,  and  took  an  hanmier  in  her  hand, 
*'  and  went  fofdy  unto  him,  and  (inote  the 
*'  nail  into  his  temples,  and  £iftened  it  into 
^^  the  ground :  (for  he  was  &ft  afleep  and 
•*  weary)  fo  he  died." 

What  a  noble  a£tion  was  here !  and  how 
defervedly  extolled,  even  to  this  day,  altho' 
performed  above  three  thouland  years  fince! 

In  the  fong  of  Deborah  and  Barak  it  is 
faid,  "  Blefied  above  women  (hall  Jael  the 
"  wife  of  Heber  the  Kenite  be,  blcl&d  (hall 
•*  (he  be  above  women  in  the  tent.  He 
^^  a(ked  water,  and  (he  gave  him  milk,  (he 
«  brought  forth  butter  in  a  lordly  difli.  She 
«'  put  her  hand  to  the  nail,  and  her  right* 
^^  hand  to  the  workmens  hammer :  and  with 
**  the  hammer  (h?  fmote  Sifera^  (he  fmote 
<<  off  his  beajd,  when  (he  had  pierced  and 

ftricken  through  his  temples.  At  her  feet 
,  "he 
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"  bowed,  he  fell,  he  lay  down ;  at  her  feet 
**  he  bowed,  he  fell  5  where  he  bowed,  there 
**  he  fell  down  dead/' 

Like  unto  this  was  the  behaviour  of 
"Judith :  after  (he  had  fervently  prayed,  that 
the  Lord  would  "  fmite  by  the  DECEIT 
"  of  her  lips  the  fervant  v^ith  the  prince,  and 
**  the  prince  with  the  fervant,   and  brejJc 
down  their  ftatelinefs  by  the  hand  of  a 
woman;   (he  wa(hed  her  body  all  over 
with  water,  and  anointed  her(elf  with  prc- 
*'  cious  ointment,  and  braided  the  hair  of  her 
^'  head,  and  put  on  a  tire  upon  it,  and  put 
"  on  her  garment  of  gladnefs.      And  (he 
*'  took  fandals  upon  her  feet,  and  put  about 
"  her  bracelets,  and  her  chains,  and  her  rings, 
^'  and  her  ear-rings,  and  all  her  ornaments, 
^*  and  decked  herfelf  bravely,  to  allure  the 
"  eyes  of  all  men  that  (hould  fee  her."  After 
all  thefe  formidable  preparations  for  a  double 
execution,    away  (he  went  to   Holofernes^s 
camp,  and  by  her  deceitful  words,  infinuating 
flattery,  and  irrefiftible, beauty,  raviKhed  the 
general's  heart ;  and  being  left  alone  with 
him  all  night  in  his  tent,  after  another  de- 
vout prayer,  (he  with  his  own  fword  "  fmote 
twice  upon  his  neck  with  all  her  might, 
and    took    away  his  head    from  him/' 
Which  glorious  exploit  was  celebrated  in  a 
fong  of  her  own .  compofing,  wherein  (he, 

exultlu^ 
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txa\t\iig  over  Ebhfemes^^  amdng  6thtr  tf^ingS, 
feys,  <rf  fihgSj  "  Juditb  the  ifeughlef  6f 
.  "  Merari  weakened  him  with  the  bttuty  of 
^*  hdr  countenance.  For  (he  ^t  6fF  th*  gar- 
••  fUent  of  hct  widowhood,  ♦  ♦  *  «  and 
^^  Miohited  her  f^ce  with  ointment,  attd  bound 
^  her  half  in  a  tire,  and  tooit  a  linen  garn^nt 
*^  to  deceive  hittt.  Hef  fandals  favUhed  his 
•*  tye*,  her  beauty  took  his  rtind  pfifonef, 
^<  and  the  ^uchion  pafled  through  hid  Meek/' 
i  need  not  tell  yoii  what  ntinibera  of  fin6 
pidures,  fome  ik  theni  with  angels  fepre- 
kAXtA  as  approving  the  fa£):  and  rejoicing  at 
it^  have  alfo  been  drawn  to  preserve  the  te- 
tnembrance  of  this  applauded  adion^ 

So  much  for  iacred  writ :  as  to  prophane 
ft6ry, 

Had  not  Hekn  been  falfe  to  her  hufband, 
and  ran  away  with  Faris^  her  name  had  not 
been  eternised  in  Hotner*s  immortal  verfe. 

Bot  ad  you,  ladies,  are  not  all  fuch  he-- 
foines  as  thofe  I  have  juft  mentioned;^  you 
^nnot  expert  we  Ihould  lay  fuch  migibty 
obligations  upon  you  as  to  immortalize  yout 
names.  However,  you  muft  acknowledge 
.gtcat  favours  received  ftbtn  w.  Pray,  jtq 
whom  are  aldiofl:  ail  of  yon  beholden  for  the 
very  title  I  now  give  you  ?  And  we^e  it  not 
tbx  us,  what  a  lofs  would  you  be  at  for  the 
principal  fubjea  of  yoilr  converfalion  ?^«--d»A 

of 
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of  fcandalizing  all  your  acquaintance,  parti- 
cularly your  moil  intimate  friends  ?  But  above 
all  the  reft, — from  whom  do  you  receive  the 
moft  delightful  of  all  pleafures, — that  of  be- 
ing flattered  ?  Pray,  who  have  not  only  made 
ladies  of  you  all,  but  even  angels  and  god-* 
defies  of  far  the  greater  part  of  you  ?   - 

As  many  things  are  beft  known  by  their 
contraries,  and  the  value  of  them  moft  clearly 
feen  by  being  compared  with  others  of  a  dif- 
ferent kind ;  let  us,  if  you  pleafe,  ladies,  hear 
what  Truth  would  probably  fay  of  the  he- 
roines juft  mentioned,  and  of  many,  of  your^ 
fex  in  general.  Of  the  two  firft  (he  would 
certainly  affirm,  that  they  v^ere  a  reproach  to 
their  fpecies,  and  a  couple  of  bafe,  barbarous^ 
and  infamous  ai&ftins  ^  of  the  latter,  that  (he 
was  no  better  than  a  jilt  and  a  w  Of 

many  other  ladies  ftie  would  perhaps  acknow- 
ledge  they  were  handfome  enough,  and  of  a 
few  that  they  were  very  handfoaie :  but 
what  avails  beauty,  fays  ftie,  that  is  but  (kin 
deep  ?  it  is  the  beauty  of  the  mind  that  coni- 
fers intrinfic  value.  Befides  'tis  ten  t  >  one 
but  flie  would  impute  much  of  your  fecming 
bdauty,  as  fhe  would  call  it,  to  me,  and  afk 
whether  that  fine-<K)loured  hair  of  one,  and 
that  blooming  completion  of  anotheri  were 
natural  ? — Nay,  dear  ladies,  do  not  frown 
god  flirt  your  £uis  at  me*  It  is  iK>t  I  who 
.  '  G  g  ^ 
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jilk  any  of  thcfe  qucftions,  'tis  that  imperti- 
nent creature  Truth.  Then  again,  when  you 
difplay  your  outward  adorning,  of  plaiting 
the  hair,  and  of  wearing  of  gold,  or  putting 
on  of  apparel,  fhe  would  trump  up  that  old- 
fafliioned,  long-neglefted  ornament  of  a  meek 
and  quiet  fpirit,  and  pretend  truly  that  this 
is  of  great  price.  Moreover,  that  bold  bag- 
gage Truth  would  be  inquiring  what  fort  of 
jniftrefles  of  families,  parents  and  wives  you 
were  ?  Whether  you  looked  well  after  your 
houfhold  affairs  \  if  you  were  not  peevifli, 
proud,  and  tyrannical  miftreffes  to  your  fer- 
vants ;  carelefs  of  your  childrens  education, 
find  particularly  bad  examples  to  your  daugh- 
ters^  and  cxpenfive,  ill-tempered,  and,  at  beft, 
mere  ufelefs  wives?  And  {he  might  very 
probably  carry  her  inquiries  ftill  farther,  to 
thipgs  t  dare  not  fo  much  as  name.  Then 
again,  (he  would  affert,  that  the  principal 
reafon  why  your  families,  and  the  bufinefs 
of  thep,  are  irkfome  to  you,  is  the  habit 
fo  conftantly  indulged  of  frequenting  balls, 
concerts,  aflemblies,  routs,  ridottos,  mafque- 
rades,  Gfr.  &c. 

And  further,  (he  would  tell  you,  that  the 

placing  fo  much  of  your  pleafure  in  thefe 

gmufements  is  one  caufe  why  they  many 

times  afford  you  fo  little :  for  the  too  fre- 

r  i^uent  repetition  Qf  thepoi  entirely  deftroya 
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their  novelty:  and  furely  you  need  not  be 
told,  that  novelty  is  the  very  effence  of  plea- 
fure.  She  would  alfo  add,  that  you  often 
go  to  them  more  for  fafliion  fake,  or  becaufe 
you  do  not  know  what  in  the  world  elfe  to 
do  with  yourfelvcs  or  your  time,  than  for 
any  real  delight  you  find  in  them. 
^  After  this  unpolite  and  uncourtly  manner 
would  Truth  be  finding  fault  with  your  con- 
du£):  and  behaviour.  But  as  for  me,  dear 
ladies,  I  vow  and  protefl, 

Tou  hofve  no  faults^  or  I  no  faults  cahjpy  5 
Tou  are  all  beauty ^  or  all  blindnefs  i  *. 

Enough  doubtlefs  having  been  faid  to 
fhew  what  obligations  you,  ladies,  are  under 
to  our  family,  and  confequently,  whether 
the  preference  be  in  juftice  due  to  Truth  or 
to  Us,  I  muft  now  therefore  apply  again  prin- 
cipally to  the  male  part  of  this  afTembly. 

Whether  we  were  of  any  fervice  to  the 
Leader  and  Lawgiver  of  the  Ifraelites^  I  fhall 
leave  you,  my  auditors,  who  have  read  your 
bibles,  to  judge.  Certain  it  is  that  to  other 
LegiflatorSjfuchas  Lycurgus^  Numa^  Mahomet^ 
and  many  more,  we  have  afforded  great 
affiftance,  in  making  the  people  believe,  that 
the  religions  and  polities  they  inflituted  were 
of  divine  appointment, — As  to  Kings,  there 

Gg  2  is 

^  Codringtony  to  the  author  of  *e  Difgcaf^ 
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is  a  maxim  which  fays,—"  He  who  knows 
«*  not  how  to  diffemble  or  deceive,  knows 
«*  not  how  to  reign."  *Tis  plain,  moft  kings 
are  ftrid  obfervers  of  this  maxim :  for  they 
make  it  their  principal  bufinefs  to  deceive 
one  another,  and  their  fubgefts  alfo  j— -think- 
ing, no  doubt,  that  he  who  deceives  moft 
feigns  beft.  And  in  a  due  obfervance  of  our 
didates  they  are  imitated,  if  not  out-done, 
by  the  generality  of  their  Courtiers,  whofe 
unwearied  endeavours  are  to  deceive  both 
prince  and  people. 

The  Ambafladors  of  princes,  who  are  their 
reprefentatives,  do  generally,  as  in  duty  bound, 
cxaftly  copy  after  their  conftituents :  a  very 
confiderable  one  amongft  the  former  has  ac- 
knowledged, and  left  upon  record,  that  they 
are  employed  by  fovereigns  to  lye  for  dieir 
mafters  \ 

If  Truth  were  here  prefent,  as  I  hope  fhc 
is  not,  for  I  own  I  have  a  mortal  averfion  to 
her,  fhe  would  plead,  that  it  is  the  true  inte- 
rcft  of  kings,  princes,  and  ftates,  as  well  as  of 
courtiers  and  all  private  and  particular  perfons, 
ftriaiy  to  follow  her.  But  I  hope  you  will 
not  be  fo  mifled,  or  pay  the  leaft  regard  to 
what  (he  fays.  Sure  I  am,  that  experience  is 
againft  her,  and  a  vaft  majority  of  mankind^ 
who  certainly  have  a  right  to  determine  every 

thing, 
•  SirVSSaircB^. 
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thing,  ace  on  our  fide.  How  many  opulent 
cities  and  fair  provinces,  \yhich  could  not 
perhaps  have  been  othcrwife  v^refted  from 
their  rightful  owners,  have  become  an  eafy 
prey  by  being  feizSed  in  times  of  profound 
peace?  And  what  numbers  of  other  great 
advantages  have  nations  obtained  by  fraudful 
praftices  ? 

Then  in  regard  to  its  being  the  intereft  of 
courtiers  to  adhere  to  Truth,— furely  there  is 
nothing  too  abfurd  for  fome  people  to  ad* 
Vance,  othcrwife  this  could  never  have  been 
faid !  But  we  will  put  it  to  the  trial. 

Suppose  a  fovereign  prince,  of  a  martial 
difpofition,  had  fet  his  heart  upon  making 
war  to  divert  himfelf,  or  enlarge  his  domi* 
nions,  and  obtain  the  moil  glorious  of  all 
titljss, — that  of  conqueror  :  another  had  laid 
exorbitant  taxes  upon  his  people  to  gratify  • 
his  pleafures :  and  a  third  did  the  fame  to 
amafs  vail  heaps  of  treafure,  which,  like 
Ferfem  king  of  Macedon^  he  had  not  the 
heart  to  make  ufe  of,  even  to  preferve  him- 
felf, his  family,  and  country  from  deflrudtion. 
In  the  firft  cafe,  what,  I  pray  you,  would 
become  of  a  courtier,  who,  XikQdneai  ^  (hould 

G  g  3  endeavour 

*  Cineas  was  chief  counfellor  to  Pyrrbus  king  of  Epiruf^ 
and  a  very  wife  man*  Knowing  that  his  mafter  intended 
to  wage  war  againft  the  Romans^  he  afked  him  what  he 

defigned 
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endeavour  to  perfuade  his  mafler,  that  he 
might  enjoy  himfelf  better  in  peace  than  in 
war;  and  that  nothing  could  be  more  unjuft 
than  to  deprive  other  fovereigns  of  their  legal 
dominions,  or  of  greater  prejudice  to  his  own 
fubjeds  than  to  engage  them  in  unneceilary 
wars?  What,  I  fay,  would  become  of  a  courtier 
who  fhould  give  fuch  pacific  advice  to  fuch 
a  warlike  prince  ?  The  beft  he  could  cxpedt 
would  be  an  immediate  difmiflion  from  all 
employment.  And  thus,  'tis  more  than  ten 
to  one,  it  would  fare  with  any,  who,  in  the 
two  following  cafes,  fliould  advife  fo  profufe 
or  covetous  a  prince  to  reflrain  his  pernicious 
appetites,  and  not  burden  the  people  with  too 
heavy  taxations  j— not  to  flay,  tho*  he  might 
/hear  his  flocks.  Now,  what  a  moft  vexa- 
tious thing  it  is  for  a  courtier  to  be  turned 
out  of  place,  and  lofe  all  the  pleafures,  profits, 
and  emoluments  thereunto  annexed,  is  better 
felt  than  defcribed !  I  doubt  not,  my  lords 
and  gentlemen,  for  fuch  I  perceive  I  am 

honoured  with  as  hearers,   but  fome  of  you 

very 

deligned  to  do  when  he  had  conquered  them  ?  And  the 
king  (hewing  him  how  one  conqueft  would  produce 
others.  What,  faid  Cineas^  Ihall  we  do  after  all  thefe 
ate  finifhed  ?  We  will  then,  anfwered  Pyrrhusy  enjoy 
the  pleafures  of  peace  and  repofe.  And  what,  O  king, 
replied  Cineas^  hinders  our  doing  fo  now,  while  they  are 
ill  our  power ;  fince  by  engaging  in  war  we  may  be  ut- 
terly deprived  of  them?  T,  Liv.  1.  12,  c.  19.  See  alfo 
P/utarch,  in  the  life  of  Pjrrfeas* 
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very  feniibly  feel  this  corroding  evilj  with  all 
its  moil  mortifying  circumftances. 

As  to  Prophets,  many  of  them  are  our 
conftant  followers,  and  have  their  fole  de« 
pendenee  upon  us.  Thus  faith  Jeremiah ^  w|io 
was  himfelf  an  eminent  prophet :  "  From  tha 
**  prophet  even  to  the  prieft,  every  one 
"  dealeth  falfely  \''  Again,  «  Then  the 
"  Lord  faid  unto  me,  The  prophets  prophefy 
"  lyes  in  my  name :  I  fent  them  notj  neither 
^^  have  I  commanded  them,  neither  (pake 
**  unto  them :  they  prophefy  unto  you  a  falfe 
^'  viiion  and  divination,  and  a  thing  of  nought, 
**  and  the  deceit  of  their  heart  **•" 

Of  the  twelve  Apoftles,— one  deceitfully 
denied,    and   another   bafely  betrayed    his 

matter. 

Were  I  now  to  relate  all  die  ufe  we  have 

been  of  to  Saints,  I  (hould  wear  out  my  lungs 
and  tire  your  patience:  a  few  hints  muft 
therefore  fuffice.  Plain  it  is,  moft  of  thefe 
holy  men  thought  it  extremely  meritorious 
to  lie  for  religion. 

St.  Jeromy  one  of  the  moft  learned  and 
eminent  among  them,  tells  us,  in  his  life  of 
Faul  the  hermit,  that  a  raven  conftantly 
brought  him  half  a  loaf  of  bread  every  day 
during  iixty  years  for  his  fubfiftance  in  the 
wilder nefs,  except  when  St.  jiniony  csLthe  to 

Gg4  vifit 

«  Jermkh  ch,  viii,  lo*  ^  Jbii.  ch.  xiv- 14. 
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vjfit  hiiD^  the  bird  then  bringing  a  whde 
loaf:  and  that  when  Paul  died,  two  lions 
came  to  ailift  Aaottf  in  the  burial  of  Paul^ 
^y  ^^gg^ng  ^  grave  for  him  with  their  feet, 
after  which  they  departed  with  the  bleffing 
of  Antony  % 

The  (ame  venerable  father,  in  his  life  of 
Hilarion  the  monk,  relates,  that  this  faint 
happening  to  travel  into  Dalmatiay  was  there 
informed  of  a  terrible  dragon  that  was  laying 
wafle  the  whole  province,  and  of  fo  enor- 
mous a  fize  and  ftrength^  that  by  the  fi^xre 
of  his  breath  he  could  fuck  up  into  his 
mouth  whole  oxen  and  (heep,  together  with 
the  herdfmen  and  fhepherds,  and  (wallow 
them  down  at  once,  Hilarhn^  in-  order  to 
deliver  the  country  from  this  monfter,  ordered 
•a  pile  of  wood  to  be  prepared,  and  having 
put  up  his  prayers  to  Chriji^  called  the  dragon 
and  commanded  him  to  afcend  the  pile, 
which  he  did ;  and  fire  being  put  to  the  wood, 
the  bead  was  burnt  alive  in  fight  of  all  the 
people  ^ 

That  true  friend  of  ours,  St.  Atbamf/ms^ 
to  whofe  memory  we  fiiould  be  extremely 
ungrateful,  if  we  did  not  mention  him  with 
the  utmoft  refpeS,  after  giving  an  account 
of  many  fhrange  things  which  happened  to^ 

and 

'^  Dr.  MidJktotC%  works,  vol,  I.  p.  i22« 
,^  IliJ.  p,  2i8, 
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an^  were  performed  by  St  Antmy ;  fuch  aa 
outward  and  perfbnal  conflids  with  vaflr 
numbers  of  devik,  who  fbmetimes  got  the 
better  of  him,  and  then  beat  and  bruifed  him 
in  an  unmerciful  manner ;  at  other  times  he 
overcame  them :  after  thefe  afloniihing  ac- 
counts, and  others  of  his  curing  difeaies  mi« 
raculouily,  difpo&jSing  demoniacs;  foretelling 
what  was  to  come,  &r.  he  adds,  ^^  But  asr 
^'  wonderful  as  thefe  things  are,  there  are 
"  ftranger  yet  to  be  related ;  for  as'  he'*  (St 
Antony)  **  was  going  to  pray  before  he  eat, 
<«  about  the  ninth  hour,  he  was  in  a  rapture; 
^^  and  (which  is  a  paradox)  as  he  flood  up, 
"  he  faw  himfelf  without  himfelf,  and  fomc 
otfaet  beings  by  himfelf,  as  it  were  in  the 
air  *."  Thefe,  it  feems,  proved  to  be 
devils,  who  accufed  him  of  what  they  could 
not  prove :  upon  which,  "  he  faw  himfelf 
as  it  were  come  to  himfelf,  in  a  flanding 
poflure,  and  whole  again."  Now,  by  the 
way,  how  agteeable  this  '^  to  the  manner  and 
true  fpirit  of  a  certain  Athnnafian  compofi-^ 
tion  I  need  not  name^  and  which  has  done 
9s  fo  m&ch  honour,  is  undoubtedly  evident 
to  you  sdU 

But  what  need  is  there  for  me  to  fet  fortb 
the  fervice'  we  have  been  of  to  two  or  three. 

particular 

«  The  life  of  St,  Antonj^  Written  by  St  Athmiaftmy 
p%  ^  and  70* 


ex 
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pBTticalar  faints  ?  when  it  is  ib  notorious  what 
vaft  aififtance  we  have  given  to  many  of 
Aem>  who  ^^  have  not  fcrapled  to  pledge 
y  their  faith  for  the  truth  of  fads^  v^hich  no 
^  man  of  fenfe  can  believe^  and  which  their 
*^  warmeft  admirers  are  forced  to  give  up  as 
*•*  fabulous  **  :'*  and  when  St.  Jerom  has 
confefled,  ^^  that  he  did  not  find  fault  with 
**  an  error,  which  flows  from  an  hatred  of 
^^  the  Jews^  and  a  pious  zeal  for  the  chriflian' 
«  faith  V  ' 

:  Religion,  as  it  was  taught  and  pradifed 
almoft  throughout  the  world  for  thoufands 
of  years,  and  as  now  profefled  and  managed 
in  mod  countries,  was  and  is  entirely  of  our 
contrivance  and  invention.  To  whom  were 
the  heathens  obliged  for  their  facrificbs,  luP 
trations,  auguries,  prophecies,  oracles,  and  all 
their  other  religious  ceremonies  and  obfer^ 
vances,  as  well  as  their  omens  and  miracles  ? 
Nay,  to  whom  did  their  very  gods  themfelves^ 
owe  their  exiftence  ?  And  to  whom,  I  pray^ 
are  multitudes  commonly  called  chriftians 
beholden  for  all  the  miracles  they  have 
coined,  and  the  number  of  religious  dodfarineS 
and  practices  they  have  invented?  Who 
made  legions  of  faints  out  of  fools,  madmen, 
and  fcoundrels  ?  and  then  afcribed  fo  many 

miraculous 

**  Dr.  Afiddlet$n'%  Inquiry,  iic  p.  lag*  *  Oper. 

T.  IV.  p.  113.  from  Du Miidktm^%hiicpasfx^  12^ 
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nuracolous  cures  and  other  fupernaturat  effecSa 
to  them^  and  their  images  and  relicks  ?  And 
who  were  the  principal  founders  of  all  the 
orders  of  monks,  friers^;  nuns,.Gf^?  And,  a$ 
I  have  reafon  to  believe  that  my  numerous 
auditory  is  compofed  of  perfons  belonging  tQ 
many  different  churches  and  feds,^€t  me 
afk  every  one  of  you,  whether  you  do  nol 
think  that  my  brother  and  I  have  had  a  great 
hand  at  lead  in  all  religions  but  your  own  ? 

Having  juft  now  mentioned  miracles  and 
relicks,  I  would  put  our  numerous  and  mofl: 
excellent  friends  of  the  Romijh  communion 
in  mind  what  vaft  obligations  they  are  under 
to  us,  efpecially  for  thefe  things,  by  which 
not  only  their  clergy  fill  their  coffers,  but 
their  religion  .is  fo  highly  honoured  and 
ftrongly  fupported.  To  give  a  few  inftances: 
—By  whom,  have  they  been  furnifhed  with 
accounts  of  St.  Katharine^  who  faw  the  eter- 
nal Father  producing  his  Son  out  of  his 
mouth,  and  St.  Dominic  out  of  his  breafl  ^  i 
Of  St.  Wal/ian*s  feeing  angels  ring  bells  in 
heaven  to  the  praife  of  the  blcflfed  Trinity  *  ? 
Of  St.  Martin^  who  would  not  fufFer  a  devil 
he  difpofTeiTed  a  certain  man  of,  to  pafs 
through  his  mouth  j  but,  in  order  to  punifh 

Satan 

^  Dr.  Stillingjleef%  Second  Difcourfe,  p.  489,  ex  Lud. 
Granad.  defejio  Dominictj  i^  Janfenius  vit.  Do/n. 
*  Ibid,  p.  5  JO,  ex  Cafgravff  f,  296. 
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Satan  for  not  readily  obeying  the  iaint,  he 
forced  him  out  the  other  Way,  like  a  do&  of 
phyfic  "  ?  Of  the  faints  JSdeltny  Deicola^  Goar^ 
FlorentiuSy  and  AmabiKs^  who  all  hung  their 
garments  on  the  beams  of  the  fun,  and  St.^ 
Brigit  hers,  dropping  wet,  on  a  ftiadow  *  ? 
And  who  fupplied  this  church  with  fach 
l^ecious  relicks,  as  a  finger  of  the  Holy  GhofI 
quite  fre(h;  a  nail  of  a  cherubim  \  feme  drops 
of  fweat  from  the  archangel  Micbafiy  anda 
ray  of  the  ftar  which  guided  the  three  kings'*; 
and  alfo  innumerable  other  miracleis  and  re- 
licks of  the  fame  ftamp,  and  equally  credible 
and  venerable  ? 

I  PERCEIVE  there  are  here  prefent  many 
Gentlemen  of  the  Long-Robe  5  but  I  will  fay 
very  little  of  them:  for  although  what  1 
fhould  fay  be  ftridlly  true,  yet  if  they  iuflfer 
thereby,  tho*  ever  fo  juftly,  I  underftand 
they  may  fue  me  for  a  libel,  and  recover  da- 
mages :  however,  I  ihall  venture  to  put  them 
in  mind  what  excellent  behefadbnt  we  Bm 
to  them;  for  were  it  hot  for  us,  they  would 
have,  comparatively,  very  little  bufinefs,  and 
what  the]^  have  might  be  difpatched  in  a 
tenth  part  of  the  time,  and  at  a  tenth  part  of 

the  expence  it  generally  is. 

By 

»  Sk^.  SiViri  di  B.  Jkhrtim  vita  likr^  cap.  xvit. 
>"  Stmi^it\SccotidDi&ouik9  P*Sf4»  ixR^Uamk 
Jl^a  Smi^tnon,  c  iv* 
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By  a  certain  afifedted  air  of  folemnlty  and 
importance  mixed   with   much   ignorance; 
which  1  obferve  in  divers  of  your  counter 
nances,  I  prefume  there  are  among  you  fome 
of  that  numerous  fraternity,  who  fo  liberally 
difpenfe  their  medicines,  pro  bmo  publico^  2J\6. 
are  commonly  knownby  the  name  of  Quacks^ 
Notwithflanding  your  ingratitude  in  difown^ 
ing  the  great  obligations  you  lie  under  to  us, 
yet  *tis  well  known  what  fwarms  of  you  arc 
fupported  entirely  by  our  afliftance,  and  that 
fome  of  you,  by  our  means,  even  ride  in  your 
coaches.    But  however  ungrateful  you  may 
be,  I  will  do  juftice,  and  acknowledge,  that 
in  one  thing  you  frequently  make  good  your 
propofals,— which  commonly  are  to  cure  fo 
thoroughly  that  the  diflemper  (hall  never 
return.<-»Indeed  you  oftentimes  do  this  fa 
cfFedually  as  to  prevent  the  patient  ever  hav« 
ing  any  further  complaints  to  make.     But 
you  are  not  the  only  pra(Sitioners  in  phyfic 
to  whom  I  am  eminently  ferviceable.  When 
the  Phyfician  knows  full  well  that  he  can  da 
his  patient  no  good,  or  that  exercife  and  a 
proper  regimen  would  be  of  much  more  fer- 
vice  than  medicine,  who  then  diftates  all  his 
numerous  and  repeated  prefcriptions  for  fuch 
loads  of  piHs,  powders,  bolufes,  juleps,  with 
a  long  et  catera?  And  hi  taking  fees,  who 
n^bifpers  in  his  car  that  text  of  fcripturc,«~ 
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^'  All  that  a  man  hath  will  he  give  for  hk 

*Mifc?" 

I* 

Of  what  fingular  fervice  have  we  been  to 
Hiflorians  ?  How  many  omens  which  figni^ 
fied  nothing,  how  many  prodigies  that  never 
Jiappened,  how  many  wonderful  feats  which 
were  never  performed,  have  we  fumiflied 
them  with  to  emtellifli  their  hiftories  ?  What 
opportunities  of  gratifying  their  malice,  re- 
venge, partiality,  and  party  prejudices  have 
we  afforded  them  ?  And  as  to  Dedicators,  the 
obligations  they  lie  under  to  us  are  innu- 
merable. What  contributions  have  they 
raifed  through  our  afliftance,  by  afcribing, 
courage  to  cowards,  learning  to  dunces,  wif- 
dom  to  fools,  and  generofity  to  niggards ;  in 
a  word,  beftowing  every  good  quality  and 
every  amiable  accomplifhment  on  thofe  who 
were  entirely  deftitute  of  all  that  was  valuable 
or  praife-worthy  ? 

The  vaft  ufe  we  are  of  to  Merchants  and 
Tradefmen  of  all  forts  is  known  full  well,  and 
virtually  acknowledged  by  them  in  a  prover- 
bial faying.  That  there  is  a  cheat  in  all  trades 
but  their  own.  In  China  every  merchant 
has  three  forts  of  weights  3  one  heavy  for  buy- 
ing, another  light  for  felling,  and  a  third  of 
the  true  ftandard  for  thofe  people  who  will 
not  be  deceived.  Are  not  falfe  weights  and 
meafures^  as  well  as  other  deceitful  dealings^ 

common 
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common  all  the  world  over  ?  St.  Aujiin  re- 
lates the  following  ftory  of  the  Carthaginians^ 
who  were  fome  of  the  mod  eminent  mer- 
chants  and  traders  of  their  time :  A  certain 
mountebank  having  promifed  the  inhabitants 
of  Carthage^  if  they  would  come  next  day 
to  hear  him,  he  would  difcover  to  all  of  them 
their  moft  fecret  thoughts,  they  came  ac- 
cordingly in  great  numbers,  and  he  told  them, 
*^  that  when  they  fold  any  thing,  every  man 
^^  ufed  his  utmoft  endeavours  t6  fell  as  dear 
^*  as  poflible,  and  when  they  bought,  to  buy 
^^  as  cheap  as  poffiblc.'^  The  people  fell  a 
laughing,  and  all  acknowledged  that  this  was 
true.  Pray,  are  not  thefe  methods  of  dealing 
as  common  with  you  now  as  they  were  then 
with  the  Carthaginians  f  And  is  it  not  a  con- 
ilant  practice  among  you  to  conceal  or  ex* 
tenuate  all  the  defedts  of  whatever  you  have 
to  fell,  and  with  all  the  rhetoric  you  are 
mailers  of,  fet  forth  and  magnify  every  good 
quality,  and  even  pretend  there  are  excel- 
lencies in  your  wares  which  you  well  know 
they  have  not  ?  Befides,  is  it  not  a  common 
cuftom  among  you,  efpecially  when  you 
think  your  cuftomers  are  of  the  good-natured 
and  confiderate  fort,  to  pretend  to  tell  them 
what  your  commodities  coft  ?  Now  I  would 
afk  how  often,  or  whether  ever  you  told  the 
truth  io  tbat  cafe  ?  There  is  one  thing  more 
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on  this  fubjc£t  which  I  cannot  well  <Hnit, 
becaufe  it  redounds  fo  much  to  the  honour 
of  our  family*  With  what  readineis  and 
jdacrity  do  many  men  pradife  our  precepts, 
efpecially  when  habituated  to  them?  And 
bow  delightful  do  they  appear  for  their  own 
£tkes  as  well  as  on  account  of  the  advantages 
attending  them !  So  amiable  I  doubt  not  to 
fome,  that  tho'  the  profit  were  equal  on  the 
fide  of  honefty  and  of  knavery,  nay,  if  the 
difference  rather  inclined  to  the  £»-mer,  (pro- 
Tided  it  was  not  too  confiderable)  they  would 
prefer  the  latter,  finding  by  experience  what 
the  fcripture  fays  to  be  tirue,— -^Vthat  the 
•*  Ixead  of  deceit  is  fweet/' 

So  much  for  you  Merchants  and  Tradef^ 
men. — Now  a  word  or  two  with  thofc  Gen* 
tlemen  there  in  the  laced  cloaths  with  fwords 
by  their  fides.  You,  I  well  know,  pretend 
ib  heartily  to  defpife  us,  that  whoever  fhould 
venture  to  call  your  fincerity  in  queftion^  or 
give  you  the  lye,  would  run  the  utmofl  rifk 
ef  being  killed  upon  the  fpot ;  and  in  vin* 
dication  of  your  veracity  you  would  fland  a 
chance  of  the  lame  fate  yonrfelves,  or  even 
of  being  hanged.  But  is  not  this  very  beha^ 
viour  of  yours,  whatever  appearances  in  favour 
of  truth  and  fincerity  you  may  chufe  to  put 
on,  a  proof  of  your  zeal  and  attachment  to 
mi  For  which  of  you  woald^mt  tdl  a  hun^- 
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dred  lyes,  and  fwear  a  hundred  oaths,  to  de- 
ceive and  gain,  that  is,  to  ruin  a  fine  woman 
you  liked  5  and  value  yourfelves  highly  upon 
the  fuccefs  of  your  falfe  pretences? — Me- 
thinks  I  hear  you  fay, — a  fine  woman  is  a 
prize  indeed, — who  would  not  do  any  )thing 
to  gain  fuch  a  prize?  But  we  are  men  of 
honour  for  all  that.  Are  you  fo?  Then  he 
might  be  a  man  of  honour  who  adted  in  this 
manner  to  corrupt  your  wives,  your  fifters, 
or  your  daughters.  But  hark  ye, — one  word 
more  in  your  ear.-~Suppofe  a  firft  minifter 
ftiould  offer  you  a  place  or  a  penfion  entirely 
to  your  mind,  or  put  a  gold  collar  about  your 
necks,  would  you  not  vindicate  his  meafures, 
though  you  knew  they  were  contrary  to  the 
true  intereft  of  your^  country  ?  —  nay,  not- 
withftanding  you  had  formerly  oppofed  thrfc 
fame  meafures,  and  plainly  demonflrated  that 
they  were  deftrudtive  of  the  public  good  ? 
Again,  doubtlefs  you  are  all  of  fome  party. 
Would  you  not  fay  any  thing,  do  any  thing, 
or  go  any  lengths  to  ferve  that  party  ?  and 
look  upon  every  one,  who  would  not  adt  in 
the  fame  manner,  as  a  pitiful  felbw,  and 
think  him  as  weak  and  foolifh,  as  unfa(hion* 
able  and  ridiculous  ? 

Tp  be  a  little  particular  on  this  head  :— 
When  you  have  lifted  with  a  party,  do  you 
not  think  yourfelves  obliged  to  embelliih  and 

H  h  cclclxa!(ft 
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celebrate  as  much  as  poffiblc  the  chara<9:ers 
of  all  thofc  on  yotir  oWh*fidc,  efpccially  the 
great  and  leading  men';  and  to  blacken  and 
vilify  the  reputations  of  all  who  oppofe  you? 
For  thefe  excellent  purpofes  do  you  not  frame 
and  propagate  party-lyes,  not  only  without 
fcruple  or  remorfe,  buttevifh  with  the  greateft 
alacrity  and  pleafure  ?  And  do  not  the  moft 
adtive,  who  are  thus  laudably  Employed,  efjie- 
cially  if  they  acquit  thfemfclv«  With  art  and 
ability,  meet  with  the  applaufcs  of  tlicir  paf  tjr, 
and  oftentimes  alfo  with  more  fubftantia;!  re- 
Wards?  If  the  cue  be  given  by  yoiir  leaders  arid 
direSors  to  teach  that  an  arbitrary  monarchy 
is  more  for  the  benefit  of  a  nation  than  a  li- 
mited monarchy  j  that"  a  lirge  (landing  army, 
in  time  of  peace,  is  rieccflary  to  preferve  the 
people's  liberties,  and  a  militia  deftruftivc  of 
them  J  that  in  fuch  a  country^s  Britain^  which 
abounds  with  great  nuirtbcrs  of  ftout' able- 
bodied  young  men,  fit  fbr  the  moft  adivc  and 
laborious  employments,  it  is  neverthelcfs  im- 
pradlicable  to  form  a  numerous  and  ufefiil  mi- 
litia :  or  if  it  ftiould  be  thought  convenient  to 
aflTcrt,  that  luxury  arid  extravagance  conduce 
to  independency,  that  bribery  and  corruption 
are  neceflary  to  the  chufihg  a  proper  and  un- 
corrupt  reprefentative  of  the  people:  if  thefe, 
or  any  other  propofitions  of  a  like  nature  and 

tendency,  aire  to  be  proved,  would  many  of 

you 
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you,  MEN  OF  ftONOUR,  at  all  fcrupie  to 
iife  yaof -titmoft '  efforts^  to  dem6»ft^ate  tlic 
truth  and  iftility  of  them  ? 

Time  «t)tfld  fail,  and ^ your  patience: alfo, 
for  me  but  barely  to  enumerate  the  multi- 
tudes who  ad:  entirely  by  our  didlatcs,  ahd  owe 
their  very  being  and  exiftence  to  iis.  Befides. 
thofe  klfeady'  mentionfed/  what  think  ybu  of 
pope^j'dafdiri&lS)  Itiquidtor^,  'dnBdll  otiherper« 
ftcUfots'^foF  rdSgkmif  None  ^rfi  tbefcrha  ve  any 
^tain  'knowlelj^ei '  inunnibsw:  ang  extremely  vgr 
norant,  and  many  of  them  4>  tipt  believe^  one 
word  of  whdt'they  peffecutCiOthers  evert  to 
death  fdr^nbt  believing*  '  fiy'Whom>atB^fiich 
itneri  aftliited ?  iiid^by^whofe  means  have  they 
gained'fhe'pbwer,'  fartfci' -dignities,  and  ipfflu-' 
ence  obtained  .*by  ^them^in  thb  woHd  ?  - 

BvT  I  need  not  enter  ^ther  into  paftifea-r 
lars,*— your  own  "knowledge  and '  experience 

will  kbund^ntiyfbppiy  what  Ilffaailromtt^:dnd 
aflift  you  to  fill  up  a  long  lift  of  our  depend- 
ents. However,  before  I  conclude,  I  (hall 
take  this  opportunity  of  very  heartily  recom- 
mending to  you  the  multiplying  of  oaihs, 
efpecially  in  cafes  where  it  is  very  much  the 
people's  intereft  to  break  them^  And  my  defirc 
alfo  is,  that  all  oaths'  may  tie  adminiftred 
without  any  folemnity:  not  that  I  am  an 
enemy  to  folemnity  in  many  cafes;  for,  if  pro- 
perly applied,  it  is  of  moft  excellent  fervice  to 

2  our 
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our  caufe:  but  this  rule  fhpuld  always  be 
obfervcd,— Whatever  is  to  fcrve  our  purpofe 
mud  conflantly  be  carried  on  in  the  moil 
iblemn  manner  that  can  be  devifed :  but  in 
every7thing  for  the  pron^otion*  of  truth,  let 
even  order  and  decency  be  totally  negle£ted. 
More  heartily  ftill,  if  pofiible>  do  I  recom- 
mendkthe  eftablifhmeht  of  creeds  and  reli- 
gious teftsland  fubfcriptions :  the  more  ab- 
ftrufe,  unintelKgiblis>  and  contraiy  to  reafon 
thefe  are,  the  more  eflfedtually  do  they  ferve 
our  ends  and  purpofes. 

I  SHALL  now  only  add,  what  I  think  is 
obvious  enough,— That  the  real  defign  of 
this  fpeech,  as  was  hinted  in  the  beginning 
of  it,  is  to  demonftrate  the  influence  we  really 
have  over  far  the  greater  part  of  all  orders 
and  degrees  of  men,  and  to  induce  the  world 
to  treat  us  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  every  impar- 
tial perfon  mufl  allow  we  richly  deferve. 


^ » 
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fU-ta  VpaU  MtebimteA  with  m»u  tcdniudtr.lhiL  Av  Q 
buodicdth  Mwlvarmry  of  «•  Hot^  laquMttoir*  Ui*.  te 
dij^   Ob  tiM  Ifltof  Jut,  I4aa,  ihm  8puli»  OartH. Ihn  ^ 
immWed  at  ToiMlo,  adopted  a  propoilllOB*  ■BtmJtfcdla  N 
UbyOardinalFMroOoBMlMda  itoiidon,  witli  tha  ap*  j^ 
pTobailon  of  King  Ferdlnaiid  and  ZnlMna  tha  Oatliolto,  l»N 
eonitttatB  a  Tribnaal  of  r«ltb,  wbloh  rtioald  ba  mu9&m^  i 
ered  to  pwiUh  haretiea.  and  paand  a  law  to  that  aAetHf  ^ 
a  midorltr  of  th«lr  nombaM.    Their  eoncBaai  M^lHliat  ^ 
ftrthwlih  appolBtod  two  CRUaf  laqnlilton,  who  wnt^  iC 
howoTer,  Mpanedad  ihortlj  aftorward  Iqr  naa^  aC  ^ 
thair  laslcBoy  toward  anbeUavariL    Vhooiaa  da  Tb»i1 
mada,  who  navar  laid  hlmielf  opan  to  tha  rapgaaah  vff   i 
OTer-maroUala«H,  wai  nomlnatad  Graiid  InqaUltw  lip  1 
thair  stead.   DnrinK  thli  ftinetlonary*!  tomita  of  olBet  fe»-  o^ 
eaoMd  8,800  harttiM  to  ba  burned  la  diftreQ&.pdrtt  «f 
Spain.   HlanceaHon  did  their  beet  to  amalato  hU  «■• 
tlTlt7,  the  ffroH  reenit  of  thair  eadeaTora  bebiff  thM^ 
down  to  the  year  1808.  when  the  Hdj  OflBea  wai  flnally- 
abolUhed  in  the  OMrian  Fenlnsala,  81,818  noa 
women  ited  been  bnmed  aliva  bj  Iti  offloerK 
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